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11. ONSHORE ARCHAEOLOGY AND CULTURAL HERITAGE 

11.1 INTRODUCTION 

11.1.1.1 This chapter of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) presents the results of the 

assessment of the likely significant effects of onshore components of the proposed Spiorad na 

Mara Offshore Wind Farm (hereafter referred to as ‘the Onshore Project’ or ‘Onshore Transmission 

Works (OTW)’) with respect to onshore archaeology and cultural heritage. Archaeology and 

cultural heritage in this context includes archaeological remains, palaeoenvironmental deposits, 

historic buildings, structures, monuments and landscapes of heritage interest and any other 

elements that may contribute to the heritage of the area. Potential impacts on the use of Gaelic 

are assessed as part of the assessment of socio-cultural effects on culture and identity, in Chapter 

6: Socio-economics, Volume 2. 

11.1.1.2 The assessment presented in this chapter is based on the Onshore Project boundary assessed 

within this EIAR. Subsequent refinement of the Planning Application boundary represents a minor 

reduction only and does not affect the conclusions of this assessment. Figure 1.2 Onshore 

Project Location, Volume 3 shows both the Onshore Project Boundary and the areas excluded in 

the Planning Application boundary. 

11.1.1.3 The Offshore Project, comprising of the offshore components of the Project seaward of Mean 

High Water Spring (MHWS) is referred to as the ‘Offshore Project’ and is assessed within the 

Spiorad na Mara Offshore Wind Farm Environmental Impact Assessment Report (‘Offshore Project 

EIAR’).  

11.1.1.4 This chapter should be read in conjunction with the project description provided in Chapter 3: 

Project Description, Volume 2) and the relevant parts of the following chapters and appendices: 

• Chapter 6: Socio-economics, Volume 2; 

• Appendix A9.2: Figures/Visualisation, Volume 4. 

11.1.1.5 This technical chapter describes the following: 

• Section 11.2: Summary of Policy and Legislative Context – legislation, planning policy and 

other documentation that has informed the assessment; 

• Section 11.3: Scoping and Consultation – outcome of consultation and engagement that has 

been undertaken to date, including how matters relating to onshore archaeology and cultural 

heritage have been addressed; 

• Section 11.4: Scope of the Assessment for onshore archaeology and cultural heritage; 

• Section 11.5: Methodology for Baseline Data Gathering and Impact Assessment - the methods 

of assessment used for onshore archaeology and cultural heritage: 
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• Section 11.6: Baseline Conditions for onshore archaeology and cultural heritage; 

• Section 11.7: Basis for Environmental Impact Assessment – the embedded environmental 

measures relevant to onshore archaeology and cultural heritage and the relevant maximum 

design scenario; 

• Section 11.8: Assessment of Effects: Construction Phase - assessment of onshore archaeology 

and cultural heritage likely significant effects and further mitigation during construction; 

• Section 11.9: Assessment of Effects: Operation and Maintenance - assessment of onshore 

archaeology and cultural heritage likely significant effects and further mitigation during 

operation and maintenance; 

• Section 11.10: Assessment of Effects: Decommissioning - assessment of onshore archaeology 

and cultural heritage likely significant effects and further mitigation during decommissioning;  

• Section 11.11: Assessment of Combined Effects for onshore archaeology and cultural heritage: 

- assessment of potential for significant effects on onshore archaeology and cultural heritage 

due to multiple impacts from different phases of the Onshore Project; 

• Section 11.12: Whole Project Effects for onshore archaeology and cultural heritage - 

assessment for potential for pathways to exist for offshore elements of the Project to impact 

onshore archaeology and cultural heritage  

• Section 11.13: Assessment of Cumulative Effects for onshore archaeology and cultural heritage 

- assessment of potential for cumulative effects on onshore archaeology and cultural heritage 

due to effects of Onshore Project combined with other proposed developments in the vicinity;  

• Section 11.14: Transboundary Effects - assessment of potential impacts by the Onshore Project 

on archaeology and cultural heritage assets within other European Economic Area (EEA) State 

jurisdictions; 

• Section 11.15: Summary of Residual Effects, Mitigation and Monitoring for onshore 

archaeology and cultural heritage;  

• Section 11.16: Glossary of Terms and Abbreviations specific to onshore archaeology and 

cultural heritage; 

• Section 11.17: References - information sources and documentation referred to in this chapter. 

11.1.1.6 The chapter is supported by the following appendices and figures:  

• Figure 11.1: Designated Historic assets, Volume 3; 

• Figure 11.2a-d: Heritage assets, Volume 3; 

• Figure 11.3: Recorded archaeology at the Landfall substation, Volume 3; 

• Figure 11.4: Recorded archaeology at the Grid substation, Volume 3; 

• Figure 11.5a: Setting of Historic assets in relation to onshore infrastructure (Landfall 

Substation), Volume 3; 

• Figure 11.5b: Setting of Historic assets in relation to onshore infrastructure (Grid 

Substation), Volume 3; 

• Figure 9.22: Viewpoint 45: Lewis War Memorial, Volume 3; 
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• Figure 9.23: Viewpoint 46: A859/B897 junction, west of Stornoway / Steornabhaigh, 

Volume 3; 

• Appendix A11.1: Cultural Heritage Legislation, Policies, Plans and Guidance, Volume 4; 

• Appendix A11.2: Gazetteer, Volume 4; 

• Appendix A11.3: Cultural Heritage Baseline Report, Volume 4; 

• Appendix A11.4: Trial Trenching Report, Volume 4; 

• Appendix A11.5: Onshore Outline Written Scheme of Investigation, Volume 4. 

11.2 SUMMARY OF POLICY AND LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT 

11.2.1.1 This section outlines the legislation, policy and guidance that is relevant to the assessment of likely 

significant effects on onshore archaeology and cultural heritage associated with the construction, 

operation, maintenance and decommissioning of the Onshore Project. In addition, other national, 

regional, and local policies are considered within this assessment where they are judged to be 

relevant. Further information on policies relevant to the EIA is provided in Chapter 2: Policy and 

Legislative Context, Volume 2. 

11.2.1.2 Detailed information on each of the legislative and policy relevant to cultural heritage is contained 

within Appendix A11.1: Cultural Heritage Legislation, Policies, Plans and Guidance, Volume 4 

which examines the relevance to the assessment in more detail.  

11.2.1.3 This summary provides a foundation for understanding the specific requirements that this chapter 

must address in terms of assessing and mitigating impacts on cultural heritage and archaeological 

receptors.  

11.2.2 SUMMARY OF POLICY AND LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT 

11.2.2.1 This section outlines the legislation, policy and guidance that is relevant to the assessment of likely 

significant effects on archaeology and cultural heritage associated with the construction, operation, 

maintenance and decommissioning of the Onshore Project. In addition, other national, regional, 

and local policies are considered within this assessment where they are judged to be relevant. 

Further information on policies relevant to the EIA is provided in Chapter 2: Policy and Legislative 

Context, Volume 2. 

11.2.2.2 A summary of the legislation, policy and guidance relevant to onshore archaeology and cultural 

heritage is provided in Table 11-1 which examined their relevance to the assessment.   
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Table 11-1 Legislation and Policy in relation to Onshore Archaeology and Cultural Heritage 

Title Relevance to Archaeology and Cultural Heritage 

National Legislation 

The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas 

Act 1979 (AMAAA 1979) 

Act creates the basis of scheduling of monuments 

and the inventory of gardens and designed 

landscapes, which is the basis of the legal 

protection of these types of designated assets. 

Designated heritage assets with the potential to be 

impacted are identified in Sections 11.4 and 11.6 

and potential effects assessed in Sections 11.8 and 

11.9.  

The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation 

Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997 

Act provides for the definition and protection of 

listed buildings and conservation areas. Designated 

heritage assets with the potential to be impacted 

are identified in Sections 11.4 and 11.6 and 

potential effects assessed in Sections 11.8 and 11.9. 

National Policy 

National Planning Framework 4 (NPF 4) Policy 7 sets out the Scottish Government’s 

planning policies and provides guidance for 

planning authorities and developers on the 

conservation and investigation of historic assets. 

Approaches to investigation are given in Section 

11.5. Heritage assets with the potential to be 

impacted are identified in Sections 11.4 and 11.6 

and potential effects assessed in Sections 11.8 and 

11.9. 

Local Policy  

Western Isles Local Development Plan The plan deals with archaeology in Policy NBH5: 

Development proposals which preserve, protect, or 

enhance the archaeological significance of historic 

assets, including their settings, will be supported. 

Potential effects on heritage are assessed in 

Sections 11.8 and 11.9. 

Heritage Sector Guidance 

Historic Environment Policy for Scotland (HEPS) HEPS sets out a series of principles and policies for 

the recognition, care, and sustainable management 

of the historic environment, notably in defining 

cultural heritage and cultural significance. 

Approaches to investigation and assessment 

including of cultural significance are given in 

Section 11.5. Heritage assets with the potential to 

be impacted are identified in Sections 11.4 and 11.6 
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Title Relevance to Archaeology and Cultural Heritage 

and potential effects assessed in Sections 11.8 and 

11.9. 

Managing Change in the Historic Environment: 

Setting 

Provides guidance on understanding the setting of 

heritage assets, and on the assessment of the 

potential effects of setting change. Approaches to 

assessment are given in Section 11.5. Potential 

effects due to setting change are assessed in 

Section 11.9. 

Managing Change in the Historic Environment: 

Gardens and Designed Landscapes 

Provides guidance on understanding the various 

heritage aspects of gardens and designed 

landscapes and approaches to assessing potential 

impacts due to changes. Approaches to assessment 

are given in Section 11.5. Potential effects due to 

setting change are assessed in Section 11.9. 

 

11.3 SCOPING AND CONSULTATION 

11.3.1 OVERVIEW 

11.3.1.1 This section describes the stakeholder engagement undertaken for the Onshore Project. This 

consists of early engagement, the outcome of, and response to, the Scoping Opinion in relation to 

the archaeology and cultural heritage assessment, informal consultation, and consultation 

undertaken though the Pre-application Consultation (PAC) process (hereafter referred to as the 

‘formal consultation’). An overview of engagement undertaken for the Project as a whole can be 

found in Chapter 5: Approach to EIA, Volume 2 and Appendix A5.2: Stakeholder Consultation 

and Engagement, Volume 4. 

11.3.1.2 Consultation is a key feature of the EIA process and continues throughout the lifecycle of the 

Onshore Project, from the initial stages through to consent and post consent. 

11.3.1.3 Consultation captures all consultation and engagement and has been ongoing with a number of 

prescribed and non-prescribed consultation bodies and local authorities in relation to archaeology 

and cultural heritage. All consultation to date has been undertaken in line with the process 

described in Chapter 5: Approach to EIA, Volume 2 and Appendix A5.2: Stakeholder 

Consultation and Engagement, Volume 4. Feedback received during this process has been 

incorporated into the EIAR. 
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11.3.2 SCOPING OPINION 

11.3.2.1 Spiorad na Mara Limited (hereafter referred to as ‘the Applicant’) submitted a Scoping Report 

(Spiorad na Mara Limited, 2023) and request for a Scoping Opinion to the Marine Directorate – 

Licensing Operations Team (MD-LOT) in September 2023 for both the Onshore Project and 

Offshore Project. A Scoping Opinion was received in May 2024. The Scoping Report sets out the 

proposed onshore archaeology and cultural heritage assessment methodologies, outline of the 

baseline data collected to date and proposed, and the scope of the assessment.  

11.3.2.2 A summary of those responses relevant to cultural heritage is shown in Table 11-3 below. Regard 

has also been given to other stakeholder comments that were received in relation to the Scoping 

Report where relevant. 

Table 11-2  Scoping Opinion Responses – Onshore Archaeology and Cultural Heritage 

Consultee Date / Document Comment Response/where this is addressed in 

the EIAR 

Scottish 

Ministers 

Scoping Opinion, 

May 2024 

Page 44, Paragraph 5.3.4.1  

The Scoping Report proposes 

the study of setting impacts 

on terrestrial cultural historic 

assets using distances from a  

specific feature as the 

assessment method. Due to 

the scale of the Proposed 

Development and with the 

design option not yet 

finalised, the Scottish 

Ministers instead recommend 

the initial use of ZTV analysis.  

A Zone of Theoretical Visibility 

(ZTV) for the onshore infrastructure 

has been used to identify assets 

which could be subject to 

potentially significant effects as a 

result of change to their settings. 

The resulting scope, informed by 

the ZTV and site visits is described 

in Sections 11.4.5 and 11.4.6. 

A review of the ZTV for the 

onshore infrastructure is shown in 

Figure 11.5, Volume 3 shows that 

the 3 km Study Area for onshore 

infrastructure is appropriate and 

there are no assets outwith this 

area that could be significantly 

affected as a result of change to 

their settings.      

Scottish 

Ministers 

Scoping Opinion, 

May 2024 

Page 44, Paragraph 5.3.4.2  

Throughout the Scoping 

Report, setting impacts from 

the Proposed Development 

are referred to as both direct 

and indirect impacts. The 

Scottish Ministers advise all 

setting impacts resulting 

from the Proposed  

This comment is noted and it is 

acknowledged that effects as a 

result of change to the settings of 

assets are direct.  
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Consultee Date / Document Comment Response/where this is addressed in 

the EIAR 

Development are direct 

impacts and should be 

referred to as such in the EIA 

Report. 

Scottish 

Ministers 

Scoping Opinion, 

May 2024 

Page 44, Paragraph 5.3.4.3 

As there is a lack of certainty 

surrounding timescales for 

construction and 

decommissioning, the 

Scottish Ministers advise that 

impacts on setting during the 

construction and 

decommissioning phases of 

the Onshore Proposed 

Development, are scoped in. 

This has been further considered in 

the effects scoped in and out of 

the assessment, as described in 

Table 11-5 and Table 11-6. 

Scottish 

Ministers 

Scoping Opinion, 

May 2024 

Page 45, Paragraph 5.3.4.7 

The Scottish Ministers 

request wireframe 

illustrations are produced to 

aid in assessing the impacts, 

if potential significant 

impacts on an assets setting 

are identified. If significant 

impacts to an asset setting 

are identified, 

photomontages should be 

included in the EIA Report to 

further illustrate the impacts. 

Visualisations have been produced 

for the following assets, shown 

within Appendix A9.2: 

Figures/Visualisation, Volume 4: 

• Druim Dubh, stone circle 

(SM5504), 

• War Memorial Category B 

Listed Building (LB19211). 

Scottish 

Ministers 

Comhairle nan 

Eilean Siar 

Scoping Opinion, 

May 2024 

Page 45, Paragraph 5.3.4.9 

Consideration should be 

given to a WSI relative to the 

Onshore Proposed 

Development as well as a 

dedicated ACOW, analogous 

to marine archaeology and 

cultural heritage. 

Proposed mitigation for the 

Onshore Project including a 

dedicated ACoW  is described in 

Table 11-5 and Table 11-17 is set 

out within Appendix A11.5: 

Onshore Outline Written Scheme 

of Investigation, Volume 4.    

Scottish 

Ministers 

Comhairle nan 

Eilean Siar 

Scoping Opinion, 

May 2024 

Page 45, Paragraph 5.3.4.9 

Recommend considering 

cumulative impacts to the 

setting of the landscape 

along the coast of the Isle of 

Lewis, with particular 

The assessment of cumulative 

effects is included in 

Section 11.13.2. 
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Consultee Date / Document Comment Response/where this is addressed in 

the EIAR 

consideration to 

development proposals being 

considered near Stornoway / 

Steornabhaigh. 

11.3.3 POST SCOPING CONSULTATION 

11.3.3.1 Following the receipt of the Scoping Opinion, further consultation relating to Onshore 

Archaeology and Cultural Heritage has been held with a number of stakeholders. A summary of 

this consultation is detailed in Table 11-3. 
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Table 11-3  Summary of Post Scoping Consultation 

Consultee Date / Document Comment Response/where this is addressed in 

the EIAR 

Comhairle nan 

Eilean Siar 

(CnES) 

Consultation 

meeting 

August 2024 

Discussion on the scope of 

initial intrusive investigations 

at the landfall, particularly 

around the proposed 

substation location. 

Following agreement on the scope 

of initial trial trenching, this was 

completed and the results are 

presented in Appendix A11.4 Trial 

Trenching Report, Volume 4. 

CnES Consultation 

meeting 

January 2025 

Discussion on the scope of 

intrusive investigations and 

archaeological mitigation. 

The scope of further intrusive

investigations and archaeological

mitigation is set out in Table

11-17.

Historic 

Environment 

Scotland 

Spiorad na Mara 

Onshore Historic 

Environment 

Settings 

Assessment 

May 2025 

In response to a proposed 

scope of the assets to be 

included in the onshore 

settings assessment, Historic 

Environment Scotland 

suggested the inclusion of 

the following additional 

assets: 

• Arnol, Blackhouses no 39 

and no 42 and associated 

croft houses (SM90022) 

• Lews Castle and Lady 

Lever Park (GDL00263) 

 

 

Following consultation with HES in 

May 2025 it was agreed that it is 

not considered appropriate to 

include SM90022 within the scope 

of the assessment for the onshore 

infrastructure. Arnol Blackhouses 

are approximately 5.2 km from the 

proposed location of the Landfall 

Substation and due to the 

presence of intervening higher 

ground, Arnol Blackhouses are not 

within the ZTV and the Landfall 

Substation would not be visible 

from the monument itself, from its 

immediate surrounds or in any 

eastward or northeastward views 

of the monument from land to the 

west. 

GDL00263 is included in Section 

11.6.1. 

Historic 

Environment 

Scotland 

Spiorad na Mara 

Onshore Impact 

Assessment 

July 2025 

Rationale for limiting to 3km 

study area for setting 

accepted in light of ZTV. 

Content with scoping in of  

• Cnoc na Croich, 

chambered cairn 

(SM6550) 

• Druim Dubh stone 

circle (SM5504) 

Assessment of assets and potential 

impacts are included in Sections 

11.6 and 11.9.  



  

 

 

Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works EIA Chapter 11: Onshore Archaeology and Cultural Heritage, Volume 2 Page 11-10 

May 2026 

Consultee Date / Document Comment Response/where this is addressed in 

the EIAR 

• Lews Castle and Lady 

Lever Park 

(GDL00263) 

Welcome commitment to 

assess views towards 

GDL00263 and SM6550. 

