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Table 4 Priority breeding bird species known or suspected to breed in the vicinity of the Onshore Development Area of 
Search.  

Species Conservation listing 
Qualifying interest of a local 

SPA 
Main habitat 

Red-throated diver 
Schedule 1, 

Annex 1 
Yes, Lewis Peatlands SPA 

Peatland lochans (and inshore 
marine waters) 

Black-throated diver 
Schedule 1, 

Annex 1 
Yes, Lewis Peatlands SPA Peatland lochs 

Whooper swan 
Schedule 1, 

Annex 1 
No Freshwater lochs (breeds locally) 

Golden eagle 
Schedules 1, 1A & A1 

Annex 1, 
BoCC-5 Red List 

Yes, Lewis Peatlands SPA Mountain and moorland 

White-tailed eagle 
Schedules 1, 1A & A1 

Annex 1 
No All habitats 

Merlin 
Schedule 1, 

Annex 1, 
BoCC-5 Red List 

Yes, Lewis Peatlands SPA Moorland and moorland edge 

Hen harrier 
Schedule 1 & 1A 

Annex 1, 
BoCC-5 Red List 

No Moorland and moorland edge 

Kestrel BoCC-5 Red List No Moorland edge 

Corncrake 
Schedule 1, 

Annex 1, 
BoCC-5 Red List 

Yes, Ness and Barvas SPA Traditional meadows 

Golden plover Annex 1 Yes, Lewis Peatlands SPA Blanket bog and moorland 

Ringed Plover BoCC-5 Red List No Shingle beaches and machair 

Dunlin 
Annex 1, 

BoCC-5 Red List 
Yes, Lewis Peatlands SPA Blanket bog 

Greenshank Schedule 1 Yes, Lewis Peatlands SPA Blanket bog and lochs 

Lapwing BoCC-5 Red List No Pasture and moorland edge 

Curlew BoCC-5 Red List No Pasture and moorland edge 

Red-necked phalarope 
Schedule 1, 

Annex 1, 
BoCC-5 Red List 

No, but key interest of RSPB 
Loch na Muilne reserve 

Freshwater coastal lochs and 
margins 

Arctic tern 
Annex 1, BoCC-5Red 

List 
No Coast and lochs 

Great skua BoCC-5 Red List No Blanket bog 
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Table 6 Surveys undertaken in the 2023 breeding season  

Date Survey Type Area Covered 

28/04/2023 MBS Westside Cable Corridor 

29/04/2023 MBS Interior Cable Corridor 

30/04/2023 MBS Interior Cable Corridor 

02/05/2023 MBS Interior Cable Corridor 

02/05/2023 MBS Landfall 2 

02/05/2023 MBS Westside Cable Corridor 

03/05/2023 MBS Interior Cable Corridor 

03/05/2023 MBS Landfall 1 

06/05/2023 MBS Interior Cable Corridor 

06/05/2023 MBS Landfall 2 

07/05/2023 MBS Interior Cable Corridor 

09/05/2023 MBS Interior Cable Corridor 

09/05/2023 MBS Westside Cable Corridor 

09/05/2023 MBS Landfall 3 

10/05/2023 MBS Interior Cable Corridor 

11/05/2023 MBS Landfall 3 

12/05/2023 MBS Westside Cable Corridor 

13/05/2023 MBS Interior Cable Corridor 

14/05/2023 MBS Substation 

16/05/2023 MBS Substation 

20/05/2023 MBS Interior Cable Corridor 

21/05/2023 MBS Interior Cable Corridor 

21/05/2023 MBS Westside Cable Corridor 

26/05/2023 MBS Landfall 3 

26/05/2023 MBS Interior Cable Corridor 

26/05/2023 MBS Westside Cable Corridor 

28/05/2023 MBS Interior Cable Corridor 

30/05/2023 MBS Interior Cable Corridor 

30/05/2023 MBS Landfall 2 

30/05/2023 MBS Westside Cable Corridor 

03/06/2023 MBS Interior Cable Corridor 

03/06/2023 MBS Westside Cable Corridor 

04/06/2023 MBS Interior Cable Corridor 

04/06/2023 MBS Landfall 2 

07/06/2023 MBS Interior Cable Corridor 

Date Survey Type Area Covered 

08/06/2023 MBS Substation 

09/06/2023 MBS Substation 

09/06/2023 MBS Landfall 1  

09/06/2023 MBS Landfall 3 

10/06/2023 MBS Landfall 3 

10/06/2023 MBS Substation 

13/06/2023 MBS Westside Cable Corridor 

16/06/2023 MBS Interior Cable Corridor 

17/06/2023 MBS Interior Cable Corridor 

18/06/2023 MBS Interior Cable Corridor 

20/06/2023 MBS Interior Cable Corridor 

20/06/2023 MBS Landfall 2 

21/06/2023 MBS Interior Cable Corridor 

21/06/2023 MBS Westside Cable Corridor 

21/06/2023 MBS Landfall 2 

22/06/2023 MBS Landfall 1 

23/06/2023 MBS Landfall 1 

23/06/2023 MBS Interior Cable Corridor 

24/06/2023 MBS Interior Cable Corridor 

26/06/2023 MBS Interior Cable Corridor 

28/06/2023 MBS Substation 

29/06/2024 MBS Interior Cable Corridor 

30/06/2023 MBS Substation 

30/06/2023 MBS Westside Cable Corridor 

30/06/2023 MBS Landfall 3 

04/07/2023 MBS Westside Cable Corridor 

04/07/2023 MBS Landfall 3 

21/06/2023 Seabird Landfall 2 

22/06/2023 Seabird Landfall 1 

30/06/2023 Seabird Landfall 3 

31/05/2023 Corncrake  All suitable habitat within 
Survey Area 

16/06/2023 Corncrake  All suitable habitat within 
Survey Area 

05/07/2023 Corncrake All suitable habitat within 
Survey Area 
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12.2.12. The Substation Section supported a high proportion of breeding gulls recorded within the Survey 
Area. Of the 136 AOS of herring gull in the Survey Area, 81 were within the Substation Section. 
In addition to 27 out of 67 lesser black-backed gull AOS and 14 of the 55 great black-backed gull 
AOS were within this section.  

12.2.13. Greylag geese and teal were the only waterfowl species identified as breeding within the section, 
with six and one pairs respectively. 

12.2.14. One of the two great skua territories was found in the Substation Section. The section also 
contained three pairs of red-throated diver and a single pair of black-throated diver breeding on 
lochs / lochans. 

12.2.15. A number of passerines and other species were recorded as breeding within the Substation 
Section. Six of the total seven coal tit territories were found here, along with seven of the seven 
chiffchaff territories, and both recorded woodpigeon territories. Eight wren and three stonechat 
territories were found. The remaining breeding territories (one or two) in the section were cuckoo, 
dipper, great tit, raven, mallard, hooded crow, red grouse and wheatear.  

