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1.1.1.1  Spiorad na Mara Limited, hereafter referred to as the ‘Applicant’, is proposing the development of
the Spiorad na Mara Offshore Wind Farm (OWF), (the 'Project’). The Project comprises both the
onshore and offshore components required to generate and transmit renewable electricity from
the OWF to the Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks (SSEN) Alternating Current (AC)
Substation and High-Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) Converter Station (referred to as the SSEN
Lewis Hub), which is to be built on the Isle of Lewis / Eilean Leodhais.

1.1.1.2 The onshore components of the Project (the ‘Onshore Project’) are located on the Isle of Lewis
/ Eilean Leodhais in the Western Isles / Na h-Eileanan Siar, Scotland / Alba. The offshore
components of the Project (the 'Offshore Project’) are located off the northwest coast of the Isle of
Lewis / Eilean Leodhais in the Western Isles / Na h-Eileanan Siar, Scotland / Alba.

1.1.1.3 The SSEN Lewis Hub itself is not part of this application and is to be built as part of the separate
upgraded Western Isles HVDC Link between the Isle of Lewis and mainland Scotland. The boundary
for the Project and proposed location for the SSEN Lewis Hub is shown in Figure 1.1 Project
Location, Volume 3.

1.1.1.4 This Appendix of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) presents rationale for the
scope of the assessment of the proposed Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works (OTW)
(hereafter referred to as the Onshore Project) with respect to Onshore Ecology and Ornithology.
This Appendix accompanies Chapter 10: Onshore Ecology and Ornithology, Volume 2 of the
EIAR.

1.1.1.5 This appendix should be read in conjunction with the project description provided in Chapter 3:
Project Description, Volume 2 and the relevant parts of the following chapters and appendices:

e Chapter 13: Peat, Geology, Soils and Contaminated Land, Volume 2;
e Chapter 14: Hydrology and Hydrogeology, Volume 2.

1.1.1.6  The Onshore Project consists of the onshore components of the Project landward of Mean Low
Water Spring (MLWS) and is referred to as the ‘Onshore Project’ throughout this EIAR (also referred
to as the OTW). The Offshore Project, comprising of the offshore components of the Project
seaward of Mean High Water Spring (MHWS) is referred to as the 'Offshore Project’ and is assessed
within a separate Offshore EIAR.

1.1.1.7 A full description of the Project is provided in Chapter 3, Volume 2. The boundary for the Onshore
Project is shown in Figure 1.2: Onshore Project Location, Volume 3.
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1.2.1.1 This appendix provides the rationale for the scope of the assessment presented in Chapter 10,

Volume 2:

It describes and justifies the level of importance assigned to the ecological features identified
during the data gathering exercise carried out to inform this assessment;

It provides rationale as to whether those ecological features require further assessment as they
have either sufficient legal protection for a breach in legislation to occur or are of sufficient
importance that a significant effect may occur as a result of the Onshore Project;

The justification provided for the decision to screen in or out each ecological feature is based
on information on its status both with regard to the Onshore Project, and the local, county,
regional, national or international context, where available.

1.2.1.2 The screening rationale is supported by the following appendices. All ecological figures are

included within an annex of the relevant Appendix:

Chapter 10, Volume 2:

e Figure 10.1: Ecological Study Area, Volume 3
e Figure 10.2: Designated Sites and Salmon Rivers, Volume 3

Appendix A10.1: Ecological Desk Study, Volume 4;

e Annex 10.1.1 Statutory Designated sites within 20 km of OTW Boundary, Volume 4;

e Annex 10.1.2 Statutory Designated sites within 5 km of the OTW Boundary, Volume
4;

e Annex 10.1.3 Records of Protected and Notable Species within 2 km of the OTW
Boundary, Volume 4.

Appendix A10.2: Habitats and Vegetation Survey Report, Volume 4;

e Annex 10.2.1 NVC Survey Area, Volume 4;

e Annex 10.2.2 Peatland classification, Volume 4;

¢ Annex 10.2.3 NVC communities, Volume 4;

¢ Annex 10.2.4 Peatland Condition Assessment, Volume 4;
¢ Annex 10.2.5 Potential GWDTEs, Volume 4;

e Annex 10.2.6 Target Notes, Volume 4.

Appendix A10.3: Ornithology Technical Report — Year 1 Breeding and Wintering Bird
Surveys, Volume 4;

e Figures1-34

Appendix A10.4: Ornithology Technical Report - Year 2 Breeding and Wintering Bird
Surveys, Volume 4;
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e Figures1-17
e Appendix A10.5: Onshore Aquatic Habitat Survey, Volume 4;

e Annex 10.5.1 Project Location Plan, Volume 4;
e Annex 10.5.2 Survey Sites Map, Volume 4.

e Appendix 10.C1: Otter Survey Report Confidential, Volume 5
e Figures 1-11.

e Supporting Document 6.4: Outline Biodiversity Restoration and Enhancement Plan,
Volume 6
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2.1.1.1

2.1.1.2

2.1.1.3

Further to the production of the scoping report (Spiorad na Mara, 2023) and the Scoping Opinion
(Marine Directorate, 2024) issued by Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team (MD-LOT) in
May 2024, the scope of the assessment has been established through a screening process, which has
been informed by an ecological desk study, a suite of ecological baseline surveys, stakeholder
consultation and professional judgment taking account of the specific components of the Onshore
Project, the spatial extent of changes of the Onshore Project and the likely connectivity between the
OTW and identified ecological features.

The Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM) Guidelines for Ecological
Impact Assessment (EclA) state: "For the purpose of EclA, 'significant effect' is an effect that either
supports or undermines biodiversity conservation objectives for 'important ecological features' or for
biodiversity in general". Therefore, the assessment process does not require consideration of effects
on ecological features deemed to be below a predefined nature conservation importance threshold
and focuses on Important Ecological Features (IEF) - which are those that occur within the Project’s
ecological Zone of Influence (ZOI) and have been evaluated to be of local or greater importance on
a predefined geographical scale. The ZOI can vary for different ecological features, as different
species and habitats have varying sensitivities and ranges. For example, the ZOlI for otter might be a
30 m radius around a resting site, while the ZOlI for a red-throated diver might be 750 m radius from
its nest site based on available scientific literature.

The ecology and nature conservation value of anticipated ecological and ornithological features,
which have been found to use the Onshore Transmission Works Boundary (OTWB) and surrounding
area; or where there may be suitable habitat; and that are within the OTWB's ZOI has been evaluated,
as set out in Table 2-1. The follow-on assessment presented in Chapter 10, Volume 2 will focus
specifically on IEFs (features within the OTWB's ZOI and of local-level importance or greater), which
have been scoped in and are noted in the final column.
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Table 2-1 Scoping Rationale for Assessment of Important Ecological and Ornithological Features

Ecological/ Importance - | Importance - | Within Justification Scoped Out

Ornithological Feature | Legislation Project Potential of

and Policy ZOlI of Assessment
OTWB (Y/N)

Designations and Qualifying Features

Lewis Peatlands International | International | No A small section of Lewis Peatlands SAC lies within the OTWB, east of | Y

Special Area of the A857 along the Onshore Cable Corridor (OCC) (at the Feadan

Conservation (SAC): Dubh/Cliastul watercourse crossings). At this location and the wider

Oligotrophic to immediate survey area, none of the following qualifying features

mesotrophic standing were recorded, including: ‘Natural dystrophic lakes and ponds’,

waters with ‘Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix' and ‘Depressions

vegetation of the on peat substrates of the Rhynchosporion’. The presence of SAC

Littorelletea uniflorae Blanket bog, which comprises M17b Trichophorum germanicum —

and/or of the Isoéto- Eriophorum vaginatum blanket mire Cladonia sub-community, with

anojuncetea prominent historic peat cuttings, will be avoided due to the

Lewis Peatlands SAC: | International | Negligible No implementation of trenchless crossing methodology, which has Y

Natural dystrophic been identified as an embedded measure to avoid impact to the

lakes and ponds SAC. All habitat/vegetation qualifying features of Lewis Peatland

Lewis Peatlands International | Local No SAC will be avoided. There are therefore considered to be no Y

SAC/Ramsar: hydrological effect pathways to SAC habitat features, which have

Blanket Bogs been scoped out of further assessment.

Lewis Peatlands SAC: | International | Negligible No Y

Northern Atlantic wet

heaths with Erica

tetralix

Lewis Peatlands SAC: | International | Negligible No Y
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Ecological/ Importance - | Importance - | Within Justification Scoped Out

Ornithological Feature | Legislation Project Potential of
and Policy ZOlI of Assessment
OTWB (Y/N)
Depressions on peat
substrates of the
Rhynchosporion
Lewis Peatlands SAC: | International | Local Yes Otter as well as being a designated feature of the Lewis Peatlands N
Otter (Lutra lutra) SAC is a European Protected Species (EPS) and a Scottish
Biodiversity List (SBL) Priority species. The OTWB is outwith all areas
specifically designated for otter populations; however, the Onshore
Transmission Works (OTW) footprint is within the home range (up
to 32 km) of otters from this designated site and therefore
construction activity may give rise to the disturbance of otters and
impacts to their prey species — either from the placement of
infrastructure or due to indirect effects such as noise. Otter resting
sites and signs were recorded within the OTWB, along the majority
of watercourses. 11 active resting sites were recorded within the
OTWB. A further 6 potential resting sites were recorded within the
OTWB. Further details are provided in Appendix C1, Volume 5. All
recorded active or potential non-breeding holts were recorded
outside a potential ZOI of proposed working areas, however, a EPS
Licence would be required should proposed works occur within a
threshold of this ZOI (i.e. within 30 m of a resting site). Otter (as a
qualifying interest feature of Lewis Peatlands SAC) is therefore
scoped in for further assessment.
Inner Hebrides and International | Negligible No The Inner Hebrides and the Minches SAC has been designated to Y
the Minches SAC: protect harbour porpoise on the west coast of Scotland. It is
Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works EIA Appendix A10.6: Screening of Ecological Features Rationale, Volume 4 Page 2-3
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Ecological/
Ornithological Feature

Importance -
Legislation
and Policy

Importance -
Project

Within
Potential
ZOl of
OTWB

Justification

Scoped Out
of
Assessment
(Y/N)

Harbour porpoise
(Phocoena Phocoena)

situated approximately 1.9 km to the East of the OTWB. Given the
lack of connectivity between the onshore related Project and the
SAC, this feature is scoped out of further assessment.

