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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 OVERVIEW 

1.1.1.1 Spiorad na Mara Limited, hereafter referred to as the ‘Applicant’, is proposing the development of 

the Spiorad na Mara Offshore Wind Farm (OWF), (the ‘Project’). The Project comprises both the 

onshore and offshore components required to generate and transmit renewable electricity from 

the OWF to the Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks (SSEN) Alternating Current (AC) 

Substation and High-Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) Converter Station (referred to as the SSEN 

Lewis Hub), which is to be built on the Isle of Lewis.   

1.1.1.2 The onshore components of the Project (the 'Onshore Project' also referred to as the Onshore 

Transmission Works (OTW)) are located on the Isle of Lewis / Eilean Leòdhais in the Western Isles 

/ Na h-Eileanan Siar, Scotland / Alba. The offshore components of the Project (the 'Offshore 

Project') are located off the northwest coast of the Isle of Lewis /Eilean Leòdhais in the Western 

Isles /Na h-Eileanan Siar, Scotland /Alba.  

1.1.1.3 The SSEN Lewis Hub itself is not part of this application and is to be built as part of the separate 

upgraded Western Isles HVDC Link between the Isle of Lewis and mainland Scotland. The boundary 

for the whole Project and proposed location for the SSEN Lewis Hub is shown in Figure 1.1 Project 

Location, Volume 3.   

1.1.1.4 This Design and Access Statement (‘DAS’) has been prepared to support a planning application to 

Comhairle na Eilean Siar (‘CnES’) under Section 25 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) 

Act 1997 (as amended) for the proposed Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works (OTW) 

(hereafter referred to as the Onshore Project).   

1.1.1.5 The Onshore Project consists of the onshore components of the Project landward of Mean Low 

Water Spring (MLWS) and is referred to as the ‘Onshore Project’ throughout this DAS. The Offshore 

Project, comprising of the offshore components of the Project seaward of Mean High Water Spring 

(MHWS) is referred to as the ‘Offshore Project’ and is assessed within the Spiorad na Mara Offshore 

Wind Farm Environmental Impact Assessment Report (‘Offshore Project EIAR’). The Offshore 

Project is the subject of a separate Marine Licence pursuant to the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 and 

the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 and consent under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 to 

the Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team (MD-LOT) on behalf of Scottish Ministers.  

1.1.1.6 A full description of the Onshore Project is provided in Chapter 3: Project Description, Volume 2. 

The Onshore Project Boundary for the Onshore Project is shown in Figure 1.2 Onshore Project 

Location, Volume 3. Since the completion of the assessments in the EIAR, the Planning 

Application red line boundary has been refined and reduced in size. These refinements represent a 

minor reduction in the extent of the proposed development area compared to that assessed within 
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the EIAR and there is no development proposed within these areas. No additional land has been 

included, and the conclusions of the environmental assessments reported remain unaltered as a 

result. The areas of the Onshore Project Boundary excluded from the Planning Application 

boundary are shown in Figure 1.2 Onshore Project Location, Volume 3.  

1.2 PURPOSE OF THE DESIGN AND ACCESS STATEMENT  

1.2.1.1 A DAS is required to support the submission of a planning application for national or major 

development under Regulation 13(1) of the Town and Country Planning (Development 

Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulation 2013. The Onshore Project is classed as a national 

development as defined in the National Planning Framework 4. This DAS has been informed by 

Planning Circular 3/2013: Development management plan procedures, paragraphs 3.23-3.30. 

1.2.1.2 The planning application is submitted with an EIAR and Pre-application Consultation (PAC) Report, 

references to which are made in this DAS. 

1.2.1.3 This DAS should be read in conjunction with the project description provided in Chapter 3: 

Project Description, Volume 2 and Chapter 4: Consideration of Alternatives, Volume 2 of the 

EIAR. 

1.2.1.4 This DAS explains and illustrates the principles and concepts which have determined the design 

and layout of the Onshore Project, taking account of specific site and locational circumstances.  

1.2.2 SITE LOCATION 

1.2.2.1 The Onshore Project is located on the Isle of Lewis / Eilean Leòdhais in the Western Isles / Na h-

Eileanan Siar, Scotland / Alba. Figure 1.2, Volume 3 of the EIAR shows the location of the Onshore 

Project. This figure has been reproduced below at Plate 1-1 for ease of reference.  
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Plate 1-1 Onshore Project Location 

 

1.3 THE ONSHORE PROJECT: SUMMARY 

1.3.1.1 A full description of the Onshore Project is provided in Chapter 3: Project Description, Volume 2 

of the EIAR. The key components of the Onshore Project as presented in Figure 3.2, Volume 3 of 

the EIAR, and reproduced in Plate 1-2, comprise components of the Project landward of MLWS, 

including:  

• The Landfall at Barvas / Barabhas or Barbhas, including: 

• Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD) entry pits and Transition Joint Bays (TJBs) located in the 

HDD Onshore Working Area, i.e., the area which includes HDD entry pits and construction 

related compounds and working areas, located within the Onshore Landfall Area; 

• Export Cables (in Scenario 1 (Offshore Substation Platform (OSP)) and Array Cables to Landfall 

(in Scenario 2 (Landfall Substation)), which will traverse below the intertidal zone and coastal 

cliffs between HDD entry pits and HDD exit pits. 