Section 2 - Interior Cable Corridor  

12.2.16. The Interior Cable Corridor section, an area of 30.3 km2, supported a total of 214 breeding bird 
territories, comprising 24 species. This section held the second highest number of hen harrier 
territories with the remaining four out of nine breeding territories. The highest number of merlin 
territories were within this section, three out of the total five. 

12.2.17. The Interior Cable Corridor held 83 breeding wader territories, the most prevalent of which was 
golden plover, 33 of 69 were found within this section. Dunlin were the next most abundant 
species of wader, with 26 territories recorded. Also recorded were 14 snipe territories, four of 
common sandpiper, three of curlew, two of greenshank and a single redshank territory. 

12.2.18. Of the 55 AOS great black-backed gull found in the total Survey Area, over half (29 AOS) were 
within the Interior Cable Corridor Section. 20 AOS of herring gull, a quarter of the survey total, 
and 10 AOS of lesser black-backed gulls were recorded in this section. 

12.2.19. The section was of relatively low importance for breeding waterfowl compared to the rest of the 
Survey Area. Only three species were identified in this section and in low numbers: three pairs of 
teal, three pairs of greylag goose and a single pair of mallard. 

12.2.20. Half of the breeding pairs of red-throated diver recorded during the surveys were found within 
this section, in addition to one pair of black-throated diver and one of the two great skua territories 
recorded. Of the seven lochs / lochans held by red-throated diver breeding pairs identified in this 
section, three were held but not determined to have successfully bred. 

12.2.21. Just over half (12 of the total 23) of red grouse territories were recorded in this section. Also 
identified as breeding were 32 skylark, five stonechat, five wren, two wheatear territories and one 
chiffchaff territory.   

Section 3 - Westside Cable Corridor 

12.2.22. The Westside Cable Corridor Section held a total of 240 breeding territories across 29 species. 
No species of raptor were recorded as breeding within this section 

12.2.23. Ten species of wader were recorded as breeding within this section, with a total of 124 territories. 
The most prevalent of these were golden plover, of which just under half of the total number for 
the Survey Area were found in this section, 34 of 69. Dunlin represented the next highest number 
of breeding territories, with 28 in this section out of a total of 65 for the whole Survey Area. 22 
snipe territories were recorded within this section, 20 curlew territories and 11 redshank 
territories. Three greenshank territories were recorded, and three lapwing territories. There were 
single territories of common sandpiper, oystercatcher and a pair of whimbrel were recorded as 
potentially breeding within this section (details for whimbrel within the Confidential Appendix). 

12.2.24. This section was of very low importance for breeding gulls, with a single pair of common gull 
recorded.  
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Table 9 Overview of the abundance of breeding bird species recorded during baseline surveys between April 2023 and August 2023.  

Species Latin name Grid Substation Interior  

Cable Corridor 

Westside 

Cable Corridor 

Landfall 3 Landfall 2 Landfall 1 Total 

Greylag goose Anser anser 4 3 4 4 0 3 18 

Greylag goose (with brood) Anser anser 2 0 3 2 0 0 7 

Teal Anas crecca 1 3 4 1 1 0 10 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 1 1 2 0 5 0 9 

Red grouse Lagopus lagopus scotica 1 12 9 0 1 0 23 

Red-throated diver Gavia stellata 3 7 4 0 0 0 14 

Black-throated diver Gavia arctica 1 1 1 1 0 0 4 

Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis 0 0 0 140 10 0 150 

Hen harrier Circus cyaneus 5 4 0 0 0 0 9 

Grey heron Ardea cinerea 0 0 4* 0 0 0 4* 

Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Buzzard Buteo buteo 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Merlin Falco columbarius 2 3 0 0 0 0 5 

Corncrake Crex crex 0 0 0 0 18 4 22 

Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus 2 0 1 17 45 11 76 

Ringed plover Charadrius hiaticula 1 0 0 6 2 0 9 

Golden plover Pluvialis apricaria 0 33 34 2 0 0 69 

Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 0 0 3 8 42 3 56 

Dunlin Calidris alpina 1 26 28 6 4 0 65 

Snipe Gallinago gallinago 5 14 22 9 17 1 68 

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 0 0 1 1 0 1 3 

Curlew Numenius arquata 0 3 20 6 9 5 43 

Redshank Tringa totanus 0 1 11 11 30 4 57 

Greenshank Tringa nebularia 0 2 3 1 0 0 6 

Common sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 2 4 1 2 0 0 9 
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Species Latin name Grid Substation Interior  

Cable Corridor 

Westside 

Cable Corridor 

Landfall 3 Landfall 2 Landfall 1 Total 

Red-necked phalarope Phalaropus lobatus 0 0 0 2 0 0 2 

Great skua Stercorarius skua 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Black-headed gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus 0 0 0 19 2 0 21 

Common gull Larus canus 0 0 1 5 10 5 21 

Lesser black-backed gull Larus fuscus 27 10 0 0 0 30 67 

Herring gull Larus argentatus 81 20 0 1 4 30 136 

Great black-backed gull Larus marinus 14 29 0 3 5 4 55 

Arctic tern  Sterna paradisaea 0 0 0 11 0 0 11 

Black guillemot Cepphus grylle 0 0 0 19 1 0 20 

Woodpigeon Columba palumbus 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 2 0 3 2 0 0 7 

Skylark Alauda arvensis 0 32 51 25 44 4 156 

Pied wagtail Motacilla alba 0 0 0 1 2 0 3 

Dipper Cinclus cinclus 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 8 5 9 2 0 0 24 

Stonechat Saxicola rubicola 3 5 5 1 3 1 18 

Wheater Oenanthe oenanthe 2 2 14 6 7 6 37 

Blackbird Turdus merula 0 0 1 1 0 0 2 

Song thrush Turdus philomelos 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Willow warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Whooper swan Cygnus cygnus 7 0 0 0 0 0 7 

Great tit Parus major 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Coal tit Periparus ater 6 0 1 0 0 0 7 

Hooded crow Corvus cornix 1 0 1 1 1 2 6 

Raven Corvus corax 2 0 0 1 2 0 5 

Starling Sturnus vulgaris 0 0 0 0 8 0 8 

Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 7 1 1 0 0 0 9 
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Species Latin name Grid Substation Interior  

Cable Corridor 

Westside 

Cable Corridor 

Landfall 3 Landfall 2 Landfall 1 Total 

Reed bunting Emberiza schoeniclus 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 

*One heronry, with at least 4 nests identified. 
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12.3. RAPTORS 
White-tailed eagle 

12.3.1. During the 2023 breeding season, no breeding white-tailed eagle territories were found within the 
raptor Survey Area, however, non-breeding individuals of this species were quite commonly 
encountered, particularly on the three west coast sites.  

