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17.1.1.1 This chapter of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Report presents the results of the

17.1.1.2

assessment of the likely significant effects of the onshore components of the proposed Spiorad na

Mara Offshore Wind Farm (hereafter referred to as ‘the Onshore Project’ or ‘Onshore Transmission

Works (OTW)') with respect to Land Use, Tourism and Recreation.

This chapter should be read in conjunction with the project description provided in Chapter 3:

Project Description, Volume 2 and the relevant parts of the following chapters and appendices:

Chapter 9: Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, Volume 2;
Chapter 10: Onshore Ecology and Ornithology, Volume 2;

Chapter 12: Traffic and Access, Volume 2;

Chapter 13: Peat, Geology, Soils and Contaminated Land, Volume 2;
Chapter 14: Hydrology and Hydrogeology, Volume 2;

Chapter 15: Airborne Noise and Vibration, Volume 2;

Chapter 16: Air Quality, Volume 2.

17.1.1.3 This chapter describes the following:

Section 17.2: Summary of Policy and Legislative Context — legislation, planning policy and other
documentation that has informed the assessment;

Section 17.3: Scoping and Consultation — outcome of consultation and engagement that has
been undertaken to date, including how matters relating to Land Use, Tourism and Recreation
have been addressed;

Section 17.4: Scope of the assessment for Land Use, Tourism and Recreation;

Section 17.5: Methodology for Baseline Data Gathering and Impact Assessment - the methods
of assessment used for Land Use, Tourism and Recreation;

Section 17.6: Baseline Conditions for Land Use, Tourism and Recreation;

Section 17.7: Basis for Environmental Impact Assessment — the embedded environmental
measures relevant to Land Use, Tourism and Recreation and the relevant maximum design
scenario;

Section 17.8: Assessment of Effects: Construction Phase - assessment of Land Use, Tourism and
Recreation likely significant effects and further mitigation during construction;

Section 17.9: Assessment of Effects: Operation and Maintenance - assessment of Land Use,
Tourism and Recreation likely significant effects and further mitigation during operation and
maintenance (O&M);

Section 17.10: Assessment of Effects: Decommissioning - assessment of Land Use, Tourism and
Recreation likely significant effects and further mitigation during decommissioning;
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17.1.1.4

17.1.1.5

17.1.1.6

17.2.1.1

e Section 17.11: Assessment of Combined Effects for Land Use, Tourism and Recreation;

e Section 17.12: Whole Project Effects for Land Use, Tourism and Recreation;

e Section 17.13: Assessment of Cumulative Effects for Land Use, Tourism and Recreation;

e Section 17.14: Transboundary Effects;

e Section 17.15: Summary of Residual Effects, Mitigation and Monitoring for Land Use, Tourism
and Recreation;

e Section 17.16: Glossary of Terms and Abbreviations specific to Land Use, Tourism and
Recreation;

e Section 17.17: References - information sources and documentation referred to in this chapter.

The chapter is supported by the following appendices and figures:

e Figure 17.1: Land Use, Tourism and Recreation Study Area, Volume 3;

e Figure 17.2: Core Paths and Rights of Way, Volume 3;

e Figure 17.3: Tourism and Recreation Receptors, Volume 3;

e Figure 17.4: Community Receptors, Volume 3;

e Figure 17.5: Registered Crofts, Apportionments and Common Grazings, Volume 3;
¢ Figure 17.6: Land Capability for Agriculture and Areas of Woodland, Volume 3.

This chapter assesses the impacts on land use, tourism and recreation receptors. Wider socio-
economic effects for sectors including the crofting and agriculture sector and the tourism sector
arising from impacts on relevant receptors are assessed in Chapter 6: Socio-economics, Volume
2. Increased demand for tourist accommodation is also covered in Chapter 6: Socio-economics,
Volume 2. Additional baseline data relevant to land use, tourism and recreation is provided in
Appendix A6.1: Detailed Social and Economic Baseline, Volume 4, and details of focus groups
that have informed the assessment are provided in Appendix A6.2: Focus Group Summary
Report, Volume 4.

The assessment presented in this chapter is based on the Onshore Project boundary assessed
within this EIAR. Subsequent refinement of the Planning Application boundary represents

a minor reduction only, and does not affect the conclusions of this assessment. Figure 1.2
Onshore Project Location, Volume 3 shows both the Onshore Project Boundary and the areas
excluded in the Planning Application boundary.

This section outlines the legislation, policy and guidance that is relevant to the assessment of likely
significant effects on Land Use, Tourism and Recreation associated with the construction, operation,
maintenance and decommissioning of the Onshore Project. In addition, other national, regional,
and local policies are considered within this assessment where they are judged to be relevant.
Further information on policies relevant to the Environmental impact Assessment (EIA) is provided
in Chapter 2: Policy and Legislative Context, Volume 2.
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17.2.1.2 A summary of the legislation and policy relevant to Land Use, Tourism and Recreation is provided

in Table 17-1.

Table 17-1 Summary of Policy and Legislation Relevant to Land Use, Tourism and Recreation

National and Local Policy and Legislation

Relevance to the Land Use, Tourism and Recreation
Assessment

National Legislation

Land Reform (Scotland) Act (2003) (Land
Reform (Scotland) Act, 2003)

Introduced the Core Paths Plan and the right of responsible
non-motorised access for recreational and other purposes
to land and inland water throughout Scotland/Alba, with
some exceptions. Impacts on access from the construction
and operation of the Onshore Transmission Works (OTW)
are assessed in Section 17.8 and Section 17.9 of this
chapter.

Crofting Reform (Scotland) Act (2010)

(Crofting Reform (Scotland) Act, 2010),
Crofting Reform (Scotland) Act (2007)

(Crofting Reform (Scotland) Act, 2007),
Crofters (Scotland) Act (1993) (Crofters
(Scotland) Act, 1993), Crofting Reform
(Scotland) Act (1976) (Crofting Reform
(Scotland) Act, 1976)

Legislation relevant to crofting and common grazing land in
Scotland. Impacts on croft land and common grazings from
the construction of the OTW are assessed in Section 17.8.1
of this chapter.

Scottish Government Policy

National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4)
(2023) (Scottish Government, 2023)

The national spatial strategy for Scotland/Alba, setting out
Scotland'’s national planning policy. Policy 5 (Soils) relates to
soils and agricultural land and sets out the conditions in
which development proposals will be supported.
Development on prime agricultural land, or land of lesser
quality that is culturally or locally important for primary use,
will only be supported in certain circumstances, including
‘where it is for essential infrastructure and there is a specific
locational need and no other suitable site’, and ‘the
generation of energy from renewable sources...". In all cases,
the layout and design of the proposal should minimise the
amount of protected land that is required. Policy 5 also
states that proposals for new commercial peat extraction
will only be supported in very limited circumstances.
Impacts on croft land, common grazings, and peatbanks
from the construction of the OTW are assessed in Section
17.8.1 of this chapter.

National Development Plan for Crofting
(2021) (Scottish Government, 2021)

Scottish Government plan to support crofting, including
increasing the active use of croft land. The Plan recognises
the importance of local food networks, and the potential for
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National and Local Policy and Legislation

Relevance to the Land Use, Tourism and Recreation
Assessment

agri-tourism to increase diversification and support rural
economies. Impacts on croft land and common grazings
from the construction of the OTW are assessed in Section
17.8.1 of this chapter.

Local Policy

Outer Hebrides Local Development Plan
(2018) (CnES, 2018)

Adopted planning policy for the Outer Hebrides/Na h-
Eileanan Siar, setting out the vision and spatial strategy for
the development of the area over the next 10-20 years.
Policies relevant to this assessment include:

e Policy El 5: Soils;

e Policy El 7: Countryside and Coastal Access.

CnES is currently preparing a new Local Development
(LDP3) to replace the LDP (2018).

Technical Guidance

Institute of Sustainability and
Environmental Professionals (ISEP), Social
Impact Assessment in Environmental
Impact Assessment in the UK (ISEP, 2025)

Guidance on assessing social impacts as part of EIA in the
UK, including guidance on defining sensitivity and
magnitude criteria, and on developing appropriate
mitigation. Relevant to the assessment of certain land use,
tourism and recreation aspects, including amenity effects.

ISEP, A New Perspective on Land and Soil
in Environmental Impact Assessment
(Institute of Sustainability and
Environmental Professionals (ISEP), 2022)

Guidance on assessing impacts on land use and soils as part
of EIA in the UK, including guidance on defining sensitivity
and magnitude criteria, and on developing appropriate
mitigation. Relevant to the assessment of effects on
agricultural land use.

NatureScot Environmental Impact
Assessment Handbook, Appendix 6:
Outdoor access impact assessment
(Scottish Natural Heritage, 2018)

Guidance on assessing impacts on outdoor access as part of
EIA, including closure or diversion of access routes and
changes in amenity for users of recreational routes.

17.3.1.1 This section describes the stakeholder engagement undertaken for the Onshore Project. This

consists of the outcome of, and response to, the Scoping Opinion in relation to the Land Use,

Tourism and Recreation assessment, informal consultation and consultation undertaken though

the Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) process (hereafter referred to as the ‘formal consultation’).

An overview of the formal consultation undertaken for the Project as a whole can be found in
Chapter 5: Approach to EIA, Volume 2 and Appendix A5.2: Stakeholder Consultation and

Engagement, Volume 4.
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17.3.1.2

17.3.1.3

17314

Spiorad na Mara Limited (hereafter referred to as ‘the Applicant’) submitted a Scoping Report
(Spiorad na Mara Limited, 2023) and request for a Scoping Opinion to the Marine Directorate
Licensing Operations Team (MD-LOT) in September 2023 for both the Onshore Project and Offshore
Project.

At that time, the Applicant intended to seek a direction from the Scottish Ministers under section
57(2) of the 1997 Act that planning permission for the onshore transmission infrastructure be
deemed to be granted as part of the Section 36 (s.36) consent application. However, it was
subsequently decided to separate the applications for onshore and offshore consents and produce
separate EIARs. Although the Applicant has not sought a separate scoping opinion from CnES for the
Onshore Project, they were consulted by MD-LOT as part of their Scoping Opinion. Further
consultation with CnES regarding the onshore works has also been undertaken by the Applicant prior
to the submission of the EIAR. It has been agreed with CnES that a separate onshore scoping report
is not required as the EIAR has been produced with due consideration to the MD-LOT Scoping
Opinion received.

The Scoping Report sets out the proposed Land Use, Tourism and Recreation assessment
methodologies, outline of the baseline data collected to date and proposed data collection, and
the scope of the assessment. A Scoping Opinion was received in May 2024 (MD-LOT, 2024). A
summary of those responses relevant to Land Use, Tourism and Recreation is shown in Table 17-2.
Regard has also been given to other stakeholder comments that were received in relation to the
Scoping Report where relevant.
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Table 17-2 Scoping Opinion Responses - Land Use, Tourism and Recreation

practises are considered, as well as
the requirement to remove crofting
land through the Scottish Land Court
for the Onshore Proposed

Consultee Date/ Comment Response/where this is addressed in
Document the EIAR
MD-LOT Scoping Paragraph 5.2.11.6: 'The Developer The MD-LOT response relates
Opinion, considers the potential impact of the | primarily to the Offshore Project,
May 2024 Proposed Development on land use, | and issues raised specific to the
tourism and recreation in chapter 7.9 | Offshore Project are addressed in
of the Scoping Report. The Scottish | the EIAR for the Offshore Project.
Ministers acknowledge the data This chapter, including the baseline
sources referenced in table 7.9-1 of set out in Section 17.6.1, includes
the Scoping Report. The Scottish consideration of recreational
Ministers advise the Developer receptors on the west coast of
considers the Sandwick Community | Lewis/Leodhais where they fall within
Council and Shawbost Community the study area for Land Use, Tourism
Council representations relating to and Recreation (defined in Section
the high recreational density on the | 17.4) and could potentially be
West Side of the Isle of Lewis and the | impacted by the construction,
various receptors that should be operation and decommissioning of
considered when informing the the Onshore Project.
baseline characterisation of the EIA
Report.'
MD-LOT Scoping Paragraph 5.2.11.7: In terms of The Land Use, Tourism and
Opinion, impact pathways, the Scottish Recreation assessment includes
May 2024 Ministers acknowledge the impacts consideration of such effects on
proposed to be scoped into and out | tourism receptors from the
of the EIA Report as detailed in table | construction, operation and
7.9-3 of the Scoping Report. The decommissioning of the Onshore
Scottish Ministers advise the Project. Wider socio-economic
Developer considers temporary and | effects on the tourism sector
permanent displacement of associated with the Onshore Project
recreational activities and tourism are assessed in Chapter 6: Socio-
businesses due to the Proposed economics, Volume 2.
Development. This is in line with the
Sandwick Community Council,
Shawbost Community Council and
South Bragar Grazings Committee
representations.’
MD-LOT Scoping Paragraph 5.2.11.8: In relation to The Land Use, Tourism and
Opinion, crofting, the Scottish Ministers Recreation assessment includes
May 2024 advise the impacts to crofting consideration of effects on crofting

land and practices. Wider socio-
economic and socio-cultural effects
arising from impacts on crofting
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(ﬁplor'ad
aMara
Consultee Date/ Comment Response/where this is addressed in
Document the EIAR
Development. This is in line with the | land are assessed in Chapter 6:
Galson Estate Trust, Carloway Estate | Socio-economics, Volume 2.
Trust and Anderson MacArthur (on
behalf of Lewis Island Crofters
Limited) representations. The
Scottish Minsters direct the
Developer to the Crofting
Commission'’s position on planning
applications that should be
considered in the EIA Report.’
MD-LOT Scoping Paragraph 5.2.11.10: ‘Proposed The Project has undertaken
Opinion, consultees are included in table 7.9- | extensive consultation. Consultees
May 2024 4 of the Scoping Report. The Scottish | relevant to the scope of this
Ministers direct the Developer to the | assessment include Outer
Sandwick Community Council, Hebrides/Na h-Eileanan Siar
Shawbost Community Council, Tourism, Visit Scotland, Barvas Estate
Galson Estate Trust and Carloway Trust/Urras Bharabhais, all the Isle of
Estate Trust representations which Lewis/Eilean Leodhais community
provide additional receptor groups councils, the Crofting Commission,
that should be included as Crofting Federation and Lewis Island
consultees in the EIA Report.’ Crofters / Dalmore Estate. Further
information is provided in Appendix
A5.4: Stakeholder Consultation
and Engagement, Volume 4.
MD-LOT Scoping Paragraph 5.2.11.12: ‘In terms of Embedded mitigation measures are
Opinion, mitigation for core paths on the Isle | described in Table 17-15. Measures
May 2024 of Lewis, section 7.5.4 of the Scoping | to manage access and facilitate
Report states that an Access access will be included in the Access
Management Plan (AMP) will be Management Plan, to be prepared
developed and included in the post-consent. The Applicant will
Construction Environment engage with the relevant authorities
Management Plan (CEMP). The in preparing this Strategy. There are
Scottish Ministers advise, in line with | no core paths within the Onshore
the ScotWays representation, Project Boundary.
contacting the relevant authorities
access team within the area of the
Onshore Proposed Development for
input into the AMP.’
Lewis Island | Scoping 7.9.3.2 Overview of Baseline The baseline environment for croft
Crofters Opinion, Environment land and common grazing is
Limited, May 2024 Consultees commented that, whilst presented in Section 17.6.1. This
Barvas crofting is correctly highlighted, the | considers relevant policy and
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aMara
Consultee Date/ Comment Response/where this is addressed in

Document the EIAR
Estate Trust/ assessment should also consider legislation to croft land as
Urras crofting regulations, the need for highlighted in Table 17-1.
Bharabhais, land to be removed from crofting Temporary and permanent impacts
Carloway tenure, and suitable compensation to croft land and common grazing
Estate Trust, for loss of croft land. are assessed in Section 17.8.1.
and Agreements with crofters and
Galson/ landowners are outside the scope of
Urras the EIA.
Oighreachd
Ghabhsainn
Estate Trust
Lewis Island | Scoping 7.9.6.1 Consultation Post scoping consultation relevant
Crofters Opinion, Consultees commented on to Land Use, Tourism and Recreation
Limited, May 2024 additional organisations that could is detailed in Section 17.3.2. Further
Barvas be added to the list of consultees. information is provided in Appendix
Estate Trust/ A5.4: Stakeholder Consultation
Urras and Engagement, Volume 4.
Bharabhais
and
Carloway
Estate Trust
Lewis Island | Scoping 7.9.6.2 Policy, Legislation and Policy, legislation and guidance
Crofters Opinion, Guidance relevant to this chapter, including
Limited, May 2024 Consultees commented that a approved plans that have been
Barvas number of documents had been through public consultation and
Estate omitted, such as the Outer Hebrides | adopted, is detailed in Table 17-1
Trust/Urras Community Planning Partnership Other documents such as the
Bharabhais, Local Outcomes Implementation strategies and Community Plans
Carloway Plan 2017-27, Islands Growth Deal, highlighted in the comment have
Estate Trust, Combhairle nan Eilean Siar Corporate | been used to inform the baseline
and Plan 2022-27, Highlands and Islands | within this chapter.
Galson/ Enterprise Strategy and Operating
Urras Plan 2023-28, community landowner
Oighreachd strategic plans such as the Dalmore
Ghabhsainn to Garynahine Community Plan and
Estate Trust the Urras Oighreachd Ghabhsainn

Strategic Plan.