Lewis Peatlands
Special Protection
Area (SPA) /Ramsar:
Black-throated diver
(Gavia Arctica)

International

International

Yes

Black-throated diver is a qualifying feature of the Lewis Peatlands
SPA and Ramsar sites, is listed on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and the SBL. This species is
Amber listed in Birds of Conservation Concern 5 (BoCC) (Stanbury et
al. 2021). The Lewis Peatlands SPA citation (December 2000) is for
13 pairs, approx. 6% of the estimated UK breeding population,
estimated to be 215 breeding pairs in 2006 (Woodward et al. 2020)
with whilst Natural Heritage Zone 3 (NHZ3), comprising the
Western Isles/Na h-Eileanan Siar, Coll and Tiree is estimated to
support 35 breeding pairs (Wilson et al, 2015). During the 2023
breeding season, 4 breeding pairs of black-throated diver were
found within the wider Survey Area and it is possible that some of
this activity may be associated with SPA qualifying birds (31% of the
SPA population assuming all four pairs are associated with the SPA).
Two breeding locations fall within a potential ZOI of the OTWB
based on the suggested disturbance distance of 750 m for this
species (Goodship and Furness, 2022). During the 2024 breeding
season 1 breeding pair was found within a potential ZOI of the
OTWB at the Grid Substation Area. Further details are provided in
Appendix A10.3, Volume 4 and Appendix A10.4, Volume 4. The
Survey Area is considered to be of international importance for the
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Ecological/
Ornithological Feature

Importance -
Legislation
and Policy

Importance -
Project

Within
Potential
ZOl of
OTWB

Justification

Scoped Out
of
Assessment
(Y/N)

SPA population. Black throated diver (as a qualifying interest feature
of Lewis Peatlands SPA/Ramsar) is therefore scoped in for further
assessment.

Lewis Peatlands
SPA/Ramsar:
Dunlin (Calidris
alpina)

International

Local

Yes

Dunlin is a qualifying feature of the Lewis Peatlands SPA and
Ramsar sites, is listed on the SBL, and is a Red listed BoCC. The
Lewis Peatlands SPA citation (December 2000) is for 3,400 pairs,
approx. 36% of the estimated UK breeding population (Woodward
et al., 2020) with NHZ3 thought to support 5,996 breeding pairs
(Wilson et al,, 2015). During the 2023 breeding season, 65 dunlin
territories were recorded within the Survey Area (approx. 1.9% of
the SPA population assuming all pairs are associated with the SPA).
13 territories were recorded within a potential ZOI of the OTWB
based on the suggested disturbance distance of 200 m for this
species (Goodship and Furness, 2022). During the 2024 breeding
season 3 dunlin territories were recorded within the OTWB within
the Landfall Area. Further details are provided in Appendix A10.3,
Volume 4 and Appendix A10.4, Volume 4. Dunlin (as a qualifying
interest feature of Lewis Peatlands SPA/Ramsar) is therefore scoped
in for further assessment.

Lewis Peatlands
SPA/Ramsar:
Golden plover
(Pluvialis apricaria)

International

Local

Yes

Golden plover is a qualifying feature of the Lewis Peatlands SPA and
Ramsar sites, is listed on the SBL, and is green listed BoCC. The
Lewis Peatlands SPA citation (December 2000) is for 1,800 pairs,
approx. 4% of the estimated UK breeding population (Woodward et
al., 2020) with NHZ3 thought to support 4,194 breeding pairs
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Ecological/
Ornithological Feature

Importance -
Legislation
and Policy

Importance -
Project

Within
Potential
ZOl of
OTWB

Justification

Scoped Out
of
Assessment
(Y/N)

(Wilson et al,, 2015). During the 2023 breeding season, 69 golden
plover territories were recorded within the Survey Area
(approximately 3.8% of the SPA population assuming all territories
are associated with the SPA). 9 territories were recorded within a
potential ZOI of the OTWB based on the suggested disturbance
distance of 200 m for this species (Goodship and Furness, 2022).
During the 2024 breeding season, an incidental record of 3 golden
plover was included but no breeding territories were recorded.
Further details are provided in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4 and
Appendix A10.4, Volume 4. Golden plover (as a qualifying interest
feature of Lewis Peatlands SPA/Ramsar) is therefore scoped in for
further assessment.

Lewis Peatlands
SPA/Ramsar:
Greenshank (Tringa
nebularia)

International

Local

Yes

Greenshank is a qualifying feature of the Lewis Peatlands SPA and
Ramsar sites, is listed on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside
Act 1981 (as amended), and is an Amber listed BoCC5. The Lewis
Peatlands SPA citation (December 2000) is for 140 pairs, approx. 13
% of the estimated UK breeding population (Woodward et al., 2020)
with NHZ3 thought to support 256 breeding pairs (Wilson et al.,
2015). During the 2023 breeding season, 6 greenshank territories
were recorded within the wider Survey Area, approximately 4.2% of
the Lewis Peatlands SPA population. 2 territories were recorded
within a potential ZOl of the OTWB based on the suggested
disturbance distance of 500 m for this species (Goodship and
Furness, 2022). During the 2024 breeding season, 1 greenshank
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(Y/N)

territory was recorded within a potential ZOI of the OTWB in the
Grid Substation Survey Area. Further details are provided in
Appendix A10.3, Volume 4 and Appendix A10.4, Volume 4.
Greenshank (as a qualifying interest feature of Lewis Peatlands
SPA/Ramsar) is therefore scoped in for further assessment.

Lewis Peatlands
SPA/Ramsar:

Red-throated diver

(Gavia Stellata)

International

International

Yes

Red-throated diver is a qualifying feature of the Lewis Peatlands
SPA and Ramsar sites, is listed on the SBL, and is a Green listed
BoCC. The Lewis Peatlands SPA citation is for 80 pairs, approx. 6% of
the estimated UK breeding population (Woodward et al., 2020) with
NHZ3 thought to support 317 breeding pairs (Wilson et al., 2015).
During the 2023 breeding season, 14 red-throated diver territories
were found within the wider Survey Area (17.5 % of the SPA
population assuming all breeding pairs are associated with the
SPA). Seven of these breeding locations fall within a potential ZOI of
the OTWB based on the suggested disturbance distance of 750 m
for this species (Goodship and Furness, 2022). During the 2024
breeding season, 3 red-throated diver territories were recorded
within potential ZOI of the OTWB at the Grid Substation Survey
Area. Further details are provided in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4
and Appendix A10.4, Volume 4. The Survey Area is considered to
be of international importance for the SPA population. Red throated
diver (as a qualifying interest feature of Lewis Peatlands
SPA/Ramsar) is therefore scoped in for further assessment.
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of
Assessment
(Y/N)

chrysaetos)

Lewis Peatlands SPA:
Golden eagle (Aquila

International

Negligible

No

Golden eagle is a qualifying feature of the Lewis Peatlands SPA, is
listed on Annex | of the Birds Directive, Schedule 1, 1A and A1 of
the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), and the SBL,
and is a Green listed in BoCC. The Lewis Peatlands SPA citation
(December 2000) is for 5 pairs, approx. 1% of the estimated UK
breeding population (Woodward et al, 2020) with NHZ3 thought to
support 81 breeding territories (Wilson et al,, 2015). During the
2023 breeding surveys, 3 pairs of golden eagle that hold breeding
territories within 6 km of the OTWB were recorded. Territories for 2
of these pairs fall within the SPA, representing 40% of the SPA
population. However, no nest sites fall within a ZOI of the OTWB
based on the suggested disturbance distance of 1 km for this
species (Goodship and Furness, 2022). During the 2024 breeding
season golden eagle were regularly observed in overflying the
Landfall Survey Area, but no breeding territories were recorded.
Further details are provided in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4 and
Appendix A10.4, Volume 4. Golden eagle (as a qualifying interest
feature of Lewis Peatlands SPA) is therefore scoped out of further
assessment.

Y

Merlin (Falco
Columbarius)

Lewis Peatlands SPA:

International

Negligible

No

Merlin is a qualifying feature of the Lewis Peatlands SPA, is listed on
Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended),
the SBL, and is a Red listed in BoCC. The Lewis Peatlands SPA
citation (December 2000) is for 20 pairs, approx. 3% of the
estimated Scottish breeding population (Ewing et al., 2011) with
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Project
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of
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(Y/N)

NHZ3 thought to support 53 breeding pairs (Wilson et al., 2015).
During the 2023 breeding season, 5 merlin territories were found
within the Survey Area (as defined in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4)
(25% of the SPA population assuming all pairs are associated with
the SPA). However, no breeding locations fall within a ZOI of the
OTWSB based on the suggested disturbance distance of 500 m for
this species (Goodship and Furness, 2022). During the 2024
breeding season 1 merlin territory was recorded within the wider
survey area but outside a potential ZOI of the OTWB. Further details
are provided in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4 and Appendix A10.4,
Volume 4. Merlin (as a qualifying interest feature of Lewis Peatlands
SPA) is therefore scoped out of further assessment.

