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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 OVERVIEW 

1.1.1.1 Spiorad na Mara Limited, hereafter referred to as the ‘Applicant’, is proposing the development of 

the Spiorad na Mara Offshore Wind Farm (OWF), (the ‘Project’). The Project comprises both the 

onshore and offshore components required to generate and transmit renewable electricity from 

the OWF to the Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks (SSEN) Alternating Current (AC) 

Substation and High-Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) Converter Station (referred to as the SSEN 

Lewis Hub), which is to be built on the Isle of Lewis.  

1.1.1.2 The onshore components of the Project (the 'Onshore Project') are located on the Isle of Lewis 

/ Eilean Leòdhais in the Western Isles / Na h-Eileanan Siar, Scotland / Alba. The offshore 

components of the Project (the 'Offshore Project') are located off the northwest coast of the Isle of 

Lewis / Eilean Leòdhais in the Western Isles / Na h-Eileanan Siar, Scotland / Alba.  

1.1.1.3 The SSEN Lewis Hub itself is not part of this application and is to be built as part of the separate 

upgraded Western Isles HVDC Link between the Isle of Lewis and mainland Scotland. The boundary 

for the whole Project and proposed location for the SSEN Lewis Hub is shown in Figure 1.1 Project 

Location, Volume 3.  

1.1.1.4 This Appendix of the Onshore Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) presents the 

Statement of Expertise of the proposed Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works (OTW) 

(hereafter referred to as the Onshore Project). This Appendix accompanies Chapter 1: 

Introduction, Volume 2 of the EIAR.  

1.1.1.5 The Onshore Project consists of the onshore components of the Project landward of Mean Low 

Water Spring (MLWS) and is referred to as the ‘Onshore Project’ throughout this EIAR (also referred 

to as the Onshore Transmission Works (OTW)). The Offshore Project, comprising of the offshore 

components of the Project seaward of Mean High Water Spring (MHWS) is referred to as the 

‘Offshore Project’ and is assessed within the Spiorad na Mara Offshore Wind Farm Environmental 

Impact Assessment Report (‘Offshore Project EIAR’).  

1.1.1.6 A full description of the Project is provided in Chapter 3: Project Description, Volume 2. The 

boundary for the Onshore Project is shown in Figure 1.2 Onshore Project Location, Volume 3. 

1.2 PURPOSE OF THIS APPENDIX  

1.2.1.1 Under the EIA Regulations (Regulation 5(5)) the Applicant (or Developer) “must ensure the EIA is 

prepared by competent experts” and “the EIA report must be accompanied by a statement from the 

developer outlining the relevant expertise or qualifications of such experts”.  
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1.2.1.2 This Appendix presents the Statement of Expertise for the proposed Onshore Project EIAR, with the 

competent persons involved in the preparation of the EIAR detailed in Table 1-1 which includes 

relevant expertise and qualifications. The second column of Table 1-1 (Responsibility) includes 

three categories of staff, as applicable, with different levels of responsibility: main author and 

technical reviewer. 
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Table 1-1: Competent Experts Involved in the Environment Impact Assessment Report  

Aspect Name of 

Company 

Competency and Qualifications 

VOLUME 1  

Non-Technical 

Summary  

Multiple Authors. 

VOLUME 2 and 4 

Chapter 1: 

Introduction  

Appendix A1.1: 

Glossary and 

Abbreviations 

Appendix A1.2: 

Competent Experts 

 

Ramboll Author: Larissa Jefferies is an Environmental Consultant with 4 

years of experience and is a Practitioner Member of ISEP. Larissa 

has taken a supporting role in the coordination and 

management of numerous projects in the transport, marine, 

and urban regeneration sectors and has a good understanding 

of the requirements of Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). 

Qualifications: 

• MSc Environmental Monitoring, Modelling, and 

Reconstruction;  

• BSc Geography. 

Ramboll Technical Reviewer: Carys Lloyd is an experienced consent 

manager, Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) practitioner 

and Project Director with over 16 years of experience 

delivering on and offshore EIAs across multiple sectors. Carys 

is a Practitioner Member of ISEP since 2013.  

Qualifications:  

• MSc Marine Science, Policy and Law; 

• BSc (Hons) Marine Biology and Oceanography. 

Chapter 2: Policy and 

Legislative Context  

David Bell 

Planning 

Author: Deirdre Thom has over 14 years’ experience of 

planning and development practice in the private sector, 

advising on a range of energy and infrastructure developments 

across the UK including onshore wind projects and electricity 

transmission infrastructure such as substations and overhead 

power lines.  

Qualifications: 

• Master of Science in Urban and Regional Planning;  

• Bachelor of Arts (BA) degree in Geography and English; 

• Chartered Member of the Royal Town Planning Institute. 

David Bell 

Planning 

Technical Reviewer: David Bell has over 35 years’ experience 

of planning and development practice in the private sector, 

advising on a range of developments in the UK and overseas. 
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Aspect Name of 

Company 

Competency and Qualifications 

David is a recognised leading expert in energy planning 

specialising in onshore wind, solar developments and electricity 

infrastructure.  

Qualifications: 

• BSc (Hons, First Class) Town & Country Planning;  

• Diploma in Urban Design; 

• Chartered Town Planner, Corporate Member of the 

Royal Town Planning Institute; 

• Chartered member of the Institute of Highways & 

Transportation. 

Chapter 3: Project 

Description  

 

Appendix A3.1: 

Crossing Schedule 

 

Ramboll Author: Sara Mendez Roldan is a Principal Environmental 

Consultant and Project Manager with over 11 years’ experience 

in consenting / licensing of a wide range of developments, EIA, 

as well as preparation of environmental management, 

mitigation and monitoring plans. She has been involved in 

planning and permitting processes for offshore wind farms in 

the UK, Denmark, the US and Taiwan; assessment of marine 

aggregate extraction areas; international subsea cables; and 

permitting of harbour extensions among others. Sara has 

comprehensive knowledge of international and European 

policy and legislation, particularly in relation to the marine 

environment, marine spatial planning and strategic 

environmental assessment.  