12.3.2. The records of white-tailed eagle were concentrated in the northwest of the Survey Area, with 
only one flyover each recorded in the Interior Cable Corridor and Substation sections. There were 
multiple records of up to two birds resting in and flying at the Landfall 2 section. Flight behaviours 
suggested a mixture of commuting flights and foraging. Regular flyovers suggestive of both 
foraging and commuting were also recorded in the Westside Cable Corridor section, and the 
Landfall 3 was a hub for observations of white-tailed eagle at rest. No activity for this species was 
recorded in the Landfall 1 section. Full details are provided in the Confidential Appendix.  

Golden eagle 

12.3.3. During the 2023 breeding season, no breeding golden eagle territories were found within the 
raptor Survey Area.  

12.3.4. Four golden eagle flyovers were recorded in the Westside Cable Corridor section, two in the 
Interior Cable Corridor section and one each within the Landfall 2 and Landfall 3 sections. Full 
details are provided in the Confidential Appendix.  

Hen harrier 

12.3.5. During the 2023 breeding season, nine breeding hen harrier territories were found (see 
Confidential Appendix).  

12.3.6. There were no breeding season records of hen harrier for the three candidate landfall survey 
sections. The Substation section was the site of the most activity. Only one flight was recorded 
in the Interior Cable Corridor. Three flights were recorded within the Westside Cable Corridor, 
with behaviour indicative of foraging. 

Merlin 

12.3.7. During the 2023 breeding season, five breeding merlin territories were found (see Confidential 
Appendix). Three of these five territories were recorded within the Interior Cable Corridor section, 
with the remaining two being found in the substation Section. 

12.3.8. Merlin were recorded in all sections, in low numbers, with the Landfall 1 section being the only 
section not containing a record of merlin. Foraging flights were observed in both the Barvas and 
Landfall 3 sections, with flyovers recorded in the Westside Cable Corridor section and the Interior 
Cable Corridor section. Full details are provided in the Confidential Appendix. 

Buzzard 

12.3.9. During the 2023 breeding season, one breeding buzzard territory was found within the raptor 
Survey Area. The territory was located in the Substation section. 

12.3.10. Incidental recordings of buzzard were low. Four buzzards flying over were observed in the 
Westside Cable Corridor, and one each within the Landfall 3 section and the Interior Cable 
Corridor section.  

Sparrowhawk 

12.3.11. During the 2023 breeding season, one breeding sparrowhawk territory was found within the 
raptor Survey Area. This was located within the Substation section. 

12.3.12. A single record was made of a sparrowhawk flyover in the Substation section. No records were 
made for sparrowhawk in the rest of the Survey Area. 

Kestrel 
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12.3.13. During the 2023 breeding season, no breeding pairs of kestrel were found within the Survey Area. 
A single kestrel flyover was recorded in the Substation section. 

Peregrine 

12.3.14. During the 2023 breeding season, no breeding pairs of peregrine were found within the Survey 
Area. 

12.3.15. Two records were made of flyovers, probable foraging flights, one within the Landfall 3 section 
and one within the Westside Cable Corridor. 

Osprey 

12.3.16. Two sightings of osprey were recorded during the 2023 breeding season. A single bird was seen 
foraging over a loch in the Landfall 3 section, and two birds were seen flying over together in the 
Interior Cable Corridor section. This species does not breed in Lewis but small numbers of 
passage migrants annually occur in the spring and summer. 

12.4. DIVERS  
Red-throated diver 

12.4.1. During the 2023 breeding season, 14 red-throated diver territories were found within the Survey 
Area. Seven pairs were recorded within the Interior Cable Corridor section, four pairs in the 
Westside Cable Corridor section and three pairs in the Substation section. Of the total 14 
territories, three were occupied but without evidence of successful breeding in the 2023 season. 
The locations of these territories are presented in the Confidential Appendix. 

12.4.2. Four observations of red-throated diver flying over were recorded; two each in the Substation 
and Interior Cable Corridor sections, and a single record in the Westside Cable Corridor. 

Black-throated diver 

12.4.3. During the 2023 breeding season, four breeding pairs of black-throated diver were found within 
the Survey Area. A single pair was found within each of the Substation, Interior Cable Corridor, 
Westside Cable Corridor and Landfall 3 sections. The locations of these territories are presented 
in the Confidential Appendix. 

12.4.4. Two records were made of black-throated diver flying over; one along the coast of the Landfall 1 
section and another within the Landfall 3 section. 

12.5. SEABIRDS 
Arctic tern 

12.5.1. During the 2023 breeding season, 11 pairs of Arctic tern were recorded within the Survey Area. 
All 11 pairs were found in a colony within the Landfall 3 section. 

Black guillemot 

12.5.2. During the 2023 breeding season, 20 pairs of black guillemot were recorded within the Survey 
Area. 19 pairs were found within the Landfall 3 section, and a single pair within the Landfall 2 
section. 

Fulmar 

12.5.3. During the 2023 breeding season, a total of 150 breeding pairs of fulmar were recorded within 
the Survey Area. 140 pairs were found on the cliffs bounding the Landfall 3 section, and ten pairs 
using cliffs within the Landfall 2 section. 

Arctic skua 

12.5.4. During the 2023 breeding season, no breeding pairs of Arctic skua were recorded within the 
Survey Area. Two flyovers were observed, one in the Landfall 3 section and the other in the 
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Interior Cable Corridor section. This species is known to breed in low and declining numbers in 
the interior of the Lewis peatlands and undertakes foraging flights to nearby coastal waters. 

Great skua 

12.5.5. During the 2023 breeding season, two breeding pairs of great skua were recorded within the 
Survey Area. One pair was found within the Substation section, and one pair within the Interior 
Cable Corridor section.  

12.5.6. A single record of a great skua flyover was made in the Interior Cable Corridor section. 

Herring gull 

12.5.7. During the 2023 breeding season, 136 breeding pairs of herring gull were recorded across the 
Survey Area. 81 pairs were found in the Substation section, 30 as part of a mixed gull colony in 
the Shader section, 20 pairs in the Interior Cable Corridor section, four pairs at the Landfall 2 
section and a single pair in the Landfall 3 section. 

Great black-backed gull 

12.5.8. During the 2023 breeding season, 55 breeding pairs of great black-backed gulls were recorded 
within the Survey Area. 29 pairs were found in the Interior Cable Corridor section, 14 pairs in the 
Substation section, five pairs at the Landfall 2 section, and four pairs in the mixed colony at the 
Landfall 1 section. 

Lesser black-backed gull 

12.5.9. During the 2023 breeding season, 67 breeding pairs of lesser black-backed gull were recorded 
within the Survey Area. 30 pairs formed part of a mixed gull colony in the Landfall 1 section, 27 
pairs were found in the Substation section, and ten pairs in the Interior Cable Corridor section. 