11.4 SCOPE OF THE ASSESSMENT 

11.4.1 OVERVIEW 

11.4.1.1 This section sets out the scope of the EIA assessment for archaeology and cultural heritage. This 

scope has been developed as the Onshore Project design has evolved and responds to feedback 

received to date, as set out in Section 11.3.  

11.4.2 SPATIAL SCOPE AND STUDY AREA 

11.4.2.1 The spatial scope of the cultural heritage and archaeology assessment is defined by study areas 

which are described below: 

• A Core Study Area which comprises all land within the Landfall Area, Landfall Substation, 

Onshore Cable Corridor, Grid Substation, supplemented by the Peatland Restoration Areas. 

Potential effects on archaeology arising from physical disturbance would be restricted to this 

area. 

• A 1 km Study Area around the Core Study Area has been adopted as part of the archaeology 

and cultural heritage assessment in order to inform an understanding of the cultural heritage 

and archaeological context of identified assets and the potential for the presence of currently 

unidentified archaeological remains. 

• A 3 km Study Area around the Landfall Substation, Onshore Cable Corridor and Grid 

Substation locations has been adopted. This has been selected as being the maximum 

distance over which significant perceptible change in setting has a realistic potential to occur, 

given the scale of the proposed infrastructure. Reference to a ZTV has also been made to 

check this and to assist in defining the scope of the assessment of effects to terrestrial cultural 

heritage and archaeological assets due to change in their settings arising from the 

construction, operation and decommissioning of the onshore infrastructure.  

11.4.2.2 For effects arising from physical disturbance, the spatial scope of the assessment is defined by the 

extent of works that could give rise to direct, physical disturbance of cultural heritage and 

archaeological remains; for the purposes of this assessment, that is defined by the extent of the 
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Landfall Area, Landfall Substation, Onshore Cable Corridor, Grid Substation and Peatland 

Restoration locations. 

11.4.2.3 The 1 km Study Area has been adopted to establish the archaeological and historical context and 

inform the assessment of the potential for previously unrecorded heritage assets to be present 

which may be subject to physical disturbance as a direct result of construction of the onshore 

infrastructure. This 1 km Study Area comprises the Landfall Substation, Onshore Cable Corridor 

and Grid Substation locations and an area extending 1 km from this boundary, as well as those 

Peatland Restoration Areas that extend beyond the 1 km buffer, as shown on Figure 11.2, 

Volume 3.     

11.4.3 TEMPORAL SCOPE 

11.4.3.1 The temporal scope of the assessment of onshore archaeology and cultural heritage is the entire 

lifetime of the Onshore Project, which therefore covers the construction, operation and 

maintenance, and decommissioning phases as described in Chapter 3: Project Description, 

Volume 2. 

11.4.3.2 Disturbance of archaeological remains is likely to occur during construction phase activity only 

and there is also potential for change to the setting of historic assets during the construction of 

the Onshore Project. Change to the setting of historic assets may occur during operation, through 

the continued presence of substations in the landscape and any permanent changes to the 

historic landscape.  

11.4.3.3 Maintenance and decommissioning activities are described in Chapter 3: Project Description, 

Volume 2 and would not result in any additional adverse effect to onshore cultural heritage. As 

physical impacts on archaeology are permanent, any effects on cultural heritage would have 

already occurred, and therefore there would be no physical impacts from maintenance and 

decommissioning. Visually noticeable activity during maintenance and decommissioning is 

assessed to be very unlikely to create setting impacts of a scale that can be distinguished against 

the general effects of the operation of the Onshore Project infrastructure and are therefore not 

assessed further.  

11.4.4 POTENTIAL RECEPTORS 

11.4.4.1 Archaeological and cultural heritage assets may be subject to potential effects resulting from 

physical disturbance or from effects arising from change within the setting of a historic asset. 

11.4.4.2 The spatial and temporal scope of the assessment enables the identification of receptors which 

may experience a change as a result of the Onshore Project. The receptors identified that may 
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experience likely significant effects for onshore archaeology and cultural heritage are outlined in 

Table 11-4. 

Table 11-4 Receptors Requiring Assessment for Onshore Archaeology and Cultural Heritage 

Receptor Group Receptors included within Group 

Designated heritage assets  Scheduled monuments (SM). 

Listed buildings (LB). 

Conservation areas. 

Gardens and Designed Landscapes (GDL). 

Non-designated heritage assets Archaeological assets: comprising finds, features and deposits 

of archaeological interest, dating to any period. These include 

both known and previously unrecorded archaeological 

remains. 

Palaeoenvironmental and geoarchaeological remains 

comprising finds, features and deposits enabling 

reconstruction of past environments and landscapes, dating to 

any period but primarily prehistoric. 

Built heritage assets: upstanding buildings or structures with 

some historic/architectural interest 

11.4.5 ACTIVITIES OR IMPACTS SCOPED INTO ASSESSMENT 

11.4.5.1 Potential impacts on onshore archaeology and cultural heritage receptors that have been scoped 

in for assessment are summarised in Table 11-5. 

11.4.5.2 Physical disturbance concerns those assets which might be physically disturbed by (i.e., within the 

footprint of) the proposed development and associated enabling works such as site compounds 

and access routes, which are potentially subject to physical disturbance. This has therefore been 

considered for known and potential assets within the Core Study Area and Peatland Restoration 

Areas.  

11.4.5.3 In addition, effects may arise through change to the settings of cultural heritage and archaeology 

assets which are located outside of the Landfall Substation, Onshore Cable Corridor and Grid 

Substation locations. Assessment of change within an asset’s setting is primarily associated with 

designated heritage assets or non-designated heritage assets of equivalent significance (where 

such assets are identified). A 3 km Study Area around the Landfall Substation, Onshore Cable 

Corridor and Grid Substation locations was defined at the scoping stage to identify historic assets 

which could be subject to significant effects as a result of changes to their settings. Within this 

3 km Study Area a review was undertaken to identify assets which lie within the ZTV, where the 

setting contributes to asset significance and where there is a potential change to the setting 

primarily caused by views of the above ground onshore infrastructure.  
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11.4.5.4 Potentially visually notable above ground elements of the onshore infrastructure will comprise: 

• Landfall Substation;  

• Grid Substation. 

11.4.5.5 Accesses to the substation areas and a multiuse pathway will be installed along parts of the route 

of the temporary haul road within the Onshore Cable Corridor. 

11.4.5.6 The ZTV has been reviewed against the location of assets to identify those assets where there is a 

potentially significant effect due to a change in setting that will need to be assessed in the EIA. 

This has considered degree of visibility from the asset itself and in views of it, perception of 

prominence and relationship to any other assets. This appraisal has considered designated assets 

with in the 3 km Study Area, but also other assets, such as those in elevated locations with more 

widespread outward views, such as Steinacleit, homestead and field system (SM90284). The 

location of designated assets is shown on Figure 11.1a and 11.1b, Volume 3. The ZTV and 

designated assets are shown on Figure 11.5a and 11.5b, Volume 3. 
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Table 11-5 Activities or Impacts Scoped into the Assessment for Onshore Archaeology and Cultural Heritage 

Receptor  Activity or Impact Potential Effect 

Construction 

Impacts arising from physical disturbance 

Archaeological historic assets 

comprising finds, 

features and deposits of 

archaeological interest, dating 

to any period. These include 

both known and previously 

unrecorded archaeological 

remains within land that will 

be directly affected by 

construction of the onshore 

infrastructure. 

Onshore land preparation 

(earthworks, excavation) associated 

with construction of Landfall,  

Onshore Cable Corridor, Onshore 

Landfall Substation and Grid 

Substation. 

Works for the management of peat 

which may involve limited additional 

ground disturbance. 

Direct and permanent effect from 

permanent loss of archaeological 

remains. 

Operation and maintenance 

Impacts arising from change in setting 

Barvas, Church of Scotland 

Category B Listed Building 

(LB5762) 

Presence of Landfall Substation Potential loss of cultural heritage 

significance due to change in 

setting. 

The asset is on a slightly elevated 

location with clear views out 

across Cnoc Mor and to the sea 

beyond. The ZTV indicates some 

theoretical visibility from a 

limited area in the vicinity of the 

church. 

Barvas, Free Church (Near 

Lower Barvas) Category C 

Listed Building (LB5763) 

Presence of Landfall Substation Potential loss of cultural heritage 

significance due to change in 

setting. 

The asset is on a slightly elevated 

location with clear views out 

across Cnoc Mor and to the sea 

beyond. The ZTV indicates 

theoretical visibility from this 

location. 

Cnoc na Croich, chambered 

cairn (SM6550) 

Presence of Grid Substation The ZTV indicates theoretical 

visibility from this location as it is 

located within an elevated 

location within Lady Lever Park. 

Though outward views are likely 

to be restricted by woodland, any 
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Receptor  Activity or Impact Potential Effect 

change in outward views from 

the monument to the west could 

affect its significance. 

Druim Dubh, stone circle 

(SM5504) 

Presence of Grid Substation The ZTV indicates theoretical 

visibility from this location and so 

there would be a change in 

outward views from the 

monument to the east. 

War Memorial Category B 

Listed Building (LB19211) 

Presence of Grid Substation The war memorial is within an 

elevated location just outside of 

the 3 km study area. The ZTV 

indicates limited theoretical 

visibility from this location. Whilst 

views toward the substation from 

the monument may be restricted 

by woodland, there is a potential 

for effects on its setting. 

11.4.6 ACTIVITIES OR IMPACTS SCOPED OUT OF ASSESSMENT 

11.4.6.1 A number of potential effects have been scoped out from further assessment, resulting from a 

conclusion of no likely significant effect. These conclusions have been made based on the 

consultation responses received to date from HES and CnES, the knowledge of the baseline 

environment, the nature of planned works and the wealth of evidence on the potential for impact 

from such projects more widely. The conclusions follow (in a site-based context) existing best 

practice. Each scoped out activity or impact is considered in turn in Table 11-6. 

11.4.6.2 Designated historic assets that are within the 3 km Study Area for the Landfall and Grid 

Substations for which there will be no significant effects as a result of the onshore infrastructure 

are identified within Table 11-6 and the rationale for this is provided in each case. Selected other 

assets from which there are longer distance views are also identified where long distance views 

might be of greater relevance to the setting of the asset. 

11.4.6.3 The cable will be a buried structure with no significant above ground elements and so will not 

result in significant effects to the settings of any historic assets. 

Table 11-6 Activities or Impacts Scoped out of Assessment 

Activity or impact Rationale for scoping out. 

Construction 

Impacts arising from change in setting 
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Activity or impact Rationale for scoping out. 

Impacts to the significance of assets caused 

by changes to the setting of designated and 

significant non-designated onshore historic 

assets during the construction of onshore 

infrastructure. 

As noted in Chapter 3: Project Description, Volume 2, 

the duration of construction for the onshore infrastructure 

is anticipated to be a maximum of 5 years, though 

construction will not be happening at all locations at once 

for this duration. This is therefore considered to be a 

temporary operation which would not result in potentially 

significant effects arising from change to settings of 

historic assets. Any effects arising at the culmination of 

the construction period would not be distinguishable 

from operation phase effects and therefore setting effects 

are not considered separately for the construction phase. 

Operation and maintenance 

Impacts arising from physical disturbance 

Impacts arising from physical disturbance to 

archaeological historic assets during the 

operation phase 

Operation of the onshore infrastructure will not result in 

ground disturbance so effects arising from physical 

disturbance to assets are not considered for the operation 

phase.   

Impacts arising from change in setting 

Operation of onshore activity resulting in 

change in setting to Clach an Trushal, 

standing stone, Ballantrushal (SM1661) 

Clach an Trushal standing stone is located 2.19 km from 

the Landfall Substation. 

The ZTV indicates no theoretical visibility from this 

location.  

Operation of onshore activity resulting in 

change in setting to Teampull Pheadair, 

chapel and settlement, Shader (SM5341) 

Teampull Pheadair, chapel and settlement is located 

3.4 km from the Landfall Substation. 

The ZTV indicates no theoretical visibility from this 

location.   

Operation of onshore activity resulting in 

change in setting to Barvas Lodge Category 

C Listed Building (LB5764) 

 

Barvas Lodge is located 3.03 km from the Landfall 

Substation. 

The setting of this asset is primarily defined by the 

settlement and the river side setting in which this building 

is located and therefore the Landfall Substation will not 

impact it. 

The ZTV indicates no theoretical visibility from this 

location 

Operation of onshore activity resulting in 

change in setting to Loch Arnish, dun 

(SM5397) 

Loch Arnish is located 3.6 km from the Grid Substation. 

The ZTV indicates no theoretical visibility from this 

location. 

Operation of onshore activity resulting in 

change in setting to Arnish Point, gun 

emplacements (SM5347) 

Arnish Point, gun emplacements are located 4.1 km from 

the Grid Substation. 

The ZTV indicates no theoretical visibility from this 

location. 
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Activity or impact Rationale for scoping out. 

Operation of onshore activity resulting in 

change in setting to Lews Castle Creed 

Lodge including Gateway and Driveway 

Bridge nearby Category C Listed Building 

(LB18816) 

Lews Castle Creed Lodge is located 1.2 km from the Grid 

Substation. 

The ZTV indicates no theoretical visibility of the Grid 

Substation.  

Operation of onshore activity resulting in 

change in setting to Arnish, Monument 

Category C Listed Building (LB13329) 

Arnish Monument is located 3.8 km from the Grid 

Substation. 

The ZTV indicates no theoretical visibility from this 

location. 

Operation of onshore activity resulting in 

change in setting to Arnish Lighthouse and 

Attendant Buildings Category B Listed 

Building (LB13328) 

Arnish Lighthouse and Attendant Buildings is located 

4.8 km from the Grid Substation. 

The ZTV indicates no theoretical visibility from this 

location.  

Operation of onshore activity resulting in 

change in setting to Lews Castle, Marybank 

Lodge Including Gateway Category C Listed 

Building (LB18817) 

Lews Castle, Marybank Lodge is located 2.6 km from the 

Grid Substation. 

The ZTV indicates no theoretical visibility of the Grid 

Substation.  

Operation of onshore activity resulting in 

change in setting to Tong Farmhouse, 

Former Parish Church Manse Including 

Gatepiers Category C Listed Building 

(LB50803) 

Tong Farmhouse is located 6.29 km from the Grid 

Substation. 

The ZTV indicates no theoretical visibility of the Grid 

Substation from this location. 

Operation of onshore activity resulting in 

change in setting to Listed Buildings within 

Stornoway / Steornabhaigh 

2-2.8 km from the Grid Substation. 

There is a large concentration of listed buildings within 

the historic core of Stornoway / Steornabhaigh. The ZTV 

indicates no theoretical visibility from within the extent of 

the area of listed buildings within the settlement of 

Stornoway / Steornabhaigh.  

Operation of onshore activity resulting in 

change in setting to Stornoway Conservation 

Area 

Stornoway Conservation Area is located 2.0 km from the 

Grid Substation. 

The ZTV indicates no theoretical visibility within the 

extent of Stornoway Conservation Area.  

Decommissioning 

Impacts arising from change in setting 

Impacts to the significance of assets caused 

by changes to the setting of designated and 

significant non-designated onshore historic 

assets during the decommissioning of 

onshore infrastructure. 

As noted in Chapter 3: Project Description, Volume 2, 

the decommissioning phase will result in the removal of 

infrastructure, except where left in situ. Where onshore 

infrastructure is removed then this would be a temporary 

operation and is not expected to result any additional 

impacts to the setting of assets. Following removal of 

above ground infrastructure then any operation phase 

effects on the settings of assets would cease. 
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Activity or impact Rationale for scoping out. 

Impacts arising from physical disturbance 

Impacts arising from physical disturbance to 

archaeological historic assets during the 

decommissioning phase 

As the decommissioning phase will result in the removal 

of infrastructure, except where left in situ, it is not 

expected to result in ground disturbance additional to 

that occurring in the construction phase and so effects 

arising from physical disturbance to assets are not 

considered for the decommissioning phase.   

11.5 METHODOLOGY FOR BASELINE DATA GATHERING AND IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

11.5.1 METHODOLOGY FOR BASELINE DATA GATHERING  

Overview 

11.5.1.1 Baseline data collection has been undertaken to obtain information over the Study Areas 

described in Section 11.4 The methodology and results are described in an archaeological desk 

study (Appendix A11.3: Cultural Heritage Baseline Report, Volume 4).  

Desk Study 

11.5.1.2 The data sources that have been collected and used to inform this onshore archaeology and 

cultural heritage assessment is summarised in Table 11-7. An onshore archaeology and cultural 

heritage baseline for the 1 km Study Area is provided in an archaeological desk study that uses 

these sources (Appendix A11.3: Cultural Heritage Baseline Report, Volume 4). This also 

includes relevant readily available regional and local contextual studies, desk and field studies, 

historic land use assessment, geological and geotechnical data, historic mapping and aerial 

remote sensing data (Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR), aerial photography and satellite 

imagery). A gazetteer of historic assets is provided in Appendix A11.2: Gazetteer, Volume 4. 

Table 11-7 Data Sources used to Inform the Onshore Archaeology and Cultural Heritage EIA 

Source Data  Summary Coverage of study area 

Historic Environment 

Scotland (HES) 

National Heritage List 

(NHL) with information 

on statutorily designated 

historic assets 

Statutory designations 

(scheduled 

monuments; statutorily 

listed buildings; 

registered parks and 

gardens; historic 

battlefields) can 

provide a significant 

constraint to 

development. 

Landfall Substation, 

Onshore Cable Corridor 

Grid Substation, Peatland 

Restoration locations and 

3 km Study Area 
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Source Data  Summary Coverage of study area 

CnES Historic Environment 

Record (HER) 

Primary repository of 

archaeological 

information. Includes 

information from past 

investigations, local 

knowledge, find spots, 

and documentary and 

cartographic sources 

Landfall Substation, 

Onshore Cable Corridor 

and Grid Substation 

locations, 1 km Study Area 

and Peatland Restoration 

Areas 

HES Trove: National Record of 

the Historic Environment 

(NRHE) 

National database 

maintained by Historic 

Environment Scotland. 