Qualifications: 

• MSc Coastal and Marine Resource Management; 

• MSc Environmental Sciences. 

Ramboll Technical Reviewer: Qualifications and relevant competencies 

for Carys Lloyd have been provided above for Chapter 1: 

Introduction.  

Chapter 4: 

Consideration of 

Alternatives   

Ramboll Author: Qualifications and relevant competencies for Sara 

Mendez Roldan have been provided above for Chapter 3: 

Project Description. 

Ramboll Technical Reviewer: Qualifications and relevant competencies 

for Carys Lloyd have been provided above for Chapter 1: 

Introduction. 

Chapter 5: Approach 

to Environment 

Impact Assessment 

Ramboll Author: Jozef Zapytowski is a Managing Consultant with over 

ten years’ experience in EIA and project management derived 

from both client and consultancy roles. Jozef has extensive 
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Aspect Name of 

Company 

Competency and Qualifications 

 

Appendix A5.1: 

Environment Impact 

Assessment 

Regulations 

Requirements 

 

Appendix A5.3: 

Offshore Project 

Description Summary 

experience of Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects in 

the energy sector including onshore transmission EIA for 

Offshore Wind projects. Jozef has experience of managing 

multi-disciplinary teams to deliver EIA and consenting including 

DCO examination and participation at Issue Specific Hearings. 

Jozef is a Practitioner Member of ISEP since 2016. 

Qualifications: 

• MSc Climate and Environmental Change; 

• BSc (Hons) Geography and Natural Hazards; 

• Project Management Qualification PMQ (IPMA level D). 

Ramboll Technical Reviewer: Qualifications and relevant competencies 

for Carys Lloyd have been provided above for Chapter 1: 

Introduction.  

Appendix A5.2: 

Stakeholder 

Consultation and 

Engagement 

ERM Author: Rebekah Brown has over 4 years’ experience 

specialising in environmental consulting and stakeholder 

engagement. Her portfolio includes stakeholder consultation, 

EIA and marine consenting for renewable projects in Scotland. 

Rebekah brings experience in stakeholder management and 

consultation from previous offshore wind and renewable 

projects supporting the engagement with local communities, 

regulators, fisheries and landowners. 

Qualifications: 

• BSc (Hons) Marine Biology. 

ERM Technical Reviewer: Yvonne Cronin has over 10 years’ 

experience working in the renewables sector, specialising in 

stakeholder engagement, with particular expertise in fisheries 

liaison, and community benefit delivery. Prior to joining ERM 

Yvonne worked at DP Energy, a global renewable energy 

developer, where she led stakeholder engagement, 

community liaison, and fisheries liaison for offshore wind 

projects across the island of Ireland. She represents Wind 

Energy Ireland on the Seafood Offshore Renewable Energy 

Working Group, a government initiative facilitating 

constructive engagement between offshore wind developers 

and the fishing industry.   

Qualifications: 

• BSc Marine Biology and Oceanography; 

• BSc Computer Science; 

• MRes Environmental Science Best Practice Stakeholder 

Engagement. 
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Aspect Name of 

Company 

Competency and Qualifications 

Chapter 6: 

Socioeconomics and 

Tourism  

 

Appendix A6.1: 

Detailed Social and 

Economic Baseline 

Appendix  

 

Appendix A6.2: Focus 

Group Summary 

Report 

 

ERM  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Atlantic 58 

Author: Catriona Macdonald has over 9 years’ experience of 

delivering high-quality economic and socio-economic 

research and analysis for major infrastructure projects across 

the energy, transport and water sectors. Experience includes 

EIA and Equality Impact Assessment for major schemes 

including grid connections and linear infrastructure, and social 

value advice to clients in the energy sector. Worked on the EIA 

socio-economic, tourism and recreation assessments for 

numerous renewable energy projects in Scotland, including 

several onshore wind farms in the Highlands.  

Qualifications: 

• MA Economic and Social History; 

• MSc Social History; 

• PhD Economic and Social History. 

 

Author: Frances Simmons has over 10 years’ experience as a 

multidisciplinary social scientist specialising in using 

qualitative, ethnographic research to understand the 

interactions between culture and nature, and social responses 

to climate change adaptation infrastructure. Specialist training 

in the documentation and revitalisation of endangered 

languages and cultures, including the ethics of working with 

Indigenous communities. Currently developing a methodology 

for the assessment of social impacts in island and highly rural 

communities with an academic team from the University of 

the Highlands and Islands.  

Qualifications: 

• MA (Hons) Arabic and Linguistics; 

• MA Language Documentation and Description; 

• MA Coastal Communities and Regional Development. 

ERM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Technical Reviewer: Claire Lawless has over 25 years’ 

consulting experience in environment, sustainability, transport, 

infrastructure, property, and energy sectors. Claire provides 

social and economic advice and stakeholder engagement 

across diverse projects in the energy, property, water, 

environment, and transport sectors. Claire advises on social 

value, social and economic impact, social license to operate 

and other planning and decision-making purposes. 

Qualifications: 

• BA Economics and Public Policy. 
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Aspect Name of 

Company 

Competency and Qualifications 

Atlantic 58 Technical Reviewer: Laura Carse has over 20 years’ 

experience across environmental regulation and for onshore 

and offshore renewable projects. Through years of working on 

complex projects within the Western Isles, Laura has 

developed an understanding of the unique nature of impacts 

projects can bring in an island context from social and 

economic perspective.  

Qualifications: 

• Chartered Environmentalist; 

• Full Member of the Institute of Environmental 

Management and Assessment; 

• BSc Tropical Environmental Science; 

• MSc Marine Resource Development and Protection. 