Carloway Scoping 7.9.6.3 Assessment Methodology The assessment methodology is
Estate Trust | Opinion, Important that assessment on impact | detailed in Section 17.5.3. Data

May 2024 on visitor market includes gathering | sources used to inform the

of new data on perceptions from real
visitors, relying on existing
information will not allow for

assessment are presented in Table
17-7. These data sources are also
supported by early engagement and
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e The siting of any proposed
development should not restrict
the continuing cultivation of a
croft

e The siting of any proposed
development should not restrict
proper access to all other areas
of a croft

e The siting of any proposed
development avoids using the
better quality land on a croft
Consideration be given to the
number of existing
developments relating to a croft
to ensure that the croft should
retain its identity as a crofting
unit’

(ﬁplor'ad
aMara
Consultee Date/ Comment Response/where this is addressed in
Document the EIAR
meaningful analysis of potential post scoping consultation described
impacts. in Section 17.3. Further consultation
is detailed in Appendix A6.2: Focus
Group Summary Report, Volume
4.
Sandwick Scoping 7.9 Land use, tourism and recreation | Impacts on residential areas and
Community | Opinion, Consultees commented that the community receptors have been
Council, May 2024 assessment should include scoped into the Land Use, Tourism
Shawbost businesses other than land use and and Recreation chapter and are
Community tourism businesses, and should assessed in Section 17.8.
Council, consider direct and indirect impacts | Impacts on key sectors of the local
South on local residents and land users as | economy are considered in Chapter
Bragar well as tourists. The assessment 6: Socio-economics, Volume 2.
Grazings should also consider impacts on the | Impacts on the local population,
Committee local population and on the Gaelic Gaelic language, and culture and
language. identity are also considered in
Chapter 6: Socio-economics,
Volume 2.
The Scoping ‘Our general position in relation to The baseline environment for croft
Crofting Opinion, planning applications concerning land and common grazing is
Commission | May 2024 croft land is that: presented in Section 17.6.1. This

considers relevant policy and
legislation to croft land as
highlighted in Table 17-1.
Temporary and permanent impacts
to croft land and common grazing,
including potential impacts on
access, are assessed in Section
17.8.1.
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17.3.2.1 Further engagement was carried out on the Isle of Lewis/Eilean Leodhais in summer 2024 through

focus groups and individual interviews with affected communities including residents and interest

groups who may be directly impacted by the Project.

17.3.2.2 Themes that emerged from the focus group discussions in relation to Land Use, Tourism and

Recreation included the importance of crofting to local identity, the connection with place and with

the natural environment, and the dependence on natural resources, particularly for groups such as

crofters, tourism businesses, and people participating in outdoor recreation.

17.3.2.3 The findings of this engagement have informed the baseline and methodology for this

chapter. Appendix A6.2: Focus Group Summary Report, Volume 4 provides further detail on this

engagement, including the methodology and ethical considerations.

17.3.2.4 Alongside the focus groups and community interviews, a series of stakeholder interviews were

conducted with local organisations in 2024 to gather further baseline information and to help

refine the scope of the assessment. These interviews sought to gather information on the Project as

a whole. A summary of key messages relevant to Land Use, Tourism and Recreation is provided in
Table 17-3.

Table 17-3 Key Messages from Stakeholder Interviews

Organisation

Date

Key messages

Where this is addressed in the EIAR

Barvas Estate
Trust/Urras
Bharabhais

June 2024

Barvas Estate Trust/Urras Bharabhatis
commented on the potential for
impacts on wild Salmon due to the
proximity of the cable corridor to
the mouth and course of the Barvas
River.

Feedback has informed project
design in relation to the selection of
the proposed location for the
Landfall and the proposed route of
the Cable Corridor, which has been
deigned to avoid crossing the River
Barvas/Abhainn Barabhas. Further
information on Onshore Project
design evolution is provided in
Chapter 3: Project Description,
Volume 2 and in Chapter 4:
Consideration of Alternatives,
Volume 2. Impacts on freshwater
fish are assessed in Chapter 10:
Onshore Ecology and Ornithology,
Volume 2.
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17.3.2.5 As part of the formal Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) process, as required by Town and Country
Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017, Public Consultation 1
(PC1) and Public Consultation 2 (PC2) were undertaken in 2024 and 2025, respectively. Both PC1
and PC2 consisted of a one-month long virtual exhibition supported by several public exhibitions at
community venues across the Isle of Lewis/Eilean Leodhais, small scale local information clinics and
stakeholder briefings. Two further public consultation events were held in 2025 specific to the
Onshore Grid Substation, and to the OTW. The full PAC process is detailed in the Supporting
Document 6.9, PAC Report — Onshore, Volume 6.

17.3.2.6 Similar themes were raised by participants in both PC1 and PC2. In relation to Land Use, Tourism
and Recreation, the key feedback received included concerns surrounding the location, size and
scale of onshore infrastructure, particularly at the Landfall Substation. During PC1, concerns were
raised surrounding potential impacts to tourism, particularly where accommodation businesses rely
on visitors who value the local landscape. Feedback during PC1 and PC2 highlighted the
importance of crofting, and peat cutting, noting that large-scale infrastructure could potentially
disrupt these practices.

17.3.2.7 The Updated Grid Substation Consultation further identified associated access roads as a key issue.
During the final OTW consultation, residents expressed concerns surrounding the proximity and
size of the Grid Substation, potential disruption and traffic congestion, particularly for
Marybank/Bruach Mairi, and the placement of the Landfall Substation near Barvas/Barabhas
Cemetery and neighbouring villages.

17.4.1.1 This section sets out the scope of the EIA assessment for Land Use, Tourism and Recreation. This
scope has been developed as the Onshore Project design has evolved and responds to feedback
received to date as set out in Section 17.3.

17.4.2.1 For direct impacts, such as changes in land use, reduction in access, or displacement of activity due
to the physical presence of construction activity or permanent infrastructure associated with the
Onshore Project, the study area is the land within the Onshore Project Boundary.

17.4.2.2 For indirect impacts, such as combined effects on amenity, the study area is a 3km buffer from the
Onshore Project Boundary. This aligns with the study area used in Chapter 9: Landscape and
Visual Impact Assessment, Volume 2, as it is expected that any significant effects on amenity
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from a combination of visual, noise, traffic and air quality impacts would not occur beyond this
distance.

17.4.3.1 The temporal scope of the assessment of land use, tourism and recreation effects is the entire
lifetime of the Onshore Project, which therefore covers the construction phase (up to 5 years), the
operational and maintenance phase, which is expected to last for a minimum of 35 years, and the
decommissioning phase, which is anticipated to consist of the reverse of the construction phase,
including a similar duration. It is assumed that impacts arising during decommissioning would be
comparable to, or less than, those arising during construction.

17.4.4.1 The spatial and temporal scope of the assessment enables the identification of receptors which
may experience a change as a result of the Onshore Project.

17.4.4.2 As described in Chapter 6: Socio-economics, Volume 2, a logic model was developed using
theory of change to demonstrate the impact causal pathways that could arise as a result of the
Onshore Project, relevant to land use, tourism, recreation, socio-economics, health and wellbeing.
As part of this process, several additional land use receptors and impact pathways were identified
which have been scoped into the assessment. A worked example of the logic model is provided in
Chapter 6: Socio-economics, Volume 2.

17.4.4.3 The receptors that may experience likely significant effects for Land Use, Tourism and Recreation
are outlined in Table 17-4.

Table 17-4 Receptors Requiring Assessment for Land Use, Tourism and Recreation

Receptor Group Receptors included within group
Land use Croft land, common grazings and shielings
Peatbanks
Woodland
Residential
Community receptors and infrastructure
Tourism and Core paths and other rights of way
recreation Tourism and recreation receptors (including beaches and machair)
Tourism accommodation

17.4.5.1 Potential direct and indirect impacts on Land Use, Tourism and Recreation receptors scoped into
the assessment are summarised in Table 17-5.
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17.4.5.2 As noted in Section 17.4, direct impacts include, for example, changes in land use, reduction in

access, or disruption to or displacement of activity due to the physical presence of construction

activity or permanent infrastructure associated with the Onshore Project. Indirect impacts include

noise, visual, traffic or air quality impacts on tourism receptors arising from construction or

operational activity that could, in combination, affect user behaviour or enjoyment (sometimes

referred to as ‘combined effects on amenity’). Effects on amenity are assessed as combined effects
in Section 17.11.

17.4.5.3 As noted in Section 17.4.4 above, additional impact pathways were identified through the logic

model.

Table 17-5 Activities or Impacts Scoped into the Assessment for Land Use

Receptor
group

Receptor

Activity or Impact

Potential Impact

Construction and Decommissioning

Land use

Croft land, common
grazings and shielings

Direct impacts on croft land,
common grazings or shielings within
the Onshore Project Boundary as a
result of construction activity or the
presence of infrastructure.

Temporary or permanent’
loss of croft land,
common grazings and
shielings due to land
required for construction.

Direct impacts on access to or
between croft land, common
grazings and shielings within the
Onshore Project Boundary as a result
of construction activity or the
presence of infrastructure.

Temporary reduction in
access to or between croft
land, common grazings
and shielings.

Peatbanks

Direct impacts on peatbanks within
the Onshore Project Boundary as a

result of construction activity or the
presence of infrastructure.

Permanent loss of
peatbanks due to land
required for construction.

Direct impacts on access to
peatbanks within the Onshore
Project Boundary as a result of
construction activity or the presence
of infrastructure.

Temporary reduction in
access to peatbanks.

1 Any permanent changes in land use arising during construction and continuing into the operational phase are assessed as
construction effects.
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Receptor Receptor Activity or Impact Potential Impact

group

Woodland Direct impacts on woodland within Temporary or permanent
the Onshore Project Boundary as a loss of woodland due to
result of construction activity or the land required for
presence of infrastructure. construction.

Residential Indirect impacts on residential Effects on amenity for
receptors within the Study Area due | residential receptors from
to construction activity. a combination of noise,

visual, traffic, and air
quality impacts.

Community receptors Direct impacts on community Temporary or permanent

and infrastructure receptors and infrastructure within disruption to community
the Onshore Project Boundary as a receptors and
result of construction activity or the | infrastructure.
presence of infrastructure

Tourism Core paths and other Indirect impacts on core paths and Effects on amenity for
and rights of way other rights of way within the Study | users of core paths and
recreation Area due to environmental impacts other rights of way from a

combination of noise,
visual, traffic, and air
quality impacts.

Tourism and recreation
receptors (including
beaches and machair)

Direct impacts on recreation
receptors within the Onshore Project
Boundary as a result of construction
activity or the presence of
infrastructure.

Temporary or permanent
displacement of tourism
and recreation activity
due to land required for
construction or reduction
in access due to
construction activity.

Indirect impacts on tourism and
recreation receptors within the Study
Area due to environmental impacts
from construction activity.

Effects on amenity for
users of tourism and
recreation receptors from
a combination of noise,
visual, traffic, and air
quality impacts.
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Receptor
group

Receptor

Activity or Impact

Potential Impact

Accommodation
providers

Indirect impacts on tourism
accommodation providers within the
Study Area due to environmental
impacts from construction activity.

Effects on amenity for
users of tourism
accommodation providers
from a combination of
noise, visual, traffic, and
air quality impacts.

Operation and maintenance

Tourism Core paths and other
and rights of way
recreation

Creation of a new Multiuse Pathway

Benefits for the local
community and for
tourists.

17.4.6.1 A number of potential impacts have been scoped out from further assessment, resulting from a

conclusion of no likely significant effect. These conclusions have been made based on the

knowledge of the baseline environment, the nature of planned works and evidence on the

potential for impact from such projects. The conclusions follow (in a site-based context) existing

best practice. Each scoped out activity or impact is considered in turn in Table 17-6.

Table 17-6 Activities or Impacts Scoped out of Assessment

Activity or impact

Rationale for scoping out

Direct impacts on residential receptors
within the Onshore Project Boundary as a
result of construction activity or the presence
of infrastructure (construction and
decommissioning).

There is a very small number of residential receptors
within the Onshore Project Boundary. However, it is not
expected that there would be any direct impacts on these
receptors due to land required for the construction,
operation and maintenance, or decommissioning of the
Onshore Project. As noted in Section 17.1, the Planning
Application boundary has been refined to avoid the
inclusion of unnecessary residential land.

Direct impacts on core paths and rights of
way within the Onshore Project Boundary, as
a result of construction activity or the
presence of infrastructure (construction and
decommissioning).

There are no core paths within the Onshore Project
Boundary and it is not proposed that there would be any
temporary or permanent closures or diversions of the
Hebridean Way or Timeless Way long distance routes.

Displacement of tourism businesses within
the Onshore Project Boundary as a result of
construction activity or the presence of

No tourism businesses have been identified within the
Onshore Project Boundary, and so there is no pathway for
direct impacts during construction, operation and
maintenance, or decommissioning.
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Activity or impact

Rationale for scoping out

infrastructure (construction and
decommissioning).

Direct impacts on tourism accommodation
providers within the Onshore Project
Boundary as a result of construction activity
or the presence of infrastructure
(construction and decommissioning).

No tourism accommodation providers have been
identified within the Onshore Project Boundary. While
there may be some accommodation providers located in
residential properties within the Onshore Project
Boundary, it is not expected that there would be any
direct impacts on these receptors due to land required for
the construction, operation and maintenance, and
decommissioning of the Onshore Project. As noted in
Section 17.1, the Planning Application boundary has been
refined to avoid the inclusion of unnecessary residential
land.

Indirect impacts on access to all receptor
groups from impacts on the local road
network (construction, operation and
maintenance, and decommissioning).

Chapter 12: Traffic and Access, Volume 2 does not
report any significant adverse effects on the local road
network during construction or operation and
maintenance. Therefore, it is not expected that there will
be any indirect impacts on access to land use, tourism or
recreation receptors from impacts on the local road
network. Further information is provided in Chapter 12:
Traffic and Access, Volume 2.

Direct impacts on all receptor groups
(operation and maintenance).

There is no pathway for direct impacts on land use,
tourism and recreation receptor groups during operation
and maintenance. Any permanent direct impacts arising
during construction (for example due to land
requirements or changes in access arrangements) are
assessed as permanent construction effects.

Indirect impacts on all receptor groups due
to environmental impacts (operation and
maintenance).

The operation and maintenance phase has been scoped
out of assessment in Chapter 12: Traffic and Access,
Volume 2 and Chapter 16: Air Quality, Volume 2, and it
is not expected that there will be any significant adverse
noise effects during operation and maintenance. While
there may be significant adverse visual effects on land
use, tourism and recreation receptors in some locations,
there is no pathway for combined effects on amenity. An
assessment of visual effects during operation and
maintenance is provided in Chapter 9: Landscape and
Visual Impact Assessment, Volume 2.
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17.5 METHODOLOGY FOR BASELINE DATA GATHERING AND IMPACT ASSESSMENT

17.5.1

Overview

METHODOLOGY FOR BASELINE DATA GATHERING

17.5.1.1 Baseline data collection has been undertaken to obtain information for the study areas described in

Section 17.4.2.

