
 

 

 

Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report – Appendix A11.1: Cultural Heritage Legislation, Policies, 

Plans and Guidance, Volume 4 

 

Document Reference No.: SNM-SNM-PAC-APP-2111 

Date: May 2026



 

Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works EIA Appendix A11.1: Cultural Heritage Legislation, Policies, Plans and Guidance, 

Volume 4  

May 2026 

Quality Control Page 

Document details 
 

Document title Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works Environmental Impact Assessment 

Report  

Document subtitle Appendix A11.1: Cultural Heritage Legislation, Policies, Plans and Guidance 

Document Reference No. 
SNM-SNM-PAC-APP-2111 

Date May 2026 

Version 1.0 

Author Archaeological Management Solutions 

Client Name Spiorad na Mara Ltd 

 

Document history 

Version Revision Issued Checked Approved Date Comments 

1.0 A Archaeological 

Management 

Solutions 

Ramboll SnM Ltd May 2026 Final for 

Submission 

 



 

Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works EIA Appendix A11.1: Cultural Heritage Legislation, Policies, Plans and Guidance, 

Volume 4                                              Page i 

May 2026 

Contents 

1 Introduction .......................................................................................................................................................... 1-1 

1.1 Overview ....................................................................................................................................................... 1-1 

1.2 Purpose of this Appendix ........................................................................................................................... 1-2 

2 Legislative Background ....................................................................................................................................... 2-3 

2.1 Overview ....................................................................................................................................................... 2-3 

2.2 Planning Policy ............................................................................................................................................. 2-3 

2.3 Heritage Sector Guidance ........................................................................................................................... 2-5 

3 Glossary of Terms and Abbreviations ................................................................................................................ 3-7 

4 References ............................................................................................................................................................ 4-8 

 List of Tables 

Table 3-1 Acronyms and Abbreviations ................................................................................................................... 3-7 

Table 3-2 Glossary ....................................................................................................................................................... 3-7 

 



 

Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works EIA Appendix A11.1: Cultural Heritage Legislation, Policies, Plans and Guidance, 

Volume 4                                 Page 1-1 

May 2026 

1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 OVERVIEW 

11.1.1.1 Spiorad na Mara Limited, hereafter referred to as the ‘Applicant’, is proposing the development of 

the Spiorad na Mara Offshore Wind Farm (OWF), (the ‘Project’). The Project comprises both the 

onshore and offshore components required to generate and transmit renewable electricity from 

the OWF to the Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks (SSEN) Alternating Current (AC) 

Substation and High-Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) Converter Station (referred to as the SSEN 

Lewis Hub), which is to be built on the Isle of Lewis.  

11.1.1.2 The onshore components of the Project (the 'Onshore Project') are located on the Isle of Lewis 

/ Eilean Leòdhais in the Western Isles / Na h-Eileanan Siar, Scotland / Alba. The offshore 

components of the Project (the 'Offshore Project') are located off the northwest coast of the Isle of 

Lewis / Eilean Leòdhais in the Western Isles / Na h-Eileanan Siar, Scotland / Alba.  

11.1.1.3 The SSEN Lewis Hub itself is not part of this application and is to be built as part of the separate 

upgraded Western Isles HVDC Link between the Isle of Lewis and mainland Scotland. The boundary 

for the whole Project and proposed location for the SSEN Lewis Hub is shown in Figure 1.1 Project 

Location, Volume 3. 

1.1.1.1 This Appendix of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) presents the onshore cultural 

heritage legislation, policies, plans and guidance of the proposed Spiorad na Mara Onshore 

Transmission Works (OTW) (hereafter referred to as the Onshore Project). 

1.1.1.2 This Appendix should be read in conjunction with the project description provided in Chapter 3: 

Project Description, Volume 2 and the relevant parts of the following chapters and appendices: 

• Chapter 11: Onshore Cultural Heritage and Archaeology, Volume 2; 

• Appendix A11.3: Cultural Heritage Baseline Report, Volume 4.  

1.1.1.3 The Onshore Project consists of the onshore components of the Project landward of Mean Low 

Water Spring (MLWS) and is referred to as the ‘Onshore Project’ throughout this EIAR (also referred 

to as the Onshore Transmission Works (OTW)). The Offshore Project, comprising of the offshore 

components of the Project seaward of Mean High Water Spring (MHWS) is referred to as the 

‘Offshore Project’ and is assessed within the Spiorad na Mara Offshore Wind Farm Environmental 

Impact Assessment Report (‘Offshore Project EIAR’). 

1.1.1.4 A full description of the Project is provided in Chapter 3: Project Description, Volume 2. The 

boundary for the Onshore Project is shown in Figure 1.2 Onshore Project Location, Volume 3.  
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1.2 PURPOSE OF THIS APPENDIX 

1.2.1.1 This Appendix describes the following: 

• Legislative Background; 

• Planning Policy;  

• Heritage Sector Guidance. 
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2 LEGISLATIVE BACKGROUND 

2.1 OVERVIEW 

2.1.1.1 Certain heritage assets that are deemed to be of particular importance are given legal protection 

through designation. The importance of heritage assets and the protection of these and their 

settings is recognised in legislation as well as national, regional, and local planning policy.  