Ness and Barvas,
Lewis SPA:
Corncrake (Crex crex)

International

International

Yes

The northwest of Lewis is one of the UK's strongholds for breeding
corncrake. The Ness and Barvas SPA citation is for 18 individuals,
approx. 1.6% of the estimated UK breeding population (approx.
1,100) (Woodward et al,, 2020). Breeding corncrake is also listed on
Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)
and the SBL and is Red listed BoCC due to a historical decline in the
breeding population. In 2022, the UK population estimate was 891
with a maximum of 852 breeding pairs (Eaton et al, 2024). During
the 2023 breeding season 9 breeding territories were recorded
within the Landfall Area at Barvas/Barabhas, within the OTWB. A
further 4 territories fall within a potential ZOIl of the OTW footprint
based on the suggested disturbance distance of 200 m for this
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Ecological/ Importance - | Importance - | Within Justification Scoped Out

Ornithological Feature | Legislation Project Potential of
and Policy ZOlI of Assessment
OoTWB (Y/N)
species (Goodship and Furness, 2022). During the 2024 breeding
season 26 territories were within the OTWB within the Landfall
Survey Area and a further 4 within a 200 m ZOI. Further details are
provided in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4 and Appendix A10.4,
Volume 4. Corncrake (as a qualifying interest feature of Ness and
Barvas, Lewis SPA) is therefore scoped in for further assessment.
Achmore Bog Site of | National Negligible No Achmore Bog SSSI is notified for its blanket bog communities, is Y
Special Scientific located approx. 5.7 km to the southwest of the OTWB and will not
Interest (SSSI): be subject to any impact pathways resulting from the Project.
Blanket bog Achmore Bog SSSI is therefore scoped out of further assessment.
Tong Saltings SSSI: National Negligible No Tong Saltings SSSI is notified for its breeding bird assemblage, Y
Breeding bird mudflats, saltmarsh and sand dune communities, is located
assemblage, Mudflats, approximately 890 m to the southeast of the OTWB and will not be
Saltmarsh and subject to any impact pathways resulting from the Project. Tong
Sand dunes Saltings SSSI is therefore scoped out of further assessment.
Habitats
Blanket bog National Local/ Yes Blanket bog is a restricted and declining habitat in the UK and N
communities Regional Europe. Blanket bog is a SBL Priority habitat and includes habitats/
(M17/M19/M25/M1 vegetation communities listed on Annex | to the EC Habitats
/M3) Directive. Blanket bog communities are the most abundant habitat
within the OTWB. These include potential priority peatland
communities such as M17, M19, M25, M1 and M3, where impacts
have the potential to raise issues of national interest. Priority
peatland is peatland that shows evidence of being undisturbed and
Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works EIA Appendix A10.6: Screening of Ecological Features Rationale, Volume 4 Page 2-10
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actively forming peat. Small pockets of peatland have been
assessed as being of high sensitivity ‘near natural bog’, particularly
where the M17a sub-community forms a mosaic with pool systems
or wet hollows, which are undisturbed and actively peat forming.
However, the greatest extent of the peatland within the Project
comprises modified or drained existing and historical peat cuttings
and areas of planted coniferous woodland, which have had
detrimental impacts upon the condition of blanket mire plant
communities within these areas. Using the 'Peatland Condition
Assessment (PCA) support tool', the blanket bog within the OTWB
was considered mostly to be of intermediate condition, with areas
of 'bad quality' where the erosion or peat cuttings are most
pronounced, and small areas of 'good quality’ where there is a
higher water table and sphagnum carpets, surface water pools, and
hummocks. Further details are provided in Appendix A10.2,
Volume 4. On this basis, given the widespread nature of this
habitat and the modified nature across much of the OTWB, the
OTWSB has been evaluated as being of local importance for blanket
bog (elevated to regional level for M17a communities). Land take
and land use during construction may lead to the loss, disturbance
or modification of this habitat. Blanket bog has therefore been
scoped in for further assessment.
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Dry heath
communities
(H10/H12)

National

Local

Yes

Dry heath is an SBL Priority habitat and includes habitats/vegetation
communities listed on Annex | to the EC Habitats Directive. Dry
heath is always dominated by heather and very localised but not
extensive within the OTWB. Further details are provided in
Appendix A10.2, Volume 4. This habitat type was recorded in
small pockets across the OTWB and falls within a single proposed
working area. The OTWB is assessed as being of negligible
importance for dry heath. Given the limited extent of this habitat
within the OTWAB, it has been scoped out of further assessment.

Y

Acid flush

communities (M6)

National

Local

Yes

Acid flush is an SBL Priority habitat (Upland Flushes, Fens and
Swamps). Acid flushes are frequent within the OTWB along linear
soakaways, drains and the sides of watercourses, often in
fragmentary small amounts. These habitats are common
throughout Scotland, although usually of low diversity and
composed of a few very common species. Further details are
provided in Appendix A10.2, Volume 4. Land within the OTWB is
assessed as being of local importance for acid flush habitats. Whilst
it contains Groundwater Dependant Terrestrial Ecosystems (GWDTE)
National Vegetation Classification (NVC) communities (M6 mires),
which may be sensitive to damage during construction works within
a 250 m ZOl, anticipated temporary changes to the local hydrology
regime with some potential change in the composition of
vegetation would not have a significant effect on the conservation
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status of these communities. Given the likely negligible effects on
this habitat, it has been scoped out of further assessment.

Basic flush

communities (M10)

National

Local

Yes

Basic flush is a SBL Priority habitat (Upland Flushes, Fens and
Swamps) and overlaps with the Annex 1 habitat calcium-rich
springwater-fed fens. Several basic flushes (NVC community M10a)
were recorded during NVC surveys within the vicinity of the Landfall
Area at Barvas/Barabhas. NVC communities (M10) are classified as
potentially highly groundwater dependent, which may be sensitive
to damage during construction works within a 250 m ZOlI. Further
details are provided in Appendix A10.2, Volume 4. The OTWB is
assessed as being of local importance for this feature and due to its
potential groundwater dependency, this feature has been scoped in
for further assessment.

Machair/dune
grassland
communities
(SD7/SD8/SD17/
MxBD)

National

Regional

Yes

Machair habitat is extremely rare, occurring over a total global area
of approximately 19,000 ha. 70% of this is in western Scotland/Alba
(primarily on Barra/Bharraigh, Coll and Tiree/Colla agus Tiriodh,
Oronsay/Orasaigh, Colonsay/Colbhasa, Islay/ile and Lewis/ Eilean
Leodhais) and the remainder is in western Ireland. As such, machair
is now internationally recognised as being of great conservation
importance. Sand dune system habitats are Annex | habitats (listed
in the Habitats Directive) and machair is a priority habitat within the
SBL and UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP). The Landfall Area at
Barvas/Barabhas within the OTWB is classed as a mixture of NVC
types or primarily SD8 Festuca rubra — Galium verum calcareous
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fixed dune grassland (SD8) and SD7 Ammophila arenaria — Festuca
rubra semi-fixed dune (SD7). There is some overlap with the
habitats of these features. SD8 and SD7 broadly form part of the
dune grassland and SD8 primarily forms part of the machair.
Further details are provided in Appendix A10.2, Volume 4. Habitat
loss and disturbance of sand dune grassland and machair
communities is likely at the Landfall Area at Barvas / Barabhas or
Barbhas. Machair/sand dune communities have therefore been
scoped in for further assessment.

Marshy grassland/
rush pasture
communities
(MG10/M23)

Local

Local

Yes

Certain types of marshy grassland are SBL Priority habitat (Purple
moor grass and rush pasture), MG10/M23 is a rush pasture
common throughout Scotland/Alba on circum-neutral damp
ground, with variable in species diversity and botanical value, which
can look like acid flush but is more neutral and lacks the Sphagnum
carpet. MG10/M23 can be rich but all occurrences in the OTWB
consist of a few very common species. Further details are provided
in Appendix A10.2, Volume 4. NVC communities MG10 / M23 are
classified as potentially groundwater dependant, depending on the
hydrogeological setting, and may therefore be sensitive to damage
during construction works within a 250 m ZOI. However, based on
the assessment provided in Chapter 14, Volume 2, no marshy
grassland communities within the OTWB were identified as actually
being groundwater dependent. Any potential temporary changes to
the local hydrology regime may cause some change in the
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composition of vegetation but this would not have a significant
effect on the conservation status of these communities. Given the
likely negligible effects on this habitat, it has been scoped out of
further assessment.

Acid grassland
communities

Local

Local

Yes

Semi-improved acid grassland is of limited conservation interest,
due to its limited extent within the OTWB and relatively low species
diversity. It occurs where the effects of grazing have been more
intense and occurs in mosaics but also as small fragments along the
sides of watercourses. Land within the OTWB is assessed as being of
local importance for acid grassland. This habitat was not recorded
within the footprint of Landfall or Grid Substations, with only
limited presence within habitat mosaics along the OCC and is not
dependent on groundwater. Given the likely negligible effects on
this habitat, it has been scoped out of further assessment.

Neutral grassland
communities (MG6,
MG7 MG10 and
MG11)

Local

Local

Yes

Neutral grassland comprises primarily improved cattle and sheep
grazed pasture common in farmland/upland fringes throughout
Scotland/Alba and is composed of very common species, usually
regarded as of limited botanical value. Within the OTWB, these
agriculturally improved grasslands are present to the west of the
A857 road at Barvas/Barabhas and comprise areas of extensive rush
cover which provides value for corncrake (see above). Further
details are provided in Appendix A10.2, Volume 4. It is anticipated
that there will be some limited habitat loss both permanent and
temporary, with some potential change in the composition of
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vegetation, which would not have a significant effect on the
conservation status of this community. This feature has therefore
been scoped out of further assessment.

Swamp communities
(S9/M28)

Local

Local

No

Several discrete areas of emergent vegetation were recorded in
areas of open, standing water habitat. Given the limited areas of
these communities identified within a ZOIl of the OTW footprint,
potential effects on these communities have therefore been scoped
out of further assessment.

