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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 OVERVIEW 

1.1.1.1 Spiorad na Mara Limited, hereafter referred to as the ‘Applicant’, is proposing the development of 

the Spiorad na Mara Offshore Wind Farm (OWF), (the ‘Project’). The Project comprises both the 

onshore and offshore components required to generate and transmit renewable electricity from 

the OWF to the Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks (SSEN) Alternating Current (AC) 

Substation and High-Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) Converter Station (referred to as the SSEN 

Lewis Hub), which is to be built on the Isle of Lewis.  

1.1.1.2 The onshore components of the Project (the 'Onshore Project') are located on the Isle of Lewis / 

Eilean Leòdhais in the Western Isles / Na h-Eileanan Siar, Scotland / Alba. The offshore components 

of the Project (the 'Offshore Project') are located off the northwest coast of the Isle of Lewis / Eilean 

Leòdhais in the Western Isles / Na h-Eileanan Siar, Scotland / Alba.  

1.1.1.3 The SSEN Lewis Hub itself is not part of this application and is to be built as part of the separate 

upgraded Western Isles HVDC Link between the Isle of Lewis and mainland Scotland. The boundary 

for the whole Project and proposed location for the SSEN Lewis Hub is shown in Figure 1.1 Project 

Location, Volume 3.  

1.1.1.4 This Appendix of the Onshore Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) presents the 

glossary and abbreviations used in the EIAR for the proposed Spiorad na Mara Onshore 

Transmission Works (OTW) (hereafter referred to as the Onshore Project).  

1.1.1.5 The Onshore Project consists of the onshore components of the Project landward of Mean Low 

Water Spring (MLWS) and is referred to as the ‘Onshore Project’ throughout this EIAR (also referred 

to as the Onshore Transmission Works (OTW)). The Offshore Project, comprising of the offshore 

components of the Project seaward of Mean High Water Spring (MHWS) is referred to as the 

‘Offshore Project’ and is assessed within the Spiorad na Mara Offshore Wind Farm Environmental 

Impact Assessment Report (‘Offshore Project EIAR’).  

1.1.1.6 A full description of the Onshore Project is provided in Chapter 3: Project Description, Volume 2. 

The boundary for the Onshore Project is shown in Figure 1.2 Onshore Project Location, Volume 

3. 

1.2 PURPOSE OF THIS APPENDIX 

1.2.1.1 This appendix provides a consolidated glossary of key terms and abbreviations used throughout 

the Onshore Project EIAR. While individual chapters define technical terminology specific to their 

topic, this glossary offers a single, accessible reference point to support consistent interpretation 
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across the assessment. Table 2-1 sets out the acronyms and abbreviations, and Table 3-1 presents 

the glossary of terms used throughout the Onshore Project EIAR. 

2 ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 

2.1.1.1 Table 2-1 sets out the acronyms used throughout this EIAR. 

Table 2-1 Acronyms and Abbreviations 

Term Definition 

A&E  Accident and Emergency  

AA Appropriate Assessment 

AADT Annual Average Daily Traffic 

AC Alternating Current 

ACOW Archaeological Clerk of Works 

ADS Archaeology Data Service 

AECS Agri-environment Climate Scheme 

AEOI Adverse Effects On Integrity 

AEP Annual Exceedance Probability 

AEWA 

Agreement on the Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory 

Waterbirds 

AIL Abnormal Indivisible Load 

AILV Abnormal Indivisible Load Vehicle 

AIS Air Insulated Substation 

AL Abnormal Loads 

ALAR Abnormal Loads Assessment Report 

ALRA Abnormal Load Route Assessment 

AMAAA 1979 Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 

AMP Access Management Plan 

AMS Accelerator Mass Spectronomy 

AOD Above Ordnance Datum 

AoS Areas of Search 

AOS Apparently Occupied Sites 

APIS Atmospheric Pollution Information System 
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Term Definition 

AQ Air Quality 

AQMA Air Quality Management Area 

AQMP Air Quality Management Plan 

AQS Air Quality Strategy 

AR5 Allocation Round 5 

ASHE  Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings   

ATC Automated Traffic Counter 

ATV All-Terrain Vehicle 

AW Ancient Woodland 

AWI Ancient Woodland Inventory 

AWP Architectural Wall Panel 

BAP Biodiversity Action Plan 

BCE Before Common Era 

BESS British Energy Security Strategy 

BGL Below Ground Level 

BGS British Geological Survey 

BH Borehole 

BNG British National Grid 

BNL Basic Noise Level 

BoCC Birds of Conservation Concern 

BPM Best Practical Means 

BPP Bird Protection Plan 

BREP Biodiversity Restoration and Enhancement Plan 

BRES 

Business Register SNM-SNM-PAC-PLN-0015and Employment 

Survey 

BS British Standard 

BS 4142 

British Standard 4142:2014+A1:2019 Methods for rating and 

assessing industrial and commercial sound 

BS 5228-1 

British Standard 5228-1:2009+A1:2014 Code of practice for noise 

vibration control on construction and open sites – Part 1: Noise 

BS 60972 BS EN IEC 60942:2018 Electroacoustics – Sound calibrators 
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Term Definition 

BS 61672-1 

BS EN 61672-1:2013 Electroacoustics - Sound level meters. Part 1: 

Specifications 

BS 7445-1 

BS 7445-1:2003 Description and measurement of environmental 

noise. Part 1: Guide to quantities and procedures 

BSI British Standard Institute 

BT British Telecom 

BTO British Trust for Ornithology 

C Construction 

CAFS Clean Air for Scotland 

CalMac Caledonian MacBrayne 

CAPEX Capital Expenditure 

CAR Controlled Activities Regulations 

CB6 Sixth Carbon Budget 

CB7 Seventh Carbon Budget 

CBI Confederation of British Industry 

CBS Cement Bound Sand 

CCC Climate Change Committee 

CCP Climate Change Plan 

CCR Climate Change Resilience 

CCVA Climate Change Vulnerability Assessment 

CDM Construction Design and Management regulations 

CE Common Era 

CEA Cumulative Effects Assessment 

CEH Centre for Ecology and Hydrology 

CEMP Construction Environmental Management Plan 

CES Crown Estate Scotland 

CFLO Company Fisheries Liaison Officer 

CIEEM Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management 

CIfA Chartered Institute for Archaeologists 

CIRIA Construction Industry Research and Information Association 
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Term Definition 

CJA Cable Joint Area 

CJB Cable Joint Bay 

CJEU Court of Justice of the European Union 

CLO Community Liaison Officer 

CLOH Community Land Outer Hebrides 

CLVIA Cumulative Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 

CMOS Complementary Metal Oxide Semiconductor 

CnES Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 

CO₂ Carbon Dioxide 

CO₂e Carbon Dioxide Equivalent 

CoCP Code of Construction Practice 

COMAH Control of Major Accident Hazards 

CoNaWR  Control of Noise at Work Regulations 2005 

COP Conference of the Parties 

COPA 1974 The Control of Pollution Act 1974 

CREW Centre of Expertise for Waters 

CRI Climate Risk Indicators 

CRP Construction Runoff Permit 

CRTN Calculation of Road Traffic Noise 

cSAC Candidate Special Area of Conservation 

Cs-137 Caesium 

CSM Conceptual Site Model 

CTMP Construction Traffic Management Plan 

CTV Crew Transfer Vessel 

CWS County Wildlife Site 

CWTP Construction Worker Travel Plan 

D Decommissioning 

DACCS Direct Air Carbon Capture and Storage 

DAS Design and Access Statement 

DBA Desk Based Assessment 



 

Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works EIA Appendix A1.1: Glossary and Abbreviations, Volume 2 Page 2-6 

May 2026 

Term Definition 

DCO Development Consent Order 

DECEX Decommissioning Expenditure 

DEFRA Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

DESNZ Department for Energy Security and Net Zero 

DEVEX Development Expenditure 

DfT Department for Transport 

DMP Dust Management Plan 

DMRB Design Manual for Roads and Bridges 

DNO Distribution Network Operator 

DoH Degree of Hazard 

DTM Digital Terrain Model 

DUKES Digest of UK Energy Statistics 

DWP  Department for Work and Pensions  

DWPA Drinking Water Protected Area 

DWPAs Drinking Water Protection Areas 

DWT Deep Water Terminal 

EASR Environmental Authorisations (Scotland) Regulations 2018 

EC European Commission 

EcIA Ecological Impact Assessment 

ECoW Ecological Clerk of Works 

EnvCoW Environmental Clerk of Works 

ECU Energy Consents Unit 

EEA  European Economic Area  

EFT Emission Factor Toolkit 

EIA  Environmental Impact Assessment  

EIAR  Environmental Impact Assessment Report  

ELC Early and late cover 

EMF Electromagnetic Field 

EMP Environment Management Plan 

EMP  Environment Management Plan  



 

Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works EIA Appendix A1.1: Glossary and Abbreviations, Volume 2 Page 2-7 

May 2026 

Term Definition 

EN-1 Energy National Policy Statement 1 

EN-3 Energy National Policy Statement 3 

EPA Environmental Protection Act 

EPA 1990 Environmental Protection Act 1990 

EPS European protected species 

EPUK Environmental Protection UK 

ESB Electricity Supply Board 

ESDAL Electronic Service Delivery for Abnormal Loads 

ESS Environmental Standards Scotland 

EU European Union 

EUNIS European Nature Information System 

EZoI Ecological Zone of Influence 

F4OR Fit for Offshore Renewables 

FAD Fish Aggregation Device 

FBPP Final Bird Protection Plan 

FEH Flood Estimation Handbook 

FFD Freshwater Fish Directive 

FFL Finished Floor Level 

FIR Fishing Industry Representative 

FMS Fisheries Management Scotland 

FOI Freedom of Information 

FoS Factor of Safety 

FRA Flood Risk Assessment 

FRM Flood Risk Management 

FTE Full Time Equivalent 

FWPM Freshwater Pearl Mussel 

GB Great Britain  

GBR General Binding Rules 

GCR Geological Conservation Review 

GDL Garden and Designed Landscape 
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Term Definition 