2.1.1.2 The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 (AMAAA) provides for a schedule of 

monuments which are protected and sets out measures for their protection and management. 

2.1.1.3 The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997 provides for the 

definition and protection of a list of buildings and areas of architectural and historical interest and 

sets out the requirement to have special regard to the desirability of preserving the buildings or 

their settings in considering development proposals.   

2.1.1.4 The Historic Environment (Scotland) Act 2014 further amended provisions of the above Acts and 

established Historic Environment Scotland. 

2.2 PLANNING POLICY 

2.2.1 NATIONAL PLANNING FRAMEWORK 4 

2.2.1.1 The National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) (Scottish Government, 2023) sets out the Scottish 

Government’s planning policies and provides guidance for planning authorities and developers on 

the conservation and investigation of heritage assets. Part 2 of this document sets out the specific 

policies, with Policy 7 dealing with cultural heritage and archaeology specifically. 

2.2.1.2 The stated policy intent of Policy 7, Historic assets and places (Scottish Government 2023, 45-47) is 

“To protect and enhance historic environment assets and places, and to enable positive change as a 

catalyst for the regeneration of places”. Of particular relevance to the onshore aspects of the 

proposed development are policy paragraphs a, c, h, i and o, discussed below. 

2.2.1.3 Policy paragraph a) states that “Development proposals with a potentially significant impact on 

historic assets or places will be accompanied by an assessment which is based on an understanding of 

the cultural significance of the historic asset and/or place”. A requirement that assessments “should 

identify the likely visual or physical impact of any proposals for change, including cumulative effects 

and provide a sound basis for managing the impacts of change“ is included. Further, proposals are 

also required to “be informed by national policy and guidance on managing change in the historic 

environment, and information held within Historic Environment Records.” 

2.2.1.4 Policy paragraph c) states that: 
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2.2.1.5 “...Development proposals affecting the setting of a listed building should preserve its character and its 

special architectural or historic interest.“ 

2.2.1.6 Policy paragraph h) states that: 

“Development proposals affecting scheduled monuments will only be supported where: i. direct 

impacts on the scheduled monument are avoided; ii. significant adverse impacts on the integrity of 

the setting of a scheduled monument are avoided; or iii. exceptional circumstances have been 

demonstrated to justify the impact on a scheduled monument and its setting and impacts on the 

monument or its setting have been minimised.” 

2.2.1.7 Policy paragraph i) states that: 

“Development proposals affecting nationally important Gardens and Designed Landscapes will be 

supported ...where proposals will not significantly impact on important views to, from and within the 

site and its setting.” 

2.2.1.8 Paragraph o) deals with non-designated historic environment assets, places and their setting, 

noting these “should be protected and preserved in situ wherever feasible”. Where there is potential 

for non-designated buried archaeological remains to exist below a site developers are required to 

“provide an evaluation of the archaeological resource at an early stage so that planning authorities 

can assess impacts” where potential is noted for non-designated archaeological remains below a 

site. The potential archaeological significance of historic buildings is noted, and the policy states 

this may require assessment. The policy requires that impacts on surviving archaeology be 

minimised where they are unavoidable. Where avoidance or retention is not possible it is noted 

that “excavation, recording, analysis, archiving, publication and activities to provide public benefit 

may be required through the use of conditions or legal/planning obligations”. Further, there is a 

requirement for any new archaeological discoveries made during the course of development to be 

reported to the planning authority to “enable agreement on appropriate inspection, recording and 

mitigation measures.” 

2.2.2 LOCAL PLANNING POLICY 

2.2.1.9 The Western Isles Local Development Plan (CnES, 2018) covers Archaeology in Policy NBH5: 

Development proposals which preserve, protect, or enhance the archaeological significance of 

heritage assets, including their settings, will be supported. This is elaborated on in the policy 

subheading, Development Impact on Sites of Archaeological Importance: 

“Where a development proposal is likely to negatively affect any regionally or locally important 

archaeological remains, applicants may be required to undertake archaeological assessment. 

Where, on the advice of the Comhairle Archaeology Service, information or evidence available 

indicates that significant archaeological remains may exist; a predetermination evaluation may be 
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required in accordance with an approved Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI). The evaluation may 

include: desk based assessment (DBA); geophysics; field survey; trial trenching; or other methods of 

gathering information. The findings of such evaluations will help define the character and extent of 

any remains and their likely significance and inform what further archaeological mitigation may be 

required. 

Where further archaeological investigation is required, or in cases where archaeological remains of 

lesser significance are considered likely to be present, archaeological investigation of the site and/or 

mitigation may, on the advice of the Comhairle Archaeology Service, be secured by archaeological 

planning conditions or through use of a planning agreement. 