Planted coniferous
woodland

Local

Negligible

Yes

Planted broadleaf
woodland

Local

Negligible

No

Semi-natural
broadleaf woodland

National

Negligible

No

Woodland and tree cover within the OTWB is extremely limited;
with small coniferous plantations near Barvas/Barabhas, Druim
Roundagro and Cnoc Torravig; as well as shelter-belt planting at
Arnish Point/Airinis. An extensive area of broadleaved deciduous
woodland is situated within the grounds of Lews Castle near
Stornoway/Steornabhagh, which is over 1 km to the north of the
OTWB. Further details are provided in Appendix A10.2, Volume 4.
Planted coniferous woodland is of limited conservation interest and
similar to much of the forestry planted on peatland across the wider
area, tree growth is often stunted and not in particularly good
condition. Small sections of poor condition forestry on peatland fall
within the OTWB, however any limited removal of plantation
woodland would be readily replaced with low density riparian
planting, as detailed in the Outline Biodiversity Restoration and
Enhancement Plan (OBREP) (Supporting Document 6.4, Volume
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6). As such, these features have been scoped out of further
assessment.

Waterbodies (Rivers,
lochs/ lochans)

National

Council/
County are

Yes

Rivers and lochs that meet certain criteria are SBL habitats and
those within the OTWB also support otter and Atlantic salmon,
which are EPS. Further details are provided in Appendix A10.2,
Volume 4. The Land within the OTWB is assessed as being of
county importance for waterbodies (rivers and lochs). The OTW
avoids all waterbodies comprising lochs and lochans. There are 43
water course crossings, of which 12 will incorporate Horizontal
Direction Drilling to avoid impacts. The inclusion of good practice
protection measures will likely avoid significant impacts to these
features, and as such have been scoped out of further assessment.
Otter and Atlantic salmon are considered separately.

Birds

Hen harrier (Circus
cyaneus) (breeding)

National

National

Yes

Breeding hen harrier is listed on Annex | of the Birds Directive,
Schedule 1 and 1A of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as
amended), the SBL, and is a Red listed BoCC due to a historical
decline in the breeding population. The estimated UK population of
hen harrier was 545 breeding pairs (Woodward et al., 2020), with 48
in NHZ3 (Wilson et al.,, 2015), based on data collected during a
national survey in 2010. A more recent national survey was carried
out in 2023, with an estimated Scottish population of 529 territorial
pairs (77% of the UK population), an increase of 15% since the
previous survey's estimate of 460 pairs in 2016 (Kelly et al,, 2025).
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The 2016 data indicated that there were 43 territories in the
Western Isles, 4 of which were on the Isle of Lewis/Eilean Leodhais
(figures were not provided at the NHZ level). Hen harrier had never
nested on the Isle of Lewis/Eilean Leodhais before 2015, although
there is a thriving population on the Uists, further south on the
Outer Hebrides/Na h-Eileanan Siar. A breeding population of hen
harriers has colonised the Isle of Lewis/Eilean Leodhais since 2015
when the first nest was recorded in the Pentland Road area. In 2016,
the 10 km square containing this record was surveyed as part of the
2016 national hen harrier survey and 4 nests were located. No
dedicated harrier survey work was undertaken in this area in 2017
but 1 breeding record close to the 2015 nest location was received
by the Lewis and Harris Raptor Study Group (LHRSG). In 2018 and
2019, intensive surveys were undertaken in the area for the
proposed Stornoway Wind Farm (Wood, 2020). During the 2018-
2019 surveys, 5 breeding pairs were recorded within the Stornoway
Wind Farm site and surrounding 2 km buffer and in 2018 and at
least 7 (possibly 8) pairs in 2019. During subsequent annual
breeding, hen harrier surveys, 5 territories were recorded in 2021, 6
territories recorded within 2022, 8 territories within 2023, and up to
10 separate breeding territories were identified the Stornoway
Wind Farm site and surrounding 2 km buffer within 2024. Based on
data provided by the Raptor Study Group, 9 hen harrier breeding
locations were recorded in 2023 and 2024 within a ZOI of the
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OTWB (approx. 1.7% of the Scottish breeding population, 19 % of
the NHZ regional breeding population and approximately 21% of
the Western Isles population), based on the suggested disturbance
distance of 750 m for this species (Goodship and Furness, 2022).
During the 2023 breeding season 9 hen harrier territories were
found within a potential ZOI of the OTWB. During the 2024
breeding season 5 hen harrier territories were recorded within the
OTWSB or within a potential ZOI. Further details are provided in
Appendix A10.3, Volume 4 and Appendix A10.4, Volume 4. This
feature is therefore scoped in for further assessment.

Hen harrier (non-
breeding)

National

Regional

Yes

Non-breeding hen harrier is listed on Annex | of the Birds Directive,
Schedule 1A of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as
amended). There is limited information on numbers of hen harriers
in the UK outside the breeding season, although Forrester
estimated that Scotland held between 1,050-1540 individuals
(Forrester et al., 2007). During wintering bird surveys between
October 2023 and March 2024, three hen harrier roosts were
monitored, 1 within the substation Survey Area (As defined in
Appendix A10.3, Volume 4) and 2 within the westside Onshore
Cable Corridor. In addition, 5 observations of hen harrier were
recorded between October and December 2023. Further details are
provided in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4 and Appendix A10.4,
Volume 4. Additionally, another known winter roost is present
within Stornoway Wind Farm site. Based on the data provided from
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non-breeding surveys in 2023/24, the survey area (as defined in
Appendix A10.3, Volume 4) supports approximately 0.8% of the
Scottish non-breeding population. Although there are no estimates
for wintering hen harrier at the NHZ level, the survey area is
considered to be of regional importance at the NHZ level. A total of
4 winter roost locations are present within a ZOI of the OTWB
based on the suggested disturbance distance of 750 m for this
species (Goodship and Furness, 2022). This feature is therefore
scoped in for further assessment.

White-tailed eagle
(Haliaeetus albicilla)
(breeding)

National

Negligible

No

Breeding white-tailed eagle is listed on Annex | of the Birds
Directive, Schedules 1, 1A and A1 of the Wildlife and Countryside
Act 1981 (as amended), the SBL, and is an Amber listed BoCC
species. The UK population was estimated to be 123 breeding pairs
in 2017 (Woodward et al,, 2020) and between 122 and 150
breeding pairs in 2022 (Eaton et al,, 2024). An estimated 23
territorial pairs were located in NHZ3 in 2014 (Wilson et al, 2015).
Following the successful re-introduction of white-tailed eagle to
Scotland (a modelling study commissioned by SNH suggests that
this population will continue to expand in range and numbers for
the foreseeable future (Sansom et al., 2016), this species has re-
colonised much of the Western Isles and is now regularly seen on
the Isle of Lewis/Eilean Leodhais. On the Isle of Lewis/Eilean
Leodhais and Harris/Na Hearadh 23 occupied territories were
recorded in 2017 (considered to represent full survey coverage)
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(Challis et al., 2018b). No territories were recorded within a 2 km
survey area during the 2023 or 2024 breeding surveys and the
nearest nesting pair is approx. 5 km from the closest proposed
infrastructure. Flight activity recorded indicate that the area is used
by non-territorial birds during the breeding season. Further details
are provided in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4 and Appendix A10.4,
Volume 4. Given the distance of nest site from the OTW footprint,
all of which are outside a ZOI of the OTWB based on the suggested
disturbance distance of 500 m for this species (Goodship and
Furness, 2022), this species is scoped out of further assessment.

White-tailed eagle
(non-breeding)

National

Regional

Yes

As white-tailed eagle occupy their territories throughout the year,
their breeding status described previously can also be applied to
territorial pairs during the non-breeding season. During wintering
bird surveys between October 2023 and March 2024, one white-
tailed eagle roost was monitored within the interior cable corridor
survey area between. In addition, 13 records of flight activity by
white-tailed eagles were recorded over the 2023-24 wintering
period. During wintering bird surveys between October 2024 and
March 2025 8 records of flight activity by white-tailed eagles were
recorded. Further details are provided in Appendix A10.3, Volume
4 and Appendix A10.4, Volume 4. The roost data and flight
activity provided indicate that the area is used by non-territorial
birds throughout the year. Therefore, the survey area is considered
to be of regional importance for this species. A single winter roost
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is located within a ZOI of the OTWB based on the suggested
disturbance distance of 500 m for this species (Goodship and
Furness, 2022). This feature is therefore scoped in for further
assessment.

Peregrine (Falco
peregrinus) (breeding)

National

Negligible

No

Breeding peregrine is listed on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), the SBL, and is a Green listed
BoCC species. An estimated 16 territorial pairs were located in
NHZ3 in 2014 (Wilson et al.,, 2015). During the 2023 breeding
season, no breeding peregrine were recorded within the OTWB with
2 records of flyovers over the entire survey period. Further details
are provided in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4. Peregrine was not
recorded during the 2024 breeding season. Therefore, the OTWB is
considered to be of negligible importance for this species during
the breeding season and is scoped out of further assessment.

Osprey (Pandion
haliaetus) (breeding)

National

Negligible

No

Breeding osprey is listed on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), the SBL, and is an Amber listed
BoCC species. This species does not breed in the Isle of Lewis/Eilean
Leodhais but small numbers of passage migrants annually occur in
the spring and summer. During the 2023 breeding season, 2
observations of osprey were made. A single bird was recorded
foraging in the wider survey area outside the OTWB, and 2 birds
were recorded separately in flight over the Onshore Cable Corridor.
Further details are provided in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4. Osprey
was not recorded during the 2024 breeding season. Therefore, the

Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works EIA Appendix A10.6: Screening of Ecological Features Rationale, Volume 4

May 2026

Page 2-22



73

Spiorad
(an?Mara

Ecological/

Ornithological Feature

Importance -
Legislation
and Policy

Importance -
Project

Within
Potential
ZOl of
OTWB

Justification

Scoped Out
of
Assessment
(Y/N)

OTWB is considered to be of negligible importance for this species
during the breeding season and is scoped out of further
assessment.