Not as comprehensive 

as the HER but can 

occasionally contain 

additional information. 

Provides access to 

other collections and 

archives including 

aerial and historical 

photography. 

Accessible via PastMap 

website.  

Landfall Substation, 

Onshore Cable Corridor 

and Grid Substation 

locations, 1 km Study Area 

and Peatland Restoration 

Areas 

HES Historic Land-Use 

Assessment (HLA) 

project 

Map based assessment 

of historic land use 

patterns across 

Scotland, can provide 

information on 

surviving historic 

landscapes. Accessible 

via HLA website 

Landfall Substation, 

Onshore Cable Corridor 

and Grid Substation 

locations. 

British Geological 

Survey (BGS) 

Solid and drift geology 

digital map; online BGS 

geological borehole 

record data. 

Subsurface deposition, 

including buried 

geology and 

topography, can 

provide an indication 

of potential for early 

human settlement, and 

potential depth of 

archaeological 

remains. 

Landfall Substation, 

Onshore Cable Corridor, 

Grid Substation and 

Peatland Restoration 

locations 

NatureScot, Outer 

Hebrides Landscape 

Character Assessment 

Details of soil types Subsurface deposition, 

including soil type, can 

provide an indication 

Landfall Substation, 

Onshore Cable Corridor, 

Grid Substation and 
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Source Data  Summary Coverage of study area 

and Scotland’s Soils 

map 

of potential for early 

human settlement, and 

potential depth of 

archaeological 

remains, as well as 

influence the suitability 

of other techniques, 

such as aerial 

photographic analysis 

and geophysical 

survey. 

Peatland Restoration 

locations 

Internet Web-published local 

history; Archaeological 

Data Service 

Many key 

documentary sources, 

such local and 

specialist studies are 

now published on the 

web and can be used 

to inform the 

archaeological and 

historical background. 

The Archaeological 

Data Service includes 

an archive of digital 

fieldwork reports. 

Landfall Substation, 

Onshore Cable Corridor, 

Grid Substation and 

Peatland Restoration 

locations 

Site Surveys 

11.5.1.3 The surveys that have been undertaken and used to inform this onshore archaeology and cultural 

heritage assessment is summarised in Table 11-8. 

Table 11-8 Site Surveys Undertaken 

Survey type  Scope of survey Coverage of study area 

Walkover and visits for 

settings assessment 

Archaeological walkover within 

Landfall Substation, Onshore Cable 

Corridor and Grid Substation 

locations and visits to off-site assets 

as part of the settings assessment.   

Walkover survey was carried out 

by WSP within the area of the 

Landfall Substation between 4 

September and 6 September 

2023 and elsewhere within the 

Landfall Substation, Onshore 

Cable Corridor and Grid 

Substation locations by WSP 

between 18 September and 20 

September 2024. Ground 

conditions allowed access 
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Survey type  Scope of survey Coverage of study area 

throughout the area of the 

Landfall Substation.  Elsewhere, 

ground conditions were more 

variable, and, in some places, 

access was restricted by the 

presence of soft and wet ground 

conditions.  

Trial trenching as part of the 

Landfall Substation location 

feasibility study2024 

Archaeological trial trenching at the 

Landfall Substation site. 

Targeted within the Landfall 

Substation as an area of known 

archaeological potential which 

would be subject to ground 

disturbance.  

 

11.5.1.4 The results of the trial trenching are described in Appendix A11.4: Trial Trenching Report, 

Volume 4. 

11.5.2 DATA LIMITATIONS AND ASSUMPTIONS 

11.5.2.1 The desk-based data gathering and the walkover survey on which this assessment has been based 

was extensive but there remains a possibility that there may be historic assets within the Landfall 

Substation, Onshore Cable Corridor, Grid Substation and Peatland Restoration locations that have 

not been identified. It has been assumed that the information obtained from the data sources 

listed are accurate and up to date at the time of assessment. This limitation is inherent to any 

assessment dealing with the potential for buried archaeological remains and does not affect the 

robustness of this EIA. 

11.5.3 METHODOLOGY FOR ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT  

Introduction 

11.5.3.1 The project-wide generic approach to assessment is set out in Chapter 5: Approach to EIA 

Volume 2. The following sections provide the assessment methodology used to assess the 

potential impacts on onshore archaeology and cultural heritage only. 

11.5.4 IMPACT ASSESSMENT CRITERIA  

Historic Asset Value  

11.5.4.1 The determination of the cultural heritage significance or value of historic assets is based on 

statutory designation and/or professional judgement against the characteristics and criteria 
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expressed in HES Designation Policy and Selection Guidance and the Historic Environment Policy 

for Scotland. The criteria used for the determination are presented in Table 11-9. 

Table 11-9 Criteria for Assessing the Value of Historic Assets 

Value  Criteria 

Very High • World Heritage Sites (including nominated sites) 

• Historic assets of acknowledged international importance 

High • Scheduled Monuments (including proposed sites) 

• Listed Buildings (Category A) 

• Battlefields included within the inventory 

• GDLs 

• Conservation Areas containing nationally important buildings 

• Non-designated historic assets of scheduled quality and 

importance 

• Historic assets of national importance. 

Medium • Listed Buildings (Category B) 

• Conservation Areas containing buildings that contribute 

significantly to its historic character 

• Historic assets of regional importance 

Low • Historic assets of local importance  

• Listed Buildings (Category C) 

• Historic assets compromised by poor preservation and/or poor 

survival of contextual associations 

• Buildings of modest quality in their fabric or historical 

association 

Negligible • Historic assets with very little or no surviving archaeological 

interest 

• Artefact find spots (where the artefacts are no longer in situ and 

where their provenance is uncertain) 

• Poorly preserved examples of particular types of minor historic 

landscape features (e.g., quarries and gravel pits, dilapidated 

sheepfolds, etc) 

Magnitude 

11.5.4.2 The criteria for assessing the magnitude of impact from the Onshore Project on historic assets is 

shown in Table 11-10. 

Table 11-10 Criteria for Assessing the Magnitude of Change 

Magnitude  Adverse Criteria Beneficial Criteria 

Major Loss of most or all key archaeological 

materials or key historic building elements 

Preservation of a historic asset in situ 

where it would be completely or almost 
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Magnitude  Adverse Criteria Beneficial Criteria 

such that the significance of the historic 

asset is totally altered. 

Comprehensive changes to setting such as 

extreme visual effects, gross change of noise 

or change to sound quality, or fundamental 

changes to use or access. 

completely lost in the do-nothing 

scenario. 

Changes that appreciably enhance the 

cultural significance of a historic asset and 

how it is understood, appreciated, and 

experienced. 

Moderate Changes to many key archaeological 

materials or key historic building elements, 

such that the significance of the historic 

asset is clearly modified. 

Considerable changes to setting that affect 

the character of the historic asset such as 

visual change to many key aspects or views, 

noticeable differences in noise or sound 

quality, or considerable changes to use or 

access. 

Changes to important elements of a 

historic asset's fabric or setting, resulting 

in its cultural significance being preserved 

(where this would otherwise be lost) or 

restored. 

Changes that improve the way in which 

the historic asset is understood, 

appreciated, and experienced. 

Minor Changes to key archaeological materials or 

key historic building elements, such that the 

significance of the historic asset is slightly 

altered. 

Slight changes to setting such as slight 

visual changes to few key aspects or views, 

limited changes to noise levels or sound 

quality, or slight changes to use or access. 

Changes that result in elements of a 

historic asset's fabric or setting detracting 

from its cultural significance being 

removed. 

Changes that result in a slight 

improvement in the way a historic asset is 

understood, appreciated, and experienced. 

Negligible Changes to archaeological materials or 

historic buildings elements such that 

alterations to the significance of the historic 

asset are very minor. 

Very minor changes to setting such as 

virtually unchanged visual effects, very slight 

changes in noise levels or sound quality, or 

very slight changes to use or access. 

Very minor changes that result in elements 

of a historic asset's fabric or setting 

detracting from its cultural significance 

being removed. 

Very minor changes that result in a slight 

improvement in the way a historic asset is 

understood, appreciated, and experienced. 

No Change Changes to fabric or setting that leave significance unchanged. 

Significance  

11.5.4.3 Following the identification of the magnitude of impact and features value it is possible to 

determine the significance of effect. The terms shown in the matrix below have been used to 

define the significance of the effects identified and apply to both beneficial and adverse effects. 

11.5.4.4 For the purpose of this assessment, significance of effects of Moderate or greater are potentially 

significant in the context of the EIA Regulations and are noted in Table 11-11. Where effects are 



  

 

 

Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works EIA Chapter 11: Onshore Archaeology and Cultural Heritage, Volume 2 Page 11-24 

May 2026 

assessed to be Moderate and ‘Potentially Significant’ in EIA terms, professional judgement is 

applied to determine whether they are Significant or Not Significant. 

Table 11-11 Significance of Effect 

Consequence of 

effect 

Value  

Negligible Low Medium High Very High 

M
a
g

n
it

u
d

e
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f 
C

h
a
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g
e
/ 

E
ff

e
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No change Neutral Neutral Neutral Neutral Neutral 

Negligible 
Negligible 

(Not Significant) 

Negligible 

(Not 

Significant) 

Minor 

(Not 

Significant) 

Minor 

(Not 

Significant) 

Minor 

(Not 

Significant) 

Minor 
Negligible 

(Not Significant) 

Minor 

(Not 

Significant) 

Minor 

(Not 

Significant) 

Moderate 

(Potentially 

Significant) 

Moderate 

(Potentially 

Significant) 

Moderate 
Negligible 

(Not Significant) 

Minor 

(Not 

Significant) 

Moderate 

(Potentially 

Significant) 

Major 

(Significant) 

Major 

(Significant) 

Major 
Negligible 

(Not Significant) 

Minor 

(Not 

Significant) 

Moderate 

(Potentially 

Significant) 

Major 

(Significant) 

Major 

(Significant) 

 

11.6 BASELINE CONDITIONS 

11.6.1 CURRENT BASELINE  

Overall Baseline 

11.6.1.1 The baseline presented below is a summary of this desk-based study (Appendix A11.3: Cultural 

Heritage Baseline Report, Volume 4), together with additional baseline information for the 

assets considered within the assessment of effects as a result of change to their settings. 

Reference numbers included as (HA1, HA2 etc.) refer to numbers included in the gazetteer 

(Appendix A11.2: Gazetteer, Volume 4) and shown on the following figures: 

• Figure 11.1 Designated Historic assets, Volume 3; 

• Figure 11.2a-d Heritage assets, Volume 3; 

• Figure 11.3 Recorded archaeology at the Landfall Substation, Volume 3;  

• Figure 11.4 Recorded archaeology at the Grid Substation, Volume 3. 
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11.6.1.2 There are no designated historic assets located within Core Study Area. There is one designated

historic asset, Druim Dubh, stone circle (SM5504) which is within the Peatland Restoration 

location.

11.6.1.3 There are three designated heritage assets, all listed buildings, within the 1 km Study Area. These

are the Category C Lews Castle Creed Lodge, 530 m east of the Grid Substation location (HA18), 

Category C Barvas Lodge, 860 m west of the Landfall Substation, location (HA19) and Category B 

Barvas Parish Church, 570 m west of the Landfall Substation location (HA20). The Lews Castle 

Designed Landscape is located 500 m east of the Onshore Cable Corridor (HA22).

11.6.1.4 The Core Study Area and Peatland Restoration Areas contain 22 non-designated historic assets

recorded through the CnES HER, as identified in Table 1-1 of Appendix A11.2: Gazetteer, 

Volume 4. These consist of a pair of probably prehistoric stones (HA65), two possible prehistoric 

hut circles (HA184, HA187), two medieval to post medieval head dykes (HA4, HA5, medieval to 

post medieval shielings (HA6-9, HA11-15), various modern or undated quarrying sites (HA10, 

HA185, HA186) and three undated (likely post-medieval structures comprising a farmstead and 

two shielings (HA1-3). Of the features recorded through LiDAR located within the Landfall Area 

and Landfall Substation location, several appear to be reflected in a single Canmore point record 

referring to “enclosures” (HA16). Finally, a section of tramway associated with the late 19th 

century Stornoway Paraffin Works was recorded through archaeological monitoring in the 

southeast of the Onshore Cable Corridor (HA17).

11.6.1.5 In addition to the heritage assets within the Core Study Area and the Peatland Restoration 

locations there a further 158 heritage assets within the 1 km Study Area, as identified in Table 1-3

of Appendix A11.2: Gazetteer, Volume 4.

Previously Recorded Archaeological Historic Assets

Landfall Substation

11.6.1.6 A series of enclosures were recorded (HA16) in the 2011 RCAHMS aerial survey within an area of

coastal machair grassland at the site of the proposed Landfall Substation. These have been 

mapped in more detail through analysis of LiDAR data for this project and the results are

presented in Figure 11.3, Volume 3. This shows a series of sub-rectangular enclosures measuring 

between approximately 35 m to 65 m in width, as well as a series of linear features. To the eastern 

and northern sides of the enclosures there are extensive areas of former rigg cultivation, 

suggesting that this is an area of former settlement. There is no dating evidence directly related to 

these enclosures, though evidence shows settlement of this area from the prehistoric period 

onwards and an early medieval to medieval date for these features is possible.

11.6.1.7 An initial phase of trial trenching was undertaken within this area in September 2024, with the 

excavation of 15 trial trenches across the site of the proposed Landfall Substation. The identified
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stratigraphy comprised a dark brown silty loam topsoil which directly overlaid a yellow/grey sand 

subsoil onto a dark brown silty sand with very large boulders. The trial trenches were located to 

test the footprint of the proposed Landfall Substation and did not intersect with any of the 

features identified in the LiDAR data. The results of the trial trenching were entirely negative, with 

no features of archaeological interest identified. 

Onshore Cable Corridor 

11.6.1.8 Most of the recorded historic assets within the Onshore Cable Corridor relate to post-medieval 

agricultural activity, reflecting the principal historic use of the land through which the Onshore 

Cable Corridor passes. Of these, 11 are single or groups of shieling huts which have been 

identified on historic Ordnance Survey maps. Shieling huts are largely dated to the post-medieval 

period, or are undated, and in some cases may be medieval in date. These are generally indicative 

of transhumance and were used by the farmers and their families for residence during the summer 

to enable the livestock to graze the common grazing of the moorland. The presence of these 

sheiling huts indicates that in the post-medieval period, this area would have been at the margins 

of the main settlement and the enclosed agricultural fields.  

11.6.1.9 The shieling huts which are located within the Onshore Cable Corridor are listed below:  

• A single unroofed shieling-hut is depicted on the 1st edition (1851-53) of the Ordnance 

Survey six-inch map but not visible on the 1973 Ordnance Survey map (HA2); 

• A single unroofed shieling-hut is depicted on the 1st edition (1851-53) of the Ordnance 

Survey six-inch map but not visible on the 1973 Ordnance Survey map (HA3); 

• A single roofed shieling-hut is depicted on the 1st edition (1851-53) of the Ordnance Survey 

six-inch map (HA6); 

• A single unroofed shieling-hut is depicted on the 1st edition (1851-53) of the Ordnance 

Survey six-inch map (HA7); 

• Possibly a single roofed shieling-hut is depicted on the 1st edition (1851-53) of the Ordnance 

Survey six-inch map (HA8); 

• Two unroofed shieling-huts are depicted on the 1st edition (1851-53) of the Ordnance Survey 

six-inch map (HA9); 

• Two roofed shieling-huts are depicted on the 1st edition (1851-53) of the Ordnance Survey 

six-inch map. Two conjoined unroofed buildings which may be shieling-huts are shown on the 

1973 edition of the Ordnance Survey map (HA11); 

• A single unroofed shieling-hut is depicted on the 1st edition (1851-53) of the Ordnance 

Survey six-inch map (HA12); 

• A single unroofed shieling-hut is depicted on the 1st edition (1851-53) of the Ordnance 

Survey six-inch map (HA13); 

• Three roofed shieling-huts are depicted on the 1st edition (1851-53) of the Ordnance Survey 

six-inch map, but it is not shown on the 1973 edition of the Ordnance Survey map (HA14); 
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• A single roofed shieling-hut is depicted on the 1st edition (1851-53) of the Ordnance Survey 

six-inch map, but it is not shown on the 1973 edition of the Ordnance Survey map (HA15). 

11.6.1.10 Another recorded building which was related to agricultural use of the area is a farmstead, 

comprising one unroofed building and one enclosure depicted on the 1st edition (1851-53) of the 

Ordnance Survey six-inch map (HA1). The site of the farmstead is located adjacent to Allt Thuagro 

watercourse, which will be crossed through a trenchless crossing, using horizontal directional drill.  

11.6.1.11 There are also two boundary features, known as head-dykes, which have been identified on 

historic Ordnance Survey maps. These are shown on the historic maps as linear boundary features 

and may have been formed of earth banks or turf walls. Head dykes were typically used to mark 

the boundaries between agricultural land and open land used as rough grazing. The head dykes 

which cross the Onshore Cable Corridor may date from the medieval to post-medieval periods 

and are: 

• An extensive system of head-dykes which runs roughly northeast to southwest and is depicted 

on the first edition (1851-53) of the Ordnance Survey six-inch map. Some lengths of head-

dyke are shown on the 1973 edition of the Ordnance Survey (HA4); 

• A head-dyke running from NB 394 331 to NB 395 339 is depicted on the 1st edition (1851-53) 

of the Ordnance Survey 6-inch map (Island of Lewis, Ross-shire 1854, sheet 20), but it is not 

shown on the 1973 edition of the Ordnance Survey 1:10000 map (HA5). 

11.6.1.12 The Onshore Cable Corridor also passes approximately 500 m to the west of the site of the former 

Lewis Chemical Works or Stornoway Paraffin Works, which was opened by Sir James Matheson to 

extract paraffin and other products from the peat (HA166).  The works were opened in 1857 and 

ceased production in 1874. Whilst the site of the works itself is outside of the Onshore Cable 

Corridor, the Onshore Cable Corridor does pass through an area used for peat extraction, and 

which contains the former peat cuttings, as well as the line of a canal and tramways (HA17) which 

were used to transport the peat to the works. Previous archaeological monitoring undertaken 

within this area has established that the tramways were formed of embankments built up using 

dried peat blocks. 