• The Landfall Substation (in Scenario 2) at Barvas / Barabhas or Barbhas, which will step up the 

voltage received from the WTGs for onward transmission to the Grid Substation located 

northwest of Loch Cnoc a’ Choilich including all required: 
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• Pre-construction works; 

• Site access; 

• Construction related compounds;  

• Landfall Substation platform and drainage including sustainable drainage systems (SuDS). 

• The Onshore Cable Corridor, which will connect the TJBs (in Scenario 1) or Landfall Substation 

(in Scenario 2) with the proposed SSEN Lewis Hub at Macaulay Farm via the Grid Substation, 

which is the proposed grid connection point; and includes:  

• Construction of site access, including central haul road; 

• Onshore Cable Corridor Temporary Construction Compound (TCCs); 

• Excavation of cable trenches (and installation of cable ducts and Onshore Cables); 

• Joint Bays (JBs) and LBs (and joining of cables);  

Construction of watercourse crossings (where required). 

• Grid Substation, which will step up the voltage received from the Grid Substation for onward 

transmission to the proposed SSEN Lewis Hub, including: 

• Pre-construction works; 

• Site access; 

• Construction related compounds;  

• Grid substation platform and drainage including SuDS. 

• Multiuse Pathway, which will convert some of the haul roads developed to support the Onshore 

Project construction works into a new shared use path. 

• Measures for biodiversity restoration and enhancement associated with the Onshore Project 

are provided in Supporting Document 6.3: Outline Biodiversity Restoration and 

Enhancement Plan (OBREP), Volume 6.  

• Soil and peat management requirements for the Onshore Project are provided in Supporting 

Document 6.8: Outline Soil and Peat Management Plan, Volume 6.   
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Plate 1-2 Onshore Project Layout 

 

1.4 POLICY CONTEXT 

1.4.1.1 The Onshore Project has been developed taking into account the design policies of the 

Development Plan, made up of National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) and the Outer Hebrides 

Local Development Plan 2018 (OHLDP) insofar as these relate to on and offshore electricity 

infrastructure. The key policies of relevance to design and ensuring that the Onshore Project is 

designed to minimise the number of adverse environmental effects include:  

• NPF4 Policy 11 Energy; 

• NPF4 Policy 14 Design, quality and place; 

• OHLDP Policy PD1: Placemaking and Design;  

• OHLDP Policy EI 8: Energy and Heat Resources. 
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1.5 PROPOSAL OF APPLICATION NOTICE AND PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION  

1.5.1.1 A Proposal of Application Notice (PAN) was submitted to CnES and validated on 29 August 2024 

with reference 24/00327/PAN. This triggered the beginning of the statutory consultation period. 

The PAN provided CnES with an outline of the application details, dates of public events, publicity 

arrangements, and confirmation of the site location. Copies of the PAN were provided as required 

by legislation to the local community council and a range of stakeholders as identified in the PAN. 

1.5.1.2 Following feedback received during the first round of public consultation events in September and 

October 2024, and subsequent feedback from stakeholders, the boundaries presented within the 

approved PAN (24/00327/PAN) (the Original PAN) were updated to refine the landfall option and 

to encompass additional land near Arnish identified as potentially suitable for peat management 

and restoration purposes. The Applicant submitted a new PAN to include these refined and 

additional areas to CnES on 19 April 2025 with further consultation dates set out. The PAN was 

registered with reference 25/00131/PAN. 

1.5.1.3 Since the first PAN was submitted in August 2024 the Applicant has hosted 4 consultation events 

as well as virtual consultations, in-person exhibitions and information clinics.  

1.5.1.4 The Applicant has addressed the matters raised during the consultation period in formulating and 

finalising the Onshore Project. Where possible public and consultation comments have been taken 

on board in the design process, within the context of technical parameters and requirements. 

1.5.1.5 Full details of the PAC process and how the project has responded to the feedback received are set 

out in Supporting Document 6.9: PAC Report, Volume 6.   

1.6 STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT AND EIA SCOPING 

1.6.1.1 The Applicant undertook initial public consultation on the Project, as well as direct engagement 

with consultees, community councils, elected representatives, and landowners and occupiers.  

1.6.1.2 The purpose of the consultation period was for the Applicant to gather feedback from the relevant 

stakeholders regarding the Project as well as any other potential considerations.  

1.6.1.3 In September 2023, the Applicant submitted a Scoping Report to MD-LOT on behalf of the Scottish 

Ministers covering both the Offshore Project and Onshore Project (Spiorad na Mara, 2023). In 

response to this, in May 2024, MD-LOT issued a