Red-necked
phalarope

(breeding)

(Phalaropus lobatus)

National

Negligible

No

Breeding red-necked phalarope is listed on Schedule 1 of the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), the SBL, and is a
Red listed BoCC species. The UK population was estimated to be 64
breeding males in 2017 (Woodward et al., 2020). During the 2023
breeding season, 2 breeding pairs of red-necked phalarope were
recorded within the Survey Area (as defined in Appendix A10.3,
Volume 4), 3% of the UK population. However, breeding records
were approximately 3.4 km from the OTWB. Red-necked phalarope
was not recorded during the 2024 breeding season. Therefore, the
OTWSB is considered to be of negligible importance for this species
during the breeding season and is scoped out of further
assessment.

Whimbrel (Numenius
phaeopus) (breeding)

National

Negligible

No

Breeding whimbrel is listed on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), the SBL, and is a Red listed
BoCC species. The UK population was estimated to be 310 breeding
pairs in 2009 (Woodward et al., 2020) with NHZ3 supporting an
estimated 14 breeding pairs of whimbrel (Wilson et al.,, 2015).
During the 2023 breeding season whimbrel was found to be
potentially breeding within the wider survey area but not within the
OTWB. During the 2024 breeding season, no whimbrel territories
were recorded but two incidental records were made. Further
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details are provided in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4 and Appendix
A10.4, Volume 4. If confirmed this would represent approx. 21% of
the NHZ regional population. However, both breeding records were
approximately 2.6-2.9 km from the OTWB. Therefore, the OTWB is
considered to be of negligible importance for this species during
the breeding season and is scoped out of further assessment.

Curlew (Numenius
arquata) (breeding)

National

Regional

Yes

Curlew is listed on the SBL and is a Red listed BoCC species. The UK
population was estimated to be 58,500 breeding pairs in 2009
(Woodward et al, 2020) and NHZ3 supports an estimated 477
breeding pairs of curlew (Wilson et al, 2015). During the 2023
breeding season, 43 breeding pairs of curlew were recorded within
the wider Survey Area (as defined in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4)
approx. 9% of the NHZ regional breeding population. Of these, 18
breeding territories were recorded within a potential ZOI of the
OTWSB, based on the suggested disturbance distance of 300 m for
this species (Goodship and Furness, 2022). During the 2024
breeding season 5 curlew territories were recorded within a
potential ZOI of the Landfall Area. Further details are provided in
Appendix A10.3, Volume 4 and Appendix A10.4, Volume 4.
Therefore, the OTWB is considered to be of local importance for
this species during the breeding season. This feature is therefore
scoped in for further assessment.

Lapwing (Vanellus
vanellus) (breeding)

National

Local

Yes

Lapwing is a Red listed BoCC species with an estimated UK
population of 97,500 breeding pairs in 2016 (Woodward et al.,
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2020). During the 2023 breeding season, 56 lapwing territories were
recorded within the Survey Area (as defined in Appendix A10.3,
Volume 4). Of these, 35 lapwing territories were recorded within a
Z0I of the OTWB, based on the suggested disturbance distance of
108 m for this species (Hotker et al., 2006). During the 2024
breeding season, 41 lapwing territories were recorded within a
potential ZOIl of the OTWB at the Landfall Area. Further details are
provided in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4 and Appendix A10.4,
Volume 4. Therefore, the OTWB is considered to be of local
importance for this species during the breeding season. This feature
is therefore scoped in for further assessment.

Redshank (Tringa
tetanus) (breeding)

Regional

Local

Yes

Redshank is an Amber listed BoCC species with an estimated UK
population of 22,000 breeding pairs in 2016 (Woodward et al.,
2020). During the 2023 breeding season, 57 breeding pairs of
redshank were recorded within the Survey Area (as defined in
Appendix A10.3, Volume 4). Of these, 26 redshank territories were
recorded within a ZOI of the OTWB, based on the suggested
disturbance distance of 100 m for this species (Goodship and
Furness, 2022). During the 2024 breeding season, 10 redshank
territories were recorded within a potential ZOI of the OTWB within
the Landfall Area. Further details are provided in Appendix A10.3,
Volume 4 and Appendix A10.4, Volume 4. Therefore, the OTWB is
considered to be of local importance for this species during the
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breeding season. This feature is therefore scoped in for further
assessment.

Snipe (Gallinago

gallinago) (breeding)

Local

Local

Breeding snipe is listed on the SBL and is an Amber listed BoCC
species. The UK population was estimated to be 66,500 breeding
pairs in 2016 (Woodward et al., 2020) and NHZ3 supports an
estimated 6,780 breeding pairs of snipe (Wilson et al., 2015). During
the 2023 breeding season, 68 snipe territories were recorded within
the wider survey area (as defined in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4),
approx. 1% of the NHZ regional breeding population. Of these, 37
snipe territories were recorded within a ZOI of the OTWB, based on
the suggested disturbance distance of 400 m for this species
(Pearce-Higgins et al., 2012). During the 2024 breeding season 13
snipe territories were recorded within a potential ZOI of the OTWB.
Further details are provided in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4 and
Appendix A10.4, Volume 4. Therefore, the OTWB is considered to
be of local importance for this species during the breeding season.
This feature is therefore scoped in for further assessment.

Oystercatcher
(Haematopus
haematopus)
(breeding)

Local

Local

Oystercatcher is an Amber listed BoCC species with an estimated
UK population of 95,500 breeding pairs in 2016 (Woodward et al,
2020).

During the 2023 breeding season, 76 breeding pairs of
oystercatcher were recorded within the Survey Area. Of these, 31
oystercatcher territories were recorded within a ZOl of the OTWB,
based on the suggested disturbance distance of 100 m for this
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species (Goodship and Furness, 2022). During the 2024 breeding
season, 34 oystercatcher territories were recorded, 27 of which were
recorded within a potential ZOI of the OTWB at the Landfall Area.
Further details are provided in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4 and
Appendix A10.4, Volume 4. Therefore, the OTWB is considered to
be of local importance for this species during the breeding season.
This feature is therefore scoped in for further assessment.

Ringed plover
(Charadrius hiaticula)
(breeding)

National

Local

Ringed plover is a Red listed BoCC species with an estimated UK
population of 5,450 (between 5,250 and 5,600) breeding pairs in
2007 (Woodward et al,, 2020). During the 2023 breeding season, 9
breeding pairs of ringed plover were recorded within the Survey
Area (as defined in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4). Of these, 2 ringed
plover territories were recorded within the OTWB; however, both
territories are located approximately 1.5 km to the north of Landfall
Area, well outside the suggested disturbance distance of 100 m for
this species (Goodship and Furness, 2022). Ringed plover was not
recorded during the 2024 breeding season. Therefore, the OTWB is
considered to be of local importance for this species during the
breeding season but given the distance between the Landfall area
and recorded breeding territories, this species is scoped out of
further assessment.

Teal (Anas crecca)
(breeding)

Regional

Local

Teal is an Amber listed BoCC with an estimated UK population of
between 2,700 and 4,750 breeding pairs in 2016 (Woodward et al,
2020). The Scottish breeding population was estimated to be
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between 1,950 — 3,400 pairs (Forester et al., 2007). During the 2023
breeding season, 10 breeding pairs of teal were recorded within the
Survey Area (as defined in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4). Of these, 3
teal breeding locations were recorded within the OWTB. During the
2024 breeding season 3 teal territories were recorded within the
Grid Substation Survey Area. Further details are provided in
Appendix A10.3, Volume 4 and Appendix A10.4, Volume 4.
Although the Project may result in disturbance during construction,
given the small number of territories involved, the OTWB is
considered to be of negligible importance for this species and is
scoped out of further assessment.

Mallard (Anas
platyrhynchos)
(breeding)

Local

Negligible

Mallard is an Amber listed BoCC with an estimated UK population
of between 61,000 and 145,000 breeding pairs in 2016 (Woodward
et al, 2020). Mallard is widespread and ubiquitous throughout the
UK, and the Scottish population was estimated at 17,000 — 43,000
pairs (Forrester et al. 2007). During the 2023 breeding season, 9
breeding pairs of mallard were recorded within the Survey Area (as
defined in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4). Of these, 5 breeding pairs
were recorded within the OTWB. During the 2024 breeding season,
3 mallard territories were recorded within the Grid Substation
Survey Area. Further details are provided in Appendix A10.3,
Volume 4 and Appendix A10.4, Volume 4.

Although the Project may result in disturbance during construction,
given the small number of territories involved, the OTWB is
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considered to be of negligible importance for this species and is
scoped out of further assessment.

Greylag goose (Anser
anser) (breeding)

National

Negligible

Breeding greylag goose is not listed under any conservation
designation as a breeding species in the UK. The UK population was
estimated to be 47,000 breeding pairs in 2017 (Woodward et al.,
2020), of which at least at least 25,000 comprise a Scottish
population of native/naturalised birds present all year round
(Forrester et al., 2012). During the 2023 breeding season, 18
breeding pairs of greylag goose were recorded within the survey
area (as defined in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4). Of these, 6
breeding pairs were recorded within the OTWB. During the 2024
breeding season, 9 greylag goose breeding territories were
recorded within the Grid Substation Survey Area. Further details are
provided in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4 and Appendix A10.4,
Volume 4. Although the Project may result in disturbance during
construction, given the small number of territories involved, the
OTWSB is considered to be of negligible importance for this species
and is scoped out of further assessment.