11.6.1.13 A summary list of the recorded features of archaeological interest within the Onshore Cable 

Corridor is included as Table 11-12. 

Table 11-12 Recorded Features of Archaeological Interest within the Onshore Cable Corridor 

Name Location Date Value 

Shieling-huts identified on historic 

Ordnance Survey mapping 

   

• HA2 NB 38950 45060 Undated Low 

• HA3 NB 40075 40335 Undated Low 
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Name Location Date Value 

• HA6 NB 3990 4164 Post-Medieval Low 

• HA7 NB 4022 3980 Medieval to Post-Medieval Low 

• HA8 NB 4100 3865 Medieval to Post-Medieval Low 

• HA9 NB 4109 3757 Medieval to Post-Medieval Low 

• HA11 NB 3917 3178 Post-Medieval Low 

• HA12 NB 3920 4435 Medieval to Post-Medieval Low 

• HA13 NB 3943 4351 Medieval to Post-Medieval Low 

• HA14 NB 3824 3358 Medieval to Post-Medieval Low 

• HA15 NB 3832 3344 Medieval to Post-Medieval Low 

Site of farmstead and enclosure 

identified within the Onshore Cable 

Corridor location (HA1) 

NB 37910 46730 Undated Low 

Field boundary features (head-dykes) 

(HA4 and HA5)   

NB 365 482 and NB 

396 335 

Medieval to Post-Medieval Low 

Line of canal and former tramways 

associated with the former Lewis 

Chemical Works (HA17) 

NB 39828 33136 Post-Medieval Low 

Grid Substation 

11.6.1.14 There are no identified heritage assets within the site of the Grid Substation. 

Peatland Restoration Areas 

11.6.1.15 Within the Peatland Restoration Areas outside the Cable Corridor there are seven heritage assets 

(see Figure 11.2, Volume 3). A summary of these assets is presented in Table 11-13. 

Table 11-13 Recorded Features of Archaeological Interest within the Peatland Restoration Areas 

Name Location Date Value 

A pair of stones, one standing, the 

other prostrate and probably fallen, 

possibly the remains of a circle 

largely destroyed by the adjacent 

road. (HA65) 

NB 3691 5247 Prehistoric Medium 

The site of a possible settlement 

enclosure exposed during peat 

cutting, recorded on an oblique 

aerial photograph. (HA123) 

NB 4002 3396 Prehistoric Medium 

Field survey recorded a possible hut 

circle occupying a roughly circular 

and level platform. The possible hut 

circle is poorly preserved, and 

measures 12 m in diameter within 

NB 37267 52796 Undated/Prehistoric Low 
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Name Location Date Value 

remains of an enclosing turf bank 

spread to 1.2 m wide and up to 

0.2 m high. May be a small stock 

enclosure (HA184). 

A quarry scoop identified through 

field survey (HA185). 

NB 37252 52804 Undated Negligible 

An extensive area of quarrying 

identified through field survey 

(HA186). 

NB 37315 52796 Undated Negligible 

The poorly preserved remains of a 

possible hut circle identified 

through field survey. May be a stock 

enclosure (HA187). 

NB 37190 52608 Undated/Prehistoric Low 

Druim Dubh, stone circle, sixteen 

stones, all toppled, nine fully buried 

in peat. Scheduled Monument 

SM5504 (HA206) 

NB 38253 30534 Prehistoric High 

Potential for Presence of Previously Unrecorded Archaeological Remains 

Landfall Substation 

11.6.1.16 The area of the Landfall Substation has high potential to contain prehistoric remains based on 

recorded evidence within the 1km Study Area with coastal settlement within the machair grassland 

of the Barvas/Barabhas area, spanning the Neolithic to Iron Age, and including remains of 

settlement, including structural remains and midden deposits, inhumations and artefact finds. 

Remains of settlement activity could be of medium cultural heritage significance, depending on 

preservation and extent, derived from archaeological interest. Human remains would be of high 

cultural heritage significance derived from archaeological interest. 

11.6.1.17 Though the trial trenching undertaken (Appendix A11.4: Trial Trenching Report, Volume 4) did 

not identify any archaeological remains, the concentration and extent of known archaeology 

within the area of the Landfall Substation to the west of the A857 does still indicate a high 

potential to contain early medieval and medieval remains, with potential for further settlement 

remains associated with those identified by aerial survey (HA16) and on LiDAR imagery, and other 

evidence for medieval settlement in this area, such as a record of at least two sub-rectangular 

buildings within midden deposits within the 1 km Study Area (HA62). Such remains could be of 

medium heritage significance. 

Onshore Cable Corridor 

11.6.1.18 The Onshore Cable Corridor to the east of the A857 indicates a much reduced concentration of 

known archaeology which suggests a likely low potential for prehistoric remains, with a moderate 
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potential in the area of Loch Airigh na Lic, based on the presence of previously recorded evidence 

for settlement and palaeoenvironmental remains at Loch Airigh na Lic (HA123) and Loch Cnoc 

a’Choilidh (HA151). 

11.6.1.19 There is a low to moderate potential for early medieval remains and an uncertain, but high 

potential for medieval remains, with many examples of human activity within the Onshore Cable 

Corridor and 1 km Study Area which may have originated in the medieval period, although it is 

possible that they are later post-medieval features. For example, the site of several potential pre-

clearance sheiling huts (HA7-9, HA12-15) are recorded on 1st edition Ordnance Survey mapping 

across the southern half of the Onshore Cable Corridor. 

11.6.1.20 There is a high potential to contain post-medieval remains as, in addition to the medieval to post-

medieval dykes and sheiling huts, a further two sheiling huts, recorded as dating to the post-

medieval period and identified in 1st edition OS mapping, are located within the southern extent 

of the Onshore Cable Corridor (HA6, HA11). There is a potential for the presence of similar 

feature types which have not been previously mapped. 

Grid Substation 

11.6.1.21 The Grid Substation has a low potential for prehistoric remains, though the lack of evidence for 

remains and recorded features from the prehistoric period may be due to a lack of archaeological 

investigation in this area. The Grid Substation location does have a deposit of peat, with a 

potential for the presence of deposits of palaeoenvironmental interest.  There is also a low 

potential for early medieval, medieval and post-medieval remains, due to the lack of evidence for 

remains and recorded features from these periods and this area was likely to have been used for 

grazing. 

Peatland Restoration Areas 

11.6.1.22 The Peatland Restoration Area to the northeast of the Landfall Substation and Onshore Cable 

Corridor has a moderate potential of previously unrecorded prehistoric remains, based on the 

heritage assets that may date to this period already recorded within this area (HA65, HA184, 

HA187). There is a low potential for archaeological remains for the early medieval and medieval 

periods within this area, given the absence of recorded heritage assets of these periods. There is a 

moderate potential for remains of post-medieval and modern date, assuming the undated 

recorded heritage assets within this area date from these periods (HA185, HA186). 
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Assets Potentially Affected by Change in Setting 

Landfall Substation 

Barvas, Church of Scotland Category B Listed Building (LB5762) 

Asset Description 

11.6.1.23 Parish Church, Bravas, Lewis, was originally a United Free Church, built in 1910. It has a piended (or 

hipped) roof and is a large box-type structure, with tall and narrow round arched lights, five-bay 

flanks, west entrance front with centre door flanked by single windows and with belfry over, wall 

head stack in corresponding position on opposite wall, above low vestry outshot. There is original 

small-paned glazing and a modern dry-ash and slate roof. One of a series of three near-identical 

churches, the others being at Garrabost and Cross/Cros. The asset is assessed to be of medium 

value. 

Setting 

11.6.1.24 The church is located on the southeast side of the A857, set back from the road within a plot 

comprising a mix of surfaced carparking and lawn. The church is surrounded by a low stone-

capped wall, with gated entrances on the west and south sides. Access off the main road is over a 

culverted drain. The access is shared with other properties to the rear, south and east of the 

church. A war memorial (unveiled in 2016) is located to the northwest, outside the walled church 

grounds. The church occupies relatively elevated ground overlooking the lower lying land to the 

north/northwest comprising rough pasture, which is generally undeveloped, except for properties 

along Loch St. Distant partial, filtered views of Loch Mor Bharabhais and the sea are also possible 

on the horizon. The church is also visible in long views from the rear of properties along Loch St to 

the northeast, but these would be in the context of other buildings, planting, overhead lines (OHL) 

and street furniture.  

11.6.1.25 Buildings and planting along the A857 serve to limit views of the church on the approach from 

either direction along the road. Land to north is undeveloped gently undulating rough pasture 

which rises toward the horizon, allowing long intervening views in that direction. This, together 

with a general lack of built form immediately surrounding the church (excepting those to the rear) 

creates a sense of openness. The church’s visual connection with the surrounding properties and 

landscape, and its relatively elevated position, emphasis its status and its function as a church 

serving the local rural community, making a medium value contribution to its significance. 

Barvas, Free Church (Near Lower Barvas) Category C Listed Building (LB5763) 

Asset Description 
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11.6.1.26 The building is a 19th century church with a tall symmetrical and rectangular plan. To the front, 

there is a gabled two storey narrow centre jamb. The building is probably a vestry and session 

house; flanking on either side are a pair of tall, square-headed and multi-paned windows and door 

placed close to either gable. Walls (including perimeter walls) are covered in modern dry dash, 

with slate roofs, and fireclay vase finials over main gables. The asset is assessed to be of low value. 

Setting 

11.6.1.27 The church is located in Lower Barvas / Barabhas larach, on the east side of the River Barvas / 

Abhainn Bharabhais. The church is set on the south side of the A858, within a plot given over 

entirely to a surfaced car park. This is bounded by a ditch and rough pasture, with single storey 

houses to the east and west along the A858. Land to the south is undeveloped rough pasture, and 

the topography rises steeply, limiting views in this direction. The church occupies a slightly 

elevated position, relative to the surrounding land to the north and east, with long sweeping views 

overlooking the properties of Lower Barvas / Barabhas larach (primarily focused on Loch St) and 

the River Barvas / Abhainn Bharabhais, which flows north to meet Loch Mor Bharabhais. The 

church would be visible in short and long views from those properties to the north and west, 

though views of the church are generally possible only within the context of other buildings, 

planting, OHL and street furniture. The relative size and distinct architectural character of the 

church compared to other properties along the A858 help distinguish it in views from the north 

and west.  

11.6.1.28 The location of the church on slightly elevated ground and with a general lack of surrounding built 

form, including any above ground boundary, enables good intervisibility with the surrounding 

landscape and properties scattered along Loch St, which gives some emphasis to its function as a 

church for the community of Lower Barvas / Barabhas larach. The setting is assessed to make a 

low value contribution to the value of the asset. 

Grid Substation  

Druim Dubh, Stone Circle (SM5504) 

Asset Description 

11.6.1.29 The scheduled remains of Druim Dubh stone circle (SM5504) survive on a small hillock 

immediately north of the A895 and opposite a vacant garage and residential property. The site 

comprises 16 fallen megaliths which are partially buried under peat.  Research carried out by 

Margaret and Ron Curtis in the early 1990s indicates that the stones had once formed an elliptical 

stone circle. Their study suggests that the stones were originally felled in antiquity, perhaps when 

the stone circle was ‘laid to rest’ (Curtis, R and Curtis, M 1996). As with many of the stone circles 

on Lewis it is speculated that the monument was once formed to observe celestial movements 

linked to the solstices, with speculation that stones were aligned on the setting points for the sun 

and moon, and to observe the transects through the southern sky. The monument appears to be 
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an isolated feature in this area of Lewis, with no intervisibility to any other known stone circles or 

other monumental archaeological sites. Only parts of the stone circle are visible, these having 

been revealed by peat cutting, and the monument is not prominent, the low-lying remains being 

difficult to distinguish from the surrounding peatland.   

11.6.1.30 It is difficult to gain an understanding of the layout of the site in its current state of preservation. 

The asset is assessed to be of high value.  

Setting 

11.6.1.31 The A859 public road runs immediately past the southern edge of the monument, and two rows of 

electricity pylons are present immediately north of the monument. These pylons originally ran 

across the site but were moved to avoid it in the 1990s. The development of a blanket peat 

covered landscape is longer term change in the setting that would have begun after the 

construction of the stone circle, and potentially after its toppling. 

11.6.1.32 The current setting of the stone circle adds little to the understanding or appreciation of the 

monument. The garage, woodland block and house immediately to the east, along with the A895 

are prominent modern features. Views northward from its hillock location, and to a lesser extent 

views to the east, reflect its relatively prominent position in the surrounding landscape and 

provide a sense of the distinctive island landscape, while the prominently visible and discernible 

elements of the overhead lines, modern buildings and the road are detracting elements. In its 

toppled and partially buried state more potentially more precise elements in the original setting, 

such as astronomical alignments, cannot be discerned.  

11.6.1.33 Although the monument is nationally important, with potential for the survival of structural 

remains of the monument to yield further information on the structure of the monument, and its 

purpose as a ritual prehistoric structure, the contribution of the current setting to the 

understanding and appreciation of the asset is of low value.   

Cnoc na Croich, Chambered Cairn (SM6550) 

Asset Description 

11.6.1.34 The remains of a large prehistoric chambered cairn (SM6550) stand on the summit of Cnoc na 

Croich. The cairn now forms part of the Lews Castle and Lady Lever Garden and Designed 

Landscape (GDL) that surrounds Lews Castle. As part of the landscaping for the GDL in the 19th 

century woodland was planted around the cairn and a path was laid around its eastern side. In 

addition, a drystone cairn was built at the northeast edge of the cairn, in commemoration of a 

royal visit to the island in 1902. The asset is assessed as being of high value. 

Setting 
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11.6.1.35 There are long distance views out to the surrounding landscape in some directions from the cairn.  

The two Aird Thunga cairns, Dunan chambered cairn (SM1663) and Allt an-t-Sniomh, chambered 

cairn (SM5330), which lie approximately 5 km to the northeast, may possibly be contemporary 

with the Cnoc na Croich cairn and have deliberate intervisibility between the sites. There is no 

intervisibility between the cairn and the stone circle present at Druim Dubh (SM5504), views to 

which are obstructed by a natural rise in topography to the west. Intervisibility with locations to 

the west is relatively restricted due to permanent woodland to the east of the cairn. In views 

towards the location of the cairn the overall position is prominent in views from the east across 

Stornoway harbour but is less prominent when viewed from the west. The precise location of the 

cairn cannot be discerned due to tree cover. The current setting of the cairn makes some 

contribution to its understanding and appreciation in terms of its occupying a relatively prominent 

location and thereby perhaps being a statement of control or influence over the local area, 

although its location within policy woodland obscures the viewer’s ability to understand 

interpretations of its contemporaneous landscape setting during its period of use and the 

intention behind its location. The setting is assessed as making a medium value contribution the 

value of the asset. 

War Memorial Category B Listed Building (LB19211) 

Asset Description 

11.6.1.36 The Lewis War Memorial (LB19211), erected in 1920 to commemorate the end of the First World 

War, and also those who lost their lives in the sinking of HMY Iolaire. It stands on a low hillock 

(Cnoc nan Uan) on the northern edge of Stornoway / Steornabhaigh town within an area of open 

heath land.  The memorial takes the form of a Scottish Baronial Tower which rises to a height of 

approximately 26 m and is a striking and prominent landmark in Lewis. The tower is a visitor 

attraction and, as well as a viewing area at the base, there is a staircase leading to the top, though 

it remains closed due to the condition of the structure. However, from the base panoramic views 

can be gained out to the surrounding landscape in all directions, taking in both the built-up areas 

of Stornoway / Steornabhaigh town and the flat open moorland landscape of Lewis. The tower is a 

Category B Listed Building and of medium heritage value.   

Setting 

11.6.1.37 As a memorial its siting in the landscape is one element of its purpose, having been sited where it 

is a conspicuous landmark widely visible in the landscape that affords views of the contrasting 

landscapes of Lewis, from coastal, small-scale crofting townships to Stornoway / Steornabhaigh 

town. Since its construction the location has been somewhat encroached on by modern housing 

and industrial/commercial developments. As a memorial monument general views towards the 

asset from the surrounding area, particularly Stornoway, are probably the most significant element 

of the setting, with views from the memorial towards the communities affected by the war also 
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being of some significance. The setting of the asset is assessed to make a medium value 

contribution to the value of the asset.    

Lews Castle and Lady Lever Park (GDL00263) 

Asset Description 

11.6.1.38 Lews Castle and Lady Lever Park (GDL00263) is a 19th century estate landscape predominantly 

comprising areas of woodland on a hillside on the northwest side of Stornoway Harbour / Cala 

Steornabhaigh overlooking the town with the ground sloping down to the harbour. The parkland 

was laid out around Lews Castle (LB18677), a Category A listed building, which was constructed in 

the mid-19th century by James Matheson after he had purchased the island of Lewis for from Mrs 

Stewart-Mackenzie of Seaforth. In 1918, Lews Castle and its surrounding policies (improved 

grounds surrounding the house) were bought by Lord Leverhulme, who gifted the Castle to the 

Stornoway Parish in the early 1920s. In the 1950s, the Castle became a college, and a new complex 

of campus buildings was built within the original walled garden of the castle. Today, the castle 

stands next to a complex of modern campus buildings.  

11.6.1.39 The woodland policies surrounding the castle and forming the GDL were planted at the same time 

as the construction of the castle, necessitating the importation of large quantities of soil to the site 

to encourage tree growth; the woodland policies contrast with the surrounding open treeless 

moorland and create an area of enclosed parkland and policies. 

11.6.1.40 The parkland of Lady Lever Park, which lies to the north of the castle, now forms the Stornoway 

Golf Course and comprises area of amenity grassland. Castle Park, to the south of the castle is on 

sloping ground and surrounded by woodland which extends to the remainder of the GDL. The 

extent of mature woodland is unusual in the context of the Western Isles and includes sycamore, 

beech, ash, elm, pine, rowan, oak, horse chestnut and firs. 