GFT Girder Frame Trailer 

GHG Greenhouse Gas 

GI Ground Investigation 

GIS (as used in Appendix A15.5 and 

Chapter 16) Gas Insulated Switchgear 

GIS (as used in Appendix A9.1, 

Appendix A10.7 and Chapter 9) Geographic Information System 

GLVIA3 

Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment: Third 

Edition 

GME  Gaelic Medium Education   

GPP Guidance for Pollution Prevention 

GPS Global Positioning System 

GVA Gross Value Added 

GW Gigawatt 

GWDTE Groundwater Dependent Terrestrial Ecosystem 

GWh Gigawatt hour 

GWP Global Warming Potential 

GWTDEs Groundwater Dependant Terrestrial Ecosystems 

ha Hectare 

HA Heritage Asset 

HDD Horizontal Directional Drilling 

HDPE High Density Polyethylene 

HDV Heavy Duty Vehicle 

HEPS Historic Environment Policy for Scotland 

HER Historic Environment Record 

HES Historic Environment Scotland 

HESC Historic Environment Scotland Circular 

HF Harmonic Filter 

HFOV Horizontal Field of View 

HGV Heavy Goods Vehicle 

HHP Hebridean Housing Partnership 
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Term Definition 

HIA Health Impact Assessment 

HIE Highlands and Islands Enterprise 

HLA Historic Land-Use Assessment 

HLV Heavy Lift Vessel 

HMP Habitat Management Plan 

HMU Habitat Management Units 

HND Holistic Network Design 

HNDA Housing Need and Demand Assessment 

HNDFUE Holistic Network Design Follow-Up Exercise 

HPPE High-Performance Polyethylene 

HRA Habitat Regulations Assessment/Appraisal 

HSE Health and Safety Executive 

HSSE Health, Safety, Security and Environmental 

HV High Voltage 

HV Heavy Vehicle. 

HVAC High Voltage Alternating Current 

HVDC High Voltage Direct Current 

HWRC Household Waste Recycling Centre 

IAQM Institute of Air Quality Management 

ICIA Island Communities Impact Assessment 

IEF Important Ecological Feature 

IEMA Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment 

IFC International Finance Corporation 

INNS Invasive Non-native Species 

INTOG Innovation and Targeted Oil and Gas 

I-O SUTs Input-output supply and use tables 

IPCC Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

ISEP Institute of Sustainability and Environmental Professionals 

ISO International Organization for Standardization 
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Term Definition 

ISO 9613-2:2024 

International Standard Organization 9613-2:2024 Acoustics — 

Attenuation of sound during propagation outdoors Part 2: 

Engineering method for the prediction of sound pressure levels 

outdoors 

IUCN International Union for Conservation of Nature 

JB Joint Bay 

JNCC Joint Nature Conservation Committee 

JUV Jack-up Vessel 

JV Joint Venture 

km Kilometre 

km/hr Kilometres per hour 

KPI Key Performance Indicator 

ktCO₂e Kilotonnes of Carbon Dioxide Equivalent 

kV Kilovolt 

LAQM Local Air Quality Management 

LAT Lowest Astronomical Tide 

LB (as used in Chapters 3, 8, 10 and 

16) Link Box 

LB (as used in Chapter 11) Listed Building 

LBAP Local Biodiversity Action Plan 

LCA Land Capability for Agriculture 

LCF Land Capability for Forestry 

LCRM Land Contamination Risk Management 

LCT Landscape Character Type 

LDP Local Development Plan 

LDV Light Duty Vehicle 

LGBT+ Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 

LGV Light Goods Vehicle 

LHDMP Lewis and Harris Deer Management Plan 

LHRSG Lewis and Harris Raptor Study Group 

LiDAR Light Detection and Ranging 
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Term Definition 

LNR Local Nature Reserve 

LoFI Level of Fear and Intimidation. 

LSE Likely Significant Effect 

LT Long-term monitoring location 

LVIA Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 

LWS Local Wildlife Site 

m Metre 

MAGIC Multi-Agency Geographic Information for the Countryside 

MBS Moorland Bird Surveys 

MD-LOT Marine Directorate – Licensing Operations Team 

MDPE Medium-Density Polyethylene 

MDS  Maximum Design Scenario  

MD-SEDD  Marine Directorate Science, Evidence, Data and Digital  

MEWP Mobile Elevated Work Platform 

MHCLG Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government 

MHWS Mean High Water Springs 

MHWS Mean High Water Springs. 

MJ Megajoule 

MLWS Mean Low Water Springs 

mm Millimetre 

MP Member of Parliament 

MPS Marine Policy Statement 

MRA Mining Remediation Authority 

MRN Major Road Network 

MSL Mean Sea Level 

MSP Member of Scottish Parliament 

MtCO₂e Megatonnes of Carbon Dioxide Equivalent 

MW Megawatt 

NAC Noise Advisory Council 

NAQO National Air Quality Objective 
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Term Definition 

NBN National Biodiversity Network 

NCR National Cycle Route 

ND National Development 

NDC Nationally Determined Contribution 

NEPS National Electrofishing Programme for Scotland 

NESO National Energy System Operator 

NETS National Electricity Transmission System 

NFVI  Neighbourhood Flood Vulnerability Index  

NGET National Grid Electricity Transmission 

NGOs Non-governmental organisations 

NH3 Ammonia 

NHL National Heritage List 

NHRE National Record of the Historic Environment 

NHZ (as used in Chapter 10) National Heritage Zone 

NHZ (as used in Appendix A10.6) Natural Heritage Zone 

NIP National Islands Plan 

NMP National Marine Plan 

NMU Non-motorised user (pedestrians, cyclists). 

NNR National Nature Reserve 

NO2 Nitrogen Dioxide 

NOx Oxides of Nitrogen 

NPF National Planning Framework 

NPF4 National Planning Framework 4 

NRMM Non-Road Mobile Machinery 

NRS National Records of Scotland 

NRTF / NRTF97 National Road Traffic Forecast (1997) 

NS NatureScot 

NSA National Scenic Area 

NSR Noise Sensitive Receptor 

NSVMP Navigational Safety and Vessel Management Plan 
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Term Definition 

NtM Notices to Mariners 

NTS Non-Technical Summary 

NVC National Vegetation Classification 

NVC National Vegetation Communities 

O&M  Operation and Maintenance   

OAA Option Agreement Area 

OBPP Outline Bird Protection Plan 

OBREP Outline Biodiversity Restoration and Enhancement Plan 

OCAS Offshore Cable Area of Search 

OCC Onshore Cable Corridor 

OCWTP Outline Construction Workforce Travel Plan 

Ofgem The Office of Gas and Electricity Markets 

OFLO Offshore Fisheries Liaison Officer 

OFTO Offshore Transmission Owner 

OFW Offshore Wind Farm 

OHBR Outer Hebrides Biological Recording 

OHBRC Outer Hebrides Biodiversity Records Centre 

OHDDP Outline Horizontal Directional Drilling Plan 

OHFT Outer Hebrides Fisheries Trust 

OHIFG Outer Hebrides Inshore Fisheries Group 

OHL Overhead Line 

OHLDP Outer Hebrides Local Development Plan 

OHLDP-3 Outer Hebrides Local Development Plan 3 

OHLP Outer Hebrides/Na h-Eileanan Siar Local Development Plan 

OHMP Outline Habitat Management Plan 

OHTGA Outer Hebrides Tour Guides Association 

OHTZ Outer Hebrides Thrust Zone 

ONS Office for National Statistics 

ONSS Onshore Substation 

OOWSI Onshore Outline Written Scheme of Investigation 
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Term Definition 

OPEX Operating Expenditure 

OS Ordnance Survey 

OSP Offshore Substation Platform 

OTMP Operational Traffic Management Plan 

OTW Onshore Transmission Works 

OTWB Onshore Transmission Works Boundary 

OWF  Offshore Wind Farm  

OWIC Offshore Wind Industry Council 

PAC Pre-application Consultation 

PAHs Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons 

PAN Planning Advice Note 

PAN 75 

Scottish Government Planning Advice Note 75: Planning for 

Transport. 

PAS Planning Aid for Scotland 

PC Public Consultation 

PC1 Phase 1 Consultation 

PC2 Phase 2 Consultation 

PCA Peatland Condition Assessment 

PCBs Polychlorinated Biphenyl’s 

PDE Project Design Envelope 

PE Polyethylene 

PHO Public Health Observatory 

PIA Personal Injury Accident. 