17.5.1.2 Section 17.6 describes current baseline conditions, drawing on a desk-based study of published

data, and from information gathered through the focus groups and stakeholder interviews

described in Section 17.3.2.

17.5.1.3 The following section describes the methodology for the desk-based study.

Desk study

17.5.1.4 The data sources that have been collected and used to inform the Land Use, Tourism and

Recreation assessment are summarised in Table 17-7.

Table 17-7 Data Sources Used to Inform the Land Use, Tourism and Recreation EIA

Source Date Summary Coverage of Study Area
Land use
Scottish Agricultural 2024 Census data of agricultural land uses, Full coverage of
Census crop areas, livestock and number of Scotland/Alba at local
people working on agricultural land. authority level
The Crofting 2023 Register of croft land extents on Full coverage of all crofting
Commission Ordnance survey map areas in Scotland/Alba
The Forestry 2023 The National Forest Inventory for Full coverage of forest and
Commission Scotland woodland areas in
Scotland/Alba
Scotland'’s Soils 2016 Land Capability for Agriculture (LCA) Full coverage of
mapping of main soil types, resources | Scotland/Alba
and risk maps.
Land Capability for Forestry (LCF)
mapping.
Tourism and recreation
CnES and Visit 2017 Outer Hebrides Visitor Survey inclusive | Full coverage of the
Scotland of tourism statistics. Western Isles/Na h-
Eileanan Siar
Open Street Map 2025 Location data for tourism receptors Full coverage of
including accommodation Scotland/Alba
ScotWays 2025 Heritage paths location and routes Full coverage of
Scotland/Alba
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Source Date Summary Coverage of Study Area
Strava Global 2025 Heatmapping for sporting activities Full coverage of
Heatmap like hiking, walking, cycling and Scotland/Alba

running.

17.5.1.5 The assessment is desk-based and so no site surveys were required.

17.5.2.1 The Land Use, Tourism and Recreation baseline draws on information gathered through the focus
groups described in Section 17.3.2. Assumptions and limitations specific to the focus group
research are provided in Appendix A6.2: Focus Group Summary Report, Volume 4.

17.5.2.2 As there is no single source of data on tourism attractions, the desk-based assessment has
identified receptors using published data sources and web searches using relevant search terms.
There may be a small number of receptors that have not been captured, or receptors that have
opened or closed for business since the baseline was compiled.

17.5.2.3 The Land Use, Tourism and Recreation assessment draws on the findings of other technical
assessments, as outlined in Section 17.5.3 below. Each uses a different study area and methodology
appropriate to that topic. Professional judgement has been used to interpret the findings of these
assessments for the purposes of the Land Use, Tourism and Recreation assessment.

17.5.3.1 The project-wide generic approach to assessment is set out in Chapter 5: Approach to EIA,
Volume 2. The following sections provide the assessment methodology used to assess the
potential impacts on Land Use, Tourism and Recreation only.

17.5.3.2 A matrix approach as described in Chapter 5: Approach to EIA, Volume 2 has been used to
determine the significance of effects, by comparing impact magnitude against receptor value and
sensitivity.

17.5.3.3 This methodology has been used to assess the construction, O&M, and decommissioning phases
of the Onshore Project.

17.5.3.4 The assessment of direct impacts on Land Use, Tourism and Recreation receptors considers the
land within the Onshore Project Boundary and the potential for the construction, operation and
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decommissioning of the Onshore Project to result in loss of land, reduction in access, or
displacement of tourism and recreation activity within the Onshore Project Boundary.

17.5.3.5 The assessment of indirect impacts on Land Use, Tourism and Recreation receptors considers the

wider study area and takes into account the findings of other relevant assessments, including
Chapter 9: Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, Volume 2, Chapter 12: Traffic and
Access, Volume 2, Chapter 15: Airborne Noise and Vibration, Volume 2, and Chapter 16: Air
Quality, Volume 2. It assesses whether the significant effects identified in these chapters have the
potential to result in combined effects on amenity for Land Use, Tourism and Recreation receptors
within the study area.

17.5.3.6 Permanent effects arising from the construction of the Onshore Project, such as permanent loss of

17.5.4.1

land that will continue into the operational phase, are assessed as permanent, long term
construction effects.

The assessment of significance has drawn on relevant ISEP guidance (see Table 17-1), and on
aspects of work being undertaken in collaboration with the University of the Highlands and Islands
(UHI) to develop a targeted and refined methodology for the assessment of social and economic
effects in the context of a highly rural island setting, including effects on land use, tourism and
recreation. This has included developing criteria to determine the sensitivity of receptors and the
magnitude of potential impacts, taking into account the wide range of potential impacts that could
arise, and local issues associated with the island context.

17.5.4.2 This work is ongoing, and addresses a broader range of topics than would typically be considered

within an EIA. However, the methodology has sought to incorporate aspects of the work that are
relevant to the topics scoped into this assessment — including the development of bespoke criteria
to assess the magnitude of impacts and sensitivity of receptors, as described below — whilst
aligning with the ISEP guidance and with the general approach to the assessment outlined

in Chapter 5: Approach to EIA, Volume 2. Other aspects of the work have informed the
methodology used in Chapter 6: Socio-economics, Volume 2, and in Chapter 18: Human
Health, Volume 2.

17.5.4.3 The magnitude of an impact is typically determined by the following factors, as set out in the ISEP
guidance referenced in Section 17.2 (ISEP, 2025):
e The size of the impact based on anticipated change versus the baseline;
e The scale or extent of the impact — the geo-spatial area in which the impact would occur;
e The duration of the impact — whether the impact would be short, medium or long-term;
¢ The frequency of the impact (if relevant) — how often the impact would occur;
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e The reversibility of the impact — whether the impact would be temporary or permanent;

e Whether the impact would be positive, negative or neutral.

17.5.44 For this assessment, tailored criteria have been developed based on these factors, drawing on the

work undertaken with UHI and taking into account the local context, as outlined above. The criteria

that have been used to assess the magnitude of impacts are set out in Table 17-8. These are

qualitative criteria that do not seek to quantify the degree of change that would be considered

high, medium or low, and have been developed to allow for flexibility so that the assessment can

reflect the local context. This approach aligns with the ISEP guidance (ISEP, 2025).

Table 17-8 Magnitude Criteria

Magnitude of impact

Description

High

An impact that would have permanent implications for the long-term
affecting the access, amenity and quality of land and natural resources which
are used by many people across a broad cross-section of the population and
affecting various elements of the local communities’ resilience, including
industries such as tourism.

Permanent loss of an asset and/or quality and integrity of an asset; severe
damage to key characteristics, features or elements, e.g. direct acquisition
and demolition of buildings and direct development of land to accommodate
the Project.

Permanent loss/severance of an existing recreational route used by walkers
and cyclists.

Medium

An impact that continues for the medium/non-permanent term throughout
the project life and affects the access, amenity and quality of land and natural
resources for specific groups of people and affecting specific elements of the
local communities’ resilience, including industries such as tourism.

Partial loss of/damage to key characteristics, features or elements, e.g., partial
removal or substantial amendment to access, acquisition of land
compromising viability of asset, or large changes in amenity for visitors.

Disruption of a recreational route used by walkers and cyclists with large
increase/decrease in journey length/time and/or large changes to amenity for
recreational users.

Low

An impact that occurs periodically or over the short term throughout the life
of the project affecting the quality, amenity or access to land resources for a
small number of people and with little effect on the local communities’
resilience, including industries such as tourism.

A discernible change in attributes, quality or vulnerability; minor loss of, or
alteration to, one (maybe more) key characteristics, features or elements, e.g.
amendment to access, acquisition of land resulting in changes to operating
conditions that do not compromise overall viability of asset, or minor changes
in amenity for visitors.
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Magnitude of impact

Description

Alteration of a recreational route used by walkers and cyclists but with minor
increase in journey length/time and/or minor changes to amenity for
recreational user.

Negligible

A potential impact that is very short in duration so that the land access and
amenity baseline remains largely consistent and there is no detectable effect
on the wellbeing of people or the local communities’ resilience, including
industries such as tourism.

A potential impact that is very short in duration so that the land access and
amenity baseline remains largely consistent and there is no detectable effect
on the wellbeing of people or the local communities’ resilience, including
industries such as tourism.

Very minor change to recreational route used by walkers and cyclists.

17.5.4.5 The sensitivity of a receptor is typically indicated by the following factors, as set out in the ISEP
guidance referenced in Section 17.2 (ISEP, 2025):

Its value in relevant local, regional or national policy;

Its resilience and capacity to absorb change;

Its scarcity value, or the availability of suitable alternative resources;
The extent to which the local community depend on it.

17.5.4.6 Sensitivity criteria have been developed, drawing on aspects of the work undertaken with UHI,
taking account of the fragility of receptors, and their resilience to negative impacts (Vanclay, 2015;
Rowan, 2024)). Careful consideration has been given to the formulation of criteria to incorporate
key issues for rural and remote regions while also providing the flexibility for the assessment to

reflect local value systems and the local baseline context. Sensitivity is determined by a

combination of indicators of fragility (comprising their social, economic, or environmental value,

their scarcity value, and the extent to which the local community depends on them), and

indicators of adaptability or resilience (their resilience and capacity to absorb change).

17.5.4.7 The criteria that have been used to assess the sensitivity of receptors are set out in Table 17-9.

Table 17-9 Sensitivity Criteria

Sensitivity of receptor

Description

High

Fragility:

Receptors or land uses that are of national or international status and/or have
high visitor numbers.

Receptors or land uses that have unique features or characteristics and a high
scarcity value.
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Sensitivity of receptor Description
Receptors or land uses that have a high recreational, tourist, or land use
value.
Access routes that are frequently used by walkers, cyclists and other
recreational users for recreational and leisure purposes (e.g. national trails).
LCA Grade 3.1 and above.
Resilience:
Lack of alternative receptors or land uses that could be used for the same
purpose.
Receptors or land uses that are irreplaceable with unique features.
Very slow recovery rate of the features of the asset or land use.
Medium Fragility:
Receptors or land uses that are of regional status and/or have medium visitor
numbers.
Receptors or land uses that have a medium scarcity value.
Receptors or land uses that have a medium recreational, tourist, or land use
value.
Access routes moderately used by walkers and cyclists, and other recreational
users for recreational and leisure purposes (e.g., regional trails).
LCA Grade 3.2.
Resilience:
Few alternative receptors or land uses that could be used for the same
purpose
Receptors or land uses may have unique features, but with some alternative
sites that can provide equivalent resources.
Slow recovery rate of the features of the receptors or land use.
Low Fragility:
Receptors or land uses that are of local status and/or low visitor numbers.
Receptors or land uses with few unique features or characteristics that have a
low scarcity value.
Receptors or land uses that have a low recreational, tourist, or land use value.
Locally designated access routes for which alternative routes can be taken.
LCA Grades 4.1-7.
Resilience:
Some alternative receptors or land uses with some limitations in terms of
suitability.
Average recovery rate of the features of the asset or land uses.
Negligible Fragility:
Receptors or land uses that are of low status and/or few visitors.
Receptors or land uses with very low scarcity value.
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Sensitivity of receptor

Description

value.

Resilience:
Many alternative receptors or land uses are within easy reach.
Fast recovery rate of the asset or land use.

Receptors or land uses that have very low recreational, tourist, or land use

Significance

17.5.4.8 Following the identification of the magnitude of impact, features value and sensitivity it is possible

effect is considered to be significant.

to determine the significance of effect. The matrix provided in Table 17-10 below is used as a
framework to aid in determination of the impact assessment and provides further detail of what

17.5.4.9 Effects that are assessed as ‘'major’ or ‘'moderate’ are typically considered to be ‘significant’ in EIA

Table 17-10 Significance Matrix

terms. Professional judgement is applied, where appropriate, to determine significance of effect, for
an example where an effect could be between the thresholds for minor or moderate significance.

Sensitivity of Receptor/Receiving Environment to Change/Effect
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17.6.1.1 This section provides information on the land use, tourism and recreation receptors located within
the relevant study area for this assessment. Further information relating to land use, tourism and
recreation across Lewis/Leodhais and the Western Isles/Na h-Eileanan, including details of land
ownership in Lewis/Leodhatis, is provided in Appendix A6.1: Detailed Social and Economic
Baseline, Volume 4.

Croft land, common grazings and shielings

17.6.1.2 Crofting is a form of land tenure in the Highland and Islands of Scotland/Alba, and is the
predominant land use in the Western Isles/Na h-Eileanan Siar, with around 77% of the land area
held in crofting tenure and subject to crofting legislation (Crofting Reform, 1976, 2007 and 2010)
(The Furrow, 2020). Crofters have access to a larger territory than their specific croft, which includes
areas of common grazing. Shielings are small structures that were historically used by crofters and
their families for residence during the summer to enable their livestock to graze the common
grazing of the moorland.

17.6.1.3 The majority of the land within the Onshore Project Boundary comprises common grazing and is
used predominantly for grazing sheep (see Figure 17.5, Volume 3). The design of the Onshore
Project has sought to avoid croft land and apportionments? and both the Landfall Substation and
the Grid Substation are located on land that is not currently in any form of crofting tenure. The
Onshore Cable Corridor crosses 9 apportionments, and 9 common grazings, and there is a small
number of crofts within the Onshore Project Boundary at Barvas/Barabhas and Lower
Barvas/Barabhas larach. It is understood that there are a small number of shielings on
Barvas/Barabhas Moor that are in active use, however it is not known whether any of these are
within the Onshore Cable Corridor. As noted in Section 17.1, the Planning Application boundary
has been refined to avoid the inclusion of unnecessary croft land, and no longer includes crofts at
Barvas/Barabhas.

17.6.1.4 In relation to the quality of agricultural land, land capability for agriculture (LCA) mapping shows
that the majority of agricultural land on Lewis/Leodhais and across the Western Isles/Na h-Eileanan
Siar is classed as LCA grade 6.3, defined as land capable of use as rough grazings with low quality
plants, with areas of higher quality grade 5.1-5.3 land around the coast (Soil Survey of Scotland
Staff, 1981). This is reflected in data from the Scottish Agricultural Census, which shows that there
are 268,986 ha of land in the Western Isles/Na h-Eileanan Siar in use for grass and rough grazing,

2 Apportionment is a process by which a crofter is granted exclusive use of a specific area of common grazing land for certain
purposes.
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and only 912 ha in use for crops or fallow (Scottish Government, 2024). Further information on soils
is provided in Chapter 13: Peat, Geology, Soils and Contaminated Land, Volume 2.

Croft land, apportionments and common grazings are shown in Figure 17.5, Volume 3, and LCA
data is shown in Figure 17.7, Volume 3. The economic role of crofting is discussed in Chapter 6:
Socio-economics, Volume 2. Further information on historic shielings is provided in Chapter 11:
Onshore Archaeology and Cultural Heritage, Volume 2, and information on the social and
economic role of shielings is provided in Appendix A6.1: Detailed Social and Economic Baseline,
Volume 4.

Woodland

There is very limited woodland cover within the Onshore Project Boundary. Data from the National
Forest Inventory Scotland 2023 (Forestry Commission, 2023), shown on Figure 17.6, Volume 3,
shows that there are small areas of woodland created under the Woodland Grant Scheme and
Scottish Forestry Grant Scheme (Scottish Forestry, 2025) at Barvas/Barabhas, on Barvas/Barabhas
Moor, and around Marybank/Bruach Mairi. Land Capability for Forestry (LCF) data shows that the
land within the Onshore Project Boundary is classed as F7 — land unsuitable for producing tree
crops (Soil Survey of Scotland Staff, 1988).

Peatbanks

The interior of Lewis/Leodhais, including Barvas/Barabhas Moor, is an extensive plain of low-lying
peatlands. Peat has traditionally been cut by crofters as a domestic fuel source, which is used either
exclusively or in combination with other fuels. Traditional peat cutting is a seasonal,
intergenerational and communal activity, carried out at peatbanks associated with individual
families or crofts.

Current Scottish Government policy is focused on the restoration of peatlands, including on
crofting and common grazing land (Scottish Government, 2025), and on ending the commercial
sale of peat (Scottish Government, 2023). However, crofters retain the right to extract peat from
existing peatbanks on common grazing land, and peat remains an important fuel source for some
crofting households. Data presented in Appendix A6.1: Detailed Economic and Social Baseline,
Volume 4 shows that around 10% of people living in the Scottish Islands reported cutting peat to
heat their homes in 2023 (Scottish Government, 2023).