Common gull 

12.5.10. During the 2023 breeding season, 21 pairs of common gull were recorded within the Survey 
Area. Ten pairs were found in the Landfall 2 section, five pairs in the Landfall 3 Section and five 
pairs as part of a mixed colony of gulls in the Landfall 1 section. A single breeding pair was found 
within the Westside Cable Corridor section. 

Black-headed gull 

12.5.11. During the 2023 breeding season, 21 breeding pairs of black-headed gull were recorded within 
the Survey Area. 19 of these were found within the Landfall 3 section, and two pairs were found 
in the Landfall 2 section. 

12.6. WADERS 
Golden plover 

12.6.1. During the 2023 breeding season, 69 golden plover territories were recorded within the Survey 
Area. 34 breeding pairs were found within the Westside Cable Corridor section, and 33 pairs 
within the Interior Cable Corridor section. The remaining two pairs were found within the Landfall 
3 section. 

Ringed plover 

12.6.2. During the 2023 breeding season, nine breeding pairs of ringed plover were recorded within the 
Survey Area. Six pairs were found within the Landfall 3 section, two pairs within the Landfall 2 
section and a single pair was found in the Substation section. 

Dunlin 

12.6.3. During the 2023 breeding season, 65 breeding pairs of dunlin were recorded within the Survey 
Area. Dunlin were found breeding within all sections except the Landfall 1 section. Twenty-eight 
breeding pairs were found within the Westside Cable Corridor, and 26 pairs within the Interior 
Cable Corridor section. A further six pairs were found within the Landfall 3 section, four pairs 
within the Landfall 2 section, and a single pair within the Substation section. 



        
 

31 
 

Lapwing 

12.6.4. During the 2023 breeding season, 56 breeding pairs of lapwing were recorded within the Survey 
Area. The majority of these, 42 pairs, were found within the Landfall 3 section. Three pairs were 
also found within the Landfall 1 section and a further three pairs within the Westside Cable 
Corridor section. 

Oystercatcher 

12.6.5. During the 2023 breeding season, 76 breeding pairs of oystercatcher were recorded within the 
Survey Area. Landfall 2 section held the most pairs of oystercatcher, with 45 pairs, followed by 
the Landfall 3 section with 17 pairs. Eleven pairs were found within the Landfall 1 section, two 
pairs within the Substation section, and a single pair was found within the Westside Cable 
Corridor. 

Curlew 

12.6.6. During the 2023 breeding season, 43 breeding pairs of curlew were recorded within the Survey 
Area. 20 pairs were found within the Westside Cable Corridor section, nine pairs within the 
Landfall 2 section, six pairs within the Landfall 3 section and five pairs within the Landfall 1 section. 
Three pairs were also recorded within the Interior Cable Corridor section. 

Whimbrel 

12.6.7. Whimbrel were found to possibly be breeding at three locations within the Survey Area, Sections 
3, 4, and 6. These were marked as possibilities due to the lack of previous records of whimbrel 
breeding at more coastal locations in Lewis. Breeding in similar locations and habitats occur in 
other places, such as Shetland, so it is a possibility. It is important to acknowledge these possible 
breeding territories, as whimbrel are a Schedule 1 protected species, details presented in the 
Confidential Appendix. 

12.6.8. Further details regarding the behaviour and locations associated with the whimbrel observations 
are described in the Confidential Appendix.   

Red-necked phalarope 

12.6.9. During the 2023 breeding season, two breeding pairs of red-necked phalarope were recorded 
within the Survey Area. Both pairs were found within the Landfall 3 section. The locations of these 
territories are presented in the Confidential Appendix.  

Redshank 

12.6.10. During the 2023 breeding season, 57 breeding pairs of redshank were recorded within the Survey 
Area. 30 pairs were found within the Landfall 2 section, and 11 pairs within each of the Westside 
Cable Corridor section and Landfall 3 section. A single pair was also found within the Interior 
Landfall section. 

Greenshank 

12.6.11. During the 2023 breeding season, 6 breeding pairs of greenshank were recorded within the study 
area. Three pairs were found within the Westside Cable Corridor section, two pairs within the 
Interior Cable Corridor section and a single pair within the Landfall 3 section. The locations of 
these territories are presented in the Confidential Appendix. 

Common sandpiper 

12.6.12. During the 2023 breeding season, 9 breeding pairs of common sandpiper were recorded within 
the Survey Area. Four pairs were found within the Interior Cable Corridor Section, two pairs within 
the Substation section, two pairs within the Landfall 3 section, and a single pair within the 
Westside Cable Corridor section. 

12.7. WATERFOWL 
Greylag Goose 



        
 

32 
 

12.7.1. During the 2023 breeding season, 18 breeding pairs of greylag goose were recorded within the 
Survey Area. The Substation section, Westside Cable Corridor section, and Landfall 3 section all 
held four pairs each. The Interior Cable Corridor section and Landfall 1 section both held three 
pairs each. Seven greylag geese pairs were observed to have broods, three pairs in the Westside 
Corridor section, two pairs in the Substation and two pairs in the Landfall 3 section. 

Mallard 

12.7.2. During the 2023 breeding season, nine breeding pairs of mallard were recorded within the Survey 
Area. Five pairs were found within the Landfall 2 Section, two pairs within the Westside Cable 
Corridor, one pair within the Interior Cable Corridor section and one pair within the Grid 
Substation section. 

Teal 

12.7.3. During the 2023 breeding season, 10 breeding pairs of teal were recorded within the Survey 
Area. Four pairs were found within the Landfall 3, and three pairs within the Interior Cable 
Corridor. The Landfall 2 section, Landfall 3 section and Substation section all held a single pair 
each of breeding teal. 

Snipe 

12.7.4. During the 2023 breeding season, 68 snipe breeding territories were recorded within the Survey 
Area. Twenty-two were found within the Westside Cable Corridor section, 17 within the Landfall 2 
section and 14 within the Interior Cable Corridor section. Nine were found within the Landfall 3 
section, five within the Substation section and a single territory was found within the Landfall 1 
section. 

Other Waterbirds Species 

12.7.5. A pair of whooper swan were found to be holding a territory but not successfully breeding within 
Section 3 Westside Cable Corridor. The location is presented in the Confidential Appendix. A pair 
of whooper swan were also observed on a single occasion at rest on a separate body of water 
within the Westside Cable Corridor section. 

12.8. RAILS AND CRAKES 
Corncrake 

12.8.1. From the three corncrake surveys, and incidental corncrakes heard during the MBS visits, there 
were 48 registrations of birds calling, which were determined to be 22 breeding territories.18 of 
these were in proximity of Section 5 at Barvas, and four were in Section 6 at Shader.  