PLGR Pre-Lay Grapnel Run 

PLHRA Peat Landslide Hazard Risk Assessment 

PM10 Particulate Matter <10 Âµm 

PM2.5 Particulate Matter <2.5 Âµm 

PMF Priority Marine Feature 

PMP Peat Management Plan 

PO Plan Option 
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Term Definition 

PoAN Proposal of Application Notice 

POE Port of Entry 

POI Point of Interest 

PPC Pollution Prevent Control 

PPG Pollution Prevention Guidelines 

PPP Pollution Prevention Plan 

PRA Preliminary Risk Assessment 

PRoW Public Rights of Way 

pSAC Potential Special Area of Conservation 

PSCS Project Supervisor Construction Stage 

pSPA Potential Special Protection Area 

PSRA Protected Species Risk Assessment 

PVA Potentially Vulnerable Area 

PWS Private Water Supply 

Q&A Question and Answer 

QIA Qualitative Impact Assessment 

RAG Red-Amber-Green 

RAMSAR Ramsar site 

RBMP River Basin Management Plan 

RCAHMS 

Royal Commission on Ancient and Historical Monuments (functions 

transferred to HES in 2015) 

RCP8.5 

Representative Concentration Pathway 8.5 (high emissions 

scenario) 

RIAA Report to Inform Appropriate Assessment 

RICS Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 

RLB Red Line Boundary 

RMP Regional Marine Plan 

RSPB Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

RSS Regional Spatial Strategy 

RTS Highlands and Islands Regional Transport Strategy (HITRANS). 
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Term Definition 

RUK RenewableUK 

RWI Raw Water Intake 

RWP Raw Water Pumping 

RWS Raw Water Storage 

s.36 Section 36 

SAC Special Area of Conservation 

SBL Scottish Biodiversity List 

SCADA Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition 

ScARF Scotland Archaeological Research Framework 

SCDS Supply Chain Development Statement 

SCI Sites of Community Importance 

SCM Site Condition Monitoring 

SCNI  Scottish Community Needs Index  

SDG Sustainable Development Goals 

SEIA Socio-economic Impact Assessment 

SEL Sound Exposure Level 

SEPA Scottish Environment Protection Agency 

SF₆ Sulphur Hexafluoride 

SFCC Scottish Fisheries Coordination Centre 

SGT Supergrid Transformer 

SGWE Supplementary Guidance for Wind Energy 

SIA Social Impact Assessment 

SIC Standard Industrial Classification 

SIMD  Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation   

SINC Sites of Interest for Nature Conservation 

SLMs Sound Level Meters 

SLO Site Liaison Officer 

SLQ Special Landscape Quality 

SLR Single-lens Reflex 

SLVIA Seascape, Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
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Term Definition 

SM Scheduled Monument 

SMP Sectoral Marine Plan 

SMP-OWE Sectoral Marine Plan for Offshore Wind Energy 

SNAP Scottish National Adaptation Plan 

SNH Scottish Natural Heritage 

SNIFFER Scotland & Northern Ireland Forum for Environmental Research 

SOV (as used in Supporting 

Document 6.7: Outline 

Construction Traffic Management 

Plan (CTMP)) Single Occupancy Vehicle 

SOV (as used in Chapter 6 and 18) Service Operational Vessel  

SPA Special Protection Area 

SPA (as used in Appendix A13.2) Source Protection Area 

SPA (as used in Appendix A12.1) Swept Path Assessment 

SPEED Successful Planning = Effective Engagement and Delivery 

SPMP Soil and Peat Management Plan 

SPMT Self-Propelled Modular Transporter 

SPP Species Protection Plan 

SPP Scottish Planning Policy 

S-P-R Source-Pathway-Receptor 

SQE Suitably Qualified Ecologist 

SR Shunt Reactor 

SR Scottish Renewables 

SRI Sound Reduction Index 

SRSG Scottish Raptor Study Group 

SRUC Scotland/Alba’s Rural College 

SSA  Small Study Area  

SSEN Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks 

SSSI Site of Special Scientific Interest 

SSWSI Site Specific Written Scheme of Investigation 

ST Short-term monitoring location 
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Term Definition 

Statcom Static Synchronous Compensator 

STEM Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 

STPR2 Second Strategic Transport Projects Review 

SuDS Sustainable Drainage Systems 

SVOCs Semi Volatile Organic Compounds 

SWC Schedule of Watercourse Crossings 

TAN Technical Advice Note 

TCC Temporary Construction Compound 

TCO Transport Co-ordinator 

tCO2e Tonnes of Carbon Dioxide Equivalent 

TGN Technical Guidance Note 

TJB Transition Joint Bay 

TM65 Technical Memorandum 65 (CIBSE) 

TN Target Note 

TPH Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons 

TS Transport Scotland 

TSO Transmission System Operator 

TSRGD Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions 

TTS Temporary Threshold Shift 

UGC Underground Cable 

UGSC Updated Grid Substation Consultation 

UHI University of the Highlands and Islands 

UK United Kingdom 

UKBAP United Kingdom Biodiversity Action Plan 

UKCP United Kingdom Climate Change Projections 

UKCP18 UK Climate Projections 2018 

UKHSA UK Health Security Agency 

UKRI UK Research Institute 

UN United Nations 

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 
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Term Definition 

UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

USO  Universal Service Obligation  

UXO Unexploded Ordnance 

VAT Value Added Tax 

VEN Volcanic Emission Network 

VOCs Volatile Organic Compounds 

WCA Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 

WCA Wildlife and Countryside Act 

WCEMP Water Construction Environmental Management Plan 

WCX Watercourse Crossing ID 

WEWS Water Environment and Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003 

WFD Water Framework Directive 

WIDSFB Western Isles District Salmon Fisheries Board 

WIFA Western Isles Fishermen’s Association 

WIH Western Isles Hospital 

WLA Wild Land Area 

WLCA Whole Life Carbon Assessment 

WML Waste Management License 

WSEG West Side Estates Group 

WSI Written Scheme of Investigation 

WTG Wind Turbine Generator 

WTIV Wind Turbine Installation Vessel 

WTN Wind Turbine Noise 

XLPE Cross linked polyethylene 

ZoC Zone of Contribution 

ZoI Zone of Influence 

ZSL Zoological Society of London 

ZTV Zone of Theoretical Visibility 
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3 GLOSSARY 

3.1.1.1 Table 3-1 below provides definitions of key terms used throughout this EIAR.  

Table 3-1 Glossary 

Term Meaning 

% on time The amount of time that the noise from equipment/plant/activity is 

present in a nominal assessment period, expressed as a percentage 

µg/m3  Micrograms per cubic metre. A measure of concentration in terms of 

mass per unit volume. A concentration of 1 µg/m3 means that one 

cubic metre of air contains one microgram (millionth of a gram) of 

pollutant. 

A weighting Frequency weighted sound level, weighted according to the A-scale, 

which takes into account the increased sensitivity of the human ear at 

some frequencies. 

Abnormal Indivisible Load (AIL) A large or heavy load that exceeds standard vehicle 

dimensions/weights and cannot be divided. Requires special routing, 

notifications and escort procedures. 

Abnormal Indivisible Load 

Vehicle (AILV) 

Specialist vehicle used to transport AILs such as transformers, shunt 

reactors and cable drums. 

Abnormal Load Route 

Assessment 

Assessment of suitable road routes for AIL movements, considering 

constraints, safety and regulatory requirements. 

Access Management Plan (AMP) A management plan within the CEMP identifying how access 

arrangements will be controlled during construction. 

Access Option A / Access Option 

B 

Two access routes between the A857 and the Onshore Landfall Area. 

Option A is a new access road; Option B upgrades the existing 

cemetery access road. 

Acoustic feature correction A penalty applied to a specific sound at the receptor to account for 

certain acoustic features that make the sound stand out from the 

prevailing acoustic environment. This is relevant to a BS 4142 

assessment. 

AECS Agri-Environment Climate Scheme promotes land management 

practices that: protect and enhance Scotland's biodiversity. improve 

water quality. manage flood risk.  
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Term Meaning 

Air overpressure The pressure wave transmitted through the air as a result of a blast 

detonation. 

Air quality standard The concentrations of pollutants in the atmosphere which can broadly 

be taken to achieve a certain level of environmental quality. The 

standards are based on the assessment of the effects of each pollutant 

on human health including the effects on sensitive subgroups (see 

also air quality objective). 

Ambient sound Totally encompassing sound in a given situation at a given time, 

usually composed of sound from many sources near and far. 

Ambient sound level The LAeq,T, of the totally encompassing sound in a given situation at 

a given time, usually from many sources near and far, at the 

assessment location over a given time interval, T. 

Amenity The natural environment, cultural heritage, landscape and visual 

quality. Also includes the impact of the Applicant’s works on 

communities, such as the effects of noise and disturbance from 

construction activities. 

Annual mean The average (mean) of the concentrations measured for each pollutant 

for one year.  

Apportionment Process by which a crofter is granted exclusive use of a specific area of 

common grazing land for certain purposes. 

Appropriate Assessment An assessment required by the Habitats Directive where a project (or 

plan) would be likely to have a significant effect on a European site, 

either alone or in combination with other plans or projects (part of the 

Habitats Regulations Assessment process). 

Aquaculture Farming of fish, shellfish and other aquatic organisms in controlled 

environments, either marine or freshwater. 

Archaeological Clerk of Works 

(ACoW) 

A specialist supervising archaeological works during construction, 

ensuring mitigation, monitoring and recording are implemented 

correctly. 

Archaeological Contractor Organisation responsible for carrying out archaeological fieldwork, 

analysis, reporting, and archiving, under ACoW supervision. 

Archaeological Curator Official at Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (CnES) responsible for advising on 

the historic environment, approving SSWSIs, and monitoring works. 

Archaeological Desk-Based 

Assessment (DBA) 

Review of existing records, mapping, LiDAR, archives and prior 

investigations to establish the archaeological baseline. 

Archaeological Excavation Intrusive investigation of significant archaeological remains through 

detailed hand excavation, sampling and recording. 
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Archaeological Monitoring / 

Watching Brief 

A formal programme of observation and recording during 

construction to identify previously unknown archaeological remains. 

Array Area  The offshore area within which the offshore wind turbine generators 

(WTGs), associated foundations, Offshore Cables, and Offshore 

Substation Platform (OSP) (if required), will be located. This area 

encompasses the Turbine Area that will contain all above water 

surface infrastructure (WTGs / OSP) and an additional area within 

which further below water infrastructure (foundations and cables) may 

also be located. 