Chapter 7: Climate 

Resilience 

 

Appendix A7.1: 

Climate Change 

Vulnerability 

Assessment 

 

Ramboll Author: Stephen Glenny is a Principal Consultant with over 14 

years of experience across a broad range of sustainability 

services. Stephen has an in-depth understanding of carbon 

accounting at both a project and corporate level, in line with 

multiple frameworks and guidance such as PAS 2080:2023 and 

the Greenhouse Gas Protocol. He has undertaken technical 

work and authored reports across the specialisms of 

infrastructure carbon, climate change, sustainability, waste and 

resource efficiency. Stephen has extensive experience across 

the carbon and climate sector, from GHG footprint reporting 

and verification to running workshops and setting targets 

Qualifications: 

• MSc with Distinction, Environmental Consultancy; 

• BSc (Hons), Natural Sciences. 

Ramboll Technical Reviewer: Natalia Fernandez Ferro has over 20 years 

of consultancy experience in sustainability and climate, 

specialising in carbon management, climate change, material 

resources, and waste. She has led a diverse portfolio of complex 

projects across various sectors, including highways, rail, 

commercial and residential development, industrial facilities, 

datacentres and energy. She also has extensive experience in 

designing and implementing carbon management strategies 

for large-scale projects. 

Natalia leads greenhouse gas emissions and climate change 

assessments within EIA and has coordinated planning and 

climate reports aligned with industry standards, including the 
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Aspect Name of 

Company 

Competency and Qualifications 

GHG Protocol, DMRB LA 114, and PAS 2080 supporting clients 

through Development Consent Orders. 

Qualifications: 

• MSc Quality Control, F.A.D.E., Spain; 

• BEng (Hons) Civil Engineer, University of Oviedo, Spain. 

Chapter 8: 

Greenhouse Gases  

  

Ramboll Author: Qualifications and relevant competencies for Stephen 

Glenny have been provided above for Chapter 7: Climate 

Resilience. 

Ramboll Technical Reviewer: Qualifications and relevant competencies 

for Natalia Fernandez Ferro have been provided above for 

Chapter 7: Climate Resilience. 

Chapter 9: Landscape 

and Visual Impact 

Assessment 

 

Appendix A9.1: LVIA 

Methodology 

 

Appendix A9.2: 

Figures/Visualisations 

 

Appendix A9.3: 

Colour Study 

SLR 

Consulting  

Author: Hans Bedey has over 10 years’ experience in Landscape 

and Visual Impact Assessments, townscape visual impact 

assessments supporting EIA and Scoping Reports, public realm 

strategies, landscape design for multiple sectors including 

energy infrastructure, offshore wind farms, Nationally 

Significant Infrastructure Projects, mixed-use development and 

residential housing.  

Qualifications: 

• Master of Landscape Architecture; 

• Chartered Member of The Landscape Institute. 

SLR 

Consulting  

Technical Reviewer: Simon Martin has over 24 years’ 

experience in landscape practice as a technical lead and 

assessor specialising in Landscape and Visual Impact 

Assessment (seascape, landscape) and wider EIA including 

desk assessment reporting, surveys, stakeholder and public 

consultation events for energy development, including 

onshore and offshore wind farms (in UK, Irish and Scottish 

waters), solar, pumped storage hydro, gas storage and energy 

transmission infrastructure, including several Nationally 

Significant Infrastructure Projects. 

Qualifications: 

• MSc Landscape Planning & Management; 

• Chartered Member of The Landscape Institute.  

Chapter 10: Onshore 

Ecology and 

Ornithology  

 

WSP 

 

 

 

Author: Alastair Miller has over 20 years’ experience as an 

ecology consultant, project & survey manager and technical 

lead for EIA, Habitats Regulations Appraisal (HRA) and DCO’s.  

Experienced in ecology survey planning and management, 
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Aspect Name of 

Company 

Competency and Qualifications 

Appendix A10.1: 

Ecological Desk Study  

 

Appendix A10.2: 

Habitats and 

Vegetation Survey 

Report 

 

Appendix A10.3: 

Ornithology Technical 

Report - Year 1 

Breeding and 

Wintering Bird 

Surveys 

 

Appendix A10.4: 

Ornithology Technical 

Report - Year 2 

Breeding and 

Wintering Bird 

Surveys 

 

Appendix A10.5:  

Onshore Aquatic 

Habitat Survey 

 

Appendix A10.6: 

Screening of 

Ecological Features 

Rationale  

 

Appendix A10.7: 

Habitat Loss 

Calculations  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WSP  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WSP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WSP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

habitat management, preparation of restoration and peatland 

compensation plans for energy projects (onshore and offshore 

wind, power transmission lines and nuclear), large 

infrastructure (Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects) 

and housing.  

Qualifications: 

• MSc Environmental Studies; 

• BSc (Hons) Zoology; 

• Member of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and 

Environmental Management; 

• Lantra certified Peatland Restoration Practitioner. 

 

Author: Alex Kekewich has over 6 years’ experience as an 

ecology consultant, project and survey manager and technical 

lead for ornithology. Experienced in ecology and ornithology 

survey planning and management, and preparation of ecology 

and ornithology EIA chapters and reports for energy projects 

(onshore and offshore wind, gas pipeline, power transmission 

lines and supporting infrastructure), large infrastructure 

(nationally significant infrastructure and transport projects), and 

housing. 

Qualifications: 

• MSc Wildlife Biology & Conservation; 

• BSc (Hons) Zoology. 

 

Author: Will Johnston has over 4 years’ experience as an 

aquatic ecologist with expertise in electrofishing, freshwater 

Habitat Surveys and aquatic macroinvertebrate survey.  

Qualifications: 

• Master of Research, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology;  

• BSc (Hons) Biological Sciences; 

• Associate - Institute of Fisheries Management. 

Author: Claire McCormack is a principal consultant with 7 

years’ experience in consultancy and has a track record of 

delivering marine and freshwater assessments for a range of 

onshore and offshore projects, delivering ecological advice 

and assessments to clients across the UK. Her work spans a 

diverse portfolio of projects, including Water Framework 

Directive (WFD) assessments, HRA, Flood Risk Activity Permits 

(FRAPs), marine licence applications, large-scale survey 

coordination, EIA and consenting. These projects have also 
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Aspect Name of 

Company 

Competency and Qualifications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WSP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

involved close collaboration with key regulatory bodies such 

as the Environment Agency (EA), Natural Resources Wales 

(NRW), NatureScot, Natural England, and the Marine 

Directorate.  