Greylag goose (non-
breeding)

Regional

Local

Non-breeding greylag goose is an Amber listed BoCC species with
at least 50% of the UK non-breeding population being located
within 10 or less sites. The UK population was estimated to be
230,000 overwintering individuals in 2017 (Woodward et al.,, 2020).
The Scottish population of non-breeding greylag goose was
estimated to be 100,000 individuals (Forrester et al, 2007). The
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Icelandic greylag goose population has undergone recent declines.
As a result, its conservation status has been changed and an AEWA
(Agreement on the Conservation of African-Eurasian Migratory
Waterbirds) single species management plan is being developed
(Powolny et al., 2018). Icelandic and British populations are
indistinguishable in the field so winter bird surveys did not
distinguish between native or Icelandic populations. During the
2023-24 non-breeding season at the landfall area, greylag were
observed on 10 visits foraging in the Survey Area (as defined in
Appendix A10.3, Volume 4). Groups ranging in size from 2-115
were recorded, and observations of greylag occurred during every
month from October 2023 to March 2024. Within the Onshore
Cable Corridor, 26 greylag geese were recorded during March 2024.
During the 2024-25 non-breeding season greylag geese were
observed on 10 visits, either foraging, resting or flying within the
Landfall survey area. Numbers ranged from 2-180. Greylag geese
were recorded in the Landfall survey area during 8 visits, with a
total of 15 records. Numbers ranged from groups of 3-70, and all
records were of groups either resting or foraging. Further details
are provided in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4 and Appendix A10.4,
Volume 4. Land within the OTWB is considered to be of local
importance for this species during the non-breeding season. It is
anticipated that there will be no likely significant effects on this
species from the Project based on the low percentage of the UK
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overwintering population recorded during wintering bird surveys.
Although the Project may result in disturbance during construction,
given the small percentage of the Scottish non-breeding
population involved, this species and is scoped out of further
assessment.

Greenland White-
fronted goose (Anser
albifrons) (non-
breeding)

National

Negligible

Greenland white-fronted goose is listed on the SBL and is a BoCC
Red listed species. The UK population was estimated to be 14,000
overwintering individuals (Woodward et al., 2020). NHZ3 is
estimated to support a peak abundance of 2,516 wintering
Greenland white-fronted goose individuals (Wilson et al., 2015).
During the 2023-24 wintering bird surveys, 4 observations of white-
fronted goose were recorded feeding, roosting, and flying within
the survey area (as defined in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4) with a
peak count of 21. This peak count represents approx. 0.8% of the
estimated NHZ regional wintering population. However, no records
were identified within the OTWB or within a ZOI based on the
suggested disturbance distance of 600 m for this species (Goodship
and Furness 2022). During the winter of 2024-2025 no records were
made of Greenland white-fronted geese. Therefore, the OTWB is
considered to be of negligible importance for this species during
the non-breeding season and as such, this species and is scoped
out of further assessment.

Whooper swan
(breeding)

National

Negligible

Breeding whooper swan is listed on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended), the SBL, and is an Amber listed

Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works EIA Appendix A10.6: Screening of Ecological Features Rationale, Volume 4

May 2026

Page 2-31



73

Spiorad
(an?Mara

Ecological/
Ornithological Feature

Importance -
Legislation
and Policy

Importance -
Project

Within
Potential
ZOl of
OTWB

Justification

Scoped Out
of
Assessment
(Y/N)

BoCC species. The UK population was estimated to be 28 breeding
pairs in 2017 (Woodward et al., 2020). The Scottish breeding
population was estimated to be between 3-7 pairs (Forrester et al.,
2007). During the 2023 breeding season 1 pair of whooper swan
were found to be holding a territory but not successfully breeding
within the wider survey area (as defined in Appendix A10.3,
Volume 4), approximately 2.4 km to the north of the OTWB. During
the 2024 breeding season no records were made of whooper swan.
Therefore, the OTWB is considered to be of negligible importance
for this species during the breeding season and as such, this species
and is scoped out of further assessment.

Whooper swan
(Cygnus cygnus) (non-
breeding)

International

Negligible

Non-breeding whooper swan is listed on Annex | of the Birds
Directive, the SBL and is an Amber listed BoCC due to at least 50%
of the UK non-breeding population being located within 10 or less
sites. Whooper swan is a regular winter visitor to the UK, which
supports a population of an estimated 15,000 individuals
(Musgrove et al., 2011), the majority of which migrate from
breeding grounds in Iceland. It is estimated that Scotland supports
4,142 (Forrester et al., 2007), whilst NHZ3 is estimated to support
813 individuals (Wilson et al, 2015). During the 2023-24 wintering
bird surveys, whooper swan were recorded foraging at bodies of
water on 3 visits within the survey area (as defined in Appendix
A10.3, Volume 4) (with a peak count of 3), and on 3 visits at Loch
Bacabhat (with a peak count of 1 adult and 5 juveniles) between
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November 2023 and March 2024. The peak count of 6 represents
approx. 0.7% of the estimated NHZ regional wintering population.
However, no records were made of birds within the OTWB. During
the 2024-25 wintering bird surveys 2 records of whooper swan were
made, 1 or 2 birds overflying the Landfall Survey Area. Further
details are provided in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4 and Appendix
A10.4, Volume 4. Therefore, the OTWB is considered to be of
negligible importance for this species during the non-breeding
season and as such, this species is scoped out of further
assessment.

Arctic skua
(Stercorarius
parasiticus) (breeding)

National

Negligible

Breeding Arctic skua is listed on the SBL and is a Red listed BoCC
species. The UK population was estimated to be 785 (between 535
and 1,550) breeding pairs in 2015 (Woodward et al, 2020). NHZ3
supports an estimated 73 breeding pairs of arctic skua (Wilson et
al,, 2015). This species is known to breed in low and declining
numbers in the interior of the Lewis peatlands and undertakes
foraging flights to nearby coastal waters. During the 2023 breeding
season, no breeding pairs of Arctic skua were recorded within the
survey area (as defined in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4). 6 flyovers
were observed within the survey area. During the 2024 breeding
season no records were made of arctic skua. Therefore, the OTWB is
considered to be of negligible importance for this species during
the breeding season and as such, this species is scoped out of
further assessment.
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Great skua

(breeding)

(Stercorarius skua)

Regional

Local

Yes

Breeding great skua is a Red listed BoCC species following the latest
status assessment of breeding seabird species in the United
Kingdom (Stanbury et al.,, 2024). The estimated UK population was
9,650 breeding pairs between 1998 and 2002 (Woodward et al,
2020). NHZ3 supports an estimated 283 breeding pairs (Wilson et
al, 2015).

During the 2023 breeding season, 2 breeding pairs of great skua
were recorded within the wider survey area, approximately 0.7% of
the estimated NHZ regional breeding population. However, no
birds were recorded within the OTWB. During the 2024 breeding
season no breeding territories were recorded and an incidental
record of a single great skua was observed. Further details are
provided in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4 and Appendix A10.4,
Volume 4. Therefore, the OTWB is considered to be of negligible
importance for this species during the breeding season and it is
anticipated that there will be no likely significant effects on this
species from the Project given that no breeding pairs were
recorded within the OTWB. As such, this species and is scoped out
of further assessment.

Y

Common gull (Larus
canus) (breeding)

Regional

Local

Yes

Common gull is a Red listed BoCC species following the latest
status assessment of breeding seabird species in the UK (Stanbury
et al, 2024). The estimated UK population was 48,500 breeding
pairs between 1998 and 2002 (Woodward et al, 2020). During the
2023 breeding season, 21 common gull breeding territories were
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recorded within the survey area (as defined in Appendix 10.3,
Volume 4). Of these, three territories were recorded within the
OTWSB, including a single territory along the OCC and 2 territories at
the Barvas/Barabhas Landfall Substation Location. During the 2024
breeding season 1 common gull territory was recorded within the
Landfall Survey Area. Further details are provided in Appendix
A10.3, Volume 4 and Appendix A10.4, Volume 4. Although the
Project may result in disturbance during construction, given the
small number of birds involved, this species and is scoped out of
further assessment.

Herring gull (Larus
argentatus) (breeding)

Regional

Regional

Yes

Herring gull is listed on the SBL and is a Red listed BoCC species
with an estimated UK population of 130,000 breeding pairs
between 1998 and 2002 (Woodward et al., 2020). NHZ3 supports an
estimated 1,251 breeding pairs of herring gull (Wilson et al,, 2015).
During the 2023 breeding season, 136 breeding pairs of herring
gull were recorded across the survey area (as defined in Appendix
A10.3, Volume 4). Of these birds, approximately 74 territories were
recorded within the OTWB (a breeding colony of 70 pairs southwest
of Loch a' Leadharain) and 2 pairs nesting on cliffs at the
Barvas/Barabhas landfall); these totals comprise approximately 5.9%
of the estimated NHZ regional breeding population. During the
2024 breeding season 3 herring gull territories were recorded
within the OTWB within the Landfall Survey Area. Further details are
provided in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4 and Appendix A10.4,

Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works EIA Appendix A10.6: Screening of Ecological Features Rationale, Volume 4

May 2026

Page 2-35



73

Spiorad
(an?Mara

Ecological/
Ornithological Feature

Importance -
Legislation
and Policy

Importance -
Project

Within
Potential
ZOl of
OTWB

Justification

Scoped Out
of
Assessment
(Y/N)

Volume 4. Therefore, the OTWB is considered to be of regional
importance for this species during the breeding season and is
scoped in for further assessment.

Great black-backed
gull (Larus marinus)
(breeding)

Regional

Regional

Yes

Greater black-backed gull is a Red listed BoCC species following the
latest status assessment of breeding seabird species in the UK
(Stanbury et al, 2024). The estimated UK population was 15,000
breeding pairs (between 7,200 and 19,000) in 2015 (Woodward et
al,, 2020). NHZ3 supports an estimated 734 breeding pairs of
greater black-backed gull (Wilson et al., 2015). During the 2023
breeding season, 55 breeding pairs of great black-backed gulls
were recorded within the survey area (as defined in Appendix
A10.3, Volume 4). Of these birds, approximately 12 breeding pairs
were recorded within the OTWB (including a breeding colony of 11
pairs north of the Bennadrove Landfill). This total comprises
approximately 1.6% of the estimated NHZ regional breeding
population. During the 2024 breeding season 8 great black-backed
gull territories were recorded, 5 within the Grid Substation Survey
Area and 3 within the Landfall Survey Area. Further details are
provided in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4 and Appendix A10.4,
Volume 4. Therefore, land within the OTWB is considered to be of
regional importance for this species during the breeding season
and is scoped in for further assessment.
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Lesser black-backed
gull (Larus fuscus)
(breeding)

Regional

Regional

Y

Lesser black-backed gull is an Amber listed BoCC species with an
estimated UK population of 110,000 breeding pairs between 1998
and 2002 (Woodward et al., 2020). NHZ3 supports an estimated 547
breeding pairs of lesser black-backed gull (Wilson et al,, 2015).
During the 2023 breeding season, 67 breeding pairs of lesser black-
backed gull were recorded within the survey area. Of these birds,
approximately 25 breeding pairs were recorded within the OTWB
(comprising a breeding colony southwest of Loch a' Leadharain.
This total comprises approximately 4.6% of the estimated NHZ
regional breeding population. During the 2024 breeding season 2
lesser black-backed gull territories were recorded within the Grid
Substation Survey Area. Further details are provided in Appendix
A10.3, Volume 4 and Appendix A10.4, Volume 4. Therefore, land
within the OTWB is considered to be of regional importance for this
species during the breeding season and is scoped in for further
assessment.

