






















        
 

6 
 

5.3. DESIGNATED SITES  
5.3.1. Parts of the ornithological Survey Area have the potential for connectivity with the Lewis 

Peatlands SPA and the Ness and Barvas SPA, (Figure 1). The qualifying features of these SPAs 
are considered to be priority bird species of this study, (see Section 6). 

5.3.2. Although not covered by a statutory nature conservation designation, the Loch na Muilne RSPB 
reserve overlaps the Survey Area (Figure 2). 

5.4. HABITATS AND LAND USE 
5.4.1. Photos of habitats of ornithological interest are presented in Appendix 3 Image Gallery.   

Grid Substation 

5.4.2. This section covers the land from the southeast coast of the Arnish peninsula northwards to the 
Marybank area, and westward to Loch Lathamul, and area of 12.09 km2. The coastal topography 
south of the Arnish peninsula comprises steep rocky cliffs.  

5.4.3. The habitat is broadly moorland, with a range of dry and wet heath habitats, blanket / modified 
bog, and associated habitats (acid grasslands and wetlands). The area also includes several 
small stands of plantation coniferous trees, and lies adjacent to Lews Castle Grounds, a 
broadleaved woodland established in the 1800s with a wide range of mature native and exotic 
trees, used primarily for amenity purposes. The topography undulates from sea level to 100 m 
AOD. There are several bodies of standing fresh water and numerous waterways. 

5.4.4. The mosaic of moorland habitats, forestry, water bodies and streams provide varied opportunities 
to support a range of bird species; There is suitable breeding and roost habitat for raptors, 
waders, divers, waterfowl, some species of seabird, and passerines.  

5.4.5. At the time of the 2024 survey, there are substantial construction works at Arnish coast, as part 
of the ongoing the Deep Water Terminal development. A second developed location at Creed 
Park in Marybank, comprises a large active quarry, recycling facility, and motocross track. 
Lochside Arena, a multi-purpose arena space, is located within this area. Two busy A roads, the 
A858 and A859, run through the centre of Section 1.  

Landfall 2a and 2b 
 

5.4.6. These adjacent landfall options combined cover an area of 7.2 km2 and comprise machair and 
dunes in the southwest half, and rough pasture and moorland in the northeast half. There are 
several small waterbodies and watercourses. 

5.4.7. Within the northeast section is a small wind farm with three operational turbines and associated 
infrastructure (tracks to the turbines and a small outbuilding). One wind turbine falls within this 
section. There is croftland and residential properties at Ballantrushal to the north, and Upper 
Barvas in the south.  

5.4.8. The Landfall 2b site is largely privately owned land farmed with cattle and sheep. The site is 
fringed by Barvas cemetery, where people occasionally use the car park to access the foreshore. 
The track verges to the cemetery are densely vegetated with nettles and butterbur, providing 
early cover for breeding birds, in particular, corncrake. There are several active and derelict farm 
buildings and some stone walls. The coastal path passes through the site.  

5.4.9. The cattle-grazed farmland and machair habitats that form much of this section provide high 
quality habitat for breeding and a number of other bird species. There are some coastal cliffs 
providing habitat for cliff and crevice nesting seabirds. The areas of short sward coastal heath 
transitioning into bog in the northern extent (Landfall 2a) supports provides suitable breeding 
habitat for moorland bird species.  
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6.2.6. Passerines and songbirds were not categorised as a priority group for surveying (aside from 
skylark and twite) due to the high density of species such as meadow pipits, and relatively low 
numbers and conservation status of species such as wren. 

Table 4 Priority breeding bird species known or suspected to breed in the vicinity of the Onshore Development Area of 
Search.  

Species Conservation listing Qualifying interest of a local 
SPA Main habitat 

Red-throated diver Schedule 1, 
Annex 1 Yes, Lewis Peatlands SPA Peatland lochans (and inshore 

marine waters) 

Black-throated diver Schedule 1, 
Annex 1 Yes, Lewis Peatlands SPA Peatland lochs 

Whooper swan Schedule 1, 
Annex 1 No Freshwater lochs (breeds locally) 