Array Cables The offshore electrical and communication cables that connect 

infrastructure located within the Array Area, for: 

• Scenario 1: Array Cables will be used to connect Wind Turbine 

Generators (WTGs) to each other, and to connect WTGs to the OSP.  

• Scenario 2: Array Cables will be used to connect WTGs to each other. 

Array Cables to Landfall The offshore electrical and communication cables located in the Array 

Area and Offshore Cables Area of Search that connect the wind 

turbine generators (WTGs) directly to Landfall for Scenario 2. 

Assemblage A group of species found in the same location 

Avoidance Prevention of impacts occurring, having regard to predictions about 

potentially negative environmental effects (e.g. project decisions 

about site location or design). 

A-Weighting The A-weighting is a filter that can be applied to measured results at 

varying frequencies, to mimic the frequency response of the human 

ear, and therefore better represent the likely perceived loudness of the 

sound.   

Background sound level The underlying level of sound over a period, T, and is represented by 

LA90,T, the level exceeded for 90% of the measurement interval T. 

Baseline Refers to existing conditions as represented by latest available survey 

and other data which is used as a benchmark for making comparisons 

to assess the impact of development. 

Bellmouth A widened access point/junction used to allow construction vehicles 

to safely enter or exit haul roads or temporary construction 

compounds. 

Bern Convention An international treaty focused on protecting wild plants and animals 

and their natural habitats adopted in Bern, Switzerland in 1979. The 

convention aims to conserve biodiversity, promote cooperation 

between countries, and emphasize the importance of endangered 

species.  
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Biodiversity The variability among living organisms from all sources, including 

terrestrial, marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological 

complexes of which they are part: this includes diversity within species, 

between species and of ecosystems. 

Biophysical change Alteration in biological and/or physical conditions of the environment 

(e.g. changes in the atmospheric concentration of carbon dioxide, 

altered soil pH or change in the frequency of a plant compensation 

species in an area). 

Blasting The controlled use of explosives to break rock into manageable pieces 

for extraction and processing. 

Bonn Convention A United Nations environmental treaty focused on conserving 

migratory species and their habitats. The convention provides a global 

platform for cooperation among nations to protect animals that 

migrate across international borders.  

Boulder Inorganic riverbed substrate of particle size >256mm 

Breeding Bird Season In Scotland, the bird breeding or nesting season is generally defined 

as being from March to August when most bird species are actively 

building nests, laying eggs, and raising their young. This will vary by 

species – as noted within the document. 

British Geological Survey (BGS) UK’s main provider of objective and authoritative scientific data, 

information and knowledge to help society understand the Earth. 

Business unit The smallest level of business for which statistical information is 

available. A unit represents an individual site such as a factory or shop 

within a business enterprise. 

Carbon dioxide equivalent 

(CO2e) 

Carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e) is a term for describing different 

GHGs in a common unit. For any quantity and type of GHG, 

CO2e represents the amount of carbon dioxide (CO2) which would 

have the equivalent global warming impact. 

Carbon payback period The period required before displaced GHG emissions equal the life 

cycle GHG emissions for the Project. 

Central Haul Road Temporary internal road between cable trenches along the A857 used 

for construction traffic movement. 

Chambered Cairn A prehistoric burial monument comprising stone chambers covered by 

a cairn, generally dating to the Neolithic period. 

CLEA Contaminated Land Exposure Assessment – a UK model used to derive 

soil guideline values for assessing human health risks. 
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Climate hazard The potential occurrence of a natural or human-induced physical 

event or trend that may cause loss of life, injury, or other health 

impacts, as well as damage and loss to property, infrastructure, 

livelihoods, service provision, ecosystems and environmental 

resources. 

Climate resilience The capacity of the Onshore Project to withstand and adapt to 

climate-related hazards such as extreme weather events, sea level rise, 

and flooding 

Cobble Inorganic riverbed substrate of particle size between 64-256mm 

Combined Effects Combined effect of the individual development on one particular 

receptor; for example noise, dust, and visual. This includes Project-

Lifetime Effects and Receptor-Led Effects. 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar The local authority for the Western Isles/Na h-Eileanan an Iar. 

Commitment A commitment is a formalised record of the mitigation measures the 

Applicant will deliver as part of the Project and how the measures will 

be secured. 

Common Grazing Shared areas of land in crofting tenure over which multiple crofters 

have a right to graze livestock. 

Common Receptor A Common Receptor is an NSR that could be affected by more than 

one type of impact from the same project and is therefore assessed 

for combined or cumulative whole project effects. 

Compensation Measures taken to offset the loss of, or permanent damage to, 

ecological features despite mitigation. Any replacement area should 

be similar in terms of biological features and ecological functions that 

have been lost or damaged, or with appropriate management have 

the ability to reproduce the ecological functions and conditions of 

those biological features. Compensation addresses negative effects 

which are residual, after avoidance and mitigation have been 

considered. It is this objective of compensation, and not its location, 

that distinguishes compensation from ‘mitigation’. Depending on 

circumstances, compensation measures may be located within or 

outside the project site. 

Competent Authority Competent Authority means the decision-maker on the application for 

consent to which the HRA relates. For the purposes of this Report, the 

competent authority is Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (CnES). 

Conceptual Site Model (CSM) A structured representation (narrative, tabular, or graphical) of 

potential contaminant sources, pathways, and receptors at a site. 
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Condition A measure of a habitat against its ecological optimum state, used to 

assess quality variation. 

Connectivity A measure of the functional availability of the habitats needed for a 

particular species to move through a given area. Examples include the 

flight lines used by bats to travel between roosts and foraging areas 

or the corridors of appropriate habitat needed by some slow 

colonising species if they are to spread. 

Conservation objective Objective for the conservation of biodiversity (e.g. specific objective 

within a management plan or broad objectives of policy). 

Conservation status The state of a species or habitat including for example, extent, 

abundance, distribution and their trends. 

Conservative Tending to over-predict the impact rather than under-predict. 

Construction Environnent 

Management Plan (CEMP) 

A Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) is a 

document outlining how a construction project will manage and 

minimise its environmental impacts. It's a key part of planning 

applications, ensuring compliance with legislation and promoting 

responsible construction practices. 

Construction Runoff Permit  A permit required for large construction sites to manage surface water 

runoff and prevent pollution. 

Construction Traffic 

Management Plan (CTMP) 

The final, detailed traffic management plan secured by planning 

condition and developed from the OCTMP. 

Consultation The dynamic process of dialogue between individuals or groups, 

based on a genuine exchange of views and, normally, with the 

objective of influencing decisions, policies or programmes of action. 

Contaminated Land Land that poses significant harm or a significant possibility of harm to 

human health or the environment due to substances present in, on, or 

under the land. 

Controlled Activities Regulations  Scottish legislation regulating activities that may affect the water 

environment, including engineering works in watercourses. 

Core path Paths drawn up by local authorities or National Park authorities in 

Scotland/Alba to allow public access. 

Croft/Croft Land A small rented farm or enclosed field, especially one in Scotland, often 

attached to a house and with a right of pasturage held in common 

with other such farms. 

Crofting A form of agricultural land tenure in the Highlands and Islands of 

Scotland/Alba. 
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Cumulative Effects Considers the likely significant effects of multiple impacts and 

activities from several developments. 

dB Decibel. A unit used to measure the intensity of a sound or the power 

level of an electrical signal by comparing it with a given level on a 

logarithmic scale. 

dB(A) A-weighted decibel 

Deadweight Economic output that would occur under a ‘do nothing’ scenario. 

Deep Water Terminal (DWT) The port at Arnish expected to receive abnormal loads and bulk 

construction materials. 

Degree of Hazard (DoH) Categorisation of traffic hazard severity in the Fear and Intimidation 

assessment based on flow, heavy vehicle numbers and speed. 

Desk Study A review of historical maps, environmental data, regulatory records, 

and other secondary sources to identify potential contamination. 

Dewatering Refers to the process of controlling and removing water that enters an 

excavation or construction site. Ingress can be via direct precipitation, 

surface water inflow, or groundwater ingress. 

Displacement Economic output that would be accounted for by reduce outputs 

elsewhere in the study area. 

Distribution The geographical presence of a feature. This can depend on factors 

such as climate and altitude. 

EASRA A unified regulatory framework introduced by SEPA that consolidates 

multiple environmental regimes (including the former Controlled 

Activities Regulations (CAR) for water) into a single authorisation 

system. EASR standardises authorisation types (General Binding Rules, 

Registrations, Permits), 

Ecological feature Habitats, species or ecosystems. 

Ecological zone of influence The area in which impacts on ecological features could occur as a 

result of the Onshore Project 

Ecosystem A dynamic complex of plant, animal and micro-organism communities 

and their non-living environment interacting as a functional unit. 

ECoW An Ecological Clerk of Works (ECoW) is a site-based ecologist who 

oversees works and provides advice on an appropriate approach for 

the management of ecological features in the context of 

environmental legislation and planning policy. 

Effect  Term used to express the consequence of an impact. The significance 

of an effect is determined by correlating the magnitude of the impact 
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with the importance, or sensitivity, of the receptor or resource in 

accordance with defined significance criteria.  

Electronic Service Delivery for 

Abnormal Loads (ESDAL) 

National Highways system used to notify and coordinate abnormal 

load movements. 

Embedded or ‘Designed-in’ 

Mitigation 

Mitigation measures to avoid or reduce environmental effects that are 

directly incorporated into the preferred design for the Project. This can 

include standard practice in accordance with or without guidance. 

Embedded Mitigation is considered as part of the impact assessment, 

before effect significance is identified. 

Enclosure An area bounded by banks, ditches, walls or similar features, often 

relating to settlement or agricultural activity. 