12.8.2. The locations of these territories are presented in the Confidential Appendix. 

Other rail and crake species 

12.8.3. No spotted crakes or water rails were heard during the night-time corncrake surveys. It is 
therefore reasonable to assume that these species were not present as breeding species.  

12.9. PASSERINES AND OTHER BIRDS 
12.9.1. A heronry of at least four grey heron nests was found in a small stand of coniferous trees in the 

Westside Cable Corridor and two raven territories were found within the Grid Substation Survey 
Area. 

12.9.2. Passerines and other birds were recorded during the survey, but it is worth noting that species 
such as blackbird, house sparrow and starling were likely breeding in higher numbers within 
gardens and crofts. As these were not priority species, survey effort was not prioritised at 
gardens, nor were breeding bird survey methods used.  
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13.3.12. Greylag geese were recorded on site during four visits, foraging or in flight. Groups of up to 23 
were recorded in flight over the survey section during October 2023 and January 2024. Foraging 
groups of up to 26 were recorded in January and March of 2024. 

13.3.13. Mallard were recorded on two of visits. Pairs of mallard were observed resting on a water body 
and foraging in the survey section. 

13.3.14. A lone shelduck was recorded flying over the survey section in February 2024. 

Seabirds 

13.3.15. Seabirds of interest were recorded only once on site during the wintering survey period. A great 
northern diver was observed foraging in November 2023. 

13.3.16. In addition, two gull species were recorded on site during the winter survey period. 200 great 
black-backed gulls were recorded at rest on a body of water in November 2023, and a single 
Iceland gull was observed flying through the survey section in December 2023. 

13.4. SECTION 5 - LANDFALL 2 
13.4.1. Twenty-four species of interest were recorded utilising the Landfall 2 survey section during the 

winter of 2023-2024. Birds were recorded on all visits, making extensive use of the site to forage 
and rest. 

Raptors  

13.4.2. During the survey period, raptors were recorded in the section on nine visits, and included six 
species: buzzard, golden eagle, hen harrier, kestrel, merlin and white-tailed eagle. 

13.4.3. Golden eagle were observed on two visits; one golden eagle was recorded resting during 
December 2023, and two records occurred during March 2024; an individual foraging at low 
height, around 50 ft from the ground, and an individual at rest perching on a hummock. These 
are likely to be sightings of the same individual. 

13.4.4. Hen harrier were observed on one of the visits, during December 2023, with two records during 
that visit of a ringtail foraging in the survey section. 

13.4.5. Merlin were observed on two visits in the Landfall 2 section. During December 2023 a female 
was observed engaged in an extended chase of a snipe before abandoning the chase and 
perching on a fence post. Another merlin was seen foraging in the section during January 2024. 

13.4.6. White-tailed eagle were observed on nine visits in the Landfall 2 section. Observations of white-
tailed eagle resting in the section were made during October and December 2023, and January 
2024. White-tailed eagle were recorded flying or foraging through the section every month 
between October 2023 and March 2024 with the exception of November. 

13.4.7. Buzzard were seen foraging or resting on three visits, between January and February 2024. A 
kestrel was recorded foraging in October 2023. 

Waterfowl  

13.4.8. During the survey period, waterfowl were recorded in the section on all visits, and included eight 
species: eider, greylag, mallard, pink-footed goose, shelduck, teal, tufted duck and wigeon. 

13.4.9. A pair of eider were observed foraging off the coast of the Landfall 2 section on one visit, during 
March 2024. 

13.4.10. Greylag were observed on ten visits foraging in the survey section. Groups ranging in size from 
two to 115 were recorded, and observations of greylag occurred during every month from 
October 2023 to March 2024. 

13.4.11. Mallard were recorded on three visits, during October 2023 and January and February 2024.  

13.4.12. Pink-footed goose were recorded on three visits, foraging on each occasion, during November 
and December 2023 and February 2024. 
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13.4.13. Shelduck, tufted duck and teal were all recorded during a single visit each. Four teal were 
observed resting during October 2023, a single tufted duck was observed resting during 
December 2023 and a single shelduck was observed during February 2024. 

13.4.14. Wigeon were recorded on seven visits resting or foraging in groups of two to 40 in number, 
between October 2023 and March 2024. 

Waders 

13.4.15. During the survey period, waders were recorded on ten visits, and included six species; curlew, 
dunlin, golden plover, lapwing, oystercatcher and ringed plover. 

13.4.16. Curlew were observed on eight visits foraging in the survey section. Group sizes ranged from 
three to 52 and were recorded from October 2023 to February 2024. 

13.4.17. Dunlin were recorded in the section on one visit, when a group of 27 was observed foraging 
during October 2023. 

13.4.18. Golden plover were recorded in the section on four visits, in group sizes ranging from 43 to 96. 
Foraging groups were recorded in October 2023 and February 2024, and a group of 58 was 
observed flying in the section during March 2024. 

13.4.19. Lapwing were recorded in the section on seven visits, in group sizes ranging from 14 to 59. 
Foraging lapwing were observed during October and December 2023, and January and March 
2024. A group of 51 were observed to take off from rest before landing during October 2023, 
and a group of 59 was recorded resting during November 2023. 

13.4.20. Oystercatcher were recorded in the section on two visits. A group of 17 was observed foraging 
during February 2024, and a group of nine foraging on a different visit during the same month. 

13.4.21. Ringed plover were observed in the section on one visit, a group of four observed foraging during 
February 2024. 

Seabirds and Other Species 

13.4.22. Great northern diver were recorded in the section on two visits. A single bird was seen each time, 
one in December 2023 and one in February 2024. 

13.4.23. Great black-backed gull were recorded in the section on two visits. During November 2023 a 
group of 20 were observed foraging, and two were observed foraging during February 2024. 

13.4.24. In addition, nine raven were recorded flying and calling during January 2024, and two foraging 
during February 2024. Eight twite were recorded during January 2024. 

13.5. SECTION 6 - LANDFALL 1  
13.5.1. Wintering bird surveys in the Landfall 1 section were focused on Loch Bacabhat, the only body 

of fresh water in the section, and grassy croft land where geese were likely to forage. The site 
was not regularly used by species of interest, with four recorded in the section during the 
wintering bird survey visits: hen harrier; whooper swan; greylag goose and black-headed gull.  

Raptors 

13.5.2. There was a single observation of a hen harrier in the section during October of 2023. The bird 
was a ringtail and was foraging. 

Waterfowl 

13.5.3. Whooper swans were observed on two visits, making use of Loch Bacabhat. A group of one adult 
and five juveniles were observed resting in November 2023, and a single whooper swan was 
recorded in March 2024. 