Golden eagle 
Schedules 1, 1A & A1 
Annex 1, 
BoCC-5 Red List 

Yes, Lewis Peatlands SPA Mountain and moorland 

White-tailed eagle Schedules 1, 1A & A1 
Annex 1 No All habitats 

Merlin 
Schedule 1, 
Annex 1, 
BoCC-5 Red List 

Yes, Lewis Peatlands SPA Moorland and moorland edge 

Hen harrier 
Schedule 1 & 1A 
Annex 1, 
BoCC-5 Red List 

No Moorland and moorland edge 

Kestrel BoCC-5 Red List No Moorland edge 

Corncrake 
Schedule 1, 
Annex 1, 
BoCC-5 Red List 

Yes, Ness and Barvas SPA Traditional meadows 

Golden plover Annex 1 Yes, Lewis Peatlands SPA Blanket bog and moorland 

Ringed Plover BoCC-5 Red List No Shingle beaches and machair 

Dunlin Annex 1, 
BoCC-5 Red List Yes, Lewis Peatlands SPA Blanket bog 

Greenshank Schedule 1 Yes, Lewis Peatlands SPA Blanket bog and lochs 

Lapwing BoCC-5 Red List No Pasture and moorland edge 

Curlew BoCC-5 Red List No Pasture and moorland edge 

Red-necked phalarope 
Schedule 1, 
Annex 1, 
BoCC-5 Red List 

No, but key interest of RSPB 
Loch na Muilne reserve 

Freshwater coastal lochs and 
margins 

Arctic tern Annex 1, BoCC-5Red 
List No Coast and lochs 

Great skua BoCC-5 Red List No Blanket bog 

Arctic skua BoCC-5 Red List No Blanket bog 

Twite BoCC-5 Red List No Moorland and croftland 

Great black-backed 
gull BoCC-5 Red List No Mixed 
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NatureScot guidance (NatureScot, 2017) and described in detail in various literature (e.g. Brown 
and Shepherd, 1993; Walsh, et al., 1995; Gilbert et al.,1998; Hardey et al., 2013). 

7.1.3. Although the survey programme is designed around the priority species, in practice the survey 
methods used covered all species likely to be encountered in the Survey Area.  

7.1.4. During all survey work, due care was taken to minimise disturbance to birds and other fauna and 
flora. Surveyors liaised with the Lewis and Harris Raptor Study Group (LHRSG), and other 
surveyors to minimise disturbance.  Surveyors also adopted a biosecurity protocol to reduce the 
risk of spreading highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) and invasive non-native plant species. 
Surveyors carried out surveys under a Schedule 1 licence from NatureScot.  

7.2. BREEDING BIRD SURVEY 
Moorland Bird Survey 

7.2.1. Most breeding bird species were surveyed using the moorland bird survey (MBS) method. This 
is a generic method suitable for species occurring in open habitats during the daytime; The 
method was devised by Brown and Shephard (1993) for surveying upland breeding waders. The 
Survey Area was divided into survey maps of appropriate size to be surveyed in a single day 
(maximum 3 km2), and a series of visits made to each part of the Survey Area over the breeding 
season.  Current guidance (NatureScot, 2017) recommends four survey visits at least seven days 
apart spread through the breeding season. Based on local experience of breeding bird 
phenology, the first three survey visits were undertaken between late April and late June, at 
approximately three weeks apart. The fourth visit was made in late July or early August. Although 
waders have usually finished breeding by then, the fourth visit was primarily focused on detecting 
late breeding species such as divers and skuas.  

7.2.2. The MBS method involves a lone surveyor walking across a defined Survey Area with regular 
stops, each of several minutes, to scan ahead and watch from vantage points. The survey route 
covers the ground systematically, aiming to approach all parts of the Survey Area to within 200 m 
(depending on terrain and topography). The route chosen aims to maximise the detection of birds 
of interest, for example by following raised ground to maximise ground visibility and giving 
particular attention to areas of habitat likely to be used by priority species (e.g., wetlands, 
coastlines, ditches and the vicinity of buildings).  

7.2.3. Each MBS visit lasted up to nine hours (excluding breaks), with an average of approximately 
seven hours. Surveyors recorded the location of all bird species, nests and chicks on a bespoke 
field map using standard British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) species codes and behaviour 
notations. Colonies of birds were examined from a suitable vantage point and a total count of 
birds present obtained. Surveyors recorded all birds that showed breeding behaviour, and also 
those that were apparently not breeding such as birds foraging away from breeding territory and 
passage migrants, with a focus on priority species.  

7.2.4. The MBS method is designed to determine the number and approximate central location of 
breeding bird territories. Descriptions of how this analysis is carried out is described in Section 
7.3.  

7.2.5. Residential building curtilage were not included in MBS, as these areas do not align with the 
survey aims or the ecological sensitivities relevant to the Project, i.e. low priority passerines and 
songbirds were not recorded in these areas.  

7.2.6. Meadow pipits were not included in the MBS surveys because they are a very common and 
widespread species in Lewis, particularly during the breeding season and their presence is likely 
ubiquitous across the landscape. Including meadow pipits would have detracted from the focus 
on priority species, which are of higher conservation concern. This approach allowed for a more 
efficient use of survey resources. 

7.2.7. The density of skylark in Lewis is generally high. So that the recording of skylark did not become 
too onerous or time consuming, skylark were surveyed on one of the survey visits (rather than on 
every visit) and only singing males were recorded.  
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Table 6 Surveys undertaken in the 2024 breeding season  

Date Survey Type Area Covered 

01/05/2024 MBS Grid Substation E 

29/05/2024 MBS Grid Substation E 

12/06/2024 MBS Grid Substation E 

11/07/2024 MBS Grid substation E 

10/05/2024 MBS Grid substation W 

03/06/2024 MBS Grid substation W 

25/06/2024 MBS Grid substation W 

17/07/2024 MBS Grid substation W 

01/05/2024 MBS Landfall 2b 

29/05/2024 MBS Landfall 2b  

26/06/2024 MBS Landfall 2b 

09/07/2024 MBS Landfall 2b 

29/05/2024 Cliff count Landfall 2b 

26/06/2025 Cliff count Landfall 2b 

20/05/2024 Corncrake  Corncrake survey area  

18/06/2024 Corncrake Corncrake survey area 







        
 

17 
 

10.3. LANDFALL 2B 
10.3.1. Of the 43 breeding species recorded in total across the Survey Area, 19 occurred within the 

Landfall 2b section (Figure 7 and Figure 9). A diverse and high number of breeding waders was 
observed within this section. The section was found to be of high importance for breeding 
corncrake, further details of which are described in the Confidential Appendix. 