Enhancement Improved management of ecological features or provision of new 

ecological features, resulting in a net benefit to biodiversity, which is 

unrelated to a negative impact or is ‘over and above’ that required to 

mitigate / compensate for an impact. 

Environmental Constraints Plan Identifies sensitive habitat and deep peat areas during the pre-

construction phase in support of the Site Access Plan and the Peat 

Management Plan.  

Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) 

A formal process set down in Town & Country Planning 

(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 used 

to systematically identify, predict and assess the likely significant 

environmental impacts of a proposed project or development. 

Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report (EIAR) 

The Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) prepared to 

assess the likely significant effects of the Project on the environment.  

Evaluation Trenching Machine-excavated trenches used to identify and characterise 

archaeological remains prior to construction. 

Exceedance A period of time where concentrations of a pollutant is greater than 

the appropriate air quality standard. 

Export cables The offshore electrical and communication cables located in the Array 

Area and Offshore Cables Area of Search that connect the Offshore 

Substation Platform (OSP) (if required) to Landfall for Scenario 1.  

Exposure The nature and degree to which climate variations may pose a risk to 

the Project 

Exposure Assessment Evaluation of how, how much, and how often receptors may come 

into contact with contaminants. 

Fish Habitat Sensitivity An ecological classification indicating the potential of a watercourse to 

support protected or migratory fish species. 
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Floating Road Formation A temporary haul-road construction method used in peatland to avoid 

peat excavation, using granular layers and geogrid. 

Fluvial Of or found in a river. 

Fluvial geomorphology Term used in river basin management to describe the hydrological and 

geomorphological processes and attributes of rivers, lakes, estuaries 

and coastal waters. 

Foreshore The part of a shore between high- and low-water marks (also known 

as the intertidal zone). 

Fragmentation The breaking up of a habitat, ecosystem or land-use type into smaller 

parcels with a consequent impairment of ecological function. 

Free-field level Resulting level from a measurement that is undertaken away from the 

acoustic influence of a reflective façade (i.e., at least 3.5 m away from 

any reflective source, not including the ground). 

Frequency in Octave Bands A range of frequencies where the upper frequency limit is twice that of 

the lower frequency limit. For example, the 1,000 Hz octave band 

contains acoustic energy at all frequencies from 707 to 1,414 Hz. 

Frequency in One Third Octave 

Bands 

Octave bands that are sub-divided into three parts, equal to 23% of 

the centre frequency. Used when octave analysis does not provide 

sufficient detail. Divides the audio spectrum into 33 or more equal 

parts where the cut-off frequencies have a ratio of 21/3, which is 

approximately 1.26. For example, a 1 kHz third-octave band filter has a 

centre frequency of 1,000 Hz with lower and upper frequencies of 

891 Hz and 1,112 Hz, respectively. 

Fry Salmonid juveniles under 1 year old 

Fugitive Dust Dust comprises particles typically in the size range 1-75 micrometres 

(µm) in aerodynamic diameter and is created through the action of 

crushing and abrasive forces on materials. 

Full-time equivalent Equivalent to the workload of one full-time employee. 

Future Baseline  Refers to the situation in future years without the Project.  

Gàidhealtachd Term for the area of Scotland/Alba in which Gaelic is commonly 

spoken, often synonymous with the Highlands and Islands. 

Garden and Designed 

Landscape (GDL) 

A nationally recognised landscape of artistic, horticultural, 

architectural or historical value. 

General Binding Rules  A set of mandatory rules under EASRA for low-risk activities that do 

not require formal application but must be followed. 
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Geoarchaeological Core A core sample taken to assess soils, sediments, and 

palaeoenvironmental or archaeological potential. 

Geographic scale The geographic context for evaluation. 

Geological Conservation Review 

(GCR) 

The Geological Conservation Review (GCR) is a process to select areas 

of national and international importance for their geology and 

geomorphology within Great Britain. 

Geology The study of the rocks and similar substances that make up the earth's 

surface. 

Glide River flow type consisting of smooth laminar flow with little surface 

turbulence. Shallow glide <0.3m, deep glide >0.3m.  

Gravel Inorganic riverbed substrate of particle size between 2-16mm 

Greenhouse Gas emissions GHG emissions are determined by the Kyoto Protocol (1997) to 

include six categories of gases: carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous 

oxide, F-gases (hydrofluorocarbons and perfluorocarbons), 

sulphur hexafluoride and nitrogen trifluoride. To provide consistent 

reporting of these gases, each is weighted by its global warming 

potential and converted to a carbon dioxide equivalent (CO2e). 

Grid Substation The onshore substation located adjacent to and connecting to the 

SSEN Lewis Hub. This allows the voltage to be increased to meet 

onward transmission requirements. 

Gross Value Added Measure of the economic output of an area, industry, or sector of the 

economy. 

Groundwater Water located beneath the ground surface in soil pore spaces and in 

the fractures of rock formations. 

Groundwater abstraction The removal or diversion of water from the natural groundwater 

environment, by a variety of means, including pumps, pipes, boreholes 

and wells. 

Groundwater Dependent 

Terrestrial Ecosystems 

GWDTEs are wetlands that rely on groundwater for their water supply, 

rather than surface water or rainfall. 

Habitat The place or type of site where an organism or population naturally 

occurs. Often used in the wider sense referring to major assemblages 

of plants and animals found together. 

Habitats Regulations 

Assessment 

An assessment of projects (or plans) potentially affecting European 

sites in the UK, required under the Habitats Directive and Regulations. 

Haul Road Temporary 6 m-wide private road constructed along the Cable 

Corridor to reduce traffic on public roads. 
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Hazard Identification The process of determining which contaminants may be present and 

pose a risk. 

Head-dyke A boundary dividing cultivated land from rough grazing, typically 

medieval or post-medieval in date. 

Headwaters A tributary stream of a river close to or forming part of its source. 

Normally wet flushes, bogs or springs at the head of first-order 

streams. 

Hectares (ha) A unit of surface area for land. It is equal to 10,000 square meters and 

2.47 acres of land. 

Hertz (Hz) The number of waves per second. The unit of measurement for 

frequency of a sound wave. 

Historic Environment Record 

(HER) 

Primary repository of archaeological information. Includes information 

from past investigations, local knowledge, find spots, and 

documentary and cartographic sources 

Historic Land-Use Assessment 

(HLA) 

A national dataset mapping historic land-use patterns and landscape 

evolution. 

Horizontal Directional Drill 

(HDD) 

A trenchless crossing engineering technique using a drill steered 

underground without the requirement for open trenches. This method 

is able to carry out the underground installation of pipes and cables 

with minimal surface disruption. 

Hut Circle Remains of circular prehistoric domestic structures, often indicated by 

low turf or stone banks. 

Hydrogeology A branch of geology concerned with the occurrence, use, and 

functions of surface water and groundwater. 

Hydrological regime The statistical pattern of a river’s constantly varying flow rate. 

Hydrology The study of water on and beneath the earth’s surface, with regards to 

its occurrence, distribution, movement and properties as well as its 

relationship with the environment within each phase of the water 

cycle. 

Impact Change that is caused by an action; for example, land clearing (action) 

during construction which results in physical loss of soils (impact) or 

foundation installation (action) during construction which results in 

habitat loss (impact). 

Important ecological features Ecological features requiring specific assessment within EcIA. 

Ecological features can be important for a variety of reasons (e.g. 

quality and extent of designated sites or habitats, habitat / species 

rarity). 
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Institute of Environmental 

Management and Assessment 

(IEMA) now known as Institute 

of Sustainability and 

Environmental Professionals 

(ISEP) 

A global membership body that sets standards for professionals in the 

environmental and sustainability sectors. 

Integrity The coherence of the designated site’s ecological structure and 

function, across its whole area, that enables the site to sustain the 

habitat, complex of habitats, and/or the levels of species populations 

for which it was designated. 

Intervisibility The ability for two places or heritage assets to be seen from one 

another, relevant to assessing setting relationships. 

ISO 9613-2 International Organization for Standardization (ISO) 9613-2:2024 

Acoustics – Attenuation of sound during propagation outdoors. Part 2: 

Engineering method for the prediction of sound pressure levels 

outdoors. 

Isolation Techniques Methods such as cofferdams or caissons used to temporarily divert or 

contain water during open-cut crossings. 

Joint Bay A small underground chamber used to connect and maintain cables. 

LA10,18h The LA10,18h is the A-weighted sound pressure level that is exceeded 

for 10% of an 18-hour measurement. The ‘A’ denotes that the level is 

determined with ‘A-weighting’ applied. 

LA90,T The A-weighted sound pressure level that is exceeded for 90% of a 

given time interval, T. Known as the ‘background sound level’. The ‘A’ 

denotes that the level is determined with ‘A-weighting’ applied. 

LAeq,T The A-weighted equivalent continuous sound level. It is the notional 

continuous level that, over the defined time period, T, contains the 

same sound energy as the actual fluctuating sound that occurred over 

the same time period. The ‘A’ denotes that the level is determined 

with ‘A-weighting’ applied. 

LAFmax,T The maximum recorded sound level within a given time period, T, 

measured using a fast time weighting. The ‘A’ denotes that the level is 

determined with ‘A-weighting’ applied. 

LAN,T The level of A-weighted noise exceeded for N% of the measurement 

time T. Note that the time weighting (usually Fast) is sometimes 

included, denoted by ‘F’ (e.g. LAFN,T). The ‘A’ denotes that the level is 

determined with ‘A-weighting’ applied. 
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Land Capability for Agriculture 

(LCA)  

It is a land evaluation ranking that groups soils based on their 

potential for agricultural purpose. 