Qualifications: 

• BSc (Hons) Marine and Freshwater Biology, The 

University of Glasgow 2012-2016;   

• Full Member of CIEEM. 

 

Author: Luke Mitchell has over 12 years’ experience as 

ecologist in academic, regulatory and consultancy roles with 

specialisation in freshwater ecology, fisheries science, fluvial 

ecology and habitat restoration providing services on EIA, 

Ecological Impact Assessment, WFD assessments, HRA, water 

industry national environment programme (WINEP), fishery 

surveys, fish screening and passage, water quality, statistical 

analysis methods, and River Condition Assessments (Modular 

River Physical Survey) for Biodiversity Net Gain across energy, 

water transmission, urban housing and transport sectors. 

Qualifications: 

• PhD Geography;  

• MSc Freshwater and Coastal Science; 

• BSc (Hons) Environmental and Geographical Science; 

• Member - Institute of Fisheries Management; 

• Chartered Environmentalist. 

WSP Technical Reviewer: Graham Burt-Smith has over 20 years’ 

consultancy experience, specialising in assessing the impacts of 

onshore wind farms, overhead transmission lines and 

underground cables/ pipes on peatland habitats. Graham works 

closely with hydrologists and geotechnical experts to minimise 

potential impacts of developments on peat and has experience 

of planning and implementing peatland restoration projects in 

Scotland. He is also responsible for reviewing Scottish 

Government carbon payback calculations for onshore wind 

developments. Graham is an experienced Project Manager and 

Project Director, who has been involved in the compilation and 

review of Ecological Impact Assessments, HRA, Habitat 

Management Plans and Peat Management Plans for a wide 

range of planning applications in the UK. He has acted as an 

expert witness at a planning inquiry and has assisted on others. 

Qualifications: 
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Aspect Name of 

Company 

Competency and Qualifications 

• PhD, Plant Community Dynamics, Sheffield University 

(2001); 

• BSc (Hons), Natural Resources, University of Newcastle 

(1996); 

• Member of Chartered Institute of Ecology and 

Environmental Management;  

• Chartered Environmentalist (Society for the 

Environment) CENV. 

Chapter 11: Onshore 

Archaeology and 

Cultural Heritage 

 

Appendix A11.1: 

Cultural Heritage 

Legislation, Policies 

and Plans and 

Guidance 

 

Appendix A11.2: 

Gazetteer 

 

Appendix A11.3: 

Cultural Heritage 

Baseline Report 

 

Appendix A11.5: 

Outline Written 

Scheme of 

Investigation 

Archaeological 

Management 

Solutions 

(AMS) 

Author: Steve Lancaster has over 20 years’ experience as a 

cultural heritage specialist, with over 15 years’ experience 

undertaking EIA work across onshore renewables, offshore 

renewables, pipelines, roads and rail. In undertaking many EIAs 

Steve has developed expertise in undertaking setting impact 

assessments and understanding and assessing complex 

impacts on historic landscapes. Steve has worked on projects 

at all stages from feasibility study through scoping, EIA, and 

the development and delivery of appropriately scaled 

mitigation schemes post-consent.  

Qualifications: 

• PhD Geoarchaeology, University of Stirling; 

BSc (Hons) Archaeology, University of Bradford. 

AMS Technical Reviewer: Dan Atkinson has over 25 years’ of 

experience working in the heritage industry in Ireland, the UK, 

and abroad. Dan has a proven project management and 

consultancy track record with the successful delivery of a 

varied portfolio of large high-profile commercial and research 

projects in the following sectors including Renewable Energy 

(Offshore wind, wave & tidal, hydro, solar, nuclear, carbon 

capture) and Energy transmission (marine cables and 

interconnectors, onshore grid connection). This includes 

extensive experience in the provision of consultancy advice 

and the management and delivery of numerous Offshore 

Renewables projects throughout the UK and Ireland, from 

early feasibility, scoping, EIA, and Examination pre-consent to 

the development of mitigation measures post-consent. 

Qualifications: 

• PhD (sponsored) Maritime Archaeology; 

• M.Litt Maritime Archaeology; 

BA (Hons) Archaeology. 
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Aspect Name of 

Company 

Competency and Qualifications 

Appendix A11.4: Trial 

Trenching Report  

 

 

 

 

AOC 

Archaeology 

Group 

Author: Rob Engl has worked in commercial archaeology for 

26 years. He is an established expert in the Scottish Mesolithic 

and has recently completed the publication of the Mesolithic 

House site at Dunbar, and the full publication of the Cramond 

site. Rob has also written the Mesolithic component of the SE 

Scotland Regional Framework (SESARF). Rob is currently 

involved with the Mesolithic project at Berriedale, Caithness 

and the multi-period landscape project at Ailsa View, South 

Ayrshire. This latter project has produced four Mesolithic hut 

structures. Rob is the Senior Project Manager for Fieldwork in 

Edinburgh. 

Qualifications: 

• MA (Hons) Archaeology; 

• MCifA; 

• FSA (Scot). 

AOC 

Archaeology 

Group 

Technical Reviewer: Dominic Barrett has worked as a field 

archaeologist since graduating from the University of 

Aberdeen and was formally employed on a probationary basis 

by AOC in early 2018. During his time at AOC, has worked on 

evaluations, watching briefs and excavations as well as 

community projects and post-excavation tasks. The fieldwork 

element of these projects saw Dominic undertake machine 

watching of trial trenches and monitoring the stripping of 

large excavation areas, uncovering and identifying a wide 

range of prehistoric features in preparation for the excavation 

team. As part of his current role Dominic runs small to 

medium evaluations/watching briefs in the field and acts as 

part of a team on larger fieldwork projects. Over the last four 

years Dominic has completed several Archaeological Clerk of 

Works roles and evaluations. 

Qualifications: 

• BSc (Hons) Archaeology and Geoscience, University of 

Aberdeen. 