10.3.2. Landfall 2b was rich in wader breeding territories, with a total of 121 breeding territories of an 
assemblage of six species. Most abundant among these were lapwing with 54 territories 
recorded. 33 oystercatcher territories were recorded, 15 redshank territories and 12 snipe 
territories. The section also supported 4 curlew territories and 3 dunlin territories. 

10.3.3. Three species of gull were recorded breeding within the Landfall 2B section, with a total of 7 
Apparently Occupied Sites (AOS). Three AOS of herring gull and great black-backed gull were 
found, and a single common gull AOS. 

10.3.4. The sea cliffs of this section provided breeding habitat for seabirds, with 39 AOS from three 
species: 30 of these were black guillemot, found within two colonies in the section. Seven fulmar 
AOS were recorded, and two shag AOS. 

10.3.5. Five further species were recorded as breeding within Landfall 2b. 13 skylark territories were 
identified, six wheatear territories, three rock pipit territories, and single territories were found of 
raven and hooded crow. 

10.3.6. In addition to the breeding territories identified, a number of incidental records were made during 
surveys of the section. White-tailed eagle and golden eagle were regularly observed in flight 
throughout the section, and a buzzard was seen on one visit. Two records were made of a 
whimbrel in different parts of the section, and three golden plover were also observed. A male 
ruff was sighted on one occasion (details in the Confidential Appendix). In addition, record was 
made of an arctic skua flying over the section, and gannets and a great northern diver foraging 
inshore. 

Table 9 Overview of the abundance of breeding bird species recorded between April 2024 and August 2024.  

Species Latin Name Grid substation Landfall 2b Total 
Greylag goose Anser anser 9 0 9 

Teal Anas crecca 3 0 3 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 3 0 3 

Red-breasted merganser Mergus serrator 1 0 1 

Red-throated diver Gavia stellata 3 0 3 

Black-throated diver Gavia arctica 1 0 1 

Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis 0 7 7 

Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis 0 2 0 

Hen harrier Circus cyaneus 5 0 5 

Buzzard Buteo buteo 1 0 1 

Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 2 0 2 

Merlin Falco columbarius 1 0 1 

Corncrake Crex crex 0 32 35* 

Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus 1 33 34 

Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 0 54 54 

Dunlin Calidris alpina 0 3 3 

Snipe Gallinago gallinago 1 12 13 

Curlew Numenius arquata 0 5 5 

Redshank Tringa totanus 0 15 15 

Greenshank Tringa nebularia 1 0 1 

Common sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 5 0 5 
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Species Latin Name Grid substation Landfall 2b Total 
Common gull Larus canus 0 1 1 

Lesser black-backed gull Larus fuscus 2 0 2 

Herring gull Larus argentatus 0 3 3 

Great black-backed gull Larus marinus 5 3 8 

Black guillemot Cepphus grylle 0 30 30 

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 3 0 3 

Skylark Alauda arvensis 21 13 34 

Rock pipit Anthus petrosus 0 3 3 

Pied wagtail Motacilla alba 1 0 1 

Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 6 0 6 

Stonechat Saxicola rubicola 5 0 5 

Wheater Oenanthe oenanthe 2 6 8 

Song thrush Turdus philomelos 1 0 1 

Willow warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 3 0 3 

Goldcrest Regulus regulus 1 0 1 

Coal tit Periparus ater 2 0 2 

Great tit Parus major 1 0 1 

Hooded crow Corvus cornix 1 1 2 

Raven Corvus corax 3 1 4 

Starling Sturnus vulgaris 0 8 8 

Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 5 0 5 

Lesser redpoll Carduelis cabaret 1 0 1 

* 3 corncrake territories at Landfall 2a, no other surveys at Landfall 2a.  
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Waders 

11.2.15. During the survey period, seven species of wader were recorded in or around the Landfall 2 
survey area on eleven visits, and included: curlew, dunlin, golden plover, lapwing, oystercatcher, 
redshank and turnstone. Behaviours recorded included displaying, alarming, resting, foraging 
and flying. 

11.2.16. Curlew were recorded in the Landfall 2 survey area on nine visits, with 21 sightings in total. Group 
sizes ranged from single birds to a flock of 64, and behaviours included alarming, foraging, flying 
and resting. 