Residential

There are a small number of residential properties within the Onshore Project Boundary, at
Barvas/Barabhas and at Marybank/Bruach Mairi near Stornoway/Steornabhagh. As noted in Section
17.1, the Planning Application boundary has been refined to avoid the inclusion of unnecessary
residential land, and so no longer includes residential properties.

17.6.1.10 In the Study Area, residential development is concentrated in Stornoway/Steornabhagh,

which is the only large town in the Western Isles/Na h-Eileanan Siar. Other settlements within the

Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works EIA Chapter 17: Land Use, Tourism and Recreation, Volume 2 Page 17-25

May 2026



73

Spiorad
(nEMara

Study Area include the crofting settlements of Barvas/Barabhas, Lower Barvas/Barabhas larach,
Upper Barvas/Barabhas Uarach, and Brue/Bru, and the villages of Marybank/Bruach Mairi,
Newmarket/An Margaidh Ur and Laxdale/Lacasdail, near Stornoway/Steornabhagh.

Community receptors and infrastructure

17.6.1.11

Community receptors and infrastructure that are within, or partially within, the Onshore

Project Boundary are:

17.6.1.12

Benadrove Landfill Site at Marybank/Bruach Mairi is within the Onshore Project Boundary.
There are two quarry sites adjacent to the Landfill Site that are not currently in use.

Two telecom masts at Marybank/Bruach Mairi are within the Onshore Project Boundary and
adjacent to the Onshore Cable Corridor. A third mast on Barvas/Barabhas Moor is outside the
Onshore Project Boundary.

Creed Park Waste Recycling Centre at Arnish/Airinis is within the Onshore Project Boundary and
adjacent to the Onshore Cable Corridor.

Barvas/Barabhas Industrial Estate and Community Garden are within the Onshore Project
Boundary and 0.2 km from the Onshore Cable Corridor.

Westside Primary School/Sgoil an Taobh Siar is partially within the Onshore Project Boundary at
Lower Barvas/Barabhas larach, and is 0.4 km from the Onshore Cable Corridor.

Three wind turbines at Druim nan Carnan windfarm, Ballantrushal/Baile and Truiseil, are within
the Onshore Project Boundary and are approximately 0.5 km from the Onshore Cable Corridor.

Community receptors and infrastructure within the Study Area are presented in Table 17-11

and shown on Figure 17.6, Volume 3. There are numerous receptors within

Stornoway/Steornabhagh town centre, including medical facilities and places of worship, that are

within the 3 km Study Area but are not expected to experience significant effects. These are shown

on Figure 17.6, Volume 3 and are not listed below.

Table 17-11 Community Receptors and Infrastructure in the Study Area

Receptor Description Distance from Onshore | Distance from OTW
Project Boundary

Benadrove Landfill Site | Landfill site for disposal of Within Onshore Adjacent to Onshore
commercial and industrial Project Boundary Cable Corridor
waste

Telecom masts, Two telecom masts located Within Onshore Adjacent to Onshore

Marybank/Bruach Mairi | close to Benadrove Landfill Project Boundary Cable Corridor
Site

Creed Park Waste Waste management facility Within Onshore Adjacent to Onshore

Recycling Centre serving Lewis and Harris/ Project Boundary Cable Corridor
Leodhas agus Na Hearadh
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Receptor Description Distance from Onshore | Distance from OTW
Project Boundary
Barvas/Barabhas Commercial units and Within Onshore 0.2 km from
Industrial Estate and polycrubs with raised beds for | Project Boundary Onshore Cable
Community Garden use by the community. Corridor
Westside Primary Primary school, located at Partially within 0.4 km from
School/Sgoil an Taobh Lower Barvas/Barabhas larach. | Onshore Project Onshore Cable
Siar Boundary Corridor
Druim nan Carnan Wind turbines operated by Within Onshore 0.5 km from
windfarm, Galson Energy Ltd. Project Boundary Onshore Cable
Ballantrushal/Baile and Corridor
Truiseil
Barvas/Barabhas Cemetery Adjacent to Onshore | 0.2 km from
Cemetery Project Boundary Onshore Cable
Corridor
Macaulay College Community Interest Company | <0.1 km 0.1 km from
providing activities for people Onshore Cable
with additional social and Corridor
educational requirements
Laxdale/Lacasdail Community centre <0.1 km 1.6 km from
Community Hall Onshore Cable
Corridor
Laxdale/Lacasdail Primary school 0.1 km 1.6 km from
Primary School Onshore Cable
Corridor
Barvas/Barabhas and Community centre 0.1 km 0.5 km from
Brue/Bru Community Onshore Cable
Centre Corridor
Barvas/Barabhas Church | Place of worship 0.3 km 0.5 km from
of Scotland/Albg; Onshore Cable
Corridor
Barvas/Barabhas Free Place of worship 0.7 km 1.2 km from
Church of Onshore Cable
Scotland/Alba Corridor
University of the University campus 1.2 km 2 km from Onshore
Highlands and Islands Cable Corridor
(UHI) at Lews Castle
The Failte Centre Community Centre 1.5 km 2.7 km from
Onshore Cable
Corridor
Western Isles Hospital General hospital 1.7 km 2.2 km from
(WIH) Onshore Cable
Corridor
Stornoway Primary Primary school 2.1 km 3 km from Onshore

Cable Corridor
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Receptor Description Distance from Onshore | Distance from OTW
Project Boundary
The Nicolson Institute Secondary school 2.2 km 2.7 km from
Onshore Cable
Corridor
17.6.1.13 As noted in Section 17.1, the Planning Application boundary has been refined to avoid the

inclusion of unnecessary community and commercial land, and no longer includes Benadrove
Landfill Site, Barvas/Barabhas Industrial Estate and Community Garden, or Westside Primary
School/Sgoil an Taobh Siar.

Core paths and other rights of way

17.6.1.14 There are no core paths or heritage paths within the Onshore Project Boundary. As shown in
Figure 17.2, Volume 3, the following core paths are located within the Study Area:

e CnES Core Path 3 (Na Gearrannan to Bragar Coastal Path) follows the coast between
Garenin/Na Gearrannan and Bragar/Bhradhagair;

e CnES Core Path 4 (Newmarket Gateway All Abilities Path);

e (CnES Core Path 6 (Lews Castle Grounds Path).

17.6.1.15 There are two promoted long-distance routes that intersect the Onshore Project Boundary,
as shown in Figure 17.2, Volume 3.

e The Hebridean Way is a long-distance walking and cycling route (also known as National Cycle
Route (NCA) 780) which links Vatersay/Bhatarsaigh in the south with Lewis/Leodhais in the
north. The walking route follows the route of the A858 into Stornoway/Steornabhagh and
crosses the Onshore Project Boundary at Marybank/Bruach Mairi, west of
Stornoway/Steornabhagh. The cycling route follows the A857 and A858 roads and crosses the
Onshore Project Boundary at Barvas/Barabhas.

e The Timeless Way is a long-distance walking route linking Vatersay/Bhatarsaigh with the Butt of
Lewis/Rubha Robhanais (LDWA, 2025). It also follows the route of the A858 into
Stornoway/Steornabhagh and crosses the Onshore Project Boundary at Marybank/Bruach Mairi,
west of Stornoway/Steornabhagh.

Open access land and informal paths

17.6.1.16 As set out in Table 17-1, under the Land Reform (Scotland) Act (2003) people in
Scotland/Alba have the right of responsible non-motorised access for recreational and other
purposes to land and inland water throughout Scotland/Alba, with some exceptions (for example,
where land is under crop). Data from the Strava Global Heat Map has been used to identify existing
recreational use of land within the Onshore Project Boundary. This is data recorded by users of the
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Strava app, which shows the routes that have been used over the last year for a variety of
recreational activities. As it only provides data collected by users of the app it does not provide a
comprehensive record of recreational activity in an area, however it does provide a useful
indication of the routes that are frequently used for walking, cycling, and running, for example.

17.6.1.17 Strava heat mapping indicates that there is very little recreational use of land on
Barvas/Barabhas Moor. However, access routes on the moor may support land-use activities,
including peat cutting, as well as dispersed, seasonal activity linked to deer stalking and freshwater
fishing. The scale and frequency of these uses is unknown. Strava data suggests that the machair
around Barvas/Barabhas is used for walking and running (Strava, 2025), and also indicates
recreational use of informal footpaths and tracks within the Study Area, including at
Barvas/Barabhas and around Stornoway/Steornabhagh.

Tourism receptors

17.6.1.18 Beaches and coastal scenery are one of the main attractions for tourists to Lewis/Leodhais
and the Western Isles. The Outer Hebrides Visitor Survey, conducted in 2017, reported that 77% of
leisure tourists responded that they had visited and enjoyed beaches or coastal scenery as part of
their Hebridean holiday (CnES and VisitScotland, 2018).

17.6.1.19 Barvas/Barabhas beach on the west coast is located adjacent to the Onshore Project
Boundary, and Bru/Bru beach is also within the Study Area. Strava and MarineScotland data shows
that both Barvas/Barabhas and Bru/Bru beaches are used for water-based activities including
surfing, paddleboarding, and canoeing (Strava, 2025) (MarineScotland, 2015). As noted above, the
machair at Barvas/Barabhas is also used for a range of activities. Anecdotally, these include metal
detecting, picnicking, wild camping, and as car parking for anglers and for people accessing the
beach, as well as walking and running.

17.6.1.20 Lews Castle Grounds in Stornoway/Steornabhagh is located adjacent to the Onshore Project
Boundary and provides walking, cycling and mountain biking routes, and visitor facilities.

17.6.1.21 Other tourism receptors identified within the Study Area are presented in Table 17-12 and
are shown on Figure 17.3, Volume 3.

Table 17-12 Tourism Receptors in the Study Area

Receptor Description Distance from Onshore | Distance from
Project Boundary oTW
Lews Castle Grounds Walking, cycling and mountain | Adjacent to Onshore 0.5 km from
biking routes and visitor Project Boundary Onshore Cable
facilities including a shop and Corridor

café. Also used as a live music
venue during the annual
HebCelt festival.
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Receptor Description Distance from Onshore | Distance from
Project Boundary oTW
Barvas/Barabhas beach Beach and machair used for Adjacent to Onshore 0.6 km from
and machair surfing, paddleboarding, Project Boundary Onshore Cable
canoeing, walking, running and Corridor /

Onshore Landfall
Area

Venue for the annual Faclan
Hebridean Book Festival.
Historic site with some car
parking.

Trushal Standing Historic site with some car 0.3 km 1.6 km from
Stone/Clach an Truiseil parking. Onshore Cable
Corridor
Bru/Bru beach Beach used for surfing, 1.0 km 1.5 km from
paddleboarding, canoeing and Onshore Cable
other recreational activities. Corridor /
Onshore Landfall
Area
Museum nan Eilean A museum based within Lews 1.3 km 2 km from
Castle Grounds. Onshore Cable
Corridor
Stornoway/Steornabhagh | Visitor facilities include car 1.7 km 2 km from
Harbour parking and a marina, as well as Onshore Cable
the ferry terminal for Corridor
Lewis/Leodhais
An Lanntair Arts Centre | A multi arts venue providing an | 1.9 km 2.2 km from
art gallery, theatre, cinema, Onshore Cable
dance studio, and concert hall. Corridor

Rivers, lochs and lochans

17.6.1.22

There are numerous rivers, lochs and lochans within the Onshore Project Boundary and the

Study Area. These include the River Barvas/Abhainn Barabhas and River Creed/Abhainn Ghrioda,
both of which are used for recreational fishing, including for salmon and sea trout.

17.6.1.23

The River Barvas/Abhainn Barabhas is within the Study Area and within the Onshore Project

Boundary in places on Barvas/Barabhas Moor, where it flows parallel to and on the west side of the
A857. The River Creed/Abhainn Ghrioda enters the Minch/A' Mhaoil to the southwest of
Stornoway/Steornabhagh within the Study Area and crosses the Onshore Project Boundary close to

the proposed location of the Grid Substation.

17.6.1.24

and is also used for recreational fishing.
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17.6.1.25
in Chapter 14: Hydrology and Hydrogeology, Volume 2.

Further information regarding watercourses and water bodies on Lewis/Leodhais is provided

Other recreational receptors

17.6.1.26
than 0.1 km from the Onshore Cable Corridor and 0.4 km from the proposed location of the Grid

Lochside Arena, an equestrian facility, is located within the Onshore Project Boundary, less

Substation. There are no other recreational receptors within the OTW Boundary.

17.6.1.27
Figure 17.3, Volume 3. Walking and cycling routes at Lews Castle Grounds are included in Table

Other recreational receptors within the Study Area are set out in Table 17-13 and shown on

17-12.

Table 17-13 Other Recreation Facilities in the Study Area

Receptor Description Distance from Onshore | Distance from OTW
Project Boundary
Lochside Arena Indoor arena used primarily for | Within Onshore <0.1 km from
equestrian events, adjacent to Project Boundary Onshore Cable
the OTW Boundary and the site Corridor/0.4km
of the Grid Substation. from Grid
Substation
Western Isles Motocross | Motor sport facility located <0.1 km <0.1 km from
Track / Lewis Car Club close to the OTW Boundary at Onshore Cable
Arnish/Airinis. Corridor
West Side Football Club | Football club located close to <0.1 km 0.5 km from
the OTW Boundary at Onshore Cable
Barvas/Barabhas. Corridor
Barvas/Barabhas and Community centre located close | <0.1 km 0.5 km from
Brue/Bru Community to the OTW Boundary at Onshore Cable
Centre Barvas/Barabhas. Corridor
Stornoway Golf Club 18 hole links golf course, 1.2 km 2.2 km from
located within woodlands at Onshore Cable
Lews Castle in Corridor
Stornoway/Steornabhagh.
Stornoway Rugby Club Rugby club adjacent to 1.5 km 2.5 km from
Stornoway Golf Club Onshore Cable
Corridor
Stornoway Bowling Club | Bowling club adjacent to 1.5 km 2.5 km from
Stornoway Rugby Club Onshore Cable
Corridor
Lewis Sports Centre Sports centre providing facilities | 2.3 km 2.8 km from
including swimming pool, Onshore Cable
health suite, fitness centre, Corridor
squash courts, and sports hall.
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Tourism accommodation

17.6.1.28 Tourism accommodation within the Study Area includes self-catering properties, bed and

breakfast accommodation, and camping pods located around Barvas/Barabhas, Brue/Bru, and
Stornoway/Steornabhagh. Hotel accommodation on Lewis/Leodhais is generally concentrated in
Stornoway/Steornabhagh.

17.6.2.1 The Outer Hebrides Local Development Plan 2018 allocates development sites for housing,
economic development, and for infrastructure/mixed use/environment. There are a number of sites
allocated for housing in Stornoway/Steornabhagh, most of which are to the east of the town centre.
While some of these sites are within the Study Area, there are none within the Onshore Project
Boundary. Land at Creed Business Park, within the Onshore Project Boundary, and at Arnish,
outside the Onshore Project Boundary but within the Study Area, is allocated for economic
development.

17.6.2.2 It is likely that crofting will remain a predominant land use within the Study Area and across
Lewis/Leodhais, although it is recognised that climate change is likely to continue to impact on land
use, by changing the suitability of land for different types of agricultural use and by requiring
changes in the way that land is managed to support more sustainable and regenerative approaches
(Scottish Government, n.d.).

17.6.2.3 In relation to tourism, visitor numbers to Scotland/Alba are expected to continue to grow (Scottish
Government, 2020). It is likely that national trends will be reflected in the Study Area and across
Lewis/Leodhais, although the growth in visitor numbers may be limited by the availability of
transport and accommodation on the island. Barvas Estate Trust/Urras Bharabhais is planning to
develop a caravan/camp site adjacent to Barvas/Barabhas Industrial Estate and Community
Gardens which it is hoped will reduce wild camping on the machair, however these plans are at an
early stage (Barvas Estate Trust / Urras Bharabhais, 2026).

17.6.2.4 In summary, it is expected that future residential and commercial development on Lewis/Leodhais
will be concentrated predominantly in the Stornoway/Steornabhagh area. Crofting and tourism are
likely to remain important land uses across the island, although there may be pressures associated
with climate change and with increasing visitor numbers.