On receipt of the findings of an archaeological investigation, further investigation and/or mitigation 

may be required on the advice of the Comhairle Archaeological Service. 

Development which would affect unscheduled sites of archaeological interest or potential will be 

permitted where the significance of the remains does not justify their physical preservation on site. 

Where archaeological features provide potential for amenity, cultural tourism, place-making, or as an 

in situ educational or research resource, the Comhairle will support proposals for long term 

management, access and interpretation of the historic environment assets on the site.”.  

2.3 HERITAGE SECTOR GUIDANCE 

2.3.1 HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT SCOTLAND AND SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT 

GUIDANCE 

2.3.1.1 The Historic Environment Scotland Circular (HESC) (HES 2019a) sets out the processes by which HES 

fulfils its regulatory and advisory roles in relation to; designation of heritage assets; the planning 

system and consultation within the planning system; and the consenting regimes for designated 

heritage assets.  

2.3.1.2 The Historic Environment Policy for Scotland (HEPS) (HES 2019b) sets out a series of principles and 

policies for the recognition, care, and sustainable management of the historic environment, notably 

in defining cultural heritage and cultural significance. Cultural heritage is defined as “an expression 

of the ways of living developed by a community and passed on from generation to generation. It can 

include customs, practices, places, objects, artistic expressions and values, aesthetic, historic, scientific, 

social or spiritual aspects.” Cultural significance is further defined as “aesthetic, historic, scientific or 

social value for past, present or future generations. Cultural significance can be embodied in a place 

itself, its fabric, setting, use, associations, meanings, records, related places and related objects.” 

2.3.1.3 Historic Environment Scotland have produced a series of non-statutory guidance note about 

managing change in the historic environment. One of these notes set out the principles that apply 
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to developments affecting the setting of heritage assets and historic places (Historic Environment 

Scotland, 2020). It outlines principles for assessing the impact of such developments, emphasising 

the importance of understanding and preserving the cultural significance of historic sites. Setting is 

defined as the way the surroundings of a historic asset or place contribute to how it is understood, 

appreciated, and experienced (ibid). 

2.3.1.4 The following Historic Environment Scotland (HES) guidance notes are relevant to this assessment: 

• Managing Change in the Historic Environment: Setting (2016); 

• Managing Change in the Historic Environment: Gardens and Designed Landscapes (2016). 

2.3.2 CHARTERED INSTITUTE FOR ARCHAEOLOGISTS 

2.3.1.5 The Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA) issues standards and guidance which are relevant 

to the completion of cultural heritage assessment: 

• Standard for archaeological field evaluation (2023); 

• Universal guidance for archaeological field evaluation (2023); 

• Standard and guidance for commissioning work or providing consultancy advice on 

archaeology and the historic environment (2020); 

• Standard and guidance for historic environment desk-based assessment (2020). 

2.3.1.6 The baseline study (Appendix A11.3: Cultural Heritage Baseline Report, Volume 4) has been 

undertaken in accordance with guidance published by the CIfA, specifically the standard and 

guidance for historic environment desk-based assessment (CIfA, 2020b). 
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3 GLOSSARY OF TERMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 

3.1.1.1 A list of key terms and acronyms used in this Appendix are provided in Table 3-1 and Table 3-2. 

Further definitions used throughout this EIAR are provided in Appendix A1.1: Glossary and 

Abbreviations, Volume 4. 

Table 3-1 Acronyms and Abbreviations 

Term Definition 

AMAAA Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 

CnES Comhairle na Eilean Siar 

CIfA Chartered Institute for Archaeologists 

DBA Desk Based Assessment 

EIAR Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

HEPS Historic Environment Policy for Scotland 

HES Historic Environment Scotland 

HESC Historic Environment Scotland Circular 

HVDC High-Voltage Direct Current 

MHWS Mean High Water Spring 

NPF4 National Planning Framework 4 

OTW Onshore Transmission Works 

OWF  Offshore Wind Farm 

SSEN Scottish and Southern Energy Network 

WSI Written Scheme of Investigation 

Table 3-2 Glossary 

Term Meaning 

The Applicant   Spiorad na Mara Limited (the Project owner). 

Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report (EIAR) 

The Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) prepared to 

assess the likely significant effects of the Project on the environment. 

Offshore Project The components of the Spiorad na Mara offshore wind farm (the 

Project) located seaward of Mean High Water Springs (MHWS). 

Onshore Transmission Works 

(OTW) / Onshore Project 

The components of the Spiorad na Mara offshore wind farm (the 

Project) located landward of Mean Low Water Springs (MLWS). 

Project  The Spiorad na Mara offshore wind farm development. This term 

describes the whole development, including all offshore and onshore 

components. 

Scottish and Southern Electricity 

Networks (SSEN) Lewis Hub  

This is the National Grid Electricity Transmission (NGET) interface. A 

transmission system operator substation into which the Project will 

connect for onward transmission through the existing grid network. 
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