11.2.17. A single record was made on dunlin in the Landfall 2 survey area, when a flock of 35 birds were 
seen flying. 

11.2.18. Two records were made of golden plover in the Landfall 2 survey area during one visit. 35 golden 
plover were observed foraging, and another group of 120 also foraging. 

11.2.19. Lapwing were observed in the Landfall 2 survey area on seven visits, and a total of 12 records. 
Numbers ranged from one to 95, and behaviours included displaying, resting, foraging and flying. 

11.2.20. Oystercatcher were observed in the Landfall 2 survey area during seven visits, with a total 22 
records. Numbers ranged from single birds to groups of up to 96, and behaviours included 
roosting, resting, foraging and flying. 

11.2.21. Redshank were observed in the Landfall 2 survey area on three visits, with five records in total. 
One to three birds were seen together, mostly foraging with two birds seen in flight on one 
occasion. 

11.2.22. Turnstone were observed in the Landfall 2 survey area on two occasions during the same visit. 
On both occasions two birds were recorded foraging. 

 
Seabirds and other species 

11.2.23. Gulls were recorded in the Landfall 2 survey area on eight occasions, with records made of 
common and herring gull resting or foraging in the area, and black-headed gull, lesser black-
backed and greater backed gull resting. Common gull were observed in during three visits, with 
five records in total. Groups ranged in number from 50 to 120, and all records were of birds 
resting. A single record was made of herring gull, when a group of 120 were recorded foraging. 
Two records were also made of mixed groups of gulls: a group of 80 black-headed gull, lesser 
and greater black-backed gull were observed resting, and a second group of 116 resting black-
headed, common and lesser black-backed gull were recorded. 

11.2.24. Two records were made of raven in the Landfall 2 survey area. Both were of a single bird in flight, 
and both made during the same visit. 

11.3. LANDFALL 3 
11.3.1. Twenty two species of interest were recorded in or around the Landfall 3 survey area during the 

winter of 2024-2025. Birds were recorded on 11 visits, with a range of behaviours observed 
including resting, foraging, flying or on water without a clear behavioural indicator. 

Raptors 

11.3.2. Buzzard were recorded in the Landfall 3 survey area during two visits, with a total of three records. 
All three records were of single birds, with two resting and one in flight. 

11.3.3. Golden eagle were recorded in the Landfall 3 survey area on a single visit. Two records were 
made during that visit of a single golden resting, one making use of a post while the other was 
observed resting on the ground. 

11.3.4. Merlin were recorded in the Landfall 3 survey area on a single occasion; a lone female resting. 
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11.3.5. White-tailed eagle were observed in the Landfall 3 Survey Area during two visits. One one 
occasion a single bird was observed in flight, and during the other visit a single birds was recorded 
foraging. 

Waterfowl 

11.3.6. During the survey period, waterfowl were recorded in or around the Landfall 3 survey area on 
nine visits, and included none species: goosander, greylag geese, goldeneye, long-tailed duck, 
mallard, teal, tufted duck, wigeon and whooper swan. Behaviours observed included resting, 
foraging, flying or being on water without a clear behavioural indicator. 

11.3.7. A single record was made of goosander in the Landfall 3 survey area. Two birds were seen 
together on water. 

11.3.8. Greylag geese were recorded in the Landfall 3 survey area during eight visits, with a total of 15 
records. Numbers ranged from groups of three to 70, and all records were of groups either resting 
or foraging. 

11.3.9. Goldeneye were recorded in the Landfall 3 survey area during six visits, with eight records in 
total. Numbers ranged from one to three birds, either clearly foraging or on water without obvious 
behavioural indicators. 

11.3.10. A single record was made on long-tailed duck in the Landfall 3 survey area, when a group of five 
were observed on water. 

11.3.11. Mallard were recorded in the Landfall 3 survey area during four visits, with eight records in total. 
The majority of records were of one or two birds, with one group of three recorded and a group 
of six. All records were either resting or foraging, or on water without clear behavioural indicators. 

11.3.12. Teal were recorded in the Landfall 3 survey area during five visits, with seven records in total. 
Numbers ranged from one to 12, and all records were of birds on water other than the group of 
twelve, observed as clearly foraging. 

11.3.13. A single record was made of tufted duck in the Landfall 3 survey area, a group of five observed 
foraging. 

11.3.14. Wigeon were recorded in the Landfall 3 survey area during six visits, with a total of ten records. 
Numbers ranged from four to 120, and behaviours included resting, foraging, flying or on water 
without clear behavioural indicators. 

11.3.15. A single record was made of whooper swan in the Landfall 3 survey area, two birds observed on 
water without clear behavioural indicators. 

Waders 

11.3.16. During the survey period, waders were recorded in or around the Landfall 3 survey area on seven 
visits and included four species: curlew, golden plover, lapwing and oystercatcher. All records 
were of birds either foraging or resting. 

11.3.17. Curlew were recorded in the Landfall 3 survey area during three visits. Numbers ranged from five 
to 57, and recorded behaviours were foraging or resting. 