Landfall Substation The optional onshore substation located on the west side of the Isle of 

Lewis. Includes the platform, buildings and associated components 

which allows the voltage to be increased to meet onward transmission 

requirements. 

Landfall  This consists of works from offshore Horizontal Directional Drill (HDD) 

exit pits (located below MLWS) to onshore at the Transition Joint Bays 

(TJB) (located above MHWS). The infrastructure and installation 

methods associated with the Landfall involves both onshore and 

offshore components.  

LCRM Land Contamination Risk Management – UK-wide guidance adopted 

by SEPA for assessing and managing risks from historic land 

contamination. 

Leakage Economic outputs that would occur outside the study area.  

Lease Area Legal agreement from the Crown Estate Scotland whereby an option 

over an area of foreshore or seabed is granted to a developer for an 

agreed purpose. If the required permissions are gained, the developer 

can exercise their rights to enter into a lease. In this case this is the 

same spatial area as the Array Area.  

Lentic Standing waterbody such as a lake 

Level of Fear and Intimidation 

(LoFI) 

Describes the degree of discomfort experienced by pedestrians or 

cyclists due to traffic conditions. 

LiDAR (Light Detection and 

Ranging) 

Remote-sensing technique that creates high-resolution terrain models 

useful for identifying subtle archaeological features. 

Link Box A small underground chamber used to connect and maintain cables. 

Local Development Plan (LDP) LDPs are usually prepared by the Local Planning Authority and set out 

proposals for future development and use of land in their area. 

Lochan Small loch (or lake). 

Lotic Flowing waterbody such as a river 

LWA The sound power level of a sound source. The ‘A’ denotes that the 

level is determined with ‘A-weighting’ applied. 

Machair A coastal grassland habitat found in the Western Isles, frequently 

associated with rich archaeological deposits. 

Made Ground Man-made deposits such as fill material, often found on brownfield 

sites and potentially contaminated. 
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Major watercourse Any watercourse large enough to be shown on a 1:50,000 scale OS 

map. 

Management plan A management plan is a structured document that sets out the 

procedures, roles and responsibilities needed to effectively implement 

specific measures during a project. It provides a clear framework for 

how identified mitigation, monitoring, and compliance actions will be 

delivered. 

Maximum Design Scenario Combination of designed development elements with the largest 

potential impact on existing landscape and associated environmental 

functions.  

Maximum Design Scenario 

(MDS) 

The scenario within the Project Design Envelope with the potential to 

result in the greatest impact on a particular topic receptor, and 

therefore the one that should be assessed for that topic receptor.  

Mean (average) The arithmetic average of a set of numbers, e.g. add up the numbers 

and divide by the number of numbers. 

Megalith / Standing Stone A large upright stone of prehistoric origin, commonly linked to 

ceremonial or ritual practices. 

Micrositing The process of positioning individual Project elements avoid localised 

environmental or technical constraints.  

Midden A deposit of archaeological waste—such as shells, pottery, bone and 

organics—indicating past human activity. 

Minor watercourse Small watercourse channels not typically shown on a 1:50,000 scale OS 

map. Minor watercourses can be shown on larger scale maps such as 

1:10,000 or 1:25,000 OS. Minor watercourses also include unmapped 

or ephemeral channels. 

Mitigation Term used to indicate avoidance, remediation or alleviation of adverse 

impacts. 

Mitigation measure In the context of EIA, mitigation refers to the measures proposed to 

avoid, reduce or offset environmental impacts that could otherwise 

result in significant adverse effects. These measures may be 

embedded in the project design, required through standard practice, 

or added specifically to minimise predicted effects. They form the 

basis of assessment and are described within the relevant topic 

chapters and captures in management plans, where appropriate. 

Modal (average) The mode is the number in a dataset that is repeated more often than 

any other number in the same set. 
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Multiple deprivation A relative measure of deprivation in Scotland/Alba across seven 

‘domains’: income, employment, education, health, access to services, 

crime, and housing.  

Multiplier effects Further economic activity that would occur due to additional local 

income and local supplier purchases. 

Multiuse Pathway A shared-use path created by repurposing the haul road for walking, 

cycling and active travel between Barvas and Stornoway. 

National Cycle Network (NCN) A collection of signed walking and cycling paths connecting Scotland's 

cities, towns and countryside. 

National Heritage List (NHL) 

with information on statutorily 

designated historic assets 

Statutory designations (scheduled monuments; statutorily listed 

buildings; registered parks and gardens; historic battlefields) can 

provide a significant constraint to development. 

National Planning Framework 4 

(NPF4) 

The national spatial strategy for Scotland. It sets out spatial principles, 

regional priorities, national developments and national planning 

policy. It replaces NPF3 and Scottish Planning Policy. 

Nature Conservation (Scotland) 

Act 2004 

An Act of the Scottish Parliament to make provision in relation to the 

conservation of biodiversity under which public bodies in Scotland 

have a duty to further the conservation of biodiversity when carrying 

out their responsibilities.  

NatureScot NatureScot (formerly Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH)) is a public body 

of the Scottish Government and Scotland's nature agency advising the 

Scottish Government on matters relating to natural heritage.  

NO₂ Nitrogen dioxide is primarily emitted from combustion processes, 

particularly road traffic, making it a key pollutant in urban 

environments and near busy roads. It is especially relevant when 

assessing air quality impacts from transport and energy sources. 

Exposure to NO₂ can irritate the respiratory system, exacerbate 

asthma, and increase vulnerability to respiratory infections, particularly 

in children and individuals with pre-existing conditions. 

Noise A term used to describe ‘unwanted sound’ or any sound that is 

undesired by the recipient. 

Non-breeding Bird Season The non-breeding bird season is the period when birds are not 

reproducing, typically occurring outside of their annual breeding 

season. 

NPF4 The National Planning Framework 4 is the national spatial strategy for 

Scotland. It underpins all planning policy decisions since its adoption 

in February 2023. 
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NVC The British National Vegetation Classification or NVC is a system of 

classifying natural habitat types in Great Britain according to the 

vegetation they contain. 

Offshore Application  The application for Marine Licences under the Marine (Scotland) Act 

2010 (between 0 and 12nm) and a Section 36 consent under the 

Electricity Act 1989. 

Offshore Cable Area of 

Search (OCAS)  

The area within which the offshore electrical and communication 

cables between the Array Area and Landfall up to Mean High Water 

Springs (MHWS) will be located.  

Offshore Cables  Electrical and communication cables located within the Array Area and 

Offshore Cable Area of Search. The Offshore Cables consist of Array 

Cables, Array Cables to Landfall, and Export Cables. 

Offshore Landfall Area The area seaward of Mean High Water Springs (MHWS) within the 

Offshore Cable Area of Search (OCAS) that includes works associated 

with the Horizontal Directional Drill (HDD) installation, including HDD 

exit pit(s) (located below MLWS) and offshore cable connection to the 

onshore (TJB) (located above MHWS). 

Offshore Project The components of the Spiorad na Mara offshore wind farm (the 

Project) located seaward of Mean High Water Springs (MHWS).  

Offshore Project Boundary  The ‘red line boundary’ encompassing the Offshore Project.  

Offshore Substation Platform 

(OSP) 

The optional offshore substation located within the Turbine Area. 

Includes the platform and associated components which allows the 

voltage to be increased to meet onward transmission requirements. 

Ombrogenous A rainwater fed habitat or water network, typically base ion poor. 

Onshore Application The application for consent under the Town and Country Planning 

(Scotland) Act 1997 (as amended). 

Onshore Cable Corridor The area within which Onshore Cables and associated infrastructure 

will be located which is routed from the Transition Joint Bays (TJB) to 

the SSEN Lewis Hub.  

Onshore Cables  Electrical and communication cables located within the Onshore Cable 

Corridor. 

Onshore Landfall Area The area which includes both the Landfall above Mean Low Water 

Springs (MLWS) and Landfall Substation (as defined separately), 

cabling from the Transition Joint Bays (TJB) to the Landfall Substation 

(if required) and construction related compounds and working areas.  



 

Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works EIA Appendix A1.1: Glossary and Abbreviations, Volume 2 Page 3-36 

May 2026 

Term Meaning 

Onshore Outline Written 

Scheme of Investigation 

(OOWSI) 

The overarching archaeological strategy guiding all pre-construction 

and construction-stage archaeological work. 

Onshore Transmission Works 

(OTW) / Onshore Project 

The components of the Spiorad na Mara offshore wind farm (the 

Project) located landward of Mean Low Water Springs (MLWS).  

Onshore Transmission Works 

Boundary / Onshore Project 

Boundary 

The ‘red line boundary’ encompassing all temporary and permanent 

works associated with the OTW/Onshore Project. 

Outline Construction Traffic 

Management Plan (OCTMP) 

This document; sets out the preliminary framework for managing 

construction traffic. 

Outline Construction Workforce 

Travel Plan (OCWTP) 

Outlines principles for managing workforce travel impacts. 

Overland flow Water passing rapidly over or through the surface layer of soil. 

Palaeoenvironmental Deposit Organic or sedimentary material preserving evidence of past 

environments and human influence. 

Parr Salmonid juvenile over 1 year old 

Part IIA The legal framework under the Environmental Protection Act 1990 for 

identifying and remediating contaminated land. 

Pathway The route by which a contaminant can reach a receptor (e.g. 

groundwater migration, inhalation of vapours, dermal contact). 

Peak Construction Month The period representing the highest level of construction traffic 

activity used in worst-case assessment. 

Peak flow The maximum flow recorded during a high flow event. 

Peat A largely organic substrate formed of partially decomposed plant 

material. Can be further subdivided into acrotelmic or catotelmic 

types. 

Peat Cutting Area of peat extraction. 