17.7.1.1 Assessing using a parameter-based design envelope approach means that the assessment
considers a maximum design scenario whilst allowing the flexibility to make improvements in the
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future in ways that cannot be predicted at the time of submission of the consent applications. The
assessment of the maximum adverse scenario for each receptor establishes the maximum potential
adverse impact and as a result impacts of greater adverse significance would not arise should any
other development scenario (as described in Chapter 3: Project Description, Volume 2) to that
assessed within this chapter be taken forward in the final scheme design.

17.7.1.2 The maximum parameters and assessment assumptions that have been identified to be relevant to

Land Use, Tourism and Recreation are outlined in Table 17-14 and are in line with Chapter 3:
Project Description, Volume 2.
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Table 17-14 Maximum Design Scenario considered for Impacts on Land Use, Tourism and Recreation

Spiorad
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Project phase and activity/impact

Maximum Design Scenario

Justification

Construction and Decommissioning

Direct impacts (loss of land,
displacement of activity, and
impacts on access) on receptors
within the Onshore Project
Boundary as a result of
construction activity or the
presence of infrastructure, and
indirect impacts on tourism and
recreation receptors within the
Study Area due to environmental
impacts from construction
activity.

Construction period

The total anticipated construction period for each onshore substation is around
36 months, and the total expected duration of construction works relating to
the cable route is 2-3 years. It is anticipated that the OTW Project construction
will take up to 5 years.

Landfall

A single landfall site near Barvas/Barabhas

Onshore Landfall Area of 562,186m?

Transition joint bays (TJBs) at landfall with a maximum footprint of 20 m x 5 m
and 2.5 m in depth.

Landfall Substation

A new Landfall Substation located northeast of Barvas/Barabhas

Estimated substation footprint - 12,540 m?

Footprint of temporary construction compound — 4,900m? for site compound,
3,600m? for laydown, and 5,900m? for temporary earthworks stockpiles

SuDS pond - 3,600m?

Upgrade to junction with A857 and temporary vehicle access track from A687
to substation, of 1,400m in length and 10m in width

Grid Substation
A new Grid Substation to connect the Project to the national grid electrical
network at the new SSEN Lewis Hub converter station

These parameters represent the
maximum potential alteration to land
use within the Onshore Project
Boundary due to construction activity
that could potentially result in direct
impacts on land use, tourism and
recreation receptors, from loss of
land, disruption to or displacement of
activity, or reduction in access. They
also represent the extent of the
temporary and permanent onshore
infrastructure that could give rise to
indirect environmental impacts with
the potential to result in combined
effects on amenity for land use,
tourism and recreation receptors
within the Study Area.
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Project phase and activity/impact Maximum Design Scenario

Justification

Grid Substation located at Creed South West — immediately north of Loch Cnoc
a'Choilich

Estimated substation footprint — 56,000m?

Footprint of temporary construction compound — 8,200m? for site compound,
10,000m? for laydown, and 10,684m? for temporary earthworks stockpiles

New junction with A859 and permanent vehicle access track from A859 to
substation site, of 650m in length of 10m in width (during construction) and 5m
in width permanently

Onshore Cable Route

Buried onshore Export Cables in a single corridor for the maximum route length
of up to 23km-27 km.

Cable trench working area of 50 m.

Construction compounds along the route. Dimensions of 200m x 200m
proposed for primary construction compound, and 75m x 125 m for satellite
compounds.

Central haul road between two cable trenches. Access on to haul road from
existing main roads or spurs from proposed tracks associated with other
developments.

Cable route to be restored and returned to previous use, with the exception of
the haul road, parts of which will be converted to a Multiuse Pathway linking
Barvas/Barabhas to Stornoway/Steornabhagh

Operation and Maintenance

Creation of a new Multiuse TJBs at landfall with a maximum footprint of 20 m x 5 m and 2.5 m in depth.
Pathway
A new Landfall Substation located northeast of Barvas/Barabhas, accessed via a
new access road and junction with the A857

These parameters represent the
operational footprint of the Onshore
Project, including the creation of a
new Multiuse Pathway.
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Project phase and activity/impact

Maximum Design Scenario

Justification

Estimated substation footprint - 12,540 m?

A new Grid Substation located at Creed South West — immediately north of
Loch Cnoc a’'Choilich, accessed from the A859
Estimated substation footprint — 56,000m?

Haul road between the two trenches, parts of which will be converted to a
Multiuse Pathway linking Barvas/Barabhas to Stornoway/Steornabhagh.
Multiuse Pathway with a maximum length of 14 km and width of 5 m.
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17.7.2.1 As part of the Onshore Project design process, a number of embedded mitigation measures have
been adopted to reduce the potential for impacts on Land Use, Tourism and Recreation, and these

have evolved over the development process as the EIA has progressed and in response to
consultation.

17.7.2.2 The embedded mitigation measures also include those that have been identified as good or
standard practice and include actions that would be undertaken to meet existing legislation
requirements. As there is a commitment to implementing the embedded mitigation, and also to
various standard sectoral practices and procedures, they are considered inherently part of the
design of the Onshore Project and are set out in this EIAR.

17.7.2.3 Table 17-15 sets out the relevant embedded mitigation measures within the design and how these
affect the Land Use, Tourism and Recreation assessment.
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Table 17-15 Relevant Land Use, Tourism and Recreation Embedded Mitigation Measures

Spiorad
(ng)Mara

ID

Environmental measure proposed

Project phase
measure introduced

How the
environmental
measures will be
secured

Relevance to Land Use, Tourism and Recreation
assessment

Commitments

C001

An Onshore Construction
Environmental Management Plan
(CEMP) will be developed prior to
commencement of construction (in
accordance with Supporting
Document 6.6: Outline CEMP,
Volume 6) and adhered to in
compliance with legislative
requirements and best practice
standards and guidance.

Pre-construction
Construction

Planning condition

Measures contained in the CEMP will reduce the
environmental impacts of construction and thereby
reduce the likelihood of significant combined effects
on amenity for Land Use, Tourism and Recreation
receptors.

developed prior to the
decommissioning of the Project and
adhered to in compliance with
legislative requirements and best
practice standards and guidance.

C002 Following construction, temporary Construction CEMP, This will reduce temporary disruption to land use
construction areas not required for Planning condition practices, including temporary loss of common
the operational phase will be grazing land.
reinstated as soon as reasonably
practicable.

C005 A Decommissioning Plan will be Decommissioning Planning condition Measures contained in the Decommissioning Plan

will reduce the environmental impacts of
construction and thereby reduce the likelihood of
significant combined effects on amenity for Land
Use, Tourism and Recreation receptors.
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be between 08:00 to 18:00 on
Monday to Saturday. No construction
works are to be carried out outside of
these indicative hours, including
public holidays or bank holidays apart
from under the following
circumstances:

- Where continuous periods (up to
24-hours, Monday to Sunday) of
construction work are required for
trenchless crossing (including HDD
works at Landfall);

- For other works requiring extended
working hours such as concrete
pouring, which will require CnES to be
notified at least 72 hours in advance;
- For the delivery of AlLs, for large
single components such as
transformers, to avoid congestion on
the local road network, where the
relevant highway authority has been
notified prior to such works 72 hours
in advance;

construction

condition

(rslplor‘ad
aMara
ID Environmental measure proposed Project phase How the Relevance to Land Use, Tourism and Recreation
measure introduced | environmental assessment
measures will be
secured
C009 Construction hours are expected to Pre-construction, CEMP, Planning This will reduce the potential for disruption to

community facilities during evenings and on
Sunday'’s and bank holidays, through the restriction
of working hours,
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Environmental measure proposed

Project phase
measure introduced

How the
environmental
measures will be
secured

Relevance to Land Use, Tourism and Recreation
assessment

- As otherwise agreed in writing with
CnES.

Cco12

The Project is committed to
developing a Multiuse Pathway
extending from Barvas to Newmarket,
which will enhance safe active travel
opportunities.

Construction,
Operation and
Maintenance,
Decommissioning

Planning condition

This will provide a new tourism and recreation
resource in the long-term.

Cco14

Access to community facilities
including Barvas/Barabhas Cemetery
and Bennadrove Landfill will be
maintained during the construction
period as far as reasonably
practicable. Any temporary road
closures impacting on access to
community facilities would be agreed
in advance with the appropriate
stakeholders. Barvas/Barabhas
Cemetery Road would be used only to
facilitate enabling works at the
Landfall site.

Construction

Planning condition

This will reduce the potential for disruption to
access to community receptors and infrastructure.

Cc023

Prior to construction, a Biodiversity
Restoration and Enhancement Plan
(BREP) will be prepared to describe
any measures proposed or required

Pre-construction

Planning Condition

The Plan will include measures to compensate,
restore and / or enhance habitats affected by the
Project.
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ID Environmental measure proposed Project phase How the Relevance to Land Use, Tourism and Recreation
measure introduced | environmental assessment
measures will be
secured
by the Project to compensate, restore
and/or enhance habitats affected by
the Project. Exact measures will be
determined through consultation with
relevant stakeholders, including
NatureScot. The BREP will be finalised
prior to the construction phase, and
upon completion of any required pre-
construction surveys/assessment.

C034 An Access Management Plan (AMP) Construction CEMP, This will reduce the potential for disruption for land
will be developed to be included in Planning condition use, tourism and recreation receptors, including
the wider CEMP. The AMP will include crofters and tourists and recreational users.
measures to ensure safe access across
the cable corridor during construction
and operation.

C056 The Project is committed to avoiding | Construction Planning condition This will reduce the potential for temporary or
croft land as far as reasonably permanent impacts on croft land, common grazings
practicable. Areas disturbed by and shielings from the construction of the Onshore
temporary construction activities will Project.
be restored at the earliest opportunity

Mitigation

M062 Measures to manage access and Construction CEMP, AMP This will reduce the potential for temporary impacts
facilitate access to core paths and on tourism and recreation activity.
other routes will be included in the
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haul road to be maintained for
crofters and livestock during
construction and operation and
maintenance

Operation and
Maintenance,
Decommissioning

(gplorlad
aMara
ID Environmental measure proposed Project phase How the Relevance to Land Use, Tourism and Recreation
measure introduced | environmental assessment
measures will be
secured
Access Management Plan, to be
prepared post-consent. The Applicant
will engage with the relevant
authorities in preparing this Strategy.
M063 Safe access across cable corridor and | Construction, CEMP, AMP This will reduce the potential for temporary impacts

on access to croft land and common grazings.
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17.8.1.1

17.8.1.2

17.8.1.3

17.8.1.4

17.8.1.5

There is a potential for temporary or permanent loss of croft land or common grazings within the
Onshore Project Boundary due to land required for construction.

Magnitude

Construction of the OTW would require the temporary use of 146 ha of land, as described in Table
17-14, for a period of up to 5 years, and the longer-term loss of up to approximately 23 ha of land,
for a period of at least 35 years. As discussed in Section 17.6 and shown on Figure 17.5, Volume 3,
much of the land within the Onshore Project Boundary is common grazing. There is also a small
number of registered crofts and registered apportionments within the Onshore Project Boundary at
Upper Barvas/Barabhas Uarach, Barvas/Barabhas and on Barvas/Barabhas Moor.

As shown on Figure 17.5, Volume 3, neither the proposed site of the Landfall Substation nor the
proposed site of the Grid Substation is located on land that is currently under any form of crofting
tenure, and therefore there would be no permanent loss of croft land or common grazing
associated with the substations. There would be some permanent loss of common grazing land
alongside the A857 across Barvas/Barabhas Moor associated with the construction of the haul road,
parts of which will be converted to a Multiuse Pathway.

There is also the potential that common grazing land within the Onshore Project Boundary could
be used for peat reinstatement, as described in Chapter 13: Peat, Geology and Soils, Volume 2.
Areas for potential peat re-use are shown in Figure 13.6, Volume 3. The area of land that may be
required for peat reinstatement is not known at this stage, however areas used for peat
reinstatement will be returned to grazing use. While grazing densities in these areas will need to be
managed initially post-reinstatement, there will be no longer-term loss of land available for
grazing.

The cable route crosses 9 registered apportionments and 9 common grazings, as shown in Figure
17.5, Volume 3. The construction of the cable route across Barvas/Barabhas Moor, the haul road,
construction compounds, and other associated infrastructure described in Table 17-14 would
therefore temporarily require areas of apportioned croft land and common grazing land. While the
construction of the Cable Corridor as a whole would take of up to 3 years, construction would be
sequential, and so impacts would be localised and short-term for the duration of works in a
particular location. The cable route does not intersect with any registered crofts at Upper
Barvas/Barabhas Uarach or Barvas/Barabhas. It is not known at this stage whether there are any
shielings in active use within the Onshore Project Boundary, however the Project will continue to
engage with the relevant Estate Trusts and Common Grazings Committees.
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17.8.1.6 As set out in Table 17-15, specifically C002 and C056, the project is committed to avoiding croft
land as far as reasonably practicable, and areas disturbed by temporary construction activities will
be restored at the earliest opportunity. For this reason, the Planning Application boundary has
been refined and registered crofts at Barvas/Barabhas have been removed from the planning
boundary to avoid the inclusion of unnecessary croft land. This change is shown in Figure 17.5,
Volume 3.

17.8.1.7 Permanent loss of common grazing land would be restricted to the land within the haul road that
would be retained for the Multiuse Pathway. This would comprise a strip of land approximately 12.4
km in length and 5 m in width, running alongside the A857 between Barvas/Barabhas and
Newmarket/An Margaidh Ur. It is not expected that the permanent loss of this land would impact
on the wider availability or use of common grazing land on Barvas/Barabhas Moor. While a larger
area of land would be required temporarily during construction of the onshore cable route, this
would affect a relatively small proportion of the croft and common grazing land available within
the Study Area, and impacts would be localised and short-term. As noted above, areas disturbed by
temporary construction activities will be restored at the earliest opportunity.

17.8.1.8 Overall, taking into account the Project's commitment to avoid croft land as far as practicable and
the refinements to the Planning Application boundary to remove registered crofts at
Barvas/Barabhas and Upper Barvas/Barabhas, the magnitude of the impact on croft land, common
grazings and shielings is assessed as Low.

Sensitivity or Value of Receptor

17.8.1.9 As noted in Section 17.6 and shown on Figure 17.6, Volume 3, the quality of agricultural land
within the Study Area is generally low in LCA terms, with the majority classed as grade 6.3 and in
use as rough grazing. However, croft land is an important resource locally and is recognised in local
policy. The sensitivity of croft land and common grazings is therefore assessed as Medium.

Significance of Effect

17.8.1.10 Based on the low magnitude of impact and medium sensitivity of croft land and common
grazings, the overall significance of the effect is assessed as Minor Adverse, which is Not
Significant in EIA terms.

Further environmental mitigation and residual effect

17.8.1.11 No additional mitigation is considered necessary because the likely effects in the absence of
further mitigation (beyond the embedded commitments outlined in Section 17.7.2) are not
significant in EIA terms.

17.8.1.12 Wider socio-economic effects on crofting and the agricultural sector on Lewis/Leodhais are
assessed in Chapter 6: Socio-economics, Volume 2.
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17.8.1.13 There is the potential for a temporary reduction in access to croft land and common grazings

17.8.1.14

17.8.1.15

17.8.1.16

17.8.1.17

within the Onshore Project Boundary during construction due to construction activity or the
presence of infrastructure.

Magnitude

Moving livestock between crofts and areas of common grazing is a feature of crofting in the
Western Isles/Na h-Eileanan Siar. Shielings have traditionally been used by crofters to enable their
livestock to graze the common grazing of the moorland during the summer months. Construction
activity, particularly along the cable corridor around Barvas/Barabhas and across Barvas/Barabhas
Moor, has the potential to impact temporarily on access between individual crofts, areas of
common grazing, and shielings for crofters and livestock.

Impacts on access arising from the construction of the cable corridor would be temporary, localised
and short-term for the duration of works in a particular location. Around the proposed site of the
Landfall Substation, construction compound and associated infrastructure, there is the potential for
localised impacts on access between common grazings across Barvas/Barabhas machair for a
period of up to 3 years. It is not expected that there would be any impact on access to croft land
and common grazings associated with the construction of the Grid Substation.