11.3.18. A single record was made of golden plover in the Landfall 3 survey area. A group of 70 were 
observed foraging. 

11.3.19. A single record was made of lapwing in the Landfall 3 survey area. A group of 24 were observed 
resting. 

11.3.20. Oystercatcher were recorded in the Landfall 3 survey area during three visits, with a total of seven 
records. Numbers ranged from one to 102, with all bar one of the records being of birds foraging. 
On one occasion a single bird was observed resting. 

Seabirds 

11.3.21. During the survey period, gulls were recorded in or around the Landfall 3 survey area during eight 
visits and included four species: common, herring, greater- and lesser black-backed gulls. 
Groups of common gull were recorded on two visits, a group of seven and one of 20. On both 
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Table 1-6 Full wintering bird survey data 

Survey No. Date Survey Section Species  No. Individuals  Behaviour Survey comments  

2 28/10/2024 Outwith Greylag goose 42 foraging  

2 28/10/2024 Outwith Greylag goose 5 foraging  

2 28/10/2024 Outwith Greylag goose 47 foraging  

2 28/10/2024 Outwith Lapwing 71 flying  

2 28/10/2024 Outwith Teal duck 7 on water  

2 28/10/2024 Outwith Wigeon 18 on water M/F split 

2 28/10/2024 2b Golden eagle 1 roosting  

2 28/10/2024 Landfall 2b Greylag goose 49 foraging  

2 28/10/2024 Landfall 2b Greylag goose 14 foraging  

3 12/11/2024 Landfall 2b Buzzard 1 resting  

3 12/11/2024 2b Curlew 27 foraging  

3 12/11/2024 Outwith Great black-backed gull 24 resting  

3 12/11/2024 Outwith Great black-backed gull 85 resting  

3 12/11/2024 Landfall 2b Greylag goose 1 dead turbine casualty 

3 12/11/2024 2b Hen harrier 1 foraging Ringtail. Foraging flight, flew southwest uphill. 

3 12/11/2024 Outwith Lapwing 70 resting  

3 12/11/2024 Outwith Lapwing 24 resting  

3 12/11/2024 Outwith Mallard duck 2 resting  

3 12/11/2024 3 Tufted duck 5 foraging  

3 12/11/2024 2b White-tailed eagle 1 resting immature 

3 12/11/2024 Outwith Wigeon 35 resting  

3 12/11/2024 2b Buzzard 1 resting  

3 12/11/2024 2b Greylag goose 7 foraging  

3 12/11/2024 2b Greylag goose 9 foraging  

3 12/11/2024 2b Greylag goose 8 foraging  

3 12/11/2024 2b Greylag goose 18 foraging  

3 12/11/2024 2b Greylag goose 29 foraging  
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3 12/11/2024 2b Greylag goose 14 foraging  

3 12/11/2024 2b Greylag goose 8 foraging  

3 12/11/2024 2b Greylag goose 13 foraging  

3 12/11/2024 2b Greylag goose 95 foraging  

3 12/11/2024 2b Hen harrier 1 foraging Male adult foraging. 

3 12/11/2024 2b Hen harrier 1 foraging Female HH foraging. 

4 27/11/2024 3 Buzzard 1 foraging  

4 27/11/2024 Outwith Great black-backed gull 7 resting  

4 27/11/2024 3 Greylag goose 5 foraging  

4 27/11/2024 3 Greylag goose 33 foraging  

4 27/11/2024 3 Greylag goose 5 foraging  

4 27/11/2024 3 Goldeneye 1 on water Female 

4 27/11/2024 3 Goldeneye 1 on water Male, eclipse plumage 

4 27/11/2024 Outwith Herring gull 4 resting  

4 27/11/2024 Outwith Long-tailed duck 5 on water  

4 27/11/2024 Outwith Wigeon 21 on water  

4 27/11/2024 2b Lapwing 1 displaying  

4 27/11/2024 2b White-tailed eagle 1 flying West to South flyover 

5 10/12/2024 2b Tufted duck 1 on water  

5 10/12/2024 2b Teal duck 18 on water  

5 10/12/2024 2b Buzzard 1 resting Sitting on fence post 

5 10/12/2024 Outwith Great black-backed gull 125 resting  

5 10/12/2024 Outwith Greylag goose 11 foraging  

5 10/12/2024 2b Greylag goose 7 foraging  

5 10/12/2024 2b Mallard duck 10 on water  

5 10/12/2024 2b Curlew 1 foraging  

5 10/12/2024 Outwith Curlew 1 foraging  

5 10/12/2024 Outwith Greylag goose 6 foraging  

5 10/12/2024 Outwith Greylag goose 180 foraging  

5 10/12/2024 Outwith Wigeon 32 foraging  
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8 30/01/2025 3 Buzzard 1 resting Adult buzzard sitting on telegraph pole, flew in from moor along the road from 

Arnol direction 
8 30/01/2025 Outwith Buzzard 1 resting sitting on machair 

8 30/01/2025 Outwith Common gull 20 resting 20 common gulls resting on rocks 

8 30/01/2025 3 Goldeneye 2 foraging female golden eye, foraging and diving beside male 

8 30/01/2025 3 Greylag goose 20 foraging 20 greylags flew from neighbouring croft to resettle 

8 30/01/2025 3 Goldeneye 1 foraging Male golden eye in loch, swimming, diving, foraging. 