11.6.1.41 The southern boundary of the GDL is located along the wooded southern bank of Abhainn 

Ghrioda, from where the wooded slopes rises from approximately 30 m AOD to a high point of 

around 65 m AOD before descending to the area of the castle and Stornoway Harbour / Cala 

Steornabhaigh. The western boundary is marked by the line of the A859 north from Creed Bridge, 

with the A – road enclosing the parkland on its western and northern sides. The eastern boundary 

is bordered by the town of Stornoway / Steornabhaigh and Stornoway Harbour / Cala 

Steornabhaigh itself. Marrybank Quarry occupies a large part of the western side of the GDL.    

11.6.1.42 The castle is a focal point within the Lews Castle and Lady Lever Park GDL and other associated 

listed buildings and structures, including lodges (LB18815, LB18816, LB18817) and driveway 

bridges (LB18827), are also present within the GDL. The remains of a large prehistoric chambered 

cairn is also present on the summit of Cnoc na Croich (SM6550). As part of the landscaping for 

the GDL in the 19th century, woodland was planted around the cairn, and a path was laid around 
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its eastern side. Additionally, a drystone cairn was built at the northeast edge of the cairn in 

commemoration of a royal visit to the island in 1902. The asset is assessed to be of high value. 

Setting 

11.6.1.43 As previously noted, the castle is a focal point within the Lews Castle and Lady Lever Park GDL and 

its crenelated towers are visible above the woodland policies, across the harbour, from Percival 

Square in Stornoway, and this view is an important element in the appreciation of the assets and 

an important element of the setting of the GDL as a whole. In other views from Stornoway, the 

GDL provides a scenic backdrop to views from the town, and the link between the GDL, town, and 

harbour contributes strongly to the setting of the GDL. To the west, however, the margins of the 

GDL and its immediate surroundings are more characterised by industrial and extractive industries, 

and inward views are more generally restricted by topography and established woodland both 

within and to the south of the GDL. This is particularly notable in views from the A859. 

Consequently, the positive contribution of setting to the GDL in term of views toward and across 

the GDL is largely restricted to its interaction with Stornoway Harbour / Cala Steornabhaigh. 

11.6.1.44 The main views from the castle and the GDL are particularly concentrated on Stornoway / 

Steornabhaigh town and the harbour area to the east. There are no apparent specific avenues or 

vistas looking out from the GDL westwards to the surrounding landscape, although panoramic 

views are afforded from parts of Gallows Hill (Cnoc na Croich), which lies in the southern area of 

the GDL, taking in Stornoway, the eastern coast of the Island, and inland across open moorland. 

Much of the setting of the GDL is itself, particularly within the more heavily wooded areas, which 

restrict longer distance views. The main more open element of the setting is the views toward 

Stornoway / Steornabhaigh town and the harbour area to the east. The contribution of these 

elements to the understanding and appreciation of the asset are assessed to be of high value. 

11.6.2 FUTURE BASELINE 

11.6.2.1 There are no committed development(s) or other forecasted changes that will materially alter the 

historic environment baseline conditions with respect to the onshore archaeology and cultural 

heritage assessment, though some non-significant effects may occur due to setting change with 

respect to Druim Dubh, stone circle (SM5504), Cnoc na Croich, chambered cairn (SM6550), Lewis 

War Memorial (LB19211) and on Lews Castle and Lady Lever Park (GDL00263) due to the SSEN 

Lewis Hub (see Section 11.13). The future baseline in relation to onshore archaeology and cultural 

heritage is therefore expected to be the same as the present. The heritage assets within the 

baseline are a generally stable resource, which have reached equilibrium with their environment 

and do not change (i.e., deteriorate) unless their environment changes as a result of human 

intervention or natural effects. For upstanding heritage assets, there may be some decay over time 

independent of the presence or absence of the Onshore Project. 
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11.7 BASIS FOR ENVIRONMENT IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

11.7.1 MAXIMUM DESIGN SCENARIO  

11.7.1.1 Assessing using a parameter-based design envelope approach means that the assessment 

considers a maximum design scenario whilst allowing the flexibility to make improvements in the 

future in ways that cannot be predicted at the time of submission of the consent applications. The 

assessment of the maximum adverse scenario for each receptor establishes the maximum 

potential adverse impact and as a result impacts of greater adverse significance would not arise 

should any other development scenario (as described in Chapter 3: Project Description, Volume 

2) to that assessed within this Chapter be taken forward in the final scheme design. 

11.7.1.2 The maximum parameters and assessment assumptions that have been identified to be relevant to 

onshore cultural heritage are outlined in Table 11-14 and are in line with Chapter 3: Project 

Description, Volume 2.  

Table 11-14 Maximum Parameters and Assessment Assumptions for Impacts on Onshore Archaeology and Cultural Heritage 

Project Phase and 

Activity/Impact 

Maximum Assessment Assumptions Justification 

Construction 

Landfall Substation Substation footprint: 18,200 m² 

Footprint of temporary construction 

compounds: 14,400 m² 

Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) pond area: 

3,600 m2 

Onshore temporary Horizontal Directional 

Drilling (HDD) construction drilling area: 

120,000 m2 

Access track length – new track, Option A: 

12000 m, Option B: 1800m 

Access track width (Option A and B): 10 m 

Overall site footprint (construction): 60,000 m2 

Peat management  

Maximum height of substation: 15 m 

Total duration of construction works: 48 months 

Parameters defined in design 

freeze 

Peat management to be in 

accordance with Supporting 

Document 6.8: Outline Soil 

and Peat Management Plan, 

Volume 6 

 

Onshore Cable Route Grid transmission route length onshore: 32 km 

Temporary onshore electrical cable corridor 

swathe width and area (construction): 375 m-

450 m in general and increase to 250 m at 

significant crossing 

Typical width of excavation: 33-50 m  

Temporary haul roads length: 28 km,  

Parameters defined in design 

freeze 

Typical width of excavation 

based on cable route sections 

assuming cable trenches to 

either side of a 6 m haul road, 
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Project Phase and 

Activity/Impact 

Maximum Assessment Assumptions Justification 

Temporary haul roads width, 6 m within the 

excavation width 12.4 km to be repurposed as 

Multiuse Pathway    

Peat management  

Duration of construction works: 36 months 

edge drainage and soil storage 

areas.  

Peat management to be in 

accordance with Supporting 

Document 6.8 Outline Soil 

and Peat Management Plan, 

Volume 6. 

Grid Substation Substation footprint: 58,100 m² 

Footprint of temporary construction 

compounds: 33,840 m² 

Access track length – new track: 400 m 

Access track width: 10 m 

Peat management  

Maximum height of substation: 15 m 

Total duration of construction works: 48 months 

Parameters defined in design 

freeze 

Peat management to be in 

accordance with a Supporting 

Document 6.8 Outline Soil 

and Peat Management Plan, 

Volume 6. 

Operation and Maintenance 

All onshore elements Assumed that there would be no additional 

ground disturbance, with any excavations 

required for repair or maintenance anticipated 

to be within previously developed land.  

Chapter 3: Project 

Description, Volume 2. 

Decommissioning 

All onshore elements Assumed that there would be no additional 

ground disturbance, with decommissioning 

following a reverse order of the installation 

activities with some infrastructure potentially 

left in situ, and subject to a Decommissioning 

Plan. 

Chapter 3: Project 

Description, Volume 2. 

11.7.2 EMBEDDED MITIGATION MEASURES 

11.7.2.1 As part of the Onshore Project design process, a number of embedded mitigation measures have 

been adopted to reduce the potential for impacts on onshore archaeology and cultural heritage, 

and these have evolved over the development process as the EIA has progressed and in response 

to consultation. 

11.7.2.2 The embedded mitigation measures also include those that have been identified as good or 

standard practice and include actions that would be undertaken to meet existing legislation 

requirements, conforming with the definition of embedded mitigation given in Chapter 5: 

Approach to EIA, Volume 2 (Section 5.7.4). As there is a commitment to implementing the 

embedded mitigation, and also to various standard sectoral practices and procedures, they are 
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considered inherently part of the design of the Project and are set out in this EIAR. As such, 

embedded mitigation includes such processes as archaeological monitoring and investigation of 

heritage assets that are potentially physically impacted by the Onshore Project (Appendix A11.5: 

Onshore Outline Written Scheme of Investigation, Volume 4). 

11.7.2.3 Table 11-15 sets out the relevant embedded mitigation measures within the design and how 

these affect the onshore archaeology and cultural heritage assessment. 

Table 11-15 Relevant Onshore Cultural Heritage and Archaeology Embedded Mitigation Measures 

ID Environmental measure proposed Project phase 

measure 

introduced 

How the 

environmental 

measures will be 

secured 

Relevance to 

onshore 

archaeology and 

cultural heritage 

assessment 

C028 Prior to construction, a detailed 

Written Scheme of Investigation 

(WSI) will be prepared which will 

outline the proactive management 

of mitigation impacts on 

archaeology and cultural heritage. 

Scoping CEMP, Planning 

Condition 

The WSI will 

outline where 

additional 

measures are 

required to 

complement 

design 

mitigation, e.g. 

fencing off 

heritage assets, 

and also any 

additional 

mitigation where 

physical impacts 

on heritage 

assets are 

unavoidable due 

to construction 

activities. 

C029 The onshore cable route will be  

completely buried underground for 

its entire length 

Scoping CEMP, Planning 

Condition 

The measure will 

substantially  

reduce visual 

perception of the  

onshore cable, 

minimising 

indirect effects 

on historic 

environment  
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ID Environmental measure proposed Project phase 

measure 

introduced 

How the 

environmental 

measures will be 

secured 

Relevance to 

onshore 

archaeology and 

cultural heritage 

assessment 

receptors 

through changes 

to their setting. 

The measure will 

result in direct 

impacts on 

buried deposits 

of potential 

archaeological 

interest. 

C030 An Onshore Archaeological Clerk of 

Works (ACoW) will be appointed for 

the duration of the construction 

phase as required. The ACoW will 

provide advice, monitoring and 

supervision in the completion of 

agreed archaeological works. The 

ACoW will also provide advice on 

micro-siting of elements of the 

onshore construction and areas for 

peat storage and re-use, where this 

may affect archaeological remains. 

The ACoW role will be undertaken in 

accordance with a WSI to be agreed 

with Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.   

The ACoW will be suitably qualified 

and experienced, commensurate 

with the responsibilities of this role 

as outlined. 

Construction CEMP, Planning 

Condition 

To minimise 

disturbance to 

archaeological 

remains during 

construction and 

ensure 

mitigation is 

properly 

implemented. 

C031 There will be no temporary or 

permanent storage or re-use of peat 

within 20 m of the location of any 

designated historic assets. 

Construction CEMP, Planning 

Condition 

Storage of peat 

within 

designated 

historic assets 

has the potential 

to adversely 

affect designated 

historic assets, 

either through 

damaging or 
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ID Environmental measure proposed Project phase 

measure 

introduced 

How the 

environmental 

measures will be 

secured 

Relevance to 

onshore 

archaeology and 

cultural heritage 

assessment 

obscuring the 

affected remains.    

C032 Where peat storage or re-use will 

require excavation for ground 

smoothing, benching, or bunds then 

this will seek to avoid areas of 

known and potential archaeological 

interest. Particular attention will be 

paid to avoiding features of 

potential high or medium value.   

Construction CEMP, Planning 

Condition 

Additional 

ground 

disturbance for 

the storage or 

re-use of peat 

has the potential 

to disturb 

archaeological 

remains.   

C033 Avoidance of direct physical impacts 

to known Onshore Archaeology and 

Cultural Heritage. Through the 

iterative design process, onshore 

infrastructure will be located to 

avoid any known historic assets as 

far as practicable. 

Scoping CEMP, Planning 

Condition 

The measure 

minimises 

disturbance to 

known 

archaeological 

remains. 

11.8 ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS: CONSTRUCTION PHASE 

11.8.1 EFFECTS ARISING FROM PHYSICAL DISTURBANCE 

Landfall Substation 

Enclosures (HA16) Recorded within the Landfall Substation 

Value of Receptor  

11.8.1.1 A series of enclosures were recorded via the 2011 RCAHMS aerial survey. They form a series of 

sub-rectangular enclosures within, and adjacent to, the Landfall Substation boundary, tentatively 

interpreted as evidence of potential early medieval to medieval settlement. The non-designated 

heritage assets are considered to be medium value, reflecting that the assets are of potential 

regional archaeological interest, through their potential to contain evidence of settlement with 

associated cultivation remains and gain a greater understanding of the age of the remains. 
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Magnitude 

11.8.1.2 Including embedded mitigation in the form of avoidance of disturbance and archaeological 

investigation of impacted assets, the magnitude of the impact to these assets is considered to be 

minor.  

Significance of Effect 

11.8.1.3 The significance of effect is of Minor (Adverse) significance, which is not significant in EIA terms.  

Potential for Previously Unrecorded Archaeological Remains 

Value of Receptor 

11.8.1.4  There is a high potential for previously unrecorded archaeological remains to be present within 

the Landfall Substation as identified in Appendix A11.3: Cultural Heritage Baseline Report, 

Volume 4. Evidence for prehistoric activity is recorded including coastal settlement within the 

machair grassland of the Barvas / Barabhas area spanning the Neolithic to Iron Age and including 

remains of settlement, including structural remains and midden deposits, inhumations and artefact 

finds. There is also evidence for early medieval remains within the vicinity of the Landfall 

Substation. The former location of St Mary’s church located within Cladh Mhuire Cemetery is 

approximately 300 m south of the Landfall Substation (HA157), and at least two sub-rectangular 

buildings, alongside pottery, uncovered within midden deposits, are located immediately south of 

the Landfall Substation, Onshore Cable Corridor and Grid Substation locations (HA62). Further 

evidence for medieval settlement within the coastal area include a shell midden (HA195), sheiling 

huts (HA133) and a possible demolished mill (HA37). There is also a potential for the presence of 

post-medieval agricultural features. The value of the any archaeological deposits assets 

encountered is unknown but could range from medium to negligible cultural heritage value, 

reflecting that assets are of potential local to regional archaeological interest. 

Magnitude  

11.8.1.5  As the precise extent unrecorded archaeological assets is not known, the magnitude of impact, if 

any, on previously unrecorded assets cannot be predicted with certainty. The range of previous 

investigations within the area and therefore degree to which known assets can be delineated 

suggests that it is less likely that any impacts will completely remove archaeological assets. It is 

concluded that including embedded mitigation in the form of archaeological monitoring, the 

magnitude of the impact to these assets as a result of the construction of the Landfall Substation 

platform and associated elements is considered to range from minor to negligible.  

Significance of Effect 

11.8.1.6 The significance of effect ranges between Minor (Adverse) and Negligible significance, which is 

not significant in EIA terms. 
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Onshore Cable Corridor 

Shieling Huts Identified within the Onshore Cable Corridor (HA2, HA3, HA6, HA7, HA8, HA9, HA11, HA12, 

HA13, HA14, HA15) 

Value of Receptor 

11.8.1.7 Several sheiling huts have been identified within the Onshore Cable Corridor. These will be crossed 

by the Onshore Cable Corridor, which would result in disturbance to the fabric of the huts. Sheiling 

huts were temporary dwellings used by rural communities during the summer months. They 

served as a base for herders and their families while they tended to their livestock in the fertile 

upland pastures. The non-designated historic assets are considered to be of low cultural heritage 

value, reflecting that the assets are of potential local archaeological interest, through their 

potential to contain evidence of settlement with associated cultivation remains and gain a greater 

understanding of the age of the remains.  

Magnitude  

11.8.1.8  Including embedded mitigation in the form of avoidance of disturbance and archaeological 

investigation of impacted assets, the magnitude of the impact to these assets is considered to be 

minor. 

Significance of Effect 

11.8.1.9 The significance of effect is of Minor (Adverse) significance, which is not significant in EIA terms. 

Site of Farmstead and Enclosure Identified within the Onshore Cable Corridor (HA1) 

Value of Receptor  

11.8.1.10 The Onshore Cable Corridor will cross the site of a farmstead (HA1), which comprises building and 

one enclosure, seen on the first edition OS mapping. The sensitivity of the non-designated historic 

assets is considered to be of low cultural heritage value, reflecting that the assets are of potential 

regional archaeological interest, through their potential to contain evidence of settlement with 

associated cultivation remains and gain a greater understanding of the age of the remains.  

Magnitude 

11.8.1.11 The site of the farmstead is located adjacent to Allt Thuagro watercourse, which will be crossed 

through a trenchless crossing, using HDD. The entry and exit points for the HDD would be beyond 

the limits of the site of the farmstead and so this would not affect the site itself, though there is a 

potential for disturbance due to construction of the haul road, soil storage or other construction 

activities. Including embedded mitigation in the form of avoidance of disturbance and 

archaeological investigation of impacted assets, the magnitude of the impact to these assets is 

considered to be minor. 
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Significance of Effect 

11.8.1.12 The significance of effect is of Minor (Adverse) significance, which is not significant in EIA terms. 

Field Boundary Features (Head-Dykes) (HA4 and HA5)   

Value of Receptor  

11.8.1.13 The Onshore Cable Corridor will cross the lines of two head dykes, adjacent to the A857 south of 

Barvas / Barabhas (HA4) and at Sithean Mor, west of Stornoway / Steornabhaigh (HA5). These 

non-designated historic assets are considered to be of low cultural heritage value, reflecting that 

the assets are agricultural boundary features of local archaeological interest.           

Magnitude 

11.8.1.14 In each case, construction of the cable, including soil stripping for trench excavation and creation 

of a haul road, would result in disturbance to a section of the head dyke. In the case of HA4, this 

would be a section with a length of 30-50 m but in the case of HA5, this could be greater, 

depending on how the alignment of the final cable interacts with the line of the head dyke, but in 

any case, would affect a relatively small portion of the line of the dyke. Excavation would result in 

disturbance to any mound material and below ground remains of any associated ditch. Including 

embedded mitigation in the form of avoidance of disturbance and archaeological investigation of 

impacted assets, the magnitude of the impact to these assets is considered to be minor. 