Chapter 12: Traffic 

and Access 

 

Systra Author: Julie Ruscoe is a Senior Transport Consultant with 

over nine years’ experience in the traffic and transportation 

industry and experience in producing Transport Assessments, 

Environmental Impact Assessment report chapters, and 

construction traffic management plans. 
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Aspect Name of 

Company 

Competency and Qualifications 

Julie has worked on a multitude of renewable energy projects 

across the UK and Ireland, including Wind Farms, Battery 

Energy Storage Systems (BESS) and Solar developments. 

Qualifications: 

• BSc (Hons) Environmental Science. 

Systra Technical Reviewer: Alan DeVenny is a Project Director and 

Chartered Engineer with Systra specialising in development 

planning, transport strategy and the design of enabling 

infrastructure. He has a BEng (Hons) in Civil and 

Transportation Engineering, a PhD in Civil Engineering and is a 

chartered engineer with 25 years’ industry experience. He has 

been involved in a high number of large high profile projects 

in both Scotland and Ireland for both the private and public 

sector and has significant experience of working on the 

onshore aspects of offshore wind farms as well as significant 

experience of delivering projects on the Isle of Lewis. 

Qualifications: 

• BEng (Hons) Civil and Transportation Engineering 

(1996); 

• PhD Civil Engineering (1999); 

• Chartered Civil Engineer (2004); 

• Member of the Institution of Civil Engineers (2004). 

 

Appendix A12.1: 

Abnormal Load Route 

Assessment  

 

 

Tony Gee and 

Partners 

Author: Steven Seaton is a civil engineer with over 8 years’ 

consultancy experience contributing to and leading delivery of 

large scale projects in the Highways and Energy sectors. 

Expertise includes the design and assessment of large onshore 

wind infrastructure projects, including the design of large-

scale highway schemes, onshore wind farm projects and 

onshore civils for offshore wind projects. This covers the 

assessment and design of public road improvement works 

associated with delivery of AIL vehicles, and reporting within 

Environmental Impact Assessment Reports. 

Qualifications: 

• MEng Civil Engineering; 

• Chartered Member of the Institution of Civil Engineers. 

Tony Gee and 

Partners 

Technical Reviewer: Gavin Bain is a civil engineer with over 

18 years’ experience leading successful delivery of large-scale, 

multidisciplinary civil infrastructure projects and programmes 

across Highways, Energy, Rail, Water, Nuclear, and Defence 

sectors. Proven expertise in strategic planning, design 
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Aspect Name of 

Company 

Competency and Qualifications 

management, stakeholder engagement, commercial oversight 

and programme governance. 

Qualifications: 

• BEng (hons) Civil Engineering with Architecture; 

• MSc Construction Project Management; 

• Chartered Member of the Institution of Civil Engineers. 

Chapter 13: Peat, 

Geology, Soils and 

Contaminated Land 

 

 

 

WSP Author: Jamie Livingstone has over 10 years’ experience in the 

environmental sector as a regulator and consultant, 

specialising in hydrology and peat, water and controlled 

activity regulations, hazard risk assessment, peat landslide and 

management, field work/site inspections, water quality and 

sampling, planning and permitting, waste management and 

licencing and Pollution Prevention Control (PPC). Has worked 

together with several regulatory bodies including Scottish 

Environment Protection Agency, Scottish Water, Local 

authorities, NatureScot and fisheries. 

Qualifications: 

• MSc in Sustainable Rural Development;  

• BSc in Environmental Geography.   

WSP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Technical Reviewer: Sam Wainwright has over 10 years’ 

experience in hydrology, hydrogeology, geology and soils 

working on Environment Impact Assessments and discharging 

planning conditions. Sam has experience in the drafting of 

Peat Management Plans, Habitat Management Plans, 

environmental assessments with respect to hydrology, peat, 

private water supplies, Groundwater Dependent Terrestrial 

Ecosystems, contaminated land and hydrogeology across 

Energy, transmission and other linear infrastructure projects.  

Qualifications: 

• MSc Hydrogeology; 

• MSc Glaciology;  

• BSc (Hons) Physical Geology; 

• Fellow of the Geological Society; 

• Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental 

Management, Non-chartered Membership. 

Appendix A13.1: Peat 

Landslide Hazard 

Risk Assessment 

WSP Author: Qualifications and relevant competencies for Jamie 

Livingstone have been provided above for Chapter 13: Peat, 

Geology, Soils and Contaminated Land. 



 

Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works EIA Appendix A1.2: Competent Experts, Volume 4 Page 1-15 

May 2026 

Aspect Name of 

Company 

Competency and Qualifications 

WSP Technical Reviewer: Stuart Bone has over 25 years’ 

experience in Environment Impact Assessment soil and water 

aspects for wind farms (on and offshore), site environmental 

management, natural flood management, water quality, 

pollution prevention, Ground Water Dependent Terrestrial 

Ecosystem (GWDTE), soil and peat management, Peat Stability 

Risk Assessment, Carbon Balance Reporting, expert witness 

across multiple sectors.  

Qualifications: 

• BSc (Hons) Environmental Geography; 

• MSc Marine Resource Development & Protection; 

• Practioner – Institute of Environmental Management 

and Assessment; 

• Chartered Environmentalist, Society for the 

Environment;  

• Chartered Water & Environmental Manager; 

• Member of Chartered Institution of Water & 

Environmental Management.   

Appendix A13.2: 

Preliminary Geo-

environmental Risk 

Assessment 

WSP Author: Pooja Jangli has over 12 years’ experience in 

contaminated land and environmental management projects 

for site investigation, remediation, due diligence and 

environmental monitoring programmes, assessment and 

treatment of contaminated sites, ranging from the preliminary 

desk and site investigation stage to remedial options 

appraisal. 

Qualifications: 

• BSc (Hons) Geology; 

• MSc (Hons) Geology; 

• Fellow of the Geological Society of London. 