8 30/01/2025 Outwith Golden plover 70 foraging flock of 70 golden plover foraging 

8 30/01/2025 Outwith Mallard duck 1 on water 1 male mallard 

8 30/01/2025 Outwith Mallard duck 3 resting 2 male,1 female mallard ducks on rocks, pruning 

8 30/01/2025 Outwith Mallard duck 2 resting pair of mallard ducks, preening on tiny causeway of rocks 

8 30/01/2025 Outwith Mallard duck 2 resting pair mallard duck preening on rocks 

8 30/01/2025 3 Teal duck 3 on water 2 male teal and 1 female just flew in from the east, swimming in loch 

8 30/01/2025 Outwith Teal duck 1 on water one male, one female teal swimming in loch 

8 30/01/2025 Outwith Teal duck 4 on water 4 teal ducks 

8 30/01/2025 3 White-tailed eagle 1 flying White tail eagle, adult, flew from moor on right as you come down track, 

across small loch, disappeared over hill towards coast 

8 30/01/2025 Outwith Wigeon 5 on water 5 wigeon swimming 

8 30/01/2025 Outwith Wigeon 4 on water 4 wigeon swimming 

8 30/01/2025 Outwith Wigeon 5 on water 3 males, 2 female wigeon swimming 

8 30/01/2025 2b Buzzard 1 resting buzzard sitting on a rock scanning the area 

8 30/01/2025 Outwith Curlew 1 flying single curlew calling in flight 

8 30/01/2025 2b Curlew 27 foraging flock 27 curlew foraging 

8 30/01/2025 2b Curlew 64 foraging large flock of approx 64 curlew foraging 

8 30/01/2025 2b Curlew 2 foraging 2 curlew flew up from machair as I was approaching area 

8 30/01/2025 2b Curlew 1 flying single curlew flying south to north 

8 30/01/2025 2b Greylag goose 2 foraging pair of greylags goose in amongst cattle 

8 30/01/2025 2b Golden plover 120 foraging flock of 120 golden plover 

8 30/01/2025 2b Golden plover 35 foraging 35 golden plover foraging 

8 30/01/2025 2b Lapwing 24 foraging flock of approx 24 spread over the crofts 





        
 

31 
 

9 04/02/2025 2b White-tailed eagle 1 flying Adult WTE flying from inland to west coast 

9 04/02/2025 Outwith Wigeon 5 flying 5 wigeon flew west across loch when I stopped the car to look at them. 

9 04/02/2025 Outwith Teal duck 12 foraging 12 teal feeding in water 

9 04/02/2025 Outwith Mallard duck 6 foraging 6 mallards or 3 pairs feeding alongside the other ducks 

9 04/02/2025 Outwith Curlew 10 foraging 10 curlew feeding on Machair 

9 04/02/2025 Outwith White-tailed eagle 1 foraging Juv white tailed eagle. Tail not completely white, seemed to be hunting over 

loch, not flying too fast. 
9 04/02/2025 Outwith Herring gull 80 resting Flock of about 80 young herring gulls 

9 04/02/2025 Outwith Golden eagle 1 resting Sitting on post 

9 04/02/2025 Outwith Lesser black-back gull 12 resting In mixed flock of GBB as well 

9 04/02/2025 Outwith Great black-backed gull 13 resting Approx 13 birds amongst flock of 12 LB 

9 04/02/2025 Outwith Goosander 2 on water Pair of common mergansers swimming and preening in loch 

9 04/02/2025 Outwith Golden eagle 1 resting Eagle perched on ground looking out to sea 

9 04/02/2025 3 Goldeneye 1 foraging Lone male golden eye, very busy foraging in loch, diving ++ 

10 20/02/2025 Outwith Curlew 5 resting 5 curlew flew in, preening and washing in the water 

10 20/02/2025 3 Greylag goose 11 foraging 11 greylag geese foraging 

10 20/02/2025 Outwith Greylag goose 17 foraging 17 greylag geese feeding on machair 

10 20/02/2025 3 Goldeneye 1 foraging Male Goldeneye diving in loch 

10 20/02/2025 Outwith Herring gull 21 resting flock of 21 herring gull, resting 

10 20/02/2025 3 Mallard duck 2 on water pair of mallard ducks male and female 

10 20/02/2025 Outwith Mallard duck 1 foraging single male mallard feeding 

10 20/02/2025 Outwith Oystercatcher 1 resting Single oystercatcher in the shallows resting 

10 20/02/2025 Outwith Oystercatcher 3 foraging 3 oystercatchers feeding on land 

10 20/02/2025 2b Buzzard 1 foraging buzzard actively hunting over surveyor 

10 20/02/2025 2b Common gull 120 resting mixed flock of 120 gulls with starlings also 

10 20/02/2025 2b Curlew 1 resting lone curlew flew off from rocks on coast, heading south 