Peat Landslide Hazard Risk 

Assessment (PLHRA) 

An assessment that provides guidance on identifying natural peat 

landslide hazards and increased landslide hazard associated with 

construction and operational activities in relation to any proposed 

development. 

Peat Restoration Plan A plan that guides beneficial reuse of displaced peat to restore 

degraded peatland during the construction, and operational and 

maintenance phases. It will address opportunities for reusing peat 

within the Project Boundary, utilising strategies set out in the Peat 

Management Plan. 
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Peatland Condition Assessment A peatland condition assessment is a process used to evaluate the 

health and ecological status of peatlands, which are wetlands 

characterized by the accumulation of peat. 

Four categories of peatland condition are recognised: 

1) Near-Natural, 2) Modified, 3) Drained and 4) Actively Eroding. 

Peatland Restoration Placement or reinstatement of peat. 

Pebble Inorganic riverbed substrate of particle size between 16-64mm 

Percussive Piling A method of installing piles and pile casings into the seabed using an 

impact hammer. This form of piling can be solely used if ground 

conditions are suitable. If pile depth cannot be achieved through 

percussive piling alone, a pile-drill-pile technique can be used to reach 

desired depths.  

 

The percussive piling technique can be used for the installation of the 

Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) and the Offshore Substation 

Platform (OSP) (if required) located within the Percussive Piling Area.  

Percussive Piling Area The area within the Turbine Area where percussive and vibratory piling 

and drill and grout construction methods can be used for the 

installation of the wind turbine generators (WTGs) and the Offshore 

Substation Platform (OSP) (if required) fixed foundations.   

Percussive Piling Exclusion Area An area in the southwest of the Turbine Area where there will be no 

percussive or vibratory piling. Other methods including drill and grout 

can be used in this area. 

Permit A EASRA authorisation level for higher-risk activities requiring detailed 

assessment and SEPA approval. 

Person year of employment A metric of employment. One person-year is equivalent to one person 

working full-time for one year. 

Phase 1 Assessment The preliminary stage of land contamination risk assessment involving 

desk study, site reconnaissance, and development of a conceptual site 

model (CSM). 

Pluvial Relating to rainfall. 

PM10 Primary sources include road dust and construction activities, making 

this pollutant particularly relevant when assessing dust-related risks. 

Health impacts include the ability to penetrate the upper respiratory 

tract, potentially leading to coughing, exacerbation of asthma, and 

long-term respiratory damage. 

PM2.5 PM2.5 primarily originates from combustion processes such as vehicle 

emissions, industrial activities, and domestic heating, making it a key 
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concern in urban air quality assessments. Due to its small size, PM2.5 

can penetrate deep into the lungs and enter the bloodstream, 

contributing to serious health conditions including cardiovascular 

disease, respiratory infections, and premature mortality. 

Pollutant Linkage A complete connection between a source, pathway, and receptor. Risk 

only exists if all three elements are present. 

Pool No perceptible flow. Shallow pool <0.3m, deep pool>0.3m  

Population A collection of individuals (plants or animals), all of the same species 

and in a defined geographical area. 

Port of Entry (POE) Point at which materials or abnormal loads arrive on Lewis, expected 

to be the DWT. 

Post-excavation Assessment Analysis of all recovered material and records to produce an 

integrated archaeological report. 

Pour point The catchment pour point is the contributing area is normally defined 

as the total area contributing water flow to a given outlet 

Precautionary principle The precautionary principle asserts that when human activities may 

lead to threats of serious or irreversible damage to the environment, 

the absence of full scientific certainty should not be used as a reason 

to postpone cost-effective measures to prevent environmental 

degradation. This principle encourages decision makers to err on the 

side of caution, particularly when activities could potentially harm the 

environment or human health, even if there is no conclusive scientific 

evidence linking the activity to harm. 

Precipitation Deposition of moisture including dew, hail, rain, sleet and snow. 

Preservation by Record Full documentation and investigation of archaeological remains that 

will be removed or disturbed. 

Preservation in Situ Protection of archaeological remains within the ground through 

avoidance or protective measures. 

Principal Contractor As defined in the Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 

2015 a “Principal Contractor is the contractor with control over the 

construction phase of a project involving more than one contractor. 

They are appointed in writing by the client to plan, manage, monitor 

and coordinate health and safety during this phase”. 

Private water supply Any water supply which is not provided by a water company and is 

not connected to mains supply. Most private water supplies are 

situated in more remote, rural parts of the country and may just serve 

one property or several properties through a network of pipes. 
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Project  The Spiorad na Mara offshore wind farm development. This term 

describes the whole development, including all offshore and onshore 

components. 

Project Boundary The ‘red line boundary’ encompassing all offshore and onshore 

components of the Project. 

Project Design Envelope  A description of the range of possible components that make up the 

Project design options under consideration when the exact 

engineering parameters are not yet known. 

Project-Lifetime Effects Assessment of the scope for combined effects that occur throughout 

more than one phase of the project (i.e. construction, operation and 

maintenance, decommissioning), to interact to potentially create an 

effect of greater significance than if assessed just within 

individual/isolated project phases. 

Public Right of Way Historic routes, established under common law, which have been 

established by the public through continuous use for at least 20 years.  

Ramsar A wetland site designated to be of international importance under the 

Ramsar Convention. 

Rarity A measure of relative abundance. 

Rating level (LAr,Tr) The specific sound level once penalties have been applied for acoustic 

feature corrections. This is relevant to a BS 4142 assessment. 

Receptor A person, organism, property, or environmental feature that could be 

adversely affected by contamination. 

Receptor-Led Effects  Assessment of the scope for all combined effects to interact, spatially 

and temporally, to create an effect on a receptor of greater 

significance than when the effects are considered in isolation. 

Receptor-led effects may be short term, temporary or transient effects, 

or incorporate longer term effects. 

Registration  A mid-level EASRA authorisation for activities with moderate 

environmental risk, requiring registration with SEPA. 

Replacement The creation of a habitat that is an acceptable substitute for the 

habitat which has been lost 

Residual effect An environmental effect that remains after all mitigation measures 

have been implemented as part of an EIA. 

Residual sound The equivalent continuous A-weighted sound pressure level in the 

absence of the specific sound source at the assessment location over a 

given reference time interval, Tr. 
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Restoration The re-establishment of a damaged or degraded system or habitat to 

a close approximation of its pre-degraded condition. 

Return period Is a measure of the rarity of an event: the longer the return period, the 

rarer the event. 

Riffle River flow type consisting of fast moving broken standing waves at 

surface. Water flow is audible. 

Rigg Cultivation Historic field systems composed of ridged agricultural earthworks, 

usually medieval or post-medieval. 

Riparian Relates to anything situated adjacent to a river. Riparian trees for 

example are trees planted adjacent to the river. 

Riparian zone Land immediately adjoining the aquatic zone of a watercourse and 

influenced by it. 

Risk Evaluation Determining the significance of identified risks and whether they 

require further investigation or remediation. 

Risk Register The key project-specific risks, alongside general risks, are captured in a 

Risk Register. If these risks are encountered (and notified through the 

early warning process) the Client or Contractor can offset impacts. 

Road Link A defined section of the road network used in the assessment of 

traffic flows and impacts. 

Root mean square (rms) Root Mean Square of a time-varying quantity is obtained by squaring 

the amplitude at each instant, obtaining the average of the squared 

values over the interval of interest, and then taking the Square Root of 

this average. 

Run River flow type consisting of fast moving unbroken standing waves. 

Water flow is silent 

Runoff Surface runoff is the flow of water over the surface that can result due 

to the surrounding soils lacking the capacity to infiltrate further water 

or due to the surface water flowing off infrastructure such as access 

roads and hardstanding’s. 

SAC Special Areas of Conservation are strictly protected sites designated 

under the EC Habitats Directive. The listed habitat types and species 

are those considered to be most in need of conservation at a 

European level (excluding birds). 

Salmonid Term to group species within the family Salmonidae such as brown 

trout (Salmo trutta) and Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar) 

Salmonid Spawning Season The period (typically October to January) when salmon and trout 

reproduce, requiring seasonal restrictions on in-stream works. 
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Sampling Strategy Structured approach guiding the percentage and method of 

archaeological feature excavation. 

Schedule 1 License Schedule 1 licenses are issued for activities like scientific research, bird 

ringing, and nest recording of bird species listed under Schedule 1 of 

the Wildlife and Countryside Act ensuring that such activities are 

conducted responsibly to minimize harm to nesting birds.  

Scheduled Monument A monument which has been scheduled by the Scottish Ministers as 

being of national importance under the ‘Ancient Monuments and 

Archaeological Areas Act 1979’. 

Scheduled Monument A monument which has been scheduled by the Scottish Ministers as 

being of national importance under the ‘Ancient Monuments and 

Archaeological Areas Act 1979’. 

SCM Site Condition Monitoring is undertaken to determine the condition of 

the natural features within each site. This is to work out whether a 

natural feature is likely to maintain itself in the medium to longer term 

under the current conditions. 

Scoping Opinion   A report presenting the written opinion of the Scottish Ministers, with 

input from Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (CnES) for the OTW, as to the 

scope and level of detail of information to be provided in the 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the Project. 

Scottish and Southern Electricity 

Networks (SSEN) Lewis Hub  

This is the National Grid Electricity Transmission (NGET) interface. A 

transmission system operator substation into which the Project will 

connect for onward transmission through the existing grid network. 

Scottish Environment Protection 

Agency (SEPA) 

Scotland’s principal environmental regulator, protecting and 

improving Scotland’s environment. 

Screening report Report containing information to determine whether an Appropriate 

Assessment is required. 