Significance of Effect 

11.8.1.15 The significance of effect is of Minor (Adverse) significance, which is not significant in EIA terms. 

Line of Canal and Former Tramways Associated with the Former Lewis Chemical Works (HA17) 

Value of Receptor  

11.8.1.16 The Onshore Cable Corridor will cross the area of the former peat working which operated as part 

of the Lewis Chemical Works (HA166). Whilst the site of the chemical works itself is outside of the 

Onshore Cable Corridor, the cable construction will cut through the line of the former canal and 

tramway (HA17) which were used to transport cut peat to the works. Whilst the site of the Lewis 

Chemical Works (HA166) itself may be of medium value, the surviving sections of the canal and 

tramway are considered to be of low cultural heritage value as features of local archaeological 

interest.  

Magnitude 

11.8.1.17 In each case, construction of the onshore cable, including soil stripping for trench excavation and 

creation of a haul road, would result in disturbance to a section of the canal and tramway. The 

length of affected section is likely to approximately 30-50 m, depending on how the alignment of 

the final cable interacts with the line of the affected feature. Construction would therefore only 



  

 

 

Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works EIA Chapter 11: Onshore Archaeology and Cultural Heritage, Volume 2 Page 11-45 

May 2026 

affect a limited portion of these features, which have also previously been affected by installation 

of other cables across them. Excavation would result in disturbance to any mound material 

associated with the tramways. Including embedded mitigation in the form of avoidance of 

disturbance and archaeological investigation of impacted assets, the magnitude of the impact to 

these assets is considered to be negligible.   

Significance of Effect 

11.8.1.18 The significance of effect is of Negligible significance, which is not significant in EIA terms. 

Potential for Previously Unrecorded Archaeological Remains 

11.8.1.19 There is potential for the presence of previously unknown remains of prehistoric to medieval date 

within the Cable Corridor as identified in Appendix A11.3: Cultural Heritage Baseline Report, 

Volume 4. There is a moderate potential for the presence of prehistoric remains in the area of 

Loch Airigh na Lic, based on the presence of previously recorded evidence for settlement and 

palaeoenvironmental remains at Loch Airigh na Lic (HA123) and Loch Cnoc a’Choilidh (HA151).  

11.8.1.20 Recorded features of medieval and post-medieval date with the study area for the Onshore Cable 

Corridor mostly relate to agricultural use of the area an include sheiling huts as well as former field 

boundary features. In addition, parts of the Onshore Cable Corridor have deposits of peat, with a 

potential for the presence of deposits of palaeoenvironmental interest as. If undisturbed, suitable 

peat deposits can represent a period of vegetation history and record evidence for human impact 

on the environment. There is therefore potential for the presence of archaeological features or 

deposits of palaeoenvironmental interest of low to medium value within the Onshore Cable 

Corridor 

Magnitude  

11.8.1.21 As the precise extent unrecorded archaeological assets is not known, the magnitude of impact, if 

any, on previously unrecorded assets cannot be predicted with certainty. Construction would 

involve disturbance to any deposits of archaeological or palaeoenvironmental interest within the 

development footprint, though this would be limited to the width of soil stripping for the cable 

trenches and haul road, which would typically be in the region of 30-50 m. It is concluded that 

including embedded mitigation in the form of archaeological monitoring, the magnitude of the 

impact to these assets as a result of the construction of the Onshore Cable Corridor is considered 

to range from minor to negligible. 

Significance of Effect 

11.8.1.22 The significance of effect is predicted to range from Minor (Adverse) to Negligible significance, 

which is not significant in EIA terms. 
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Grid Substation

Potential for Previously Unrecorded Archaeological Remains

11.8.1.23 There are no identified features within the site of the Grid Substation but there is some potential

for the presence of previously unknown remains of prehistoric to medieval date as identified in 

Appendix A11.3: Cultural Heritage Baseline Report, Volume 4. There is an isolated find spot of 

a Neolithic hammer (HA168), located approximately 290 m to the east of the Grid Substation and 

there is potential for the presence of further Neolithic or Bronze Age material along the 

watercourse to the north of the Grid Substation site and there is also a deposit of peat across the 

Grid Substation site, deepening to the southeastern edge.

11.8.1.24 No heritage assets of medieval date have been recorded in the vicinity of the Grid Substation. 

Heritage assets of post-medieval or modern date have been identified, the closest being the site

of a possible sheiling (HA11), approximately 350 m to the southwest, with a farmstead (HA127) 

and road bridge (HA140) dating from this period also being relatively close by.

11.8.1.25 There is therefore potential within the site of the Grid Substation for the presence of 

archaeological features of low value. There is also limited potential for the presence of deposits of

palaeoenvironmental interest, with potential to yield information on past human use of the 

landscape and which are considered to be of low value.

Magnitude  

11.8.1.26 Construction would involve disturbance to any deposits of archaeological or palaeoenvironmental

interest within the development footprint. As the precise extent unrecorded archaeological assets 

is not known, the magnitude of impact, if any, on previously unrecorded assets cannot be 

predicted with certainty. The range of previous investigations within the area suggests that it is 

less likely that any impacts will completely remove archaeological assets. It is therefore concluded 

that taking into account embedded the magnitude of the impact to previously unrecorded 

archaeological remains as a result of the construction of the Grid Substation platform and 

associated elements is considered to range from minor to negligible.

Significance of Effect 

11.8.1.27 The significance of effect is predicted to range from Minor (Adverse) to Negligible significance,

which is not significant in EIA terms.

11.8.1.28 Peat Management (Peatland Restoration Areas) is described in Supporting Document 6.8:

Outline Soil and Peat Management Plan, Volume 6. Most peat will be reinstated within the 

location from where it is excavated, but there will be a surplus of peat generated which may be 

used for compensatory peatland restoration outwith the area of proposed construction within an 

area defined as the Peatland Restoration Areas. As identified in listed in Table 1-1 of Appendix 

A11.2: Gazetteer, Volume 4, and described in Appendix A11.3: Cultural Heritage Baseline
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Report, Volume 4 there are known archaeological remains of all periods located within the 

Peatland Restoration Areas.   

Megaliths (Possible Remains of a Stone Circle) (HA65) 

Value of Receptor  

11.8.1.29 A pair of stones, one standing, the other prostrate and probably fallen, possibly the remains of a 

circle largely destroyed by the adjacent road. Neither stone is more than c. 1.3 m high/long. As 

remains of a megalithic setting of some form the asset has the capacity to provide evidence for 

the religious/ceremonial activities of the culture that constructed it. The poor, and probably 

truncated condition of the asset means that this capacity is somewhat limited. The asset is 

therefore assessed to be of medium value. 

Magnitude 

11.8.1.30 Although the asset is within an area of proposed peatland restoration, embedded mitigation in the 

form of avoiding restoration works on such assets would mean that there is no physical impact. 

Significance of Effect 

11.8.1.31 The significance of effect is predicted to be Neutral, which is not significant in EIA terms. 

Possible Hut Circles (HA184, HA187) 

Value of Receptor 

11.8.1.32 Field survey has recorded two possible hut circles occupying roughly circular and level platform 

east of the public road. The hut circles, if they are such, are poorly preserved, measuring 10-12 m 

in diameter within what remains of enclosing turf banks. The poor state of preservation and 

apparently isolated nature of each asset of this type leads to the assessment of these assets being 

of low value. 

Magnitude 

11.8.1.33 Emplacement of peat may occur on low lying archaeological remains such as the possible hut 

circles. While the additional mass of peat may potentially cause some compression of 

archaeological deposits, this is unlikely to be sufficient to damage such deposits. The magnitude 

of impact with mitigation is therefore assessed to be negligible. 

Significance of Effect 

11.8.1.34 The significance of effect is predicted to be negligible, which is not significant in EIA terms. 
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Quarrying (HA185, HA186) 

Value of Receptor 

11.8.1.35 Two areas of quarrying have been identified through field survey. They are of unknown date but 

are most likely of post-medieval or modern date. As a class of asset quarries tend to have very 

limited evidential value, and therefore these two assets are assessed to be of negligible value. 

Magnitude 

11.8.1.36 The emplacement of peat may obscure the form of the quarrying but would not damage the 

underlying form left by the quarrying. The impact without mitigation is therefore assessed to be 

negligible. 

Significance of Effect 

11.8.1.37 The significance of effect is predicted to be negligible, which is not significant in EIA terms. 

Possible Settlement Enclosure (HA123) 

Value of Receptor 

11.8.1.38 The site of a possible settlement enclosure exposed during peat cutting, as recorded on an aerial 

photograph. As the possible settlement enclosure has been exposed during peat cutting it is 

potentially of prehistoric date. Such a site might preserve evidence of settlement activity, which 

would contribute to regional research. The asset has been assessed to be of medium value. 

Magnitude 

11.8.1.39 Although the asset is within an area of proposed peatland restoration, embedded mitigation in the 

form of avoiding restoration works on such assets would mean that there is no physical impact. 

Significance of Effect 

11.8.1.40 The significance of effect is predicted to be neutral, which is not significant in EIA terms. 

Druim Dubh Stone Circle (HA206, SM5504) 

Value of Receptor 

11.8.1.41 Druim Dubh (HA 206, SM5504), a scheduled monument representing a potential stone circle 

dating to the Late Neolithic. The monument is located on a low, flat-topped, hillock just north of 

the A859 public road. 

11.8.1.42 The ring contains 16 stones, evenly spaced around the perimeter of an ellipse 28 m by 21 m 

overall. Nine of the stones are buried beneath peat while the seven visible stones were formerly 

peat-covered and have been revealed by peat-cutting. There are remains of sockets with packing 

stones beside most of the stones, suggesting that they were at one time erect. There is the 

potential for traces of other prehistoric constructions may survive below the peat. As the remains 
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of a late Neolithic stone circle, which may include all of the megaliths that it was constructed of, 

albeit in a toppled state, has the capacity to provide evidence for the religious/ceremonial 

activities of the culture that constructed it. The asset is assessed to be of high value. 

Magnitude 

11.8.1.43 Although the asset is within an area of proposed peatland restoration, embedded mitigation in the 

form of avoiding restoration works on such assets would mean that there is no physical impact. 

Significance of Effect 

11.8.1.44 The significance of effect is predicted to be neutral, which is not significant in EIA terms. 

Potential for Previously Unrecorded Archaeological Remains 

11.8.1.45 There are records of heritage assets, probably dating to prehistory and the post-medieval/modern 

periods: there is some potential for the presence of previously unknown remains of prehistoric to 

postmedieval date as identified in Appendix A11.3: Cultural Heritage Baseline Report, 

Volume 4.  

11.8.1.46 There is therefore potential within the site of the Peat Restoration Areas for the presence of 

archaeological features of medium to low value. There is also limited potential for the presence of 

deposits of palaeoenvironmental interest, with potential to yield information on past human use 

of the landscape and which are considered to be of low value.  

Magnitude  

11.8.1.47 Construction would involve disturbance to any deposits of archaeological or palaeoenvironmental 

interest within the development footprint. As the precise extent of unrecorded archaeological 

assets is not known, the magnitude of impact, if any, on previously unrecorded assets cannot be 

predicted with certainty. The range of previous investigations within the area suggests that it is 

less likely that any impacts will completely remove archaeological assets. It is therefore concluded 

that taking into account embedded mitigation the magnitude of the impact to previously 

unrecorded archaeological remains is considered to range from minor to negligible. 

Significance of Effect 

11.8.1.48 The significance of effect is predicted to range from minor (adverse) to negligible significance, 

which is not significant in EIA terms. 
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Table 11-16 Significance of Effect of Physical Disturbance to Archaeology and Cultural Heritage during the Construction Phase 

Receptor Value Magnitude Embedded mitigation 

measures  

Significance of effect Significance  Commentary  

Enclosures (HA16) 

Recorded within the 

Landfall Substation 

Medium Minor C033, C028 Minor (adverse) Not significant - 

Potential for 

Previously 

Unrecorded 

Archaeological 

Remains (Landfall) 

Medium to 

negligible 

Minor to 

negligible 

C030 Minor (adverse) to 

negligible 

Not significant - 

Shieling Huts 

Identified within the 

Onshore Cable 

Corridor (HA2, HA3, 

HA6, HA7, HA8, HA9, 

HA11, HA12, HA13, 

HA14, HA15) 

Low Minor C033, C028 Minor (adverse) Not significant - 

Site of Farmstead 

and Enclosure 

Identified within the 

Onshore Cable 

Corridor (HA1) 

Low Minor C033, C028 Minor (adverse) Not significant - 

Field Boundary 

Features (Head-

Low Minor C033, C028 Minor (adverse) Not significant - 
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Receptor Value Magnitude Embedded mitigation 

measures  

Significance of effect Significance  Commentary  

Dykes) (HA4 and 

HA5)   

Line of Canal and 

Former Tramways 

Associated with the 

Former Lewis 

Chemical Works 

(HA17) 

Low Negligible C033, C028 Negligible Not significant - 

Potential for 

Previously 

Unrecorded 

Archaeological 

Remains (Cable 

corridor) 

Medium to 

low 

Minor to 

negligible 

C030 Minor to negligible Not significant - 

Potential for 

Previously 

Unrecorded 

Archaeological 

Remains (Grid 

substation) 

Low Minor to 

negligible 

C030 Minor to negligible Not significant - 

Megaliths (Possible 

Remains of a Stone 

Circle) (HA65) 

Medium Neutral C032 Neutral Not significant - 

Possible Hut Circles 

(HA184, HA187) 

Low Negligible C028, C032 Negligible Not significant - 
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Receptor Value Magnitude Embedded mitigation 

measures  

Significance of effect Significance  Commentary  

Quarrying (HA185, 

HA186) 

Low Negligible C028, C032 Negligible Not significant - 

Possible Settlement 

Enclosure (HA123) 

Medium Neutral C028, C032 Neutral Not significant - 

Druim Dubh Stone 

Circle (HA206, 

SM5504) 

High Neutral C031 Neutral Not significant - 

Potential for 

Previously 

Unrecorded 

Archaeological 

Remains (Peat 

Restoration Areas) 

Low Minor to 

negligible 

C030 Minor to negligible Not significant - 
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11.8.2 FURTHER ENVIRONMENTAL MITIGATION AND SIGNIFICANCE OF RESIDUAL EFFECT 

11.8.2.1 In accordance with the embedded mitigation measures identified in Table 11-15 the design of the 

Onshore Project has sought to avoid the identified archaeological remains as far as possible and 

mitigation will also comprise provision for a programme of archaeological investigation and 

recording to be agreed with CnES and detailed in a WSI. On this basis there will be no additional 

mitigation, and therefore the significance of residual effects will be as identified in Table 11-15. 

11.9 ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS: OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE 

11.9.1 EFFECTS ARISING FROM CHANGE IN SETTING 

Barvas, Church of Scotland Category B Listed Building (LB5762) 

Value of receptor and setting contribution 

11.9.1.1 As a Category B listed building, the church is an asset of medium value, and the contribution of 

the setting to the value of the heritage asset is assessed to also have a medium value. 

Magnitude 

11.9.1.2 As illustrated in Figure 11.5a, Volume 3, the Landfall Substation would not be theoretically visible 

from the front of the church or from the road in the immediate vicinity of the church. However, 

there would be limited visibility from land to the rear of the church and also from further to the 

north and south within the settlement of Barvas / Barabhas, as illustrated in Appendix A9.2: 

Figures/Visualisations, Volume 4.  

11.9.1.3 As noted in Section 11.6.1, the church is located on the southeast side of the A857 within relatively 

elevated ground overlooking the lower lying land to the north/north-west creating a sense of 

openness. The church’s visual connection with the surrounding properties and landscape, and its 

relatively elevated position, emphasis its status and its function as a church serving the local rural 

community. The limited visibility of the Landfall Substation from land in the vicinity of the church 

at a distance of approximately 2.7 km would make relatively small change in the local prominence 

of the church. Also taking account of the lack of visibility of the Landfall Substation, there would 

overall be a negligible magnitude of change to the significance of this asset.   

Significance of Effect 

11.9.1.4 The changes in the setting of the asset result in a Minor (adverse) significance of effect, which is 

not significant in EIA terms. 
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Barvas, Free Church (Near Lower Barvas) Category C Listed Building (LB5763) 

Value of receptor and setting contribution 

11.9.1.5 As a Category C listed building, the church is an asset of low value and, and the contribution of 

the setting to the value of the building has also been assessed to be low 

Magnitude  

11.9.1.6 As illustrated in Figure 11.5a, Volume 3, the Landfall Substation would be theoretically visible 

from the front of the church and the road on the immediate approach to it at a distance of 

approximately 3.09 km. The location of the church on slightly elevated ground and with a general 

lack of surrounding built form which helps emphasise its important function as a church for the 

community of Lower Barvas / Barabhas larach. The presence of the Landfall Substation would not 

alter the way in which the church is seen in its roadside location, but visibility of the Landfall 

Substation would alter views from the front of the church to some limited degree and therefore 

there would overall be a minor magnitude of change to the significance of this asset.  

Significance of Effect 

11.9.1.7 The changes in the setting of the asset result in a Minor (adverse) significance of effect, which is 

not significant in EIA terms. 

Druim Dubh, Stone Circle (SM5504) 

Value of receptor and setting contribution 

11.9.1.8 The current setting and condition do not promote an understanding or appreciation of the 

monument. This is due to the fact the stones have been felled and are partly buried, and the 

presence of the garage and house immediately to the east, along with the A895. The contribution 

of the setting to the value of the asset has been assessed to be low. 

Magnitude  

11.9.1.9 As illustrated in Figure 11.5b, Volume 3, the Grid Substation would be theoretically visible from 

this monument in outward views to the northeast at a distance of approximately 1.7 km. This is 

also illustrated in Appendix A9.2: Figures/Visualisations, Volume 4 which illustrates the visibility 

of the Grid Substation from a point immediately east of the monument and which shows how the 

substation would be seen from it. It illustrates that it would appear to be of similar height to other 

modern buildings in the visual vicinity. Other modern features within this view include the A859 

itself as well as a number of low voltage overhead lines carried on wood poles and an onshore 

wind turbine. The mass and mainly horizontal lines of the proposed building would mirror the 

natural ridgelines that are lower than it in the foreground and higher than it in the background. 

The presence of the Grid Substation would therefore introduce a new modern element into this 

view, but within an area already occupied by modern infrastructure and similar in relative scale to 
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the other visible buildings and without forming a mass that would dominate the natural 

topography.     