10 20/02/2025 2b Curlew 5 resting 5 curlew feeding on ground 

10 20/02/2025 2b Curlew 1 resting lone curlew on rocks 

10 20/02/2025 2b Dunlin 35 flying Flock of 35 dunlin flew south over car 
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10 20/02/2025 2b Greylag goose 70 flying Flock of approx 70 greylags took off when I stopped car, flew to north end of 

croft 
10 20/02/2025 2b Greylag goose 8 flying Flock of 8 greylag, also flew north when I stopped car 

10 20/02/2025 2b Greylag goose 45 flying flock of 45 greylag flew off north 

10 20/02/2025 Outwith Greylag goose 18 foraging 18 greylag, 4 with the same white marks as before 

10 20/02/2025 Outwith Greylag goose 15 resting 15 greylag on croft resting 

10 20/02/2025 Outwith Greylag goose 5 resting 5 greylags resting 

10 20/02/2025 2b Greylag goose 4 flying 4 greylag geese took off when car approached, flew north 

10 20/02/2025 2b Greylag goose 5 flying 5 greylags geese, took off once car stopped 

10 20/02/2025 2b Herring gull 120 foraging mixed flock of 120 herring gulls and common gulls all feeding with starlings 

also 

10 20/02/2025 2b Lapwing 95 flying large flock of approx 95 lapwing swirling 

10 20/02/2025 2b Mallard duck 2 flying male and female mallard ducks flew up from ditch beside dyke wall 

10 20/02/2025 2b Oystercatcher 6 resting 6 oyster catchers on rocks 

10 20/02/2025 2b White-tailed eagle 2 resting 2 WE sitting on fence post 

10 20/02/2025 2b White-tailed eagle 1 flying WE flying north along coastline 

11 07/03/2025 2b Buzzard 1 flying Buzzard flew north from shed area 

11 07/03/2025 2b Common gull 19 resting 19 gulls on ground 

11 07/03/2025 2b Common gull 90 resting Flock of 90 common gulls with 6 great black-backed gulls in amongst them 

11 07/03/2025 2b Common gull 52 resting Flock of 52 common gulls 

11 07/03/2025 2b Curlew 12 foraging 12 curlew flew north and settled down to forage 

11 07/03/2025 2b Curlew 6 foraging 6 curlew foraging in the grass 

11 07/03/2025 2b Curlew 7 flying 7 curlew flew towards the coast 

11 07/03/2025 2b Golden eagle 1 flying Golden eagle circling over the crofts 

11 07/03/2025 2b Greylag goose 13 resting 13 geese on ground resting 

11 07/03/2025 2b Greylag goose 8 foraging 8 greylag geese on ground foraging 

11 07/03/2025 2b Greylag goose 10 foraging 10 greylag geese foraging in field 

11 07/03/2025 2b Greylag goose 2 foraging 2 geese in croft 

11 07/03/2025 2b Lapwing 5 displaying 5 lapwing displaying and calling 

11 07/03/2025 2b Lapwing 8 displaying 8 lapwing displaying and calling in croft just beside car 
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11 07/03/2025 2b Lapwing 3 flying 3 lapwing flew by, heading east 

11 07/03/2025 2b Oystercatcher 2 flying 2 OY flying along coast 

11 07/03/2025 2b Oystercatcher 26 foraging 26 Oyster foraging on ground 

11 07/03/2025 2b Oystercatcher 96 foraging Large flock of 96 oystercatchers on shoreline, some resting, some foraging in 

seaweed 
11 07/03/2025 2b Redshank 2 foraging 2 redshank amongst the oystercatchers 

11 07/03/2025 2b Teal duck 3 on water 2 male teal and 1 female 

11 07/03/2025 2b Tufted duck 2 on water A pair of tufted ducks in water, one male one female 

11 07/03/2025 2b Whooper swan 2 on water 2 whopper swans just flew in and landed on the loch 

11 07/03/2025 Outwith Common gull 7 resting 7 common gull sleeping on the shore 

11 07/03/2025 Outwith Greylag geese 16 foraging 16 greylag geese on the shore 

11 07/03/2025 3 Goldeneye 3 on water 2 males and 1 female golden eye ducks 

11 07/03/2025 Outwith Oystercatcher 7 foraging 7 oyster catchers foraging 

11 07/03/2025 Outwith Oystercatcher 18 foraging 18 oystercatchers foraging in croft beside road 

11 07/03/2025 Outwith Oystercatcher 102 foraging Flock of 102 oystercatchers foraging on machair 

12 25/03/2025 Outwith Greylag goose 6 resting 6 greylag geese by the water 

12 25/03/2025 Outwith Greylag goose 3 foraging 3 greylag geese feeding on grass 

12 25/03/2025 3 Goldeneye 2 foraging Male and female golden eye pair, feeding/diving in water 

12 25/03/2025 Outwith Mixed gulls 70 resting Mixed gull colony, herring gulls, common gulls, lesser black backed gulls, 

approx 70 

12 25/03/2025 Outwith Merlin 1 resting Female Merlin sitting on fence post by the road 