N

Black guillemot
(Cepphus grille)
(breeding)

Local

Negligible

Black guillemot is an Amber listed BoCC species with an estimated
UK population of 19,500 breeding pairs between 1998 and 2003
(Woodward et al., 2020). During the 2023 breeding season, 20 pairs
of black guillemot were recorded within the Survey Area (as defined
in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4); however, only a single pair was
recorded at the Barvas/Barabhas Landfall Substation Location, of
which these nesting birds are approximately 1.4 km to the
northwest of the OTWB. During the 2024 breeding season 30 black
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guillemot territories were recorded within the Landfall Survey Area.
Further details are provided in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4 and
Appendix A10.4, Volume 4. Given the distance between working
areas and negligible impact pathways, this species is scoped out of
further assessment.

Fulmar (Fulmarus
Glacialis) (breeding)

Local

Negligible

Fulmar is an Amber listed BoCC species with an estimated UK
population of 19,500 breeding pairs in 2015 (Woodward et al.,
2020). No NHZ data is available for this species. During the 2023
breeding season, a total of 150 breeding pairs of fulmar were
recorded within the survey area. Of these records, 10 pairs were
recorded using cliffs at the Barvas/Barabhas Landfall Substation
Location. During the 2024 breeding season 7 fulmar territories were
recorded within the Landfall Survey Area. Further details are
provided in Appendix A10.3, Volume 4 and Appendix A10.4,
Volume 4. Although the Project may result in disturbance during
construction, given the small number of birds involved, this species
and is scoped out of further assessment.

Arctic tern (Sterna
paradisaea) (breeding)

National

Negligible

Arctic tern is an Annex 1 and Red listed BoCC species with an
estimated UK population of 53,500 breeding pairs in 2000
(Woodward et al., 2020). No NHZ data is available for this species.
During the 2023 breeding season, 11 pairs of arctic tern were
recorded within the survey area. All 11 pairs were found in a colony
approximately 2 km from the OTWB. During the 2024 breeding
season no records were made of arctic tern. Given the distance and
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negligible impact pathways, this species is scoped out of further
assessment.

Passerines and other
birds (breeding and
non-breeding)

Local

Local

During the 2023 and 2024 breeding season surveys passerines and
songbirds were not categorised as a priority group for surveying
(aside from skylark (Alauda arvensis) and twite (Linaria flavirostris)
both of which are Red listed BoCC species) due to the high density
of species such as meadow pipit (Anthus pratensis), and relatively
low numbers and conservation status of species such as wren.
Meadow pipit, while not counted during surveys, were prevalent
throughout all parts of the Survey Area (as defined in Appendix
A10.3, Volume 4). During the 2023 and 2024 breeding season
skylark, wheatear (Oenanthe oenanthe), wren (Troglodytes
troglodytes), and stonechat (Saxicola Torquata) were all found
breeding in relatively high numbers. During the 2023 breeding
season moderate numbers of breeding red grouse (Lagopus scotica)
were also present in the Survey Area. A flock of 8 twite was
recorded at Barvas/Barabhas Landfall Substation location in January
2024. 3 cuckoo (Cuculus Canorus) territories were recorded during
the 2024 breeding surveys. Further details are provided in
Appendix A10.3, Volume 4 and Appendix A10.4, Volume 4.
Passerines are considered to be of low sensitivity to the Project.
Potential for significant effects scoped out in absence of likely of
potential for loss or disturbance to breeding pairs, with good
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practice measures to be included within the Project’'s Construction

Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) to protect breeding birds.

Amphibians and reptiles

temporaria)

Common frog (Rana

Local

Local

Common frog populations are widespread across the OTW
footprint and a common species across the region. The OTWB has
been evaluated as being of local importance for common frog.
Given the widespread presence of suitable habitat throughout the
OTWB (which may serve as suitable amphibian habitat), it is
considered that populations of common frog could occur within
working areas within the OTWB. Inclusion of good practice
protection measures will ensure avoidance of any significant
impacts to these species. Amphibians are therefore scoped out of
further assessment.

fragilis)

Slow worm (Anguis

National

Local

Slow worm is described as being fairly common across
Scotland/Alba. Given the widespread presence of heath habitat
within the OTWB (which may serve as suitable reptile habitat), it is
considered that populations of slow worm could occur within
working areas within the OTWB. Inclusion of good practice
protection measures will ensure avoidance of any significant
impacts to these species. Reptiles are therefore scoped out of
further assessment.

Mammals

Bats

International

Negligible

The recorded distribution of bats on the Western Isles/Na h-
Eileanan Siar is restricted primarily to Stornoway/Steornabhagh
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where they are confined to the Stornoway Castle grounds
(approximately 2 km to the north of the OTWB) and are not known
to travel significantly and unlikely to find shelter or food sources on
the open moorland. No bat roosts were identified within broadleaf
woodland at the Grid Substation end of the Project area and conifer
(sitka spruce) plantation woodland, which comprises most other
woodland blocks within the OTWB generally offers few roosting
opportunities. Bats are unlikely to be impacted through the direct
loss of bat roosts, or via direct harm or indirect disturbance to
roosts as a result of felling activities and the associated noise and
vibration. Bats have therefore been scoped out of further
assessment.

Mountain hare
(Lepus timidus)

National

Local

Mountain hare is protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act,
1981 (WCA); and is an SBL Priority species. Given the widespread
presence of suitable habitat within the OTWB (which may serve as
suitable mountain hare habitat), it is considered that this species
could occur within working areas. The OTW footprint has been
evaluated as being of local importance for this species. Inclusion of
good practice protection measures will ensure avoidance of any
significant impacts to this species. Mountain hare is therefore
scoped out of further assessment.

Fish

Atlantic salmon
(Salmo salmo)

National

National

Atlantic salmon is protected under the Salmon and Freshwater
Fisheries (Consolidation) (Scotland) Act 2003 and is an SBL priority
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species. There are 4 known salmonid migration routes within the
project ZOI: The Allt Casgro, Abhainn Ghrioda, River Laxdale, River
Barvas, and their associated tributaries. Consultation with the Outer
Hebrides Fisheries Trust (Email from OHFT on 14 November 2024)
indicates that the River Barvas is the primary salmon river in the
area.

The median annual salmon stock on the River Barvas was estimated
at 320 in 2023 down from 964 in 2022. Estimated median stock
numbers on the River Barvas peaked at 2484 in 2020. The River
Laxdale historically had a much lower estimated median stock of 65
in 2022 which has steadily increased each year from 15 in 2019
(Marine Scotland, 2025). Marine Scotland estimate the number of
salmon returning to Scotland at around 400,000 (Middlemas and
Hanson, 2024). At the recent peak salmon stock on the River Barvas
alone, the estimated median stock of 2484 would be 0.621% of the
number of salmon returning to Scotland/Alba.

The National Electrofishing Programme for Scotland (NEPS) ran for
3 years in 2018, 2019 and 2021 and provides the data necessary to
carry out an annual assessment of the status of Scotland’s salmon
stocks using electrofishing data (Marine Scotland, 2021). In the
2021 survey period, 29 sites on the Isle of Lewis/Eilean Leodhais
were surveyed recording 2488 salmon juveniles. 10 of those sites
are within the Project ZOI or connected watercourses with 1390
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salmon recorded. Across all NEPS sites in 2021 (852 sites) a total of
38,567 salmon were recorded. The salmon caught throughout the
Isle of Lewis/Eilean Leodhais in 2021 amount to 6.45% of all salmon
juveniles caught throughout Scotland/Alba with 3.4% of the survey
effort (number of sites). In the OTW footprint alone, the total
salmon caught amount to 3.61% of all salmon caught with 1.17% of
the survey effort.

The Isle of Lewis/Eilean Leodhatis, including the Project ZOl,
particularly the River Barvas has a significant salmon population
and so the project area is evaluated as being of national
importance for the Atlantic salmon. The inclusion of good practice
protection measures will likely avoid significant impacts to this
species. However, there is still potential for impacts to salmon from
the project’s works as well as subsequent impacts to freshwater
pearl mussel that could potentially be present and which are
dependent upon salmonids (young salmon or trout) which act as
host species. Atlantic salmon are therefore scoped in for further
assessment.

Sea/brown trout
(Salmo trutta)

National

Regional

Sea trout is protected under the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries
(Consolidation) (Scotland) Act 2003 and is an SBL priority species.
There are 4 known salmonid migration routes within the Project
ZOI: The Allt Casgro, Abhainn Ghrioda, River Laxdale, River Barvas
and their associated tributaries. Sea trout stocks are not estimated
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by Marine Scotland in the same way that salmon stocks are,
however, analysis of sea trout catch returns for the Rivers Laxdale
and Barvas does give some indication of population size.