As set out in Table 17-15, an AMP will be prepared (C034) which will include measures to ensure
safe access across the cable corridor during construction, including for crofters and livestock
(M063). On completion of construction, all land within the cable corridor is anticipated to return to
its pre-construction use (with the exception of the land that would be used for the Multiuse
Pathway), and so there would be no longer-term impact on access across the cable corridor.

The impact would be temporary, for a maximum of 3 years around the Landfall Substation,
construction compound and associated infrastructure. Other areas of common grazing are
available and would remain accessible throughout construction. The magnitude of the impact is
therefore assessed as Low.

Sensitivity or value of Receptor

17.8.1.18 As noted above, the sensitivity of croft land and common grazings is assessed as Medium.

17.8.1.19

Significance of Effect

Based on the low magnitude of impact and medium sensitivity of croft land and common grazings,
the overall significance of the effect is assessed as Minor Adverse, which is Not Significant in EIA
terms.
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Further environmental mitigation and residual effect

17.8.1.20 No additional mitigation is considered necessary because the likely effects in the absence of

further mitigation (beyond the embedded commitments outlined in Section 17.7.2) are not
significant in EIA terms.

17.8.1.21 There is a potential for temporary loss of woodland within the Onshore Project Boundary
due to land required for construction.

Magnitude

17.8.1.22 Construction of the Onshore Cable Corridor would require the loss of small areas of
woodland at Barvas/Barabhas, and at Marybank/Bruach Mairi. At Barvas/Barabhas, there is a
proposed trenchless crossing of the River Torray/Abhainn Thoraigh that would reduce the area of
woodland that would be removed. Data presented in Appendix A10.7: Habitat Loss Rationale
and Calculations, Volume 4, estimates that there could be direct loss of less than 1 ha of conifer
or broadleaf plantation habitat and temporary disturbance to approximately 1.5 ha.

17.8.1.23 The final route of the onshore cable route will be determined during detailed design, subject
to ground investigations and micro-routing. As set out in Table 17-15, temporary construction
areas not required for the operational phase will be reinstated as soon as reasonably practicable
(C002). Mitigation measures set out in Chapter 10: Onshore Ecology and Ornithology, Volume
2, includes a commitment to prepare a Biodiversity Restoration and Enhancement Plan (BREP)
which will describe measures proposed or required by the Project to compensate, restore and/or
enhance habitats affected by the Project (C023). While exact measures will be determined through
consultation with relevant stakeholders, it is likely that this will include the replacement of any trees
that are removed for the construction of the Onshore Cable Corridor.

17.8.1.24 As the area that would be impacted is very small and as is expected that the loss of trees
would be temporary and reversible, the magnitude of the impact is assessed as Low.

Sensitivity or Value of Receptor

17.8.1.25 The current use and management of the affected woodlands is not known at the time of
writing. As noted in Section 17.6, the quality of land within the Onshore Project Boundary is low in
LCA terms, with the majority classed as grade F.7 and therefore considered unsuitable for
producing tree crops. The sensitivity of woodland is therefore assessed as Low.

Significance of Effect

17.8.1.26 Based on the low magnitude of impact and low sensitivity of woodland, the overall
significance of the effect is assessed as Negligible, which is Not Significant in EIA terms.
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Further environmental mitigation and residual effect

17.8.1.27 No additional mitigation is considered necessary because the likely effects in the absence of

further mitigation (beyond the embedded commitments outlined in Section 17.7.2) are not
significant in EIA terms.

17.8.1.28 There is a potential for permanent loss of peatbanks used for fuel within the Onshore Project
Boundary due to land required for construction.

Magnitude

17.8.1.29 Drone surveys have shown evidence of extensive peatcutting on Barvas/Barabhas Moor, and
within the Onshore Project Boundary around the proposed site of the Grid Substation. It is not
known at this stage how many of the peatbanks within the Onshore Project Boundary are in active
use.

17.8.1.30 The construction of the Grid Substation and of the Onshore Cable Corridor, haul road,
construction compounds, and other associated infrastructure described in Table 17-14, will result
in the permanent loss of peatbanks on Barvas/Barabhas Moor and around Marybank/Bruach Mairi.
There is also the potential that areas used for peat reinstatement, as described in Chapter 13:
Peat, Geology and Soils, Volume 2, could result in the loss of further active peatbanks.
Peatbanks within these areas would be restored to higher quality peatland and would not be
available for cutting. Areas for potential peat re-use are shown in Figure 13.6, Volume 3.

17.8.1.31 While it is anticipated that the number of active peatbanks within the Study Area that would be
lost would be relatively small, peatbanks are historically allocated to particular crofts and current
Scottish Government policy restricts the cutting of new peatbanks. Where opportunities may exist
to reallocate crofters to other peat banks, these will be explored through continued engagement
with the relevant Estate Trusts and Common Grazings Committees.

17.8.1.32 On a worst-case basis, in which all affected peatbanks are in active use, and it is not possible to
reallocate affected crofters to other peatbanks, the magnitude of the impact is assessed as
Medium. This is because there would be a permanent loss of peatbanks which could result in
permanent implications affecting the use of land and natural resources in the long-term. However,
it is expected that a very small proportion of the local population would be affected.

Sensitivity or Value of Receptor

17.8.1.33 While the reliance on peat as a source of fuel has declined as the availability of alternative
sources such as oil and gas has increased, peat-cutting remains an important resource and a
traditional feature of life for many crofting communities within the Western Isles. Peatbanks are
therefore considered to have medium land use value, and the sensitivity of peatbanks is assessed
as Medium.
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Significance of Effect

17.8.1.34 Based on the medium magnitude of impact and medium sensitivity of peatbanks, the overall

significance of the effect is assessed as Moderate Adverse, which is Significant in EIA terms.
Further environmental mitigation and residual effect

17.8.1.35 No additional mitigation has been identified, and so the residual effect remains Moderate
Adverse and Significant.

17.8.1.36 There is the potential for a reduction in access to peatbanks within the Onshore Project
Boundary during construction due to construction activity or the presence of infrastructure.

Magnitude

17.8.1.37 The construction of the cable corridor across Barvas/Barabhas Moor, the haul road,
construction compounds, and other associated infrastructure described in Table 17-14, could
temporarily impact on access to peatbanks along the cable route.

17.8.1.38 As the construction of the cable corridor would be sequential, impacts on access to
peatbanks arising from the construction of the cable corridor would be temporary, localised and
short-term for the duration of works in a particular location. As set out in Table 17-15, an AMP will
be prepared (C034) which will include measures to ensure safe access across the cable corridor
during construction. Around temporary construction compounds, and around construction activity
associated with the Grid Substation, impacts would be temporary for up to 3 years.

17.8.1.39 Overall, the magnitude of the impact is assessed as Low.
Sensitivity or Value of Receptor

17.8.1.40 As noted above, the sensitivity of peatbanks is assessed as Medium.
Significance or Effect

17.8.1.41 Based on the low magnitude of impact and medium sensitivity of peatbanks, the overall
significance of the effect is assessed as Minor Adverse, which is Not Significant in EIA terms.

17.8.1.42 The cultural significance of peat cutting is discussed further in Chapter 6: Socio-economics,
Volume 2, and in Appendix A6.1: Detailed Social and Economic Baseline, Volume 4.

Further environmental mitigation and residual effect

17.8.1.43 No additional mitigation is considered necessary because the likely effects in the absence of
further mitigation (beyond the embedded commitments outlined in Section 17.7.2) are not
significant in EIA terms.
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17.8.1.44 There is the potential for temporary disruption to community receptors and infrastructure

within the Onshore Project Boundary during construction due to construction activity or the
presence of infrastructure.

Magnitude

17.8.1.45 As stated in Section 17.6, the following receptors are within, or partially within the Onshore

Project Boundary:

e Benadrove Landfill Site, Marybank/Bruach Mairi;

e Two disused quarry sites adjacent to Benadrove Landfill Site, Marybank/Bruach Mairi;
e Two telecom masts close to Benadrove Landfill Site at Marybank/Bruach Mairi;

e Creed Park Waste Recycling Centre at Arnish/Airinis,

e Barvas/Barabhas Industrial Estate and Community Garden;

e Westside Primary School/Sgoil an Taobh Siar at Lower Barvas/Barabhas larach;

e Three wind turbines at Druim nan Carnan windfarm, Ballantrushal/Baile and Truiseil.

17.8.1.46 Barvas/Barabhas Cemetery and a telecoms mast on Barvas/Barabhas Moor are located

outside the Onshore Project Boundary, however the access roads / tracks to these receptors are
within the Onshore Project Boundary and so they are included in the assessment.

17.8.1.47 It is not expected that there would be any direct impact on Westside Primary School/Sgoil an

Taobh Siar, Barvas/Barabhas Industrial Estate and Community Garden, or on the wind turbines at
Druim nan Carnan windfarm. It is proposed that the Onshore Cable Corridor would cross the A858
in a trenchless crossing, and it is not expected that construction traffic would use roads within
Creed Business Park, which reduces the potential for disruption to users of this facility.

17.8.1.48 The final route of the onshore cable route at Benadrove will be determined during detailed

design, subject to ground investigations and micro-routing. However, with measures set out in
Table 17-15 in place (specifically C014), access to Benadrove Landfill Site will be maintained as far
as reasonably practicable. Any closure of Benadrove Road, which provides access to the landfill site,
will be minimised and an alternative route via an existing track is available if required. The cable
route will seek to avoid impacting on the two disused quarry sites adjacent to Benadrove Landfill
Site.

17.8.1.49 The design of the Onshore Cable Corridor has sought to avoid the telecom masts at

Benadrove, and runs to the north of them. There may be some short-term, temporary disruption to
the access road to the masts during the construction of the cable route in this location, however it
is assumed that the road is used infrequently for maintenance purposes and that it will be possible
to manage construction activity to avoid impacts on the operation of the masts. Measures set out
in the Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) (C035) and the CEMP (C001) will manage
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construction activity and traffic and reduce the potential for disruption. These measures would will
also reduce the potential for impacts on access to the mast located on Barvas/Barabhas Moor.

17.8.1.50 The Project has considered access options that aim to minimise potential disturbance on
users of Barvas/Barabhas Cemetery. As explained in Chapter 3: Project Description, Volume 2,
Barvas/Barabhas Cemetery Road would be used only to facilitate enabling works at the Landfall
construction site and only if the Landfall construction programme cannot avoid the corncrake
breeding season, which would restrict the construction of a new access road from the A857. Access
to Barvas/Barabhas Cemetery would be maintained at all times. Therefore, while there may be
some short-term disruption associated with the presence of construction vehicles, it is not
expected that there would be a direct impact on access to this receptor.

17.8.1.51 As noted in Section 17.1, the Planning Application boundary has been amended to avoid the
inclusion of unnecessary commercial and community land, and no longer includes Benadrove
Landfill Site, Barvas/Barabhas Industrial Estate and Community Garden or Westside/Sgoil an Taobh
Siar Primary School.

17.8.1.52 Overall, with mitigation in place, the magnitude of the impact on community receptors and
infrastructure is assessed as Low as impacts would be temporary and short-term and would not
affect the viability of receptors.

Sensitivity or Value of Receptor

17.8.1.53 As there are few alternatives to many of the assessed receptors on the Isle of Lewis/Eilean
Leodhais, the sensitivity of community receptors and infrastructure is assessed as Medium.

Significance or Effect

17.8.1.54 Based on the low magnitude of impact and medium sensitivity of community receptors and
infrastructure, the overall significance of the effect is assessed as Minor Adverse, which is Not
Significant in EIA terms.

Further environmental mitigation and residual effect

17.8.1.55 No additional mitigation is considered necessary because the likely effects in the absence of
further mitigation (beyond the embedded commitments outlined in Section 17.7.2) are not
significant in EIA terms.

17.8.2.1 There is the potential for displacement of tourism and recreation activity within the Onshore
Project Boundary as a result of land required for construction and/or loss of access due to
construction activity.
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Magnitude

17.8.2.2 As described in Table 17-14, an area of 12,540 m?would be required permanently for the Landfall
Substation, with a further 18,000 m? required temporarily for the construction compound and
associated infrastructure. The Landfall Substation and construction compound would be located to
the north of Barvas/Barabhas Cemetery, in an area of machair that is currently farmed. While Strava
indicates that some people walk along the coast in this area, the majority of recreational activities
that take place on Barabhas Machair take place on the area to the south of the cemetery, outside
the Onshore Project Boundary.

17.8.2.3 This area would remain accessible from Barvas/Barabhas and Lower Barvas/Barabhas larach
throughout construction. There would also be no impact on access across the machair to
Barvas/Barabhas beach, on access to the beach at Bru/Bru, or on access to Loch Barvas/Barabhas
and so no direct effect on tourists or recreational users of these receptors. There may be some
temporary disruption to people walking along the coast through the Onshore Project Boundary
during construction of the Landfall and the Landfall Substation. As set out in Table 17-15, an AMP
will be prepared (C034) which will include measures to manage and facilitate access to core paths
and other routes during the construction period (M062). The area required permanently for the
Landfall Substation is relatively small and located in an area of the machair that is currently farmed,
and is therefore unlikely to result in the displacement of recreational activity in the longer term.

17.8.2.4 Lochside Arena is an equestrian facility located within the Onshore Project Boundary at
Marybank/Bruach Mairi, adjacent to the Cable Corridor and approximately 0.4 km from the site of
the Grid Substation. The Cable Corridor bisects the existing access to Lochside Arena from the
A859, and one option for the proposed access to the Grid Substation and Grid Substation
Temporary Construction Compound uses the existing access to the arena. There is therefore the
potential for disruption to access to the arena as a result of construction traffic and construction
activity for a period of up to 3 years, which could lead to the displacement of recreational activity.
There could also be permanent impacts associated with access to the substation, but it is expected
that any disruption during operation and maintenance would be minor and intermittent.

17.8.2.5 It is proposed that the cable route would cross the A859 and the access to the Lochside Arena in a
trenchless crossing. It is therefore not expected that any temporary closure of the access to the
arena would be required and that access would be maintained at all times throughout construction.
Mitigation measures set out in Table 17-15, including the preparation of a CTMP (C035) and of a
CEMP (C001) would reduce disruption arising from construction vehicle movements and the
presence of construction activity in close proximity to the arena and its access.

17.8.2.6 Western Isles Motocross Track and Lewis Car Club are located adjacent to the Onshore Project
Boundary, and accessed via the access road to Creed Business Park. As discussed in Section 17.8.1,
it is proposed that the Onshore Cable Corridor would cross the A858 in a trenchless crossing, and it
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is not expected that construction traffic would use roads within Creed Business Park. This reduces

the potential for disruption to users of the motorcross track and car club.

17.8.2.7 As noted in the baseline, Strava heatmapping indicates that there is very little recreational use of
land on Barvas/Barabhas Moor (Strava, 2025), although it may support dispersed, seasonal activity
linked to deer stalking and freshwater fishing. The AMP (C034) will set out measures to ensure safe
access across the cable corridor during construction, reducing the potential for impacts on
recreational use of the moor.

17.8.2.8 Overall, there is the potential for some minor, temporary displacement of recreation activity within
the machair at Barvas/Barabhas and at Lochside Arena as a result of construction activity associated
with the OTW. The permanent impact on recreation in the area of Barvas/Barabhas machair within
the Onshore Project Boundary would be very small. While there is the potential for a longer-term
impact on access to Lochside Arena, it is expected that this would also be small and would not
result in displacement of recreational activity from the arena in the longer term. With mitigation in
place, therefore, the magnitude of the impact is assessed as Low.

Sensitivity or Value of Receptor

17.8.2.9 The majority of Barvas/Barabhas machair is outside of the Onshore Project Boundary. The area
within the Onshore Project Boundary is currently farmed and there is little existing recreational use.
While Strava data suggests some people walk along the coast within the Onshore Project
Boundary, there are other coastal routes available nearby that would not be impacted. The
sensitivity of the machair is therefore assessed as Low.

17.8.2.10 Lochside Arena is the only purpose-built equestrian centre on the Isle of Lewis/Eilean
Leodhais and therefore has high scarcity value (i.e. there are few alternative resources available).
The sensitivity of the arena is assessed as High.

Significance of Effect

17.8.2.11 Based on the low magnitude of impact and low sensitivity of the receptor, the overall
significance of the effect on displacement of tourism and recreational activity from
Barvas/Barabhas machair is assessed as Negligible, which is Not Significant in EIA terms.