WSP  Author: Nick Gilmour has over 14 years’ experience in 

contaminated land and environmental management projects 

for site investigation, remediation, due diligence and 

environmental monitoring programmes, assessment and 

treatment of contaminated sites, ranging from the preliminary 

desk and site investigation stage to remedial options appraisal 

and management of remedial works. 

Qualifications: 

• BSc (Hons) Environmental Chemistry; 

• Member of the Institution of Environmental Sciences, 

Royal Society of Chemistry, Australian Land and 
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Groundwater Association, Australian Contaminated 

Land Consultants Association. 

Chapter 14: 

Hydrology and 

Hydrogeology 

 

 

 

WSP 

 

 

 

 

 

WSP 

Technical Reviewer: Qualifications and relevant competencies 

for Sam Wainwright have been provided above for Chapter 13: 

Peat, Geology, Soils and Contaminated Land. 

 

Technical Reviewer: Qualifications and relevant competencies 

for Jamie Livingstone have been provided above for Appendix 

A13.1: Peat Landslide Hazard Risk Assessment. 

WSP Technical Reviewer: Qualifications and relevant competencies 

for Stuart Bone have been provided above for Appendix A13.1: 

Peat Landslide Hazard Risk Assessment. 

Appendix A14.1: 

Stage 1 Flood Risk 

Assessment 

WSP Author: Jackson Terras has over 6 years’ experience as a flood 

risk engineer in the water industry delivering flood risk 

assessments, FCERM appraisals, business case development, 

optioneering, watercourse diversion, drainage and civil design. 

Qualifications: 

• MEng in Civil and Environmental Engineering; 

• Member - Chartered Institute of Water Environmental 

Management. 

WSP Technical Reviewer: Alex Atkinson has over 11 years’ 

experience as a flood risk engineer in the water industry 

delivering flood risk assessments, flood scheme development 

(inc. feasibility, funding applications through to design), multi-

benefits studies, drainage, Sustainable Drainage systems, blue-

green infrastructure, clean water network designs, hydrology, 

hydraulic modelling, natural flood management and flood 

mapping. 

Qualifications: 

• BSc (Hons) in Physical Geography; 

• MSc in Hydrology and Climate Change; 

• Chartered Member - Chartered Institute of Water 

Environmental Management. 

Appendix A14.2: 

Groundwater 

Dependent Terrestrial 

Ecosystem 

Assessment 

WSP 

 

 

 

WSP 

Author: Qualifications and relevant competencies for Sam 

Wainwright have been provided above for Chapter 13: Peat, 

Geology, Soils and Contaminated Land. 
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 Author: Qualifications and relevant competencies for Jamie 

Livingstone have been provided above for Appendix A13.1: 

Peat Landslide Hazard Risk Assessment. 

WSP Technical Reviewer: Harris Tarnanas has over 15 years of 

experience within the water resources and environmental 

sector having worked both for consultancies and for 

regulators. He has significant experience in the management 

and assessment of groundwater resources and quality with a 

specialist focus on hydrogeological assessments, WFD 

Investigations, Groundwater modelling, Groundwater level and 

quality monitoring statistical analysis, GWDTE assessments, 

seepage assessments and groundwater abstraction 

investigations. 

Qualifications: 

• BSc (Hons) Civil Engineering; 

• MSc Sustainable Management of Water Environment; 

• Chartered Water & Environmental Manager (C.WEM); 

• Member of the Chartered Institution of Water & 

Environmental Management; 

• Fellow of the Geological Society (GeolSoc). 

Appendix A14.3: 

Schedule of 

Watercourse 

Crossings 

WSP Author: Keiran Young has over 6 years of experience within the 

water environment specifically specialising in large scale 

infrastructure development encompassing the assessment of 

Hydrology, Hydrogeology, Geology, Soils and Peat. He has 

prepared numerous environmental impact assessments, 

including their associated appendices relating to the fields 

outlined above. He has extensive experience preparing 

watercourse crossing assessments for a variety of projects 

including wind farms, overhead line, underground cable, and 

highways developments.  

Qualifications: 

• MSc Sustainable Water Environments; 

• BSc (Hons) Geography. 

WSP 

 

Technical Reviewer: Qualifications and relevant competencies 

for Sam Wainwright have been provided above for Chapter 13: 

Peat, Geology, Soils and Contaminated Land. 
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Chapter 15: Airborne 

Noise and Vibration 

 

Appendix A15.1: 

Noise Legislation, 

Policies and Plans 

and Guidance  

 

Appendix A15.2: 

Baseline Noise 

Monitoring Results 

 

Appendix A15.3: 

Construction Noise 

and Vibration 

Assessment 

 

Appendix A15.4: 

Construction Traffic 

Noise Assessment 

 

Appendix A15.5: 

Operational Noise 

and Vibration 

Assessment 

WSP 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Author: Robin Brown has over 20 years’ experience in noise 

and vibration assessments with a focus on road transportation, 

commercial, residential and industrial planning projects and 

onshore wind farms including DCO applications. Experienced 

in GIS and 3D noise modelling, operational road impact 

assessment, significance assessment, managing noise surveys, 

stakeholder engagement and developing acoustic assessment 

methodology. 

Qualifications: 

• BSc Audio Technology; 

• Member of the Institute of Acoustics. 

WSP Technical Reviewer: James Powlson has over 18 years’ 

experience in environmental noise and vibration in various 

capacities including technical lead for EIA (determination of 

baseline conditions, noise level prediction, mitigation design 

and the determination of residual effects) across projects in 

multiple sectors including mixed-use urban and suburban 

regeneration, transportation (rail, road, and aircraft industry), 

industrial and commercial developments. 

Qualifications: 

• BSc (Hons) Audio Technology; 

• Member of the Institute of Acoustics.  

Chapter 16: Air 

Quality  

 

Appendix A16.1: Dust 

Impact Assessment, 

Traffic Model Inputs 

and Results 

Ramboll Author: Callum Hayles has over eight years’ experience as an 

environmental professional with a strong technical 

background in air quality. He specialises in undertaking 

ambient air quality assessments for major mixed-use 

developments and infrastructure schemes, using modelling 

software such as ADMS-Roads and ADMS 6. Callum has 

prepared numerous air quality EIA, as well as dust and odour 

nuisance assessments, and has delivered a variety of ambient 

monitoring surveys. He is also an experienced user of mapping 

software, including mapping software such as ArcGIS. 