11.9.1.10 The presence of the substation would alter views to the northeast to some extent and overall, this 

is considered to represent a minor magnitude of change. 

Significance of Effect 

11.9.1.11 The changes in the setting of the asset result in a Minor (adverse) significance of effect, which is 

not significant in EIA terms. 

Cnoc na Croich, Chambered Cairn (SM6550) 

Value of receptor and setting contribution 

11.9.1.12 The cairn is located within a locally high point within Lady Lever Park, which otherwise tends to 

slope down to the north-east. Outward views from within Lady Lever Park to the west and 

southwest are restricted by the presence of permanent parkland woods. The principal elements of 

the setting of the asset have been assessed to be views across Stornoway Harbour, to the 

northeast. As a scheduled monument, the monument is an asset of high value, however the 

contribution of the setting has been assessed to be of medium value. 

Magnitude  

11.9.1.13 As illustrated in Figure 11.5b, Volume 3, the Grid Substation would be partially theoretically 

visible from this monument in outward views to the southwest at a distance of approximately 

2.3km. This is due to the location of the cairn within a locally high point within Lady Lever Park, 

which otherwise tends to slope down to the north-east. However, outward views from within Lady 

Lever Park to the west and southwest are restricted by the presence of permanent parkland woods 

and this would greatly restrict any views toward the substation from the monument or an 

approach to it. This point is illustrated in Appendix A9.2: Figures/Visualisations, Volume 4 

which shows the extent to which outward views to the southwest are restricted from Gallows Hill 

summit, where the monument is located. The principal elements of the setting of the asset have 

been assessed to be views across Stornoway Harbour, to the northeast. The limited intervisibility 

between the asset and the proposed Grid Substation, in the opposite direction to the main views 

from the asset means that the magnitude of impact due to the change in the setting of the asset 

has been assessed to be negligible.  

Significance of Effect 

11.9.1.14 The changes in the setting of the asset result in a Minor (adverse) significance of effect, which is 

not significant in EIA terms. 
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War Memorial Category B Listed Building (LB19211) 

Value of receptor and setting contribution 

11.9.1.15 As a memorial this asset was primarily located and built to be seen from surrounding areas, 

though its locally high position allows broad outward views from the base of the tower. As a 

Category B listed building, the memorial is an asset of medium value, and the contribution of the 

setting to its value is also assessed to be of medium value 

Magnitude  

11.9.1.16 As illustrated in Figure 11.5b, Volume 3 and Figure 9.22, Volume 3, the Grid Substation would 

be theoretically visible from the memorial in outward views to the southwest at a distance of 

approximately 3.1 km. This is due to the presence of the memorial on a locally high point of 

ground and there would be limited theoretical visibility of the substation from immediately 

surrounding land and very limited to no intervisibility on the approach to the memorial from the 

east. As a memorial this was primarily located and built to be seen from surrounding areas, though 

its locally high position allows broad outward views from the base of the tower. The proposed Grid 

Substation would constitute a relatively small addition to a number of industrial and commercial 

structures within the intervening space between it and the memorial. Due to the distance and the 

minor addition of another industrial structure the substation would not noticeably alter an 

appreciation of the prominence of this structure as a memorial or views from it and so overall, 

there would be a negligible magnitude of change to the significance of this asset. 

Significance of Effect 

11.9.1.17 The changes in the setting of the asset result in a Minor (adverse) significance of effect, which is 

not significant in EIA terms. 

Lews Castle and Lady Lever Park (GDL00263) 

Sensitivity or value of receptor 

11.9.1.18 As a GDL, the parkland is an asset of high value. Given the heavily planted character of the western 

parts of the parkland, the setting of the GDL in this area is mainly the immediate parts of the park 

itself. More open views from the central and eastern parts of the park towards Stornoway / 

Steornabhaigh also form an important part of the setting. These elements of the setting make a 

contribution of high value.   

Magnitude  

11.9.1.19 As illustrated in Figure 11.5b, Volume 3, the Grid Substation would be theoretically partially 

visible from the southwestern facing wooded slopes on the southern edge of the GDL at a 

distance of approximately 1.2-2.0 km to these intervisible areas. This includes the theoretical 

visibility previously noted in outward views from Cnoc na Croich, chambered cairn (SM6550). The 
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Grid Substation would not be visible from any of the listed buildings within the GDL, nor within 

any views of or across the listed buildings. In particular, the Grid Substation would not be visible in 

views of the castle and estate in the views from Stornoway / Steornabhaigh and its presence would 

not affect the current relationship between the estate and Stornoway Harbour / Cala 

Steornabhaigh.  

11.9.1.20 Outward views from within the southern edge of the GDL would be limited by existing mature 

woodland both within and to the south of the GDL. The presence of woodland should be 

considered to be a permanent feature in the landscape as it constitutes a deliberately planned 

element of the park and has been assessed by HES to be part of the outstanding horticultural 

interest of the park and loss of the woodland. It is considered that it can reasonably expected the 

park woodland will be actively managed and maintained for the duration of the Onshore Project.  

11.9.1.21 Overall, therefore, there will theoretical visibility of the Grid Substation from parts of the GDL, 

though these will be restricted by woodland and will not affect key elements of its setting, 

including the identified visual relationships with Stornoway / Steornabhaigh and its harbour.  Due 

to these factors, there would be a negligible magnitude of change to the significance of this asset. 

Significance of Effect 

11.9.1.22 The changes in the setting of the asset result in a Minor (adverse) significance of effect, which is 

not significant in EIA terms. 
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Table 11-17 Significance of Effect Arising from Change in Setting to Archaeology and Cultural Heritage during the Operation and Maintenance Phase 

Receptor Value of setting 

contribution 

Magnitude  Embedded mitigation 

measures  

Significance of effect Significance  Commentary  

Barvas, Church of 

Scotland Category 

B Listed Building 

(LB5762) 

Medium Negligible C029 Minor (adverse) Not significant - 

Barvas, Free Church 

(Near Lower Barvas) 

Category C Listed 

Building (LB5763) 

Low Minor C029 Minor (adverse) Not significant - 

Druim Dubh, Stone 

Circle (SM5504) 

Low Minor C029 Minor (adverse) Not significant - 

Cnoc na Croich, 

Chambered Cairn 

(SM6550) 

Medium Negligible C029 Minor (adverse) Not significant - 

War Memorial 

Category B Listed 

Building (LB19211) 

Medium Negligible C029 Minor (adverse) Not significant - 

Lews Castle and 

Lady Lever Park 

(GDL00263) 

High Negligible C029 Minor (adverse) Not significant - 
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11.9.2 FURTHER ENVIRONMENTAL MITIGATION AND SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECT 

11.9.2.1 No additional mitigation (beyond the relevant embedded mitigation measures identified) is 

required, as the likely effects concluded in Section 11.9 is not significant in EIA terms. 

11.10 ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS: DECOMMISSIONING 

11.10.1.1 As per Table 11-14, decommissioning effects have been scoped out of assessment, on grounds 

that where infrastructure is removed the footprint of physical impacts will be the same as those 

already assessed for construction, and that where upstanding infrastructure remains the impacts 

due to setting change will continue. Where upstanding infrastructure is removed the impact on 

setting will revert to being neutral. 

11.11 ASSESSMENT OF COMBINED EFFECTS  

11.11.1.1 The combined effects assessment considers likely significant effects from multiple impacts and 

activities from the construction, O&M, and decommissioning phases of the Onshore Project on 

the same receptor, or group of receptors. The overall method following in identifying and 

assessing potential Combined Effects in relation to the Onshore environment is set out in Chapter 

5: Approach to EIA, Volume 2. 

11.11.1.2 Combined effects could potentially arise in one of two ways. The first type of combined effect is a 

Project lifetime effect, where multiple phases of the Project (construction, operation and 

maintenance, and decommissioning) interact to create a potentially more significant effect on a 

receptor than in one phase alone.  

11.11.1.3 The second type of combined effect is receptor-led effects. Receptor-led effects are where effects 

from different environmental aspects combine spatially and temporally on a receptor. These 

effects may be short-term, temporary, transient, or longer-term.  

11.11.1.4 Combined effects are considered within Chapter 21: Combined and Whole Project Effects, 

Volume 2. 

11.12 WHOLE PROJECT EFFECTS ASSESSMENT  

11.12.1.1 A separate EIAR is being prepared for the Offshore Project application which will provide a 

description of the offshore elements of the Project seaward of MHWS and an assessment of the 

associated likely significant effects. As such there is an overlap in the spatial extent of the Onshore 

Project and Offshore Project within the intertidal area at Landfall. 
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11.12.1.2 The Onshore Project infrastructure and activities are the focus of this onshore EIAR. However, 

there is the potential for pathways to exist for offshore elements of the Project to impact onshore 

receptors, these are assessed in the Whole Project assessment. The overall method followed for 

identifying and assessing potential whole Project effects in relation to the onshore environment is 

set out in Chapter 5: Approach to EIA, Volume 2. 

11.12.1.3 Whole Project effects are assessed within Chapter 21: Combined and Whole Project Effects, 

Volume 2. 

11.13 ASSESSMENT OF CUMULATIVE EFFECTS 

11.13.1 APPROACH 

11.13.1.1 A cumulative effects assessment (CEA) examines the potential for impacts of the Onshore Project 

in addition with ‘Other Developments’ on the same single receptor or resource and the 

contribution of the Onshore Project to those impacts. The overall method following in identifying 

and assessing potential cumulative effects in relation to the onshore environment is set out in 

Chapter 5: Approach to EIA, Volume 2. 

11.13.2 CUMULATIVE EFFECTS ASSESSMENT 

11.13.2.1 For onshore cultural heritage, a Zone of Influence (ZOI) of 3 km, has been applied to ensure direct 

and indirect cumulative effects can be appropriately identified and assessed. This reflects the 3 km 

Study Area around the Landfall Substation, Onshore Cable Corridor and Grid Substation locations 

adopted to define the scope of the assessment of effects to terrestrial cultural historic assets as a 

result of change to their settings and is shown in Figure 11.1, Volume 3. 

11.13.2.2 A list of Other Developments that may interact with the Project ZOIs during their construction, 

operation, or decommissioning is presented in Chapter 5: Approach to EIA, Volume 2 and has 

been collated up to the finalisation of the EIA through desk study, consultation, and engagement. 

11.13.2.3 Only those Other Developments in the list that fall within the onshore archaeology and cultural 

heritage ZOI have the potential to result in cumulative effects with the Project on onshore 

archaeology and cultural heritage. All Other Developments falling outside the onshore 

archaeology and cultural heritage ZOI are excluded from this assessment. The following types of 

Other Development have the potential to result in cumulative effects on onshore cultural heritage. 

• Developments which involve ground disturbance that may result in disturbance to features of 

archaeological interest also affected by the Onshore Project. For example, a linear or otherwise 

extensive feature of archaeological interest could also extend into the area affected by 

another development; 
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• Developments which would be visible from or in views of a historic asset and seen alongside 

visible elements of the onshore infrastructure of the project. This may result in a greater 

magnitude of change to the significance of the assets due to change in its setting.    

11.13.2.4 On the basis of the above, the Other Developments that are scoped into the onshore cultural 

heritage CEA are outlined in Table 11-18. 
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Table 11-18 Developments Considered as Part of the Onshore Cultural Heritage CEA 

ID  Project Development 

Type 

Application 

Reference 

Status of 

Development 

Timescale Confidence 

in 

Assessments 

Tier Distance from 

Onshore Project 

Rationale 

1 Stornoway 

Wind Farm 

Energy ECU00001850 Consented 2027 to 2031 High 1 Overlap of 

Stornoway Wind 

Farm Red Line 

Boundary and the 

Onshore Project 

Boundary 

There is an overlap 

between the project 

boundaries and 

visible elements of 

onshore structure of 

both projects could 

affect the settings of 

the same historic 

assets  

4 Lewis Hub (AC 

Substation and 

HVDC 

Converter 

Station) and 

Western Isles 

Connection 

Project 

Transmission 25/00061/PPDM  Consented 2026 to 2030 High 1 SSEN Lewis Hub 

overlaps with the 

Onshore Project 

Boundary, 

approximately 

800m southeast 

of Grid Substation 

Location 

Visible elements of 

onshore structure of 

both projects could 

affect the settings of 

the same historic 

assets 

14 Talisk Floating 

Offshore Wind 

Farm 

Energy 25/00053/MLCON Pre-planning 2029-2032 Medium 2 Scoping 

boundary for 

Talisk Floating 

Offshore Wind 

Farm overlaps 

There is insufficient 

clarity on the onshore 

elements of Talisk to 

determine whether 

visible elements of 

onshore structure of 
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ID  Project Development 

Type 

Application 

Reference 

Status of 

Development 

Timescale Confidence 

in 

Assessments 

Tier Distance from 

Onshore Project 

Rationale 

with the Onshore 

Project Boundary 

both projects could 

affect the settings of 

the same historic 

assets. 

15 Stornoway to 

Barvas 33kV 

OHL 

Transmission  25/00415/OHL Application 

submitted 

Expected 

duration of 

10 months 

over 

2026/2027 

High 1 Overlaps with the 

Onshore Project 

Boundary, 

approximately 

500 m east of 

Grid Substation 

location. 

The Stornoway to 

Barvas 33kV OHL will 

be on wood poles 

and largely follow the 

route of the Onshore 

Cable Corridor. As a 

wood pole line, it is 

expected that the 

extent of ground 

disturbance would be 

relatively limited and 

so would not give rise 

to a significant 

cumulative effect as a 

result of physical 

disturbance of 

archaeological assets. 

As the cable for the 

Onshore Project will 

be buried, it is not 

considered that this 
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ID  Project Development 

Type 

Application 

Reference 

Status of 

Development 

Timescale Confidence 

in 

Assessments 

Tier Distance from 

Onshore Project 

Rationale 

would give rise to any 

significant cumulative 

effects due to the 

change in settings of 

any assets. 

16 Stornoway 

Grid Supply 

Point Upgrade 

Transmission Unknown Pre-planning 2028 to2030 Medium 2 Overlaps with the 

Onshore Project 

Boundary, 

approximately 

500 m east of the 

Grid Substation 

location. 

This would involve an 

extension to an 

existing facility, the 

scope of which would 

not be sufficient to 

give rise to any 

cumulative effects in 

combination with the 

Onshore Project. 

17 Stornoway 

Wind Farm 

Grid 

Connection 

Transmission Unknown Pre-planning Unknown Low 3 Overlaps with the 

Onshore Project 

Boundary 

The Stornoway Wind 

Farm Grid Connection 

will be on wood poles 

and overlap with the 

southern part of the 

Onshore Cable 

Corridor. As a wood 

pole line, it is 

expected that the 

extent of ground 

disturbance would be 
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ID  Project Development 

Type 

Application 

Reference 

Status of 

Development 

Timescale Confidence 

in 

Assessments 

Tier Distance from 

Onshore Project 

Rationale 

relatively limited and 

so would not give rise 

to a significant 

cumulative effect as a 

result of physical 

disturbance of 

archaeological assets. 

As the cable for the 

Onshore Project will 

be buried, it is not 

considered that this 

would give rise to any 

significant cumulative 

effects due to the 

change in settings of 

any assets. 
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11.13.2.5 The cumulative effects assessment has been based on information publicly available in the 

planning application documents for the Other Developments. It is noted that the maximum 

assessment assumptions quoted within these planning applications (EIARs / ESs) are often refined 

during the determination period and in the post-consent phase such that the final scheme’s build 

out may have a reduced impact when compared to what has previously been assessed.  

11.13.2.6 The CEA for onshore cultural heritage is set out in Table 11-19.  
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Table 11-19 Cumulative Effects Assessment for Onshore Cultural Heritage 

ID Development title Application reference Assessment discussion Mitigation 

1 Stornoway Wind 

Farm 

ECU00001850 There is an overlap between the site boundary for Stornoway 

Wind Farm and the Landfall Substation, Onshore Cable Corridor 

and Grid Substation locations and the following identified assets 

could be directly affected by both construction of Stornoway 

Wind Farm and of the Onshore Cable Corridor for the Onshore 

Project: 

• Line of canal and former tramways associated with the 

former Lewis Chemical Works (HA17) 

• Field boundary feature (head-dykes) (HA5)  

In each case, development associated with either project would 

result in disturbance to a limited extent of the identified feature 

and can be appropriately mitigated by a programme of 

archaeological recording, and so there would not be a significant 

cumulative effect. 

Stornoway Wind Farm will result in a significant adverse effect on 

Druim Dubh, stone circle (SM5504) due to visibility of turbines in 

views to the north (Lewis Wind Power 2019). Visibility of the Grid 

Substation to be built as part of the Onshore Project would not 

add to this change in the view to the north, with a limited change 

in the view to the east. Therefore, there would not be a 

significant cumulative effect.        

Stornoway Wind Farm will have a low magnitude of change on 

Cnoc na Croich, chambered cairn (SM6550) and a significant 

effect on War Memorial Category B Listed Building (LB19211), 

but for the reasons described above, the Onshore Project will 

Archaeological and 

palaeoenvironmental 

mitigation will entail a 

programme of archaeological 

recording and dissemination 

agreed with CnES to mitigate 

any significant adverse effects 

during construction. Provision 

will be made for appropriate 

curation/deposition of the site 

archive. 
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ID Development title Application reference Assessment discussion Mitigation 

result in a negligible magnitude of change to these assets and so 

there would not be a significant cumulative effect.  

Stornoway Wind Farm will have a medium magnitude of change 

Lews Castle and Lady Lever Park (GDL00263) due to the height of 

the turbines. The Grid Substation to be built as part of the 

Onshore Project would not add to this change and so there 

would not be a significant cumulative effect.  

4 SSEN Lewis Hub (AC 

Substation and 

HVDC Convertor 

Station) and 

Western Isles 

Connection Project 

25/00061/PPDM The SSEN Lewis Hub will result in a minor adverse effect on 

Druim Dubh, stone circle (SM5504) due to visibility of the 

development in views to the east (SSEN, 2025). In this view it 

would be seen along with the Grid Substation for the Onshore 

Project and the existing Creed Park waste facility in the same 

portion of the view. Whilst this would create a greater mass of 

modern development in the same portion of this outward from 

the monument, the overall degree of change to the setting of 

the asset would be limited. As noted above, this would not add 

to this change in the view to the north caused by Stornoway 

Wind Farm so there would not be a significant cumulative effect.   