13.5.4. Greylag geese were recorded on four visits during the survey programme. 250 greylag geese 
were recorded resting on the water and loch edges at Loch Bacabhat in October 2023. A further 
group of 14, and a separate group of four, were recorded foraging in grassy crofts at the end of 
October 2023. A group of three were observed foraging around Loch Bacabhat in March 2024. 
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Date  Observer Start Finish Area Purpose Weather  

30/10/2023 RR 06:40:00 09:20:00 Westside 
Cable 
Corridor 

Dawn watch over potential HH 
roosting area 

Wind direction NE, force 
4, cloud cover 6/8, no 
precipitation 

30/10/2023 RR 10:00:00 11:30:00 Westside 
Cable 
Corridor 

Daytime visit to known HH 
roost to find roosting locations 

Wind direction NE, force 
4, cloud cover 6/8, no 
precipitation 

30/10/2023 RR 11:50:00 12:20:00 Interior 
Cable 
Corridor 

Daytime search for WE roost in 
conifer block 

Wind direction NE, force 
4, cloud cover 6/8, no 
precipitation 

15/11/2023 AR 10:30:00 14:00:00 
Substation 

Search for WE roost location in 
conifer blocks 

Wind direction E, force 
2, cloud cover 1/8, no 
precipitation 

15/11/2023 AR 14:00:00 17:00:00 
Substation 

Dusk watch over potential HH 
roosting area 

Wind direction E, force 
2, cloud cover 1/8, no 
precipitation 

30/11/2023 RR 13:15:00 16:30:00 Westside 
Cable 
Corridor 

Dusk watch over known HH 
roost 

Wind direction N, force 
3, cloud cover 5/8, 
showers 

13/12/2023 RR 13:30:00 16:30:00 
Substation 

Dusk watch over potential HH 
roosting area 

Wind direction SW, force 
4, cloud cover 4/8, no 
precipitation 

17/12/2023 RR 13:15:00 16:15:00 
Landfall 2 

Dusk watch over potential HH 
roosting area 

Wind direction SW, force 
4, cloud cover 6/8, no 
precipitation 

19/01/2024 RR 13:30:00 16:40:00 Westside 
Cable 
Corridor 

Dusk watch over known HH 
roost 

Wind direction SW, force 
3, cloud cover 5/8, 
showers 

19/01/2024 AR 13:40:00 17:00:00 
Landfall 3 

Dusk watch over potential HH 
roosting area 

Wind direction SW, force 
3, cloud cover 5/8, 
showers 

26/01/2024 RR 14:00:00 17:10:00 Westside 
Cable 
Corridor 

Dusk watch over potential HH 
roosting area 

Wind direction SW, force 
6, cloud cover 7/8, 
showers 

26/01/2024 AR 14:20:00 17:00:00 
Landfall 2 

Dusk watch over potential HH 
roosting area 

Wind direction SW, force 
6, cloud cover 7/8, 
showers 

09/02/2024 RR 15:10:00 17:40:00 
Substation 

Dusk watch over potential HH 
roosting area 

Wind direction E, force 
5, cloud cover 6/8, 
drizzle 

24/02/2024 RR 12:20:00 14:10:00 Westside 
Cable 
Corridor 

Daytime visit to known HH 
roost to find roosting locations 

Wind direction N, force 
2, cloud cover4/8, no 
precipitation 

24/02/2024 RR 14:30:00 15:00:00 Interior 
Cable 
Corridor 

Daytime WE roost visit Wind direction N, force 
2, cloud cover4/8, no 
precipitation 

24/02/2024 RR 15:30:00 18:30:00 Westside 
Cable 
Corridor 

Dusk watch over known HH 
roost 

Wind direction N, force 
2, cloud cover4/8, no 
precipitation 
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Date  Observer Start Finish Area Purpose Weather  

01/03/2024 RR 15:30:00 18:40:00 Interior 
Cable 
Corridor 

Dusk watch over potential HH 
roosting area 

Wind direction N, force 
3, cloud cover 5/8, 
showers 

02/03/2024 RR 13:30:00 15:20:00 
Substation 

Daytime search for roost 
locations 

Wind direction SE, force 
4, cloud cover 6/8, no 
precipitation 

03/03/2024 RR 16:10:00 19:00:00 
Substation 

Dusk watch over potential HH 
roosting area 

Wind direction SE, force 
4, cloud cover 6/8, no 
precipitation 

04/03/2024 RR 16:10:00 19:10:00 
Substation 

Dusk watch over known HH 
roost 

Wind direction SE, force 
4, cloud cover 6/8, 
showers 

05/03/2024 RR 16:30:00 19:30:00 
Substation 

Dusk watch over potential HH 
roosting area 

Wind direction NW, 
force 6, cloud cover 5/8, 
showers 
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Appendix Table 6 Full wintering bird survey data 

Survey No. Date Survey Section Species  No. Individuals  Behaviour Survey comments  

1 17/10/2023 Landfall 2 Curlew 34 foraging  

1 17/10/2023 Landfall 2 Curlew 27 foraging different group, foraging within the dunes 

1 17/10/2023 Landfall 2 Greylag 120 foraging  

1 17/10/2023 Landfall 3 Greylag 7 flying  

1 17/10/2023 Landfall 3 Greylag 13 flying  

1 17/10/2023 Landfall 1 Greylag 250 resting resting on water / resting at shore edges 

1 17/10/2023 Landfall 3 Goldeneye 1 on water single female 

1 17/10/2023 Landfall 2 Golden plover 40 foraging foraging at the shore, low tide 

1 17/10/2023 Landfall 2 Lapwing 51 flying from ground to flight to land again 

1 17/10/2023 Landfall 2 White-tailed eagle  1 flying  

2 31/10/2023 Landfall 2 Curlew 3 foraging  

2 31/10/2023 Landfall 2 Dunlin 27 foraging  

2 31/10/2023 Landfall 1 Greylag 14 foraging  

2 31/10/2023 Landfall 2 Greylag 4 foraging  

2 31/10/2023 Landfall 2 Greylag 19 foraging  

2 31/10/2023 Landfall 2 Greylag 21 foraging  

2 31/10/2023 Landfall 2 Greylag 73 foraging  

2 31/10/2023 Landfall 2 Greylag 38 foraging  

2 31/10/2023 Landfall 2 Golden plover 96 foraging  

2 31/10/2023 Landfall 3 Hen harrier 1 foraging  

2 31/10/2023 Landfall 1 Hen harrier 1 foraging  

2 31/10/2023 Landfall 2 Kestrel 1 foraging  

2 31/10/2023 Landfall 2 Lapwing 31 foraging  

2 31/10/2023 Landfall 2 Mallard 4 resting lochan edge 

2 31/10/2023 Landfall 2 Teal 4 resting lochan edge 

2 31/10/2023 Landfall 2 White-tailed eagle  2 flying  

2 31/10/2023 Landfall 2 White-tailed eagle  1 flying  
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Survey No. Date Survey Section Species  No. Individuals  Behaviour Survey comments  