Sea level rise The increase in the average level of the world's oceans, attributed to 

climate change 

Sedimentation The tendency for particles in suspension to settle out of the fluid in 

which they are entrained 

Sensitivity A term applied to specific receptors, combining judgements of the 

susceptibility of the receptor to the specific type of change or 

development proposed and the value associated to that receptor. 

SEPA Scottish Environment Protection Agency – the environmental 

regulator overseeing contaminated land in Scotland. 
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SEPA Guidance WAT-SG-29 Best practice guidance from SEPA for engineering works in 

watercourses, including isolation and reinstatement techniques. 

Settlement Enclosure A defined area associated with past settlement or agricultural activity. 

Shieling Hut Temporary structures used during seasonal grazing, commonly 

medieval or post-medieval. 

Significant effect An effect that either supports or undermines biodiversity conservation 

objectives for ‘important ecological features’. 

Significant Harm Defined under Part IIA as harm that results in irreversible or 

substantial adverse effects on health or the environment. 

Silt Fine, sticky, mostly inorganic material, individual particles 

indistinguishable 

Site Access Plan Demarcates routes to avoid peat damage and compaction. This would 

be undertaken pre-construction, and embedded within CEMP; 

informed by Environmental Constraints Plan. 

Site Archive The complete collection of records, samples, drawings and artefacts 

produced by archaeological work. 

Site Liaison Officer (SLO) Key point of contact coordinating communication with authorities, 

residents and stakeholders. 

Site of Special Scientific Interest 

(SSSI) 

A statutory designation made by NatureScot under the Nature 

Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004. Areas of land and water that are 

considered to best represent natural heritage in terms of their flora 

(plants), fauna (animals), geology (rocks) and geomorphology 

(landforms). 

Site Specific Written Scheme of 

Investigation (SSWSI) 

Detailed methodological documents describing archaeological 

requirements for specific work areas. 

Slope failure The movement of rock, earth, or debris down a slope due to gravity, 

often exacerbated by climatic conditions or human activity 

SNIFFER Scotland and Northern Ireland Forum for Environmental Research – 

provides methodologies for deriving site-specific assessment criteria. 

Soil and Peat Management Plan 

(SPMP) 

This document outlines the overall approach of minimising disruption 

of soils in peatland, aiming to ensure that all further opportunities to 

minimise peat disturbance and extraction are detailed during the 

detailed design and construction of the development. 

Sound A term used to describe airborne waves that can be heard. 

Sound level meter (SLM) SLM is the instrument used for acoustic (sound that travels through 

air) measurements. It is commonly a hand-held instrument with a 
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microphone. The diaphragm of the microphone responds to changes 

in air pressure caused by sound waves. SLM’s can also be used for 

long-term measurements when deployed with an outdoor kit, 

including outdoor microphone protection. 

Sound power level (LWA) The Sound Power Level defines the rate at which sound energy is 

emitted by a source and is expressed in dB.  The ‘A’ denotes that the 

level is determined with ‘A-weighting’ applied. 

Sound pressure level (Lp) Sound pressure level is the RMS value of the Instantaneous Sound 

Pressures measured over a specified period of time, measured in 

decibels (dB) to a given reference pressure level. 

Source A substance or activity that has the potential to cause harm (e.g. 

hydrocarbons, heavy metals, asbestos). 

Special Area of Conservation 

(SAC) 

An area designated under the EC Habitats Directive to ensure that 

rare, endangered or vulnerable habitats or species of community 

interest are either maintained at or restored to a favourable 

conservation status. 

Special Protection Area (SPA) Special Protection Areas (SPAs) are sites selected to protect one or 

more rare, threatened or vulnerable bird species listed in Annex I of 

the Birds Directive, or certain regularly occurring migratory species. 

Specific sound level An equivalent continuous A-weighted sound pressure level produced 

by the specific sound source at the assessment location over a given 

reference time interval, Tr. 

SQE A Suitably Qualified Ecologist is required to undertake surveys and 

assessments, 

SSEN Lewis Hub  This is the National Grid Electricity Transmission (NGET) interface. A 

transmission system operator substation into which the Project will 

connect for onward transmission through the existing grid network. 

Standard percentage runoff The percentage of rainfall that is likely to contribute to runoff. For 

example, an SPR value of 50 % would suggest that half of the rainfall 

during an event will contribute to runoff. 

Stone Circle A prehistoric structure comprising an arrangement of upright stones, 

often linked to ceremonial or astronomical practices. 

Study Areas  Study Areas are determined for each technical discipline and are 

described within each technical chapter. 

Substation A node on the network to allow safe control of the electricity network. 

This may include convergence of multiple circuits, transformation of 

voltage or other functions to maintain and operate the electricity 

network. 
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Substrate The underlying physical material that lies on the bottom of 

watercourses. 

Surface water catchment The area from which runoff would naturally discharge to a defined 

point of a river. 

Temporary Construction 

Compound (TCC) 

Site for offices, welfare, storage, parking and staging of construction 

works. 

the Applicant    Spiorad na Mara Limited (the Project owner).  

Tide gauge station A facility that monitors sea level changes, such as the station at 

Stornoway mentioned in the report 

Time weighting Time weightings determine how quickly the sound level meter 

responds to changes in sound pressure level. 

Fast time weighting: the sound level meter samples over a few discrete 

125 ms periods, with all parameters calculated from these 125 ms 

measurements. E.g. a 15-minute measurement period is actually 

432,000 individual measurements. 

Slow time weighting: the sound level meter samples over several 

discrete 1 second periods, with all parameters calculated from these 1 

second measurements. 

Topography The physical features of a geographical area. 

Trackout The transport of dust and dirt from the construction/demolition site 

onto the public road network, where it may be deposited and then re-

suspended by vehicles using the network. This arises when heavy duty 

vehicles (HDV) leave the construction/demolition site with dusty 

materials, which may then spill onto the road, and/or when HDV 

transfer dust and dirt onto the road having travelled over muddy 

ground on site. 

Transition Joint Bay (TJB)  The point at which offshore cables are connected to Onshore Cables. 

The TJB is located onshore above MHWS.  

Transport Coordinator (TCO) Person involved in managing AIL convoys, routing, coordination and 

incident reporting. 

Trove: National Record of the 

Historic Environment (NRHE) 

National database maintained by Historic Environment Scotland. Not 

as comprehensive as the HER but can occasionally contain additional 

information. Provides access to other collections and archives 

including aerial and historical photography. Accessible via PastMap 

website. 

Trunk Road / Major Road 

Network (MRN) 

Key A-roads (e.g. A857, A859) providing construction access across 

Lewis. 
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Turbine Area  A reduced area within the Array Area where above water surface 

infrastructure would be located i.e. wind turbine generators (WTG) and 

Offshore Substation Platform (OSP) (if required). This area has been 

developed and refined through stakeholder engagement and 

environmental assessment. 

UKCP18 UK Climate Projections 2018, a set of probabilistic projections used for 

climate change risk assessments 

Unexpected Finds Procedure Process requiring notification and potential additional investigation if 

unexpected archaeology is discovered during works. 

Upfront carbon Upfront carbon describes project carbon emissions up to the end of 

the construction period. It includes the embodied carbon of the 

materials, their transport to site, and the emissions from construction 

processes and activities. In terms of life cycle stages, as described in 

BS EN 15978:2011 Sustainability of construction works, this equates to 

stages A0-A5. 

Vibratory Piling  A method for installing piles by using a vibratory hammer to generate 

rapid, vertical vibrations that temporarily reduce the friction between 

the pile and the surrounding soil. This allows the pile to penetrate the 

ground more easily under its own weight and the additional static 

force of the driving equipment.  

Vulnerability Propensity or predisposition to be adversely affected. 

Waders Wader birds are a group of birds that spend the summer breeding in 

upland areas like moorlands, bogs, and wet meadows, often migrating 

to coasts in the winter. Upland breeding sites are open, generally wet 

habitats such as upland heath, bog, unimproved pastures, and wet 

meadows that provide good nesting cover and food. 

Water Framework Directive EU legislation aimed at protecting and improving water environments, 

transposed into Scottish law. 

Water resources The supply of groundwater and surface water in a given area. 

Water table The upper surface of the saturated zone in the ground, where the soil 

and rocks are saturated with water. 

Watercourse Crossing A location where project infrastructure intersects a watercourse. 

Weighting network An electronic filter in a SLM, which approximates, under defined 

conditions, the frequency response of the human ear. The A- 

weighting network is most commonly used. 

WFD Classification The ecological status of a watercourse under the Water Framework 

Directive, used to inform design and mitigation. 
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Whole Project Effects Whole project effects refer to the cumulative environmental effects 

that may arise from the interaction between the onshore and offshore 

components of the Project. These effects are concerned with the 

potential for receptors affected by the Onshore Project that may 

also be affected by impacts originating from the Offshore Project, 

which may occur concurrently or sequentially, and may combine to 

produce a different or greater effect than when considered in 

isolation.  

Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 is the primary piece of 

legislation for wildlife protection in Great Britain, focusing on the 

conservation of wild animals, plants, and their habitats protection 

from threats including the intentional killing, injury, or habitat 

destruction. 

Wind Turbine Generators (WTG) The wind turbines that generate electricity consisting of tubular 

towers and blades attached to a nacelle housing mechanical and 

electrical generating equipment. 

Working age For the purposes of statistical analysis this is generally taken to be 

between the ages of 16 and 64. 

Written Scheme of Investigation 

(WSI) 

A detailed method statement setting out required archaeological 

mitigation, monitoring and reporting. 

Zone of Influence The area(s) over which ecological features may be affected by the 

biophysical changes caused by the proposed project and associated 

activities. 

Zone of Theoretical Visibility 

(ZTV) 

A model predicting areas from which a development may be visible 

within the landscape. 

 