Qualifications: 

• BSc (Hons) in Environmental Science. 

Ramboll Technical Reviewer: Xiangyu (Sian) Sheng is a specialist in 

climate and air quality with more than three decades of 

experience. She has led major national and international 
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projects—including HS2 Phase 2b, TfL schemes, the London 

2012 Olympic Legacy, Crossrail, and the River Thames Scheme, 

and has deep expertise in DCO processes, air quality, climate, 

and greenhouse-gas assessments across infrastructure, 

renewables, and urban development. She is a recognised 

Subject Matter Expert, with a strong record in EIA reviews, 

extensive publication history, and experience as an Expert 

Witness.  
Qualifications: 

• BSc Applied Physics;  

• BEng Environmental Engineering; 

• MSc Environmental Engineering; 

• MPhil Engineering for Sustainable Development; 

• PhD Environmental Science. 

Chapter 17: Land Use, 

Tourism and 

Recreation 

ERM Author: Grace Leyton-Smith has over 3 years of experience in 

EIA, including Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects 

(NSIPs) and complex United Kingdom (UK) offshore 

renewables and subsea cable projects. She has authored Land 

Use, Other Sea Users, Recreation, and Tourism chapters for 

numerous EIAs through scoping and impact assessment 

phases.  

Qualifications: 

• MSci Marine Biology and Oceanography. 

ERM 

 

 

 

Atlantic 58 

Technical Reviewer: Qualifications and relevant competencies 

for Claire Lawless have been provided above for Chapter 6: 

Socio-economics. 

 

Technical Reviewer: Qualifications and relevant competencies 

for Laura Carse have been provided above for Chapter 6: 

Socio-economics. 

Chapter 18: Human 

Health  

ERM  Author: Katie Dean has over 13 years’ professional experience 

and 11 years spent working in the field of economic 

development and social impact. Katie provides support to 

clients to understand the social and economic impacts of 

projects including health and equality related assessments. 

Katie specialises in social impact and social value strategies. 

Qualifications: 

• BSc Economics, University of Birmingham. 
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ERM  Technical Reviewer: Qualifications and relevant competencies 

for Claire Lawless have been provided above for Chapter 6: 

Socio-economics. 

Chapter 19: Summary 

of Likely Significant 

Residual Effects 

Multiple Authors. 

Chapter 20: Schedule 

of EIAR Commitments  

Multiple Authors. 

Chapter 21: 

Combined and Whole 

Project Assessment  

Multiple Authors. 

VOLUME 5 

Appendix C1: Otter 

Survey Report – 

Confidential Annex 

Atlantic 58 Author: Ruth Jeavons has more than 10 years' experience in 

conservation and ecological research. Her expertise spans 

ornithological survey design, protected species monitoring, 

statistical analysis, and crofting land management. At 

Atlantic58 since 2022, Ruth has led EPS licence applications, 

biodiversity enhancement proposals, and Agri-Environment 

Climate Scheme consultations. 

 

Qualifications: 

• MSc Seabird Behaviour and Movement Ecology, 

University of Leeds; 

• PhD Seabird Behaviour and Movement Ecology, 

University of Leeds. 

Appendix C2: 

Ornithology Technical 

Report - Year 1 

Confidential 

Appendix 

Atlantic 58 Author: Ruth Jeavons has more than 10 years' experience in 

conservation and ecological research. Her expertise spans 

ornithological survey design, protected species monitoring, 

statistical analysis, and crofting land management. At 

Atlantic58 since 2022, Ruth has led EPS licence applications, 

biodiversity enhancement proposals, and Agri-Environment 

Climate Scheme consultations. 

 

Qualifications: 

• MSc Seabird Behaviour and Movement Ecology, 

University of Leeds; 
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• PhD Seabird Behaviour and Movement Ecology, 

University of Leeds. 

Atlantic 58 Technical Reviewer: Digger Jackson is an experienced 

ornithologist with over 25 years’ professional experience 

across consultancy and conservation science research. He has 

extensive experience leading ornithology surveys and 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) studies for largescale 

renewable energy projects in the UK and overseas, including 

offshore wind, tidal stream, wave and terrestrial wind 

developments. His experience includes leading ornithology 

studies for nationally significant projects, offshore wind EIAs, 

and overseas wind farm surveys, as well as authoring EIA 

reports and peer reviewed publications. Digger is also the lead 

author of Scottish Natural Heritage guidance on bird survey 

and monitoring for marine renewable developments. 

Appendix C3: 

Ornithology Technical 

Report - Year 2 

Confidential 

Appendix 

Atlantic 58 Author: Qualifications and relevant competencies for Atlantic 

58 have been provided above for Appendix C2: Ornithology 

Technical Report - Year 1 Confidential Appendix. 

Atlantic 58 Technical Reviewer: Qualifications and relevant competencies 

for Atlantic 58 have been provided above for Appendix C2: 

Ornithology Technical Report - Year 1 Confidential Appendix. 

Appendix C4: 

Supporting 

Document 6.5: 

Confidential Annexes 

6.5.1 to 6.5.4. 

WSP Author: Alastair Miller has over 20 years’ experience as an 

ecology consultant, project & survey manager and technical 

lead for EIA, Habitats Regulations Appraisal (HRA) and DCO’s.  

Experienced in ecology survey planning and management, 

habitat management, preparation of restoration and peatland 

compensation plans for energy projects (onshore and offshore 

wind, power transmission lines and nuclear), large 

infrastructure (Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects) 

and housing.  

Qualifications: 

• MSc Environmental Studies; 

• BSc (Hons) Zoology; 

• Member of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and 

Environmental Management; 

• Lantra certified Peatland Restoration Practitioner. 

