
Summary of Key Progress 
and Achievements 2025

Over the past 12 months, the project has made 
significant progress as it gears up to submit 
planning applications in early 2026. Here are 
some of the key achievements.

P U B L I C  C O N S U LT A T I O N

Consultations completed 
in 2025

Brings to a close four rounds of pre-application 
public consultation, with:

P H A S E  2

days of consultation month-long virtual 
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appointments
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pages of 
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the online virtual 
exhibitions

pieces of feedback 
received so far
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C O M M U N I T Y  E N G A G E M E N T  A N D  B E N E F I T S

P R O J E C T  D E S I G N  W O R K

O T H E R 
A C T I V I T I E S

Community Benefit Fund

Independent consultation 
undertaken on West Coast Fund 
and wider benefits, with 56-page 
report published.

STEM

Third year of support for UHI STEM 
Outreach Coordinators for schools 
in Lewis and Harris; sponsorship 
of Renewable Energy Playmat 
resource, through UHI, for all 
primary schools in Scotland

Apprenticeships

Supported Navantia’s existing 
apprenticeships programme at 
Arnish.

Supply Chain

Co-sponsored a bespoke Fit for 
Offshore Renewables (F4OR) 
training programme for island-
based businesses and proactively 
encouraged and assisted local 
businesses to apply, resulting in 
5 out of 12 companies selected 
being in Lewis.

Also, participated in HIE-
organised event for local 
businesses, focused on future 
opportunities in renewables on 
the islands. Over 143 businesses 
now registered on the project’s 
Supply Chain Portal.

Landfall Substation

Preferred location confirmed, 
close to Barvas Cemetery.

Grid Substation

Preferred location confirmed, 
north-west of Loch Cnoc 
a’Choilich, in Creed South-West.

Operations &  
Maintenance Base

Stornoway Port confirmed as 
preferred location.

Cycleway/Multi-Use Path

Commitment made to delivering a 
cycleway/multi-use path adjacent 
to the Barvas Moor Road (A857).

Careers Events

Attended two events hosted by 
the Nicolson Institute in Lewis, 
highlighting future opportunities, 
plus one school open day.

Project Parameters

Following feedback received 
during public consultations, a 
number of changes (maximum 
parameters now being carried 
forward) have been made to the 
project, including:

	� Reduced turbines: the 
maximum number of smaller 
turbines reduced from 65 to 60 
and the maximum number of 
larger turbines from 48 to 44.

	� Reduced height: the 
maximum height of the 
turbines reduced from 365m 
to 339m (to blade tip), with 
potential for this to be further 
reduced to 294m if smaller 
turbines progressed.

	� 6km setback distance: 
Although the array area site 
remains 5km to 13km from 
shore, we have increased 
the setback distance of the 
closest turbines from 5km to 
6km at any point and in any 
orientation along the coast.

Local Sponsorships

During 2025, we have supported 
22 local organisations, initiatives, 
events and projects throughout 
the year.

Scholarships Programme

£200,000 programme launched 
to support 20 Outer Hebrides 
students over seven years, with 
first five benefitting and starting 
university.

Environmental Impact Assessments: 
All assessments, both onshore and 
offshore, nearing completion, ensuring 
the project is developed to the highest 
environmental standards and sensitive 
to the environment within which it will 
be built. 
Planning Applications: Over 100 
documents being finalised, covering 
more than 25 different topics and 
several thousand pages of information.
Procurement: Engagement with Tier 
1 suppliers kicked off, with several 
Requests For Information (RFIs) issued.
Drone Surveys: Nearshore and 
onshore drone surveys completed 
along the onshore route and in the 
nearshore area, to build up a more 
detailed picture of the topography of 
the land and seabed.
Meteorological Mast: Installed and 
successfully measuring wind, weather 
and atmospheric conditions to 
support the development and design 
of the project.
Peat Surveys: Extensive peat surveys 
completed to inform our Peat 
Management Plan, which will consider 
where and how the project will 
manage any peat disturbed during the 
construction phase, and opportunities 
to restore historically degraded peat.
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