Only 1 sea trout was recorded as caught on the River Barvas
between 2020 and 2023. Higher numbers of sea trout were caught
on the River Laxdale, with 297 recorded between 2020 and 2023.
The total recorded sea trout catch numbers across Scotland for the
same period was 53, 702 (Marine Scotland, 2024). The combined
catch returns for the Rivers Laxdale and Barvas make up 0.55% of
the total sea trout catch numbers for the 2020-2023 period.

The NEPS ran for 3 years in 2018, 2019 and 2021 and provides the
data necessary to carry out an annual assessment of the status of
Scotland’s salmonid stocks using electrofishing data (Marine
Scotland, 2021). In the 2021 survey period, 29 sites on the Isle of
Lewis were surveyed recording 318 brown trout juveniles. 10 of
those sites are within the Project ZOI or connected watercourses
with 65 brown trout recorded. Across all NEPS sites in 2021 (852
sites) a total of 14,856 brown trout were recorded. The brown trout
caught throughout the Isle of Lewis/Eilean Leodhais in 2021 amount
to 2.14% of all trout juveniles caught throughout Scotland/Alba
with 3.4% of the survey effort (number of sites). In the OTWB alone,
the total trout caught amount to 0.44% of all trout caught with
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1.17% of the survey effort. While there is clear evidence for a viable
brown/ sea trout population within the Project ZO|, there is no
indication that the numbers exceeds 1% of the Scotland/Alba
population. The OTWB has therefore been evaluated of regional
importance for this species. The inclusion of good practice
protection measures will likely avoid significant impacts to this
species. However, there is still potential for impacts to brown/sea
trout from the project works as well as subsequent impacts to
freshwater pearl mussel that could potentially be present and which
are dependent upon salmonids (young salmon or trout) which act
as host species. Brown trout are therefore scoped in for further
assessment.

Lamprey (Sea, river
and/or brook)

(Petromyzon marinus)
(Lampetra fluviatilis)
(Lampetra planeri)

National

Negligible

As part of the consultation for the offshore and onshore
components of the Project, NatureScot confirmed through their
advice within the Scoping Opinion (18 December 2023) that they
were content for river and sea lamprey to be scoped out of any
further consideration. The justification for this being that neither
species is routinely observed in rivers within the Western Isles. The
Outer Hebrides Fisheries Trust has confirmed the presence of brook
lamprey within the Project ZOI (email from OHFT on 28 January,
2025). Brook lamprey are protected under Annex Il of the Habitats
Directive. Species listed under Annex Il are of community interest
with protection requiring the designation of an SAC. NEPS records
for the Project ZOIl showed only 11 brook lamprey recorded in 2021
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on the Allt Casgro and River Barvas (Marine Scotland, 2021). It
should be noted, however, that NEPS methodology is not
particularly suited to the capture of lamprey, particularly the
ammocoetes (larvae) that spend most of their time submerged in
silt/sand. Additionally, no SACs for brook lamprey were identified
within the area. Brook lamprey are therefore scoped out of further
assessment.

European eel

(Anguilla anguilla)

National

National

European eel is an SBL species and listed as critically endangered
on the International Union of Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red
list. Due to the significant decline in European eel populations, the
European Commission has implemented an eel recovery plan
(Council Regulation No. 1100/2007) with each member state
required to implement an eel management plan. The primary
management strategy adopted by Scotland was the closure of
fisheries and the ban of fishing for all life stages of the eel.

The lack of regulated eel fisheries in Scotland/Alba has resulted in a
deficiency of high-quality data on stock levels and trends. The best
available data on eel stocks comes from the NEPS programme
although there are several problems with the interpretation of this
data. The surveys and electrofishing methodology used do not
target eel and eel counts are often supplied without an indication
of the size/length of the individual. Nevertheless, a comparison of
eel catch between NEPS sites can be made with these caveats in
mind. In the most recent 2021 survey period, 29 sites on the Isle of
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Lewis/Eilean Leodhais were surveyed recording 369 European eel.
10 of those sites are within the Project ZOI or connected
watercourses with 132 European eel recorded. Across all NEPS sites
in 2021 (852 sites) a total of 1986 European eel were recorded. The
eel caught throughout the Isle of Lewis/Eilean Leodhais in 2021
amount to 18.58% of the total caught throughout Scotland/Alba
with 3.4% of the survey effort (number of sites). In the OTW
footprint alone, the total eel caught amount to 6.65% of the 2021
total with 1.17% of the survey effort (Marine Scotland, 2021). While
the NEPS data for European eel should not be considered as
accurate as the data provided for salmonids, the eel population on
Lewis and within the Project ZOl is likely of national significance.
The OTWB has therefore been evaluated of national importance for
this species. The inclusion of good practice protection measures will
likely avoid significant impacts. However, there is still potential for
impacts to the species from the Project. European eel are therefore
scoped in for further assessment.

Invertebrates

Freshwater pearl
mussel (Margaritifera
margaritifera)

International

Unknown

Freshwater pearl mussel is protected under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act (1981) (as amended in Scotland). It is also listed on
Annexes |l and V of the EC Habitats Directive (Council Directive
92/43/EEC) (as referenced in The Conservation (Natural Habitats,
andc) Regulations, 1994 — annexes in the Habitats Directive are
correct as at 31/12/2020; thereafter any changes would need to be
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made/ agreed by the Scottish Government) and Appendix Ill of the
Bern Convention. Consultation with NatureScot (meeting held on
16 January 2025) and the Outer Hebrides Fisheries Trust (email from
OHFT on 14 November, 2024) returned no records for freshwater
pearl mussel within the Project ZOl. This is not evidence for
absence; no surveys have been conducted by either party. The
North Harris SAC (NB 07200 11000) located approximately 40 km
from Stornoway/Steornabhagh is designated for freshwater pearl
mussel. North Harris has 2 rivers that support high-quality,
functional freshwater pearl mussel populations. 1 river hosts the
most important population in the Western Isles, making it the site's
most significant pearl mussel component. The citation states that
“The two rivers represent the north-western extremity of the species’
range in the UK and Europe”. As the Project ZOl lies to the northeast
of the North Harris SAC, this could indicate that pearl mussel
presence within the Project ZOl is unlikely. However, aquatic habitat
surveys of the watercourses along the OCC (Appendix A10.5,
Volume 4) identified suitable pearl mussel habitat and without
further survey effort their presence cannot be fully ruled out. The
inclusion of good practice protection measures will likely avoid
significant impacts to freshwater pearl mussel. However, there is still
potential for impacts to the species and to the salmonid
populations they depend on. Freshwater pearl mussel is therefore
scoped in for further assessment.
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Great yellow
bumblebee (Bombus
distinguendus)

National

Local

Y

Great yellow bumblebee is a Species on the Edge Priority Species in
4 regions: Orkney/Arcaibh, North Coast, Argyll Coast/Earra-
Ghaidheal and Inner Hebrides/Na h-Eileanan a-staigh, and Outer
Hebrides/Na h-Eileanan Siar, classified as rare. The current
distribution of great yellow bumblebee reflects the distribution of
flower-rich machair and locations where traditional crofting
practices are still maintained. Outer Hebrides Biological Records
Centre/NBN Atlas provided 8 records within Barvas Machair to the
south of the OTWB at the landfall, where there is a large expanse of
flower rich machair. Given the reliance of this species on machair
communities and the potential loss of suitable habitat at the
Landfall Substation location, this species is scoped in for further
assessment.

N
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3 GLOSSARY OF TERMS AND ABBREVIATIONS

3.1.1.1  Alist of key terms and acronyms used in this appendix are provided in Table 3-1 and Table 3-2.

Table 3-1 Acronyms and abbreviations

Term Definition

AC Alternating Current

BAP Biodiversity Action Plan

BoCC Birds of Conservation Concern 5

CIEEM Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management
EclA Ecological Impact Assessment

EIAR Environmental Impact Assessment Report

EPS European Protected Species

GWDTE Groundwater Dependent Terrestrial Ecosystems
HVDC High-Voltage Direct Current

IEF Important Ecological Features

IUCN International Union of Conservation of Nature
LHRSG Lewis and Harris Raptor Study Group

MD-LOT Marine Directorate — Licensing Operations Team
MHWS Mean High Water Spring

MLWS Mean Low Water Spring

MBS Moorland Bird Surveys

NEPS National Electrofishing Programme for Scotland
NHZ Natural Heritage Zone

NVC National Vegetation Classification

OCC Onshore Cable Corridor

OTW Onshore Transmission Works

OTWB Onshore Transmission Works Boundary

OWF Offshore Windfarm

PCA Peatland Condition Assessment

SAC Special Area of Conservation

SSEN Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks

SSSI Site of Special Scientific Interest

SBL Scottish Biodiversity List

SPA Special Protection Area

WCA Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981

yAe] Zone of Influence
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Table 3-2 Glossary

Term

Meaning

Bern Convention

An international treaty focused on protecting wild plants and
animals and their natural habitats adopted in Bern,
Switzerland in 1979. The convention aims to conserve
biodiversity, promote cooperation between countries, and
emphasize the importance of endangered species.

Bonn Convention

A United Nations environmental treaty focused on conserving
migratory species and their habitats. The convention provides
a global platform for cooperation among nations to protect
animals that migrate across international borders.

NatureScot

NatureScot (formerly Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH)) is a
public body of the Scottish Government and Scotland's
nature agency advising the Scottish Government on matters
relating to natural heritage.

SPA

Special Protection Areas (SPAs) are sites selected to protect
one or more rare, threatened or vulnerable bird species listed
in Annex | of the Birds Directive, or certain regularly occurring
migratory species.

Waders

Wader birds are a group of birds that spend the summer
breeding in upland areas like moorlands, bogs, and wet
meadows, often migrating to coasts in the winter. Upland
breeding sites are open, generally wet habitats such as
upland heath, bog, unimproved pastures, and wet meadows
that provide good nesting cover and food.

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 is the primary piece of
legislation for wildlife protection in Great Britain, focusing on
the conservation of wild animals, plants, and their habitats
protection from threats including the intentional killing,
injury, or habitat destruction.
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