The Lewis Hub will result in a minor adverse effect on Cnoc na 

Croich, chambered cairn (SM6550) and a negligible effect on War 

Memorial Category B Listed Building (LB19211), but for the 

reasons described above, the Onshore Project will result in a 

negligible magnitude of change to these assets and so there 

would not be a significant cumulative effect.     

N/A 
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ID Development title Application reference Assessment discussion Mitigation 

The Lewis Hub will result in a negligible adverse effect on Lews 

Castle and Lady Lever Park (GDL00263) and so there would not 

be a significant cumulative effect.      
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11.14 TRANSBOUNDARY EFFECTS  

11.14.1.1 Transboundary effects occur when a development in one European Economic Area (EEA) State 

impacts the environment of another EEA State(s). A screening of potential transboundary effects 

was undertaken within the Scoping Report. 

11.14.1.2 The screening exercise has demonstrated that, given the scale and location of the Onshore Project, 

there will be no transboundary effects on onshore archaeology and cultural heritage. 

11.15 SUMMARY OF RESIDUAL EFFECTS 

11.15.1.1 Table 11-20 presents a summary of the assessment of significant impacts, any relevant mitigation 

measures, and residual effects on onshore archaeology and cultural heritage receptors.
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Table 11-20 Summary of Residual Effects 

Activity and impact Receptor Magnitude 

of impact 

Sensitivity or 

value of 

receptor 

Embedded 

mitigation 

measures 

Significance of effect 

(significance) 

Further environmental 

mitigation 

Significance of residual 

effect (significance) 

Construction 

Landfall Substation 

Ground 

disturbance 

relating to 

construction 

activities. 

Series of 

enclosures 

were recorded 

(HA16) in the 

2011 

RCAHMS 

aerial survey 

Minor Medium Provision for 

archaeological 

investigation 

and recording 

to be secured 

by planning 

condition 

Minor 

Not Significant 

 

None Minor 

Not Significant 

 

Ground 

disturbance 

relating to 

construction 

activities. 

Previously 

unrecorded 

archaeological 

remains 

Minor Medium Provision for 

archaeological 

investigation 

and recording 

to be secured 

by planning 

condition 

Minor 

Not Significant 

 

None Minor 

Not Significant 

 

Onshore Cable Corridor 

Construction 

related 

disturbance to 

shieling huts 

identified within 

 Shieling huts 

(HA2, HA3, 

HA6, HA7, 

HA8, HA9, 

HA11, HA12, 

Minor Low Provision for 

archaeological 

investigation 

and recording 

to be secured 

Minor 

Not Significant 

 

None Minor 

Not Significant 
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Activity and impact Receptor Magnitude 

of impact 

Sensitivity or 

value of 

receptor 

Embedded 

mitigation 

measures 

Significance of effect 

(significance) 

Further environmental 

mitigation 

Significance of residual 

effect (significance) 

the Landfall 

Substation, 

Onshore Cable 

Corridor and Grid 

Substation 

locations  

HA13, HA14, 

HA15) 

by planning 

condition 

Construction 

related 

disturbance to site 

of farmstead and 

enclosure 

identified within 

the Landfall 

Substation, 

Onshore Cable 

Corridor and Grid 

Substation 

locations  

Farmstead 

and enclosure 

(HA1) 

Minor Low Provision for 

archaeological 

investigation 

and recording 

to be secured 

by planning 

condition 

Minor 

Not Significant 

 

None Minor 

Not Significant 

 

Construction 

related 

disturbance to 

field boundary 

features  

Field 

boundary 

features (HA4 

and HA5) 

Minor Low Provision for 

archaeological 

investigation 

and recording 

to be secured 

by planning 

condition 

Minor 

Not Significant 

 

None Minor 

Not Significant 
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Activity and impact Receptor Magnitude 

of impact 

Sensitivity or 

value of 

receptor 

Embedded 

mitigation 

measures 

Significance of effect 

(significance) 

Further environmental 

mitigation 

Significance of residual 

effect (significance) 

Construction 

related 

disturbance to line 

of canal and 

former tramways. 

Canal and 

former 

tramways 

associated 

with the 

former Lewis 

Chemical 

Works (HA17) 

Minor Low Provision for 

archaeological 

investigation 

and recording 

to be secured 

by planning 

condition 

Minor 

Not Significant 

 

None Minor 

Not Significant 

 

Construction 

related 

disturbance to 

previously 

unrecorded 

archaeological 

remains 

Previously 

unrecorded 

archaeological 

remains 

Minor Low to 

Medium 

Provision for 

archaeological 

investigation 

and recording 

to be secured 

by planning 

condition 

Minor 

Not Significant 

 

None Minor 

Not Significant 

 

Grid Substation   

Construction 

related 

disturbance to 

previously 

unrecorded 

archaeological 

remains 

 

 

Previously 

unrecorded 

archaeological 

remains 

Minor Low to 

Medium 

Provision for 

archaeological 

investigation 

and recording 

to be secured 

by planning 

condition 

Minor 

Not Significant 

 

None Minor 

Not Significant 
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Activity and impact Receptor Magnitude 

of impact 

Sensitivity or 

value of 

receptor 

Embedded 

mitigation 

measures 

Significance of effect 

(significance) 

Further environmental 

mitigation 

Significance of residual 

effect (significance) 

Peat restoration areas 

Disturbance to 

previously 

unrecorded 

archaeological 

remains 

Previously 

unrecorded 

archaeological 

remains 

Minor Low to 

Medium 

Provision for 

archaeological 

investigation 

and recording 

to be secured 

by planning 

condition 

Minor 

Not Significant 

 

None Minor 

Not Significant 

 

Disturbance 

through peat 

emplacement 

A pair of 

stones, one 

standing, the 

other 

prostrate and 

probably 

fallen, 

possibly the 

remains of a 

circle largely 

destroyed by 

the adjacent 

road. (HA65) 

No 

change 

Medium Avoiding 

depositing 

peat on asset. 

Neutral None Neutral 

Disturbance 

through peat 

emplacement 

Possible hut 

circle 

occupying a 

May be a 

Negligible Low Provision for 

archaeological 

investigation 

and recording 

Negligible  

Not Significant 

 

None Negligible  

Not Significant 
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Activity and impact Receptor Magnitude 

of impact 

Sensitivity or 

value of 

receptor 

Embedded 

mitigation 

measures 

Significance of effect 

(significance) 

Further environmental 

mitigation 

Significance of residual 

effect (significance) 

small stock 

enclosure 

(HA184). 

to be secured 

by planning 

condition 

Disturbance 

through peat 

emplacement 

A quarry 

scoop 

identified 

through field 

survey 

(HA185). 

Negligible Negligible Provision for 

archaeological 

investigation 

and recording 

to be secured 

by planning 

condition 

Negligible  

Not Significant 

 

None Negligible  

Not Significant 

 

Disturbance 

through peat 

emplacement 

An extensive 

area of 

quarrying 

(HA186). 

Negligible Negligible Provision for 

archaeological 

investigation 

and recording 

to be secured 

by planning 

condition 

Negligible  

Not Significant 

 

None Negligible  

Not Significant 

 

Disturbance 

through peat 

emplacement 

Possible hut 

circle. May be 

a stock 

enclosure 

(HA187). 

Negligible Low Provision for 

archaeological 

investigation 

and recording 

to be secured 

by planning 

condition 

Negligible  

Not Significant 

 

None Negligible  

Not Significant 
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Activity and impact Receptor Magnitude 

of impact 

Sensitivity or 

value of 

receptor 

Embedded 

mitigation 

measures 

Significance of effect 

(significance) 

Further environmental 

mitigation 

Significance of residual 

effect (significance) 

Disturbance 

through peat 

emplacement 

Druim Dubh, 

stone circle, 

sixteen 

stones, all 

toppled, nine 

fully buried in 

peat. 

Scheduled 

Monument 

SM5504 

(HA206) 

No 

change 

High Avoiding 

depositing 

peat on asset. 

Neutral None Neutral 

Operation and maintenance 

Effect due to 

setting change.  

Barvas, 

Church of 

Scotland 

Category B 

Listed 

Building 

(LB5762) 

Negligible Medium 

(setting 

contribution) 

Burial of 

onshore cable 

route 

Minor 

Not Significant 

 

None Minor 

Not Significant 

 

Effect due to 

setting change.  

Barvas, Free 

Church (Near 

Lower Barvas) 

Category C 

Listed 

Minor 

 

Low (setting 

contribution) 

 

Burial of 

onshore cable 

route 

Minor 

Not Significant 

 

None Minor 

Not Significant 
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Activity and impact Receptor Magnitude 

of impact 

Sensitivity or 

value of 

receptor 

Embedded 

mitigation 

measures 

Significance of effect 

(significance) 

Further environmental 

mitigation 

Significance of residual 

effect (significance) 

Building 

(LB5763) 

Effect due to 

setting change.  

Druim Dubh, 

stone circle 

(SM5504) 

Minor 

 

Low (setting 

contribution) 

 

Burial of 

onshore cable 

route 

Minor 

Not Significant 

 

None Minor 

Not Significant 

 

Effect due to 

setting change.  

Cnoc na 

Croich, 

chambered 

cairn 

(SM6550) 

Negligible Medium 

(setting 

contribution) 

Burial of 

onshore cable 

route 

Minor 

Not Significant 

 

None Minor 

Not Significant 

 

Effect due to 

setting change.  

War Memorial 

Category B 

Listed 

Building 

(LB19211) 

Negligible Medium 

(setting 

contribution) 

Burial of 

onshore cable 

route 

Minor 

Not Significant 

 

None Minor 

Not Significant 

 

Effect due to 

setting change.  

Lews Castle 

and Lady 

Lever Park 

(GDL00263) 

Negligible High Burial of 

onshore cable 

route 

Minor 

Not Significant 

 

None Minor 

Not Significant 

 

Decommissioning 

No decommissioning effects are predicted beyond those effects already cause by earlier phases of the project. 
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11.16 GLOSSARY OF TERMS AND ABBREVIATIONS

11.16.1.1 A list of key terms and acronyms used in this chapter are provided in Table 11-21 and Table 

11-22. Further definitions used throughout this EIAR are provided in Appendix A1.1: Glossary

and Abbreviations, Volume 4.

Table 11-21 Acronyms and Abbreviations

Term Definition 

ACOW Archaeological Clerk of Works 

AOD Above Ordnance Datum 

ADS Archaeology Data Service 

AMAAA 1979 Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 

BGS British Geological Survey 

CEA Cumulative Effects Assessment 

CIfA Chartered Institute for Archaeologists 

CnES  Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 

DBA Desk-Based Assessment 

EEA European Economic Area 

EIAR Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

GDL Garden and Designed Landscape 

HA Heritage Asset 

HDD Horizontal Directional Drilling 

HES Historic Environment Scotland 

HER Historic Environment Record 

HLA Historic Land-Use Assessment 

LB Listed Building 

LiDAR Light Detection and Ranging 

MD-LOT Marine Directorate – Licensing Operations Team 

MHWS Mean High Water Springs 

NPF4 National Planning Framework 4 

NRHE National Record of the Historic Environment 

NS NatureScot 

OHL Overhead Line 

OS Ordnance Survey 

OTW Onshore Transmission Works 

PAC Pre-application Consultation 

SM Scheduled Monument 

SUDS Sustainable Drainage Systems 

WSI Written Scheme of Investigation 

ZoI Zone of Influence 

ZTV Zone of Theoretical Visibility 
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Table 11-22 Glossary 

Term Meaning 

the Applicant   Spiorad na Mara Limited (the Project owner). 

Archaeological Clerk of Works 

(ACoW) 

A specialist supervising archaeological works during construction, 

ensuring mitigation, monitoring and recording are implemented 

correctly. 

Archaeological Desk-Based 

Assessment (DBA) 

Review of existing records, mapping, LiDAR, archives and prior 

investigations to establish the archaeological baseline. 

Chambered Cairn 
A prehistoric burial monument comprising stone chambers covered by 

a cairn, generally dating to the Neolithic period. 

Combined Effects Combined effect of the individual development on one particular 

receptor; for example, noise, dust, and visual. This includes Project-

Lifetime Effects and Receptor-Led Effects. 

Cumulative Effects Considers the likely significant effects of multiple impacts and 

activities from several developments. 

 

Effect Term used to express the consequence of an impact. The significance 

of an effect is determined by correlating the magnitude of the impact 

with the importance, or sensitivity, of the receptor or resource in 

accordance with defined significance criteria.  

Enclosure 
An area bounded by banks, ditches, walls or similar features, often 

relating to settlement or agricultural activity. 

Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report (EIAR) 

The Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) prepared to 

assess the likely significant effects of the Project on the environment.  

Embedded or ‘Designed-in’ 

Mitigation 

Mitigation measures to avoid or reduce environmental effects that are 

directly incorporated into the preferred design for the Project. This can 

include standard practice in accordance with or without guidance. 

Embedded Mitigation is considered as part of the impact assessment, 

before effect significance is identified. 

Garden and Designed 

Landscape (GDL) 

A nationally recognised landscape of artistic, horticultural, 

architectural or historical value. 

Grid Substation The onshore substation located adjacent to and connecting to the 

SSEN Lewis Hub. This allows the voltage to be increased to meet 

onward transmission requirements. 

Head-dyke 
A boundary dividing cultivated land from rough grazing, typically 

medieval or post-medieval in date. 

Historic Land-Use Assessment 

(HLA) 

A national dataset mapping historic land-use patterns and landscape 

evolution. 

Historic Environment Record 

(HER) 

Primary repository of archaeological information. Includes information 

from past investigations, local knowledge, find spots, and 

documentary and cartographic sources 

Horizontal Directional Drill 

(HDD) 

A trenchless crossing engineering technique using a drill steered 

underground without the requirement for open trenches. This method 
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Term Meaning 

is able to carry out the underground installation of pipes and cables 

with minimal surface disruption. 

Hut Circle 
Remains of circular prehistoric domestic structures, often indicated by 

low turf or stone banks. 

Impact Change that is caused by an action; for example, land clearing (action) 

during construction which results in physical loss of soils (impact) 

Intervisibility 
The ability for two places or heritage assets to be seen from one 

another, relevant to assessing setting relationships. 

Landfall This consists of works from offshore Horizontal Directional Drill (HDD) 

exit pits (located below MLWS) to onshore at the Transition Joint Bays 

(TJB) (located above MHWS). The infrastructure and installation 

methods associated with the Landfall involves both onshore and 

offshore components.  

Landfall Substation The optional onshore substation located on the west side of the Isle of 

Lewis. Includes the platform, buildings and associated components 

which allows the voltage to be increased to meet onward transmission 

requirements. 

LiDAR (Light Detection and 

Ranging) 

Remote-sensing technique that creates high-resolution terrain models 

useful for identifying subtle archaeological features. 

Machair 
A coastal grassland habitat found in the Western Isles, frequently 

associated with rich archaeological deposits. 

Megalith / Standing Stone 
A large upright stone of prehistoric origin, commonly linked to 

ceremonial or ritual practices. 

Midden 
A deposit of archaeological waste—such as shells, pottery, bone and 

organics—indicating past human activity. 

Offshore Project The components of the Spiorad na Mara offshore wind farm (the 

Project) located seaward of Mean High Water Springs (MHWS).  

Onshore Cables Electrical and communication cables located within the Onshore Cable 

Corridor. 

Onshore Cable Corridor The area within which Onshore Cables and associated infrastructure 

will be located which is routed from the Transition Joint Bays (TJB) to 

the SSEN Lewis Hub.  

Onshore Transmission Works 

(OTW) / Onshore Project 

The components of the Spiorad na Mara offshore wind farm (the 

Project) located landward of Mean Low Water Springs (MLWS).  

Onshore Transmission Works 

Boundary / Onshore Project 

Boundary 

The ‘red line boundary’ encompassing all temporary and permanent 

works associated with the OTW/Onshore Project. 

Palaeoenvironmental Deposit 
Organic or sedimentary material preserving evidence of past 

environments and human influence. 

Peat Cutting  Area of peat extraction. 

Peatland Restoration  Placement or reinstatement of peat. 
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Term Meaning 

Project  The Spiorad na Mara offshore wind farm development. This term 

describes the whole development, including all offshore and onshore 

components. 

Project-Lifetime Effects Assessment of the scope for combined effects that occur throughout 

more than one phase of the project (i.e. construction, operation and 

maintenance, decommissioning), to interact to potentially create an 

effect of greater significance than if assessed just within 

individual/isolated project phases. 

Receptor-Led Effects 

 

Assessment of the scope for all combined effects to interact, spatially 

and temporally, to create an effect on a receptor of greater 

significance than when the effects are considered in isolation. 

Receptor-led effects may be short term, temporary or transient effects, 

or incorporate longer term effects. 

Rigg Cultivation 
Historic field systems composed of ridged agricultural earthworks, 

usually medieval or post-medieval. 

Scoping Opinion  A report presenting the written opinion of the Scottish Ministers, with 

input from Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (CnES) for the OTW, as to the 

scope and level of detail of information to be provided in the 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the Project. 

Scottish and Southern Electricity 

Networks (SSEN) Lewis Hub  

This is the National Grid Electricity Transmission (NGET) interface. A 

transmission system operator substation into which the Project will 

connect for onward transmission through the existing grid network. 

Settlement Enclosure A defined area associated with past settlement or agricultural activity. 

Shieling Hut 
Temporary structures used during seasonal grazing, commonly 

medieval or post-medieval. 

Stone Circle 
A prehistoric structure comprising an arrangement of upright stones, 

often linked to ceremonial or astronomical practices. 

Study Areas Study Areas are determined for each technical discipline and are 

described within each technical chapter. 

Written Scheme of Investigation 

(WSI) 

A detailed method statement setting out required archaeological 

mitigation, monitoring and reporting. 

Zone of Theoretical Visibility 

(ZTV) 

A model predicting areas from which a development may be visible 

within the landscape. 
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