12 25/03/2025 Outwith Oystercatcher 6 foraging 6 oystercatchers feeding 

12 25/03/2025 Outwith Oystercatcher 28 foraging 28 OY foraging 

12 25/03/2025 3 Teal duck 2 on water Male and female teal pair in water swimming 

12 25/03/2025 Outwith Whooper swan 2 on water 2 whooper swans in loch swimming 

12 25/03/2025 Outwith Buzzard 1 resting Buzzard sitting on fence post 

12 25/03/2025 Outwith Common gull 50 resting Common gull colony 50 birds 

12 25/03/2025 2b Curlew 2 foraging 2 curlew foraging 

12 25/03/2025 2b Curlew 3 flying 3 curlew flew up and headed SW to coast 

12 25/03/2025 2b Curlew 2 foraging Pair of curlew flew up from shoreline, headed north 
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12 25/03/2025 2b Greylag goose 3 foraging 3 greylag flew up from Croft, heading south out of sight 

12 25/03/2025 2b Greylag goose 2 foraging 2 greylag geese in Croft walking around 

12 25/03/2025 2b Greylag goose 6 foraging 6 greylag geese. Appeared to be in pairs 

12 25/03/2025 Outwith Greylag goose 5 foraging 5 greylags foraging 

12 25/03/2025 2b Greylag goose 9 foraging 9 greylag geese foraging 

12 25/03/2025 2b Mixed gulls 116 resting Mixed flock of 116 gulls, adults and juveniles 

12 25/03/2025 2b Mixed gulls 80 resting Flock 80 mixed gulls 

12 25/03/2025 2b Lapwing 4 displaying 2 pairs lapwing, displaying, 2 on ground, showing signs of territorial behaviour 

12 25/03/2025 2b Lapwing 4 displaying 4 lapwing, displaying, 2 on ground 

12 25/03/2025 2b Mallard duck 3 on water 3 male mallard ducks swimming in the loch 

12 25/03/2025 2b Oystercatcher 2 foraging 2 OY foraging 

12 25/03/2025 2b Oystercatcher 9 roosting 9 Oyster catchers roosting 

12 25/03/2025 2b Oystercatcher 4 foraging 4 oystercatchers foraging 

12 25/03/2025 2b Oystercatcher 2 foraging 2 oystercatchers on ground foraging 

12 25/03/2025 2b Oystercatcher 2 foraging 2 Oystercatchers foraging 

12 25/03/2025 2b Oystercatcher 33 foraging 33 OY foraging 

12 25/03/2025 2b Oystercatcher 16 foraging 16 oystercatchers foraging 

12 25/03/2025 2b Oystercatcher  foraging Oystercatchers foraging 

12 25/03/2025 2b Oystercatcher 7 foraging 7 oystercatchers foraging 

12 25/03/2025 2b Oystercatcher 4 flying 2 pairs of OY peeping and flying south along coast 

12 25/03/2025 2b Oystercatcher 6 flying Flock of 6 oystercatchers flew over me, heading inland 

12 25/03/2025 2b Oystercatcher 3 foraging 2 oystercatchers in a pair foraging, one by itself foraging 

12 25/03/2025 2b Oystercatcher 5 foraging 5 oystercatchers foraging 

12 25/03/2025 2b Redshank 2 flying 2 redshank flew over car, heading south 

12 25/03/2025 2b Redshank 2 foraging 2 redshank foraging 

12 25/03/2025 2b Redshank 2 flying Pair of redshank flew up from shore line, flew north down coast, on my way 

back they started to call, territorial? 
12 25/03/2025 2b Shelduck 4 foraging 4 shelducks foraging at coast, 2 pairs. 

12 25/03/2025 Outwith White tailed 2 flying 2 white tailed eagles soaring in sky 

12 25/03/2025 2b Wigeon 42 flying 42 wigeon took off from shore south 
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            Figure 1 �² Ornithology Technical Report Year 2 �² Survey area and designated sites 
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          Figure 2 �² Ornithology Technical Report Year 2 - Landfall Survey Areas 
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Figure 4 - Ornithology Technical Report Year 2 - Raptor Survey Area 
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Figure 5 - Ornithology Technical Report Year 2 �² Wintering bird survey area and route 
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Figure 6 - Ornithology Technical Report Year 2 �² Grid substation notional centres of wader and seabird breeding territories in 2024 
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Figure 7 - Ornithology Technical Report Year 2 �² Landfall 2b notional centres of wader and seabird breeding territories in 2024 
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Figure 8 - Ornithology Technical Report Year 2 �² Grid substation notional centres of waterfowl, passerine and raptor breeding territories in 2024 
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Figure 9 - Ornithology Technical Report Year 2 �² Landfall 2b notional centres of wader and seabird breeding territories in 2024 
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Figure 10 - Ornithology Technical Report Year 2 �² Landfall 2b incidental bird records during breeding season surveys  
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Figure 11 - Ornithology Technical Report Year 2 �² Grid substation incidental bird records during breeding season surveys  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




