17.8.2.12 Based on the low magnitude of impact and high sensitivity of Locahside Arena, the overall
significance of effect on displacement of tourism and recreational activity from the arena is
assessed as Minor Adverse, which is Not Significant in EIA terms.

Further environmental mitigation and residual effect

17.8.2.13 No additional mitigation is considered necessary because the likely effects in the absence of
further mitigation (beyond the embedded commitments outlined in Section 17.7.2) are not
significant in EIA terms.
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17.9.1.1 As stated in Table 17-6, most categories of impacts on land use, tourism and recreation receptors
are scoped out of further assessment during operation and maintenance as it is not expected that
there would be any likely significant effects. Any permanent effects arising during construction that
would continue into operation, such as changes in land use or changes in access arrangements, are
assessed as permanent construction effects.

17.9.2.1 There are potential tourism and recreation benefits as a result of the creation of a new Multiuse
Pathway.

Magnitude

17.9.2.2 As described in Chapter 3: Project Description, Volume 2, a central construction haul road would
be created within the Onshore Cable Corridor between the two cable trenches. Post-cable
installation, it is proposed that parts of the haul route would be converted to a Multiuse Pathway,
connecting Barvas/Barabhas with Stornonway/Steornabhagh (C012).

17.9.2.3 The Multiuse Pathway would enhance local active travel infrastructure, providing new shared use
paths for walking, cycling and other active-travel modes, such as scooters, and improve cycle
connectivity between Stornoway/Steornabhagh and the west coast. It is proposed that Multiuse
Pathway would run from Westside/Sgoil an Taobh Siar Primary School on a new segregated
roadside path, before crossing the A857 and joining the route of the haul road, until it reaches
Newmarket/An Margaidh Ur where it would cross the A857 and continue along a new segregated
roadside path. Along the Multiuse Pathway, rest stops may be provided, such as informal seating,
cycle parking and / or windbreak seating.

17.9.2.4 Baseline information provided in Chapter 6: Socio-economics, Volume 2 shows that existing
cycling infrastructure on Lewis/Leodhais is limited, and that reliance on cars for transport is above
average. The provision of the new cycleway would improve safety and accessibility for cyclists,
therefore provide a long-term benefit for local residents and for visitors to the island, and a
potential opportunity for local tourism businesses. The magnitude of the impact is therefore
assessed as Medium.

Sensitivity or Value of Receptor

17.9.2.5 Given the limited cycle infrastructure that currently exists on Lewis/Leodharis, the sensitivity of the
cycleway is assessed as Medium.
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Significance of Effect

17.9.2.6 Based on the medium magnitude of impact and medium sensitivity of cycling infrastructure on
Lewis/Leodhais, the overall significance of the effect is assessed as Moderate Beneficial, which is
Significant in EIA terms.

Further environmental mitigation and residual effect

17.9.2.7 No additional mitigation is considered necessary because the likely effects in the absence of further
mitigation (beyond the embedded commitments outlined in Section 17.7.2) are not significant in
EIA terms

17.10.1.1 The proposed approach to decommissioning is outlined in Chapter 3: Project Description,
Volume 2. Given the comparable but reverse nature of decommissioning to the construction
phase, it is considered that the impacts assessed for the construction phase in Section 17.8 will be
the same or greater than those impacts arising during the decommissioning phase. As such,
impacts during decommissioning are considered to be Minor (adverse) to Negligible and Not
Significant in EIA terms.

17.11.1.1 The combined effects assessment considers likely significant effects from multiple impacts
and activities from the construction, operation and maintenance, and decommissioning phases of
the Onshore Project on the same receptor, or group of receptors. The overall method following in
identifying and assessing potential Combined Effects in relation to the Onshore environment is set
out in Chapter 5: Approach to EIA, Volume 2.

17.11.1.2 Combined effects could potentially arise in one of two ways. The first type of combined
effect is a Project lifetime effect, where multiple phases of the Project (construction, operation and
maintenance, and decommissioning) interact to create a potentially more significant effect on a
receptor than in one phase alone.

17.11.1.3 The second type of combined effect is receptor-led effects. Receptor-led effects are where
effects from different environmental aspects combine spatially and temporally on a receptor. These
effects may be short-term, temporary, transient, or longer-term.

17.11.14 Combined effects are considered within Chapter 21: Combined and Whole Project Effects,
Volume 2.
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17.12.1.1 A separate EIAR is being prepared for the Offshore Project application which will provide a
description of the offshore elements of the Project seaward of Mean High Water Springs (MHWS)
and an assessment of the associated likely significant effects. As such there is an overlap in the
spatial extent of the Onshore Project and Offshore Project within the intertidal area at Landfall.

17.12.1.2 The Onshore Project infrastructure and activities are the focus of this onshore EIAR. However,
there is the potential for pathways to exist for offshore elements of the Project to impact onshore
receptors, these are assessed in the whole project assessment. The overall method followed for
identifying and assessing potential whole project effects in relation to the onshore environment is
set out in Chapter 5: Approach to EIA, Volume 2.

17.12.1.3 Whole project effects are considered within Chapter 21: Combined and Whole Project
Effects, Volume 2

17.13.1.1 A cumulative effects assessment (CEA) examines the potential for impacts of the Onshore
Project in addition with ‘Other Developments’ on the same single receptor or resource and the
contribution of the Onshore Project to those impacts. The overall method following in identifying
and assessing potential cumulative effects in relation to the offshore environment is set out in
Chapter 5: Approach to EIA, Volume 2.

17.13.2.1 For Land Use, Tourism and Recreation a ZOI has been applied to ensure direct and indirect
cumulative effects can be appropriately identified and assessed. The ZOI as identified within this
chapter is determined by the Study Area for the assessment, which encompasses the OTW
Boundary plus a 3 km buffer. As such, only projects with potential to overlap the Study Area either
spatially or temporally have been included in the CEA.

17.13.2.2 A list of Other Developments that may interact with the Onshore Project ZOls during their
construction, operation or decommissioning is presented in Chapter 5: Approach to EIA, Volume
2 and has been collated up to the finalisation of the EIA through desk study, consultation, and
engagement.

17.13.2.3 Only those Other Developments in the list that fall within the Land Use, Tourism and Recreation
ZOI have the potential to result in cumulative effects with the Onshore Project on Land Use,
Tourism and Recreation. All Other Developments falling outside the Land Use, Tourism and
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Recreation ZOI are excluded from this assessment. The following types of ‘other development’ have

the potential to result in cumulative effects on Land Use, Tourism and Recreation:

Onshore wind farms;

Onshore elements of offshore wind farms;

Grid connections, substations and transmission;
Upgrades to road or harbour infrastructure;
Commercial or industrial developments.

17.13.24 On the basis of the above, the Other Developments that are scoped into the Land Use, Tourism and
Recreation CEA are outlined in Table 17-16. It should be noted that Other Developments which are
proposed or under construction at the time of writing this chapter, are included in the table below
with the information available.

17.13.2.5 The cumulative Project Design Envelope is described in Table 17-17.
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Table 17-16 Developments considered as part of the Land Use, Tourism and Recreation CEA

Spiorad
(ng)Mara

ID Development | Application | Description of development Status Timescale® Confidence in | Tier* Distance to the
type reference assessments Project
1 Onshore ECU000018 | Stornoway Wind Farm Consented Construction overa | Medium 1 Overlap of
wind farm 50 30-month period, Stornoway Wind
from 2027; and Farm Red Line
operation from 2031, Boundary (RLB)
with 25-year and the Onshore
operational lifespan Project Boundary
2 Transmission | Unknown Barvas Substation Pre-planning Unknown Low 3 Approx 0.8 km
west of the
Onshore Cable
Corridor
4 Transmission | 25/00061/P | Lewis Hub and Western Isles | Planning Expected to be High 1 Approx 2.7 km
PDM SSEN Lewis Hub (AC operational in 2030. from Grid
Substation and HVDC substation and
Converter Station) and Onshore Cable
Western Isles Connection Corridor. SSEN
Project Lewis Hub

3 The Planning Inspectorate Advice Note 17 states ‘Where other developments are expected to be completed before construction of the proposed Major Infrastructure Project and the effects
of those projects are fully determined, effects arising from them should be considered as part of the baseline and may be considered as part of both the construction and operational
assessment.
4 Chapter 5 sets out the full definitions of the tiers. Tier 1: high level of certainty or information availability (including under construction or where a planning application has been approved
or is awaiting decision). Tier 2: medium level of certainty or information (such as developments where a Scoping Report has been submitted). Tier 3: low level of certainty or information
available (no planning applications submitted or identified for potential future development only).
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Development
type

Application
reference

Description of development

Status

Timescale®

Confidence in
assessments

Tier?

Distance to the
Project

overlaps with the
Onshore Project
in the southern
end

Onshore
wind farm

24/00024/C
ONSG
(ECU000050
10)

Grimshader Wind Farm

Pre-planning

Unknown

Medium

Approximately
50 m southeast
of the Onshore
Project Boundary
and 3 km south
of Grid
Substation
location

10

Onshore
wind farm

Unknown

Carloway, Galson and Barvas
Community Windfarm

Pre-planning

Construction
expected to
commence in 2030.

Low

Approx located
within 2-3 km
east of the
Onshore Cable
Corridor

14

Transmission

25/00053/M
LCON

Talisk Floating Offshore Wind
Farm

Planning

Construction
expected in 2029 for
operation by 2030.

Medium

Scoping
boundary for
Talisk Floating
Offshore Wind
Farm overlaps
with the Onshore
Project (both the
Onshore Project
and Talisk
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ID Development | Application | Description of development Status Timescale? Confidence in | Tier* Distance to the
type reference assessments Project

connect to the
Lewis Hub
converter
substation)

16 Expansion of | Unknown Stornoway Grid Supply Point | Pre-planning Construction Low 2 300 m west of
existing grid Upgrade expected in 2028 for Onshore Cable
supply point operation by 2030. Corridor

11 Harbour 24/00185/H | Deep Water South Planning Scoping Report Medium 2 Approx 2.1 km
development | ROSCO, issued December east of the Grid

24/00191/M 2024. Substation
LCON
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17.13.2.6 A description of the significance of cumulative effects upon Land Use, Tourism and
Recreation receptors arising from each identified impact is given below. The cumulative effects
assessment has been based on information publicly available in the planning application
documents for the Other Developments. It is noted that the maximum assessment assumptions
quoted within these planning applications (EIARs / ESs) are often refined during the determination
period and in the post-consent phase such that the final scheme’s build out may have a reduced
impact when compared to what has previously been assessed.
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Table 17-17 Cumulative Project Design Envelope for Land Use, Tourism and Recreation

Spiorad
(ng)Mara

and recreation receptors within the
Onshore Project Boundary as a result
of construction activity or the
presence of infrastructure.

Stornoway Wind Farm
Lewis Hub and Western Isles SSEN Lewis Hub (AC Substation and
HVDC Converter Station) and Western Isles Connection Project

Tier 2

Grimshader Wind Farm

Deep Water South

Talisk Floating Offshore Wind Farm
Stornoway Grid Supply Point Upgrade

Tier 3
Carloway, Galson and Barvas Community Windfarm
Barvas Substation

Project phase and activity / impact Scenario Justification
Construction
Direct impacts on land use, tourism Tier 1 The construction of the Other Developments

identified is expected to overlap with the
construction phase of the Onshore Project and
could therefore create cumulative effects as a
result of direct impacts on land use, tourism and
recreation receptors, including temporary or
permanent loss of land required for
construction, or temporary or permanent
displacement of recreation activity.

Indirect impacts on land use, tourism
and recreation receptors within the
Study Area due to environmental
impacts from construction activity.

Tier 1

Stornoway Wind Farm

Lewis Hub and Western Isles SSEN Lewis Hub (AC Substation and
HVDC Converter Station) and Western Isles Connection Project

Tier 2
Grimshader Wind Farm

Deep Water South

Tier 3

The Other Developments identified are within
the ZOl in Chapter 9: Landscape and Visual
Impact Assessment, Volume 2, and are
expected to overlap with the construction phase
of the Onshore Project. There is therefore the
potential for cumulative effects as a result of
indirect impacts on residential, community,
tourism or recreation receptors due to visual
and other environmental impacts from
construction activity.
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Project phase and activity / impact

Scenario

Justification

Carloway, Galson and Barvas Community Windfarm
Barvas Substation

Operation

N/A N/A There are no impact pathways scoped in for
operation and maintenance that have the
potential for a cumulative effect.

Decommissioning

N/A N/A There is no temporal overlap between the

decommissioning phase of the Onshore Project
and the decommissioning phases of the Other
Developments identified in Table 17-16.
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17.13.3.1

17.13.3.2

17.13.3.3

17.13.34

17.13.3.5

There is the potential for the Onshore Project, in combination with the other developments listed in
Table 17-16, to result in cumulative effects on land use within the Study Area, including croft land,
common grazings, and peatbanks, due to the land required temporarily or permanently for
construction. However, most of the developments that have been considered as part of this CEA
are onshore wind, grid connection, or transmission projects which generally do not permanently
require large areas of land. Following completion of construction of an onshore wind farm it is
usually possible for grazing of livestock to continue around the turbines. While there may be some
short-term, temporary loss of croft land or common grazings during construction, and very small
permanent losses associated with permanent infrastructure, these are not likely to be significant.

There is the potential for the Onshore Project, in combination with the Other Developments listed
in Table 17-16, to result in cumulative effects on users of other tourism and recreation receptors
due to displacement of activity. Details of direct and indirect impacts on core paths, land used for
recreation, and other tourism and recreation receptors were not publicly available at the time of
writing for most of the other developments included in the CEA. Recreation and tourism were
scoped out of the EIAR for the Lewis Hub project (Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks
(SSEN), 2025).

In relation to cumulative effects on amenity for users of core paths, tourism and recreation
receptors, residential and community receptors, the CEA in Chapter 9: Landscape and Visual
Impact Assessment, Volume 2 reports significant cumulative effects for users of the A859
between Creed Bridge and Loch Lathamul associated with the Stornoway Wind Farm Application,
the Barvas Substation Application, the Lewis Hub Application, and the Grimshadar Wind Farm
Application. This includes the stretch of the road that passes the Lochside Arena. However, Chapter
9: Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, Volume 2 does not report significant cumulative
effects for any other relevant receptor. Chapter 15: Airborne Noise and Vibration, Volume 2
reports that a CEMP will be put in place prior to the commencement of construction which will
consider the need for mitigation measures to avoid significant cumulative effects, and Chapter 12:
Traffic and Access, Volume 2 reports that cumulative effects on traffic are considered to be
temporary, minor, and Not Significant.

Based on the information available at this stage, the significance of the cumulative effects of the
Project in combination with Other Developments on Land Use, Tourism and Recreation is expected
to be no greater than the effects of the Project alone. As such, cumulative effects are considered to
be Moderate (adverse) and Significant in EIA terms in relation to peatbanks, and Minor
(adverse) to Negligible and Not Significant in EIA terms for all other receptor groups.

The CEA for Land Use, Tourism and Recreation is set out in Table 17-18.
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Table 17-18 Cumulative Effects Assessment for Land Use, Tourism and Recreation

Spiorad
(ng)Mara

Development title

Application
reference

Assessment discussion

Mitigation

Stornoway Wind Farm

ECU00001850

The construction phase of Stornoway Wind Farm
overlaps with the construction phase of the
Onshore Project. There is the potential for
temporary and permanent direct impacts on
common grazing land and permanent impacts
on peatbanks, however these are likely to be
small and are not expected to increase the
significance of effects reported for the Onshore
Project alone.

There is the potential for a cumulative effect on
amenity for residential, community, tourism or
recreation receptors due to environmental
impacts during operation. The CEA in Chapter
9: Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment,
Volume 2 reports significant cumulative visual
effects for users of the A859 between Creed
Bridge and Loch Lathamul associated with the
Stornoway Wind Farm application in
combination with the Grid Substation. This
includes the stretch of the road that passes
Lochside Arena. However, no significant
cumulative effects on traffic, noise, or air quality
are expected.

None required
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Development title

Application
reference

Assessment discussion

Mitigation

Barvas Substation

Unknown

It is not known at this stage whether there
would be any temporal overlap between Barvas
Substation and the Onshore Project. There may
be the potential for permanent direct impacts
on common grazing land and peatbanks,
however these are likely to be small and are not
expected to result in a significant cumulative
effect.