2 31/10/2023 Landfall 2 White-tailed eagle  1 resting  

2 31/10/2023 Landfall 2 Wigeon 12 on water  

3 21/11/2023 Landfall 2 Curlew 12 foraging within the dunes 

3 21/11/2023 Landfall 2 Great black-back gull 20 foraging foraging on the shore 

3 21/11/2023 Landfall 3 Great black-back gull 200 resting on water 

3 21/11/2023 Landfall 2 Greylag 78 foraging foraging on the machair 

3 21/11/2023 Landfall 3 Goldeneye 1 foraging on water 

3 21/11/2023 Landfall 3 Golden plover 180 foraging fields - wet marsh 

3 21/11/2023 Landfall 3 Hen harrier 1 foraging machair 

3 21/11/2023 Landfall 2 Lapwing 59 resting fields - wet marsh 

3 21/11/2023 Landfall 3 Great northern diver 1 foraging coastal inshore 

3 21/11/2023 Landfall 2 Pink-footed goose 1 foraging with the greylags 

3 21/11/2023 Landfall 3 Tufted duck  1 foraging on water 

3 21/11/2023 Landfall 2 Wigeon 40 foraging foraging on the shore 

3 21/11/2023 Landfall 3 Whooper swan 1 foraging on water 

3 21/11/2023 Landfall 1 Whooper swan 6 resting adult and 5 juveniles 

4 05/12/2023 Landfall 2 Curlew 38 foraging  

4 05/12/2023 Landfall 2 Golden eagle  1 Resting female. perched on fence post warming up wings in sunshine. 

4 05/12/2023 Landfall 2 Greylag 13 foraging  

4 05/12/2023 Landfall 2 Greylag 15 foraging  

4 05/12/2023 Landfall 2 Greylag 11 foraging flew southeast 

4 05/12/2023 Landfall 2 Greylag 25 foraging flew southeast 

4 05/12/2023 Landfall 2 Greylag 35 foraging  

4 05/12/2023 Landfall 2 Greylag 115 foraging  

4 05/12/2023 Landfall 3 Goldeneye 6 on water on water 

4 05/12/2023 Landfall 3 Hen harrier 1 flying male 

4 05/12/2023 Landfall 2 Hen harrier 1 foraging ringtail 

4 05/12/2023 Landfall 2 Hen harrier 1 foraging male, flying toward Loch Sminig 
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Survey No. Date Survey Section Species  No. Individuals  Behaviour Survey comments  

4 05/12/2023 Landfall 2 Hen harrier 1 foraging ringtail, quartering in fields  

4 05/12/2023 Landfall 3 Iceland gull 1 flying flying overhead NW 

4 05/12/2023 Landfall 2 Lapwing 14 foraging  

4 05/12/2023 Landfall 2 Merlin 1 foraging female. chasing snipe gaining height, abandoned chase, swooped 
down onto fence post then noticed surveyors and flew off 
westwards. 

4 05/12/2023 Landfall 2 Great northern diver 1 on water on water 

4 05/12/2023 Landfall 2 Pink-footed goose 4 foraging  

4 05/12/2023 Landfall 2 Tufted duck  1 resting male 

4 05/12/2023 Landfall 2 White-tailed eagle  1 resting male. flew in from NW, landed on hummock to rest. 

4 05/12/2023 Landfall 2 Wigeon 12 on water on ocean 

5 19/12/2023 Landfall 2 Greylag 9 foraging foraging 

5 19/12/2023 Landfall 2 Greylag 8 foraging flew in from north to feed. 

5 19/12/2023 Landfall 2 Greylag 7 foraging flew in from north to feed. 

5 19/12/2023 Landfall 2 Greylag 6 foraging flew in from north to feed. 

5 19/12/2023 Landfall 2 Greylag 81 foraging flew in from north to feed. 

5 19/12/2023 Landfall 2 Greylag 7 flying flew in from north to feed. 

5 19/12/2023 Landfall 2 Greylag 6 flying foraging 

5 19/12/2023 Landfall 2 Greylag 3 flying flying, landed, took off again. 

5 18/12/2023 Landfall 3 White-fronted goose 
(European) 

19 foraging foraging, then took flight. 

5 18/12/2023 Landfall 3 Sparrowhawk 1 foraging flushed from foraging on starling behind drystone wall 

5 18/12/2023 Landfall 3 White-tailed eagle  1 foraging flew west, returned, several times - foraging 

5 19/12/2023 Landfall 2 White-tailed eagle  1 flying mobbed by raven, flew north up coastline. 

5 18/12/2023 Landfall 3 Wigeon 2 foraging male + female 

5 18/12/2023 Landfall 3 Whooper swan 3 foraging foraging 

6 08/01/2024 Landfall 2 Curlew 5 flying flushed and calling 

6 08/01/2024 Landfall 2 Curlew 52 foraging foraging and flying between patches 

6 08/01/2024 Landfall 3 Greylag 23 flying flew south likely lifted from loch 
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Survey No. Date Survey Section Species  No. Individuals  Behaviour Survey comments  

6 08/01/2024 Landfall 2 Greylag 20 foraging foraging in rushy pasture 

6 08/01/2024 Landfall 2 Greylag 10 foraging foraging 

6 08/01/2024 Landfall 3 Goldeneye 4 on water on water 

6 08/01/2024 Landfall 3 Kestrel 1 foraging foraging 

6 08/01/2024 Landfall 3 Mallard 2 on water on water 

6 08/01/2024 Landfall 2 Mallard 2 on water on water 

6 08/01/2024 Landfall 2 Merlin 1 foraging foraging 

6 08/01/2024 Landfall 2 Raven 9 flying flying and calling 

6 08/01/2024 Landfall 2 Twite 8 foraging foraging in seed heads 

6 08/01/2024 Landfall 2 White-tailed eagle  1 resting perched on fence, sub-adult 

6 08/01/2024 Landfall 2 Wigeon 11 on water on water 

7 24/01/2024 Landfall 2 Buzzard 1 foraging foraging 

7 24/01/2024 Landfall 2 Buzzard 1 foraging foraging, then perched on rock pile 

7 24/01/2024 Landfall 2 Curlew 9 foraging foraging 

7 24/01/2024 Landfall 2 Curlew 38 foraging foraging 

7 24/01/2024 Landfall 2 Curlew 18 flying alarmed by white-tailed eagle, flew off 

7 24/01/2024 Landfall 2 Greylag 46 flying flying 

7 24/01/2024 Landfall 3 Greylag 21 foraging foraging 

7 24/01/2024 Landfall 2 Greylag 14 foraging foraging 

7 24/01/2024 Landfall 2 Lapwing 42 foraging foraging 

7 24/01/2024 Landfall 3 Tufted duck  2 on water resting on water, male + female 

7 24/01/2024 Landfall 2 White-tailed eagle  3 foraging 2 sub-adults and adult foraging across whole field 