WSP Technical Reviewer: Graham Sparshott is an ornithologist 

specialising in planning and executing bird surveys with over 30 



 

Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works EIA Appendix A1.2: Competent Experts, Volume 4 Page 1-22 

May 2026 

Aspect Name of 

Company 

Competency and Qualifications 

years’ experience in ornithology. He has planned and 

undertaken bird surveys, managed data and produced 

ornithological technical reports and EIA chapters for numerous 

wind farm projects, five power line developments and three 

road schemes. Graham also acts as Ecological Clerk of Works 

(ECoW) and undertakes protected species surveys. Graham has 

held a schedule 1 bird survey licence for each year since 2011 

to date. 

Qualifications: 

• BTEC National Diploma in Rural Studies; 

• Associate Member of CIEEM. 

VOLUME 6 

Supporting 

Document 6.2: Design 

and Access Statement 

David Bell 

Planning 

Author: Qualifications and relevant competencies for Deidre 

Thom have been provided above for Chapter 2: Policy and 

Legislative Context. 

David Bell 

Planning 

Technical Reviewer: Qualifications and relevant competencies 

for David Bell have been provided above for Chapter 2: Policy 

and Legislative Context. 

Supporting 

Document 6.3: 

Onshore RIAA 

Ramboll Author: Nadine Little is an ecologist and ornithologist with 

over 12 years’ experience of professional consultancy work 

specialising in habitat assessment and vegetation surveys 

(including Phase 1, UKHab, and NVC). She is a Member of the 

Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental 

Management. Her experience includes ornithological and 

other species-specific surveys such as bats, badger, otter, 

water vole, red squirrel, pine marten, and wildcat. She has also 

completed surveys for great crested newts and other 

amphibians, reptiles, and invertebrates. Nadine has worked on 

the ecological and ornithological aspects of wind farm, 

transmission line, and development projects all over Scotland 

and in Northern Ireland.  

Qualifications: 

• BSc in Veterinary Medicine and Surgery from the 

University of Edinburgh; 

• MSc in Wildlife Biology and Conservation from Napier 

University.  
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Ramboll Technical Reviewer: Qualifications and relevant competencies 

for Carys Lloyd have been provided above for Chapter 1: 

Introduction. 

Supporting 

Document 6.4: 

Outline Biodiversity 

Restoration and 

Enhancement Plan 

WSP Author: Qualifications and relevant competencies for Alastair 

Miller have been provided above for Chapter 10: Onshore 

Ecology and Ornithology. 

WSP Technical Reviewer: Qualifications and relevant competencies 

for Graham Burt have been provided above for Chapter 10: 

Onshore Ecology and Ornithology. 

Supporting 

Document: 6.5: 

Outline Breeding Bird 

Protection Plan 

WSP 

 

 

 

WSP 

Author: Qualifications and relevant competencies for Alastair 

Miller have been provided above for Chapter 10: Onshore 

Ecology and Ornithology. 

 

Author: Qualifications and relevant competencies for Alex 

Kekewich have been provided above for Chapter 10: Onshore 

Ecology and Ornithology. 

WSP Technical Reviewer: Graham Sparshott is an ornithologist 

specialising in planning and executing bird surveys with over 30 

years’ experience in ornithology. He has planned and 

undertaken bird surveys, managed data and produced 

ornithological technical reports and EIA chapters for numerous 

wind farm projects, five power line developments and three 

road schemes. Graham also acts as Ecological Clerk of Works 

(ECoW) and undertakes protected species surveys. Graham has 

held a schedule 1 bird survey licence for each year since 2011 

to date. 

Qualifications: 

• BTEC National Diploma in Rural Studies; 

• Associate Member of CIEEM. 

Supporting 

Document: 6.6: 

Outline Construction 

Environmental 

Management Plan 

(CEMP) 

Ramboll Author: Kerry Riley is an Environmental Consultant with over 3 

years’ experience in environmental consulting. Kerry is a full 

member of the Institute of Environmental Sciences (IES) and 

graduate member of the Institute of Sustainability & 

Environmental Professionals (ISEP). Kerry has worked on a 

variety of EIA projects in the energy, transport and property 

sectors. This has included project management support and 

co-ordination, as well as the drafting of EIA deliverables 
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including introductory chapters and other supporting 

documents.  

Qualifications: 

• PGDip. MChem (Hons). 

Ramboll Technical Reviewer: Qualifications and relevant competencies 

for Jozef Zapytowski have been provided above for Chapter 5: 

Approach to EIA. 

Supporting 

Document 6.7: 

Outline Construction 

traffic Management 

Plan (CTMP) 

Systra Author: Qualifications and relevant competencies for Julie 

Ruscoe have been provided above for Chapter 12: Traffic and 

Access. 

Systra Technical Reviewer: Qualifications and relevant competencies 

for Alan DeVenny have been provided above for Chapter 12: 

Traffic and Access. 

Supporting 

Document 6.8: 

Outline Soil and Peat 

Management Plan 

WSP 

 

Author: Qualifications and relevant competencies for Sam 

Wainwright have been provided above for Chapter 13: Peat, 

Geology, Soils and Contaminated Land. 

WSP  Technical Reviewer: Qualifications and relevant competencies 

for Stuart Bone have been provided above for Appendix A13.1: 

Peat Landslide Hazard Risk Assessment. 

Supporting 

Document 6.9: PAC 

Report 

ERM Author: Qualifications and relevant competencies for Rebekah 

Brown have been provided above for Appendix A5.2: 

Stakeholder Consultation and Engagement. 

ERM Technical Reviewer: Qualifications and relevant competencies 

for Yvonne Cronin have been provided above for Appendix 

A5.2: Stakeholder Consultation and Engagement. 

Planning Statement  David Bell 

Planning 

Author: Qualifications and relevant competencies for Deidre 

Thom have been provided above for Chapter 2: Policy and 

Legislative Context. 

David Bell 

Planning 

Technical Reviewer: Qualifications and relevant competencies 

for David Bell have been provided above for Chapter 2: Policy 

and Legislative Context. 

 