None required

Lewis Hub and Western Isles SSEN Lewis
Hub (AC Substation and HVDC
Converter Station) and Western Isles
Connection Project

25/00061/PPDM

The construction and operational phases of the
Lewis Hub and Western Isles Connection
Projects overlap with the construction and
operational phases of the Onshore Project. The
site of the proposed Lewis Hub is on land that is
not currently in use for crofting or common
grazing. There may be some impacts on croft or
common grazing land associated with the
Western Isles Connection Project, however it is
expected that these would be small and
temporary.

There is the potential for a cumulative effect on
amenity for tourism and recreation receptors
due to environmental impacts during operation.
The CEA in Chapter 9: Landscape and Visual
Impact Assessment, Volume 2 reports
significant cumulative visual effects for users of
the A859 between Creed Bridge and Loch

None required
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Development title

Application
reference

Assessment discussion

Mitigation

Lathamul associated with the Stornoway Wind
Farm application in combination with the Grid
Substation. However, no significant cumulative
effects on traffic, noise, or air quality are
expected.

Grimshader Wind Farm

24/00024/CONSG
(ECU00005010)

It is not known at this stage whether there
would be any temporal overlap between

Grimshader Wind Farm and the Onshore Project.

There may be the potential for temporary and
permanent direct impacts on common grazing
land and permanent impacts on peatbanks,
however these are likely to be small and are not
expected to increase the significance of effects
reported for the Onshore Project alone.

The CEA in Chapter 9: Landscape and Visual
Impact Assessment, Volume 2 reports
significant cumulative visual effects for users of
the A859 between Creed Bridge and Loch
Lathamul associated with the Stornoway Wind
Farm application in combination with the Grid
Substation. However, no significant cumulative
effects on traffic, noise, or air quality are
expected.

None required

10

Carloway, Galson and Barvas Community
Windfarm

Unknown

The construction and operational phases of
Carloway, Galson and Barvas Community

None required
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Development title

Application
reference

Assessment discussion

Mitigation

Windfarm overlap with the construction and
operational phases of the Onshore Project.
There is the potential for temporary and
permanent direct impacts on common grazing
land and for permanent impacts on peatbanks,
however these are likely to be small and are not
expected to increase the significance of effects
reported for the Onshore Project alone.

11

Deep Water South

24/00185/HROSCO,
24/00191/MLCON

The construction phase of Deep Water South
overlaps with the construction phase of the
Onshore Project. The project would not intersect
with any core paths or other rights of way, and
the land required would be in and around the
existing Stornoway Deep Water Terminal.
Therefore it is not expected that there would be
a cumulative effect on core paths, other rights of
way, or land use practices, including croft land,
common grazings and peatbanks, from any loss
of land or disruption during construction.

None required

14

Talisk Floating Offshore Wind Farm

25/00053/MLCON

The construction and operational phases of the
onshore components of Talisk Floating Offshore
Wind Farm overlap with the construction and
operational phases of the Onshore Project.

The project intersects with core paths at Lews
Castle Grounds in Stornoway and may require
land in the Arnish/Airinis area south of

None required

Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works EIA Chapter 17: Land Use, Tourism and Recreation, Volume 2

May 2026

Page 17-67




Spiorad
(ng)Mara

Development title

Application
reference

Assessment discussion

Mitigation

Stornoway/Steornabhagh. There is the potential
for a cumulative effect on core paths and
displacement of tourism and recreation activity.
However, Figure 17.5 shows no crofts or
common grazings in the area around
Arnish/Airinis, and so it is not expected that
there would be a cumulative impact on the
availability of croft and common grazing land.

16

Stornoway Grid Supply Point Upgrade

Unknown

The construction and operational phases of
Stornoway Grid Supply Point Upgrade overlap
with the construction and operational phases of
the Onshore Project.

Stornoway Grid Supply Point is located on the
A859 close to the proposed site of the Grid
Substation. Loss of land associated with
construction would be small and localised, and
the project would not interact with core paths.
Therefore it is not expected that there would be
a cumulative effect on croft or common grazing
land, peatbanks, or core paths.

None required
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17.14 TRANSBOUNDARY EFFECTS
17.14.1.1 Transboundary effects occur when a development in one European Economic Area (EEA)

State impacts the environment of another EEA State(s). A screening of potential transboundary
effects was undertaken within the Scoping Report.

17.14.1.2 It is anticipated that the Land Use, Tourism and Recreation effects arising from the Onshore
Project will occur within the Study Area defined in Section 17.4.2 above. Therefore, there is no
pathway for transboundary effects to occur and transboundary effects are not considered further
within the assessment of Land Use, Tourism and Recreation.

17.15 SUMMARY OF RESIDUAL EFFECTS, MITIGATION AND MONITORRING

17.15.1.1 Table 17-19 presents a summary of the assessment of significant impacts, any relevant mitigation
measures, and residual effects on land use receptors.
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Table 17-19 Summary of Residual Effects

Spiorad
(ng)Mara

Activity and impact Receptor Magnitude of Receptor and Embedded | Significance of effect Further Significance of

impact sensitivity or mitigation | (significance) environmental | residual effect
value measures mitigation (significance)

Construction and decommissioning

Temporary or Croft land and Low Medium C002, C056 | Minor adverse (not N/A Minor adverse (not

permanent loss of croft | common significant) significant)

land or common grazing

grazings

Temporary reduction in | Croft land and Low Medium C034 Minor adverse (not N/A Minor adverse (not

access to croft and common significant) significant)

common grazings grazing

Temporary or Woodland Low Low C002, C023 | Negligible (not N/A Negligible (not

permanent loss of significant) significant)

woodland

Permanent loss of Peatbanks Low Medium N/A Moderate adverse N/A Moderate adverse

peatbanks (significant) (significant)

Temporary reduction in | Peatbanks Low Medium C034 Minor adverse (not N/A Minor adverse (not

access to peatbanks significant) significant)

Temporary disruption Community Low Medium C001, CO14 | Minor adverse (not N/A Minor adverse (not

to community receptors and significant) significant)

receptors and infrastructure

infrastructure

Effects on amenity for | Local residents | Low High C001 Minor adverse (not N/A Minor adverse (not

residential or and users of significant) significant)
community receptors community
receptors
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Activity and impact Receptor Magnitude of Receptor and Embedded | Significance of effect Further Significance of
impact sensitivity or mitigation | (significance) environmental | residual effect
value measures mitigation (significance)
Effects on amenity for | Core paths and | Low Medium-High Coo01, Minor adverse (not N/A Minor adverse (not
users of core paths and | rights of way C009, significant) significant)
other rights of way C051
Displacement of Tourism and Low Low Co01, Negligible (not N/A Negligible (not
tourism and recreation | recreation C034, significant) significant)
activity receptors — MO063
Barvas machair
Displacement of Tourism and Low High Coo01, Minor adverse (not N/A Minor adverse (not
tourism and recreation | recreation C034, significant) significant)
activity receptors — MO063
Lochside Arena
Effects on amenity for | Tourism and Negligible Medium C001, Minor adverse (not N/A Minor adverse (not
users of tourism and recreation C009, significant significant
recreation receptors receptors CO051
Effects on amenity for Accommodation | Low Medium C001, Minor adverse (not N/A Minor adverse (not
tourism providers C009, significant) significant)
accommodation C051
providers
Operation and maintenance
Provision of a new Core paths and | Medium Medium co12 Moderate beneficial N/A Moderate beneficial

Multiuse Pathway

rights of way

(significant)

(significant)
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17.16.1.1

A list of key terms and acronyms used in this chapter are provided in Table 17-20 and Table

17-21. Further definitions used throughout this EIAR are provided in Appendix A1.1: Glossary

and Abbreviations, Volume 4.

Table 17-20 Acronyms and Abbreviations

Term Definition

AMP Access Management Plan

BREP Biodiversity Restoration and Enhancement Plan
CEA Cumulative Effects Assessment

CEMP Construction Environment Management Plan
CnES Combhairle nan Eilean Siar

CTMP Construction Traffic Management Plan
ECU Energy Consents Unit

EEA European Economic Area

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment

EIAR Environmental Impact Assessment Report
LCA Land Capability for Agriculture

LCF Land Capability for Forestry

MD-LOT Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team
NRS National Registers of Scotland

PAC Preliminary Application Consultation
OHIFG Outer Hebrides Inshore Fisheries Group
OHL Overhead Line

OTMP Operational Traffic Management Plan
oTW Onshore Transmission Works

OWF Offshore Wind Farm

PRoW Public Right of Way

SAC Special Area of Conservation

SSEN Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks
SuDS Sustainable Drainage System

B Transition Joint Bay

UHI University of the Highlands and Islands
WIFA Western Isles Fishermen's Association
WIH Western Isles Hospital

WTG Wind Turbine Generator

ZOl| Zone of Influence
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Table 17-21 Glossary

Term Meaning
The natural environment, cultural heritage, landscape and visual quality. Also
Amenity includes the impact of the Applicant’'s works on communities, such as the

effects of noise and disturbance from construction activities.

The Applicant

Spiorad na Mara Limited (the Project owner).

Apportionment

Process by which a crofter is granted exclusive use of a specific area of
common grazing land for certain purposes.

Array Area

The offshore area within which the offshore wind turbine generators (WTGs),
associated foundations, Offshore Cables, and Offshore Substation Platform
(OSP) (if required), will be located. This area encompasses the Turbine Area that
will contain all above water surface infrastructure (WTGs / OSP) and an
additional area within which further below water infrastructure (foundations
and cables) may also be located.

Array Cables

The offshore electrical and communication cables that connect infrastructure
located within the Array Area, for:
e Scenario 1: Array Cables will used to connect Wind Turbine Generators
(WTGs) to each other, and to connect WTGs to the OSP.
e Scenario 2: Array Cables will used to connect WTGs to each other.

Array Cables to Landfall

The offshore electrical and communication cables located in the Array Area and
Offshore Cables Area of Search that connect the wind turbine generators
(WTGs) directly to Landfall for Scenario 2.

Combined Effects

Combined effect of the individual development on one particular receptor; for
example noise, dust, and visual. This includes Project-Lifetime Effects and
Receptor-Led Effects.

Common Grazing

Shared areas of land in crofting tenure over which multiple crofters have a
right to graze livestock.

Construction
Environmental
Management Plan
(CEMP)

A site-specific environmental management plan setting out the environmental
management procedures, legislation and requirements for a particular project
and site.

Consultation

The dynamic process of dialogue between individuals or groups, based on a
genuine exchange of views and, normally, with the objective of influencing
decisions, policies or programmes of action.

Core path

Routes which are part of a wider network designated by a local authority under
the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003.

Cumulative effects

Considers the likely significant effects of multiple impacts and activities from
several developments.

Effect

Term used to express the consequence of an impact. The significance of an
effect is determined by correlating the magnitude of the impact with the
importance, or sensitivity, of the receptor or resource in accordance with
defined significance criteria.
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Term

Meaning

Embedded or
‘Designed-in’
Mitigation

Mitigation measures to avoid or reduce environmental effects that are directly
incorporated into the preferred design for the Project. This can include
standard practice in accordance with or without guidance. Embedded
Mitigation is considered as part of the impact assessment, before effect
significance is identified.

Environmental Impact
Assessment Report
(EIAR)

The Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) prepared to assess the
likely significant effects of the Project on the environment.

Export Cables

The offshore electrical and communication cables located in the Array Area and
Offshore Cables Area of Search that connect the Offshore Substation Platform
(OSP) (if required) to Landfall for Scenario 1.

Future Baseline

Refers to the situation in future years without the Project.

Grid Substation

The onshore substation located adjacent to and connecting to the SSEN Lewis
Hub. This allows the voltage to be increased to meet onward transmission
requirements.

Impact

Change that is caused by an action; for example, land clearing (action) during
construction which results in physical loss of soils (impact).

Land Capability for
Agriculture (LCA)

It is a land evaluation ranking that groups soils based on their potential for
agricultural purpose.

Landfall

This consists of works from offshore Horizontal Directional Drill (HDD) exit pits
(located below MLWS) to onshore at the Transition Joint Bays (TJB) (located
above MHWS). The infrastructure and installation methods associated with the
Landfall involves both onshore and offshore components.

Landfall Substation

The optional onshore substation located on the west side of the Isle of Lewis.
Includes the platform, buildings and associated components which allows the
voltage to be increased to meet onward transmission requirements.

Mitigation

Term used to indicate avoidance, remediation or alleviation of adverse
impacts.

National Cycle Network
(NCN)

A collection of signed walking and cycling paths connecting Scotland's cities,
towns and countryside.

Offshore Application

The application for Marine Licences under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010
(between 0 and 12nm) and a Section 36 consent under the Electricity Act 1989.

Offshore Landfall Area

The area seaward of Mean High Water Springs (MHWS) within the Offshore
Cable Area of Search (OCAS) that includes works associated with the Horizontal
Directional Drill (HDD) installation, including HDD exit pit(s) (located below
MLWS) and offshore cable connection to the onshore (TJB) (located above
MHWS).

Offshore Project

The components of the Spiorad na Mara offshore wind farm (the Project)
located seaward of Mean High Water Springs (MHWS).

Offshore Project

The 'red line boundary’ encompassing the Offshore Project.

Boundary
Onshore Cable The area within which Onshore Cables and associated infrastructure will be
Corridor located which is routed from the TJB to the SSEN Lewis Hub.
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Term

Meaning

Onshore Application

The application for consent under the Town and Country Planning (Scotland)
Act 1997 (as amended).

Onshore Cables

Electrical and communication cables located within the Onshore Cable
Corridor.

Onshore Cable Corridor

The area within which Onshore Cables and associated infrastructure will be
located which is routed from the Transition Joint Bays (TJB) to the SSEN Lewis
Hub.

Onshore Landfall Area

The area which includes both the Landfall above Mean Low Water Springs
(MLWS) and Landfall Substation (as defined separately), cabling from the
Transition Joint Bays (TJB) to the Landfall Substation (if required) and
construction related compounds and working areas.

Onshore Transmission
Works (OTW) / Onshore
Project

The components of the Spiorad na Mara offshore wind farm (the Project)
located landward of Mean Low Water Springs (MLWS).

Onshore Transmission
Works Boundary /
Onshore Project
Boundary

The ‘red line boundary’ encompassing all temporary and permanent works
associated with the OTW/Onshore Project.

Project

The Spiorad na Mara offshore wind farm development. This term describes the
whole development, including all offshore and onshore components.

Project Boundary

The 'red line boundary’ encompassing all offshore and onshore components of
the Project.

Project-Lifetime Effects

Assessment of the scope for combined effects that occur throughout more
than one phase of the project (i.e. construction, operation and maintenance,
decommissioning), to interact to potentially create an effect of greater
significance than if assessed just within individual/isolated project phases.

Public Right of Way

Historic routes, established under common law, which have been established
by the public through continuous use for at least 20 years.

Receptor-Led Effects

Assessment of the scope for all combined effects to interact, spatially and
temporally, to create an effect on a receptor of greater significance than when
the effects are considered in isolation. Receptor-led effects may be short term,
temporary or transient effects, or incorporate longer term effects.

Scoping Opinion

A report presenting the written opinion of the Scottish Ministers, with input
from Combhairle nan Eilean Siar (CnES) for the OTW, as to the scope and level of
detail of information to be provided in the Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) for the Project.

Scottish and Southern
Electricity Networks
(SSEN) Lewis Hub

This is the National Grid Electricity Transmission (NGET) interface. A
transmission system operator substation into which the Project will connect for
onward transmission through the existing grid network.

Study Areas

Study Areas are determined for each technical discipline and are described
within each technical chapter.

Transition Joint Bay
(TJB)

The point at which offshore cables are connected to Onshore Cables. The TIB is
located onshore above MHWS.
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Term Meaning

Turbine Area A reduced area within the Array Area where above water surface infrastructure

would be located i.e. wind turbine generators (WTG) and Offshore Substation
Platform (OSP) (if required). This area has been developed and refined through
stakeholder engagement and environmental assessment.

Wind Turbine The wind turbines that generate electricity consisting of tubular towers and

Generator (WTG) blades attached to a nacelle housing mechanical and electrical generating
equipment
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