7 24/01/2024 Landfall 2 White-tailed eagle  1 perched perched on mound on dune system 

7 24/01/2024 Landfall 2 White-tailed eagle  1 soaring/searching soaring, distinct from others 

8 05/02/2024 Landfall 1 Black-headed gull 1 resting resting on water 

8 05/02/2024 Landfall 2 Buzzard 1 resting perched on rock pile 

8 05/02/2024 Landfall 2 Curlew 23 foraging foraging 

8 05/02/2024 Landfall 2 Greylag 72 foraging foraging 
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Survey No. Date Survey Section Species  No. Individuals  Behaviour Survey comments  

8 05/02/2024 Landfall 2 Greylag 14 foraging foraging 

8 05/02/2024 Landfall 2 Greylag 9 foraging foraging 

8 05/02/2024 Landfall 2 Greylag 67 foraging foraging 

8 05/02/2024 Landfall 3 Goldeneye 3 foraging foraging 

8 05/02/2024 Landfall 3 Goldeneye 5 foraging foraging 

8 05/02/2024 Landfall 2 Golden plover 43 foraging foraging 

8 05/02/2024 Landfall 3 Mallard 2 foraging foraging 

8 05/02/2024 Landfall 2 Mallard 2 resting resting 

8 05/02/2024 Landfall 3 White-fronted goose 
(European) 

21 flying flew overhead, heading northwest 

8 05/02/2024 Landfall 3 White-fronted goose 
(European) 

16 resting resting on water and bank 

8 05/02/2024 Landfall 2 Oystercatcher 17 foraging foraging 

8 05/02/2024 Landfall 2 Ringed plover 4 foraging foraging 

8 05/02/2024 Landfall 2 White-tailed eagle  1 flying flying north along coast 

8 05/02/2024 Landfall 2 White-tailed eagle  1 flying adult, mobbed by crow 

8 05/02/2024 Landfall 2 White-tailed eagle  1 foraging flyover west to east 

8 05/02/2024 Landfall 3 Wigeon 2 foraging foraging 

8 05/02/2024 Landfall 2 Wigeon 2 resting resting 

9 19/02/2024 Landfall 2 Curlew 5 foraging foraging 

9 19/02/2024 Landfall 2 Great black-back gull 2 foraging foraging 

9 19/02/2024 Landfall 2 Greylag 2 foraging foraging 

9 19/02/2024 Landfall 2 Greylag 7 foraging foraging 

9 19/02/2024 Landfall 2 Greylag 52 foraging foraging 

9 19/02/2024 Landfall 2 Greylag 33 foraging foraging 

9 19/02/2024 Landfall 2 Great northern diver 1 foraging foraging 

9 19/02/2024 Landfall 2 Oystercatcher 9 foraging foraging 

9 19/02/2024 Landfall 2 Pink-footed goose 6 foraging foraging, alongside greylags 

9 19/02/2024 Landfall 2 Raven 2 foraging foraging 
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Survey No. Date Survey Section Species  No. Individuals  Behaviour Survey comments  

9 19/02/2024 Landfall 3 Shelduck 1 flying took flight from Loch na Muilne, flew southwest down coast 

9 19/02/2024 Landfall 2 Shelduck 1 foraging foraging 

9 19/02/2024 Landfall 2 White-tailed eagle  1 foraging juvenile, foraging 

9 19/02/2024 Landfall 2 White-tailed eagle  1 foraging foraging 

9 19/02/2024 Landfall 3 White-tailed eagle  1 foraging 2-minute flight from direction of Loch Barvas over croftland and 
around edge of Loch Eirearaigh, flying low foraging 

9 19/02/2024 Landfall 3 White-tailed eagle  1 foraging foraging, flushed geese 

9 19/02/2024 Landfall 2 Wigeon 26 resting resting on water 

10 07/03/2024 Landfall 2 Buzzard 1 resting perched on fence post 

10 07/03/2024 Landfall 2 Eider 2 foraging pair foraging 

10 07/03/2024 Landfall 2 Golden eagle  1 foraging individual hunting, flying low at around 50 ft above ground 

10 07/03/2024 Landfall 2 Golden eagle  1 resting individual perched on sand dune 

10 07/03/2024 Landfall 3 Greylag 26 foraging foraging 

10 07/03/2024 Landfall 3 Goldeneye 2 foraging 2 foraging 

10 07/03/2024 Landfall 3 Goldeneye 1 foraging foraging 

10 07/03/2024 Landfall 2 Lapwing 30 foraging 30+ foraging 

10 07/03/2024 Landfall 3 White-fronted goose 
(European) 

2 foraging 2 white fronted geese foraging 

10 07/03/2024 Landfall 2 White-tailed eagle  1 flying individual perched on fence post, flew in from coast 

10 07/03/2024 Landfall 3 White-tailed eagle  2 foraging first eagle, male, flew very low, NW to SE, 100 ft descending to 2 ft 
above ground. 2nd individual flew N to S, very low flight path to 
landing 

10 07/03/2024 Landfall 2 Wigeon 10 foraging 10 foraging 

10 07/03/2024 Landfall 3 Wigeon 4 resting 2 pairs, resting 

10 07/03/2024 Landfall 3 Wigeon 1 resting resting male 

10 07/03/2024 Landfall 3 Whooper swan 2 foraging foraging 

10 07/03/2024 Landfall 1 Whooper swan 1 on water resting on lochan 

11 25/03/2024 Landfall 2 Greylag 2 foraging foraging 

11 25/03/2024 Landfall 1 Greylag 3 foraging foraging 
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Survey No. Date Survey Section Species  No. Individuals  Behaviour Survey comments  

11 25/03/2024 Landfall 2 Golden plover 58 flying In flight over graveyard croft land 

11 25/03/2024 Landfall 2 Lapwing 40 foraging foraging 
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Figure 1 Ornithological Technical Report Year 1 - Area of Search and designated sites 
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Figure 2 Ornithological Technical Report Year 1 �² Survey Areas 
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Figure 3 Ornithological Technical Report Year 1 �² Grid substation survey area 
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Figure 4 Ornithological Technical Report Year 1 �² Interior cable corridor survey area 
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Figure 5 Ornithological Technical Report Year 1 �² Westside cable corridor survey area 
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Figure 6 Ornithological Technical Report Year 1 �² Landfall 1 survey area 
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Figure 7 Ornithological Technical Report Year 1 �² Landfall 2 survey area 
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Figure 8 Ornithological Technical Report Year 1 �² Landfall 3 survey area 
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Figure 9 Ornithological Technical Report Year 1 �²Wintering bird survey Route 1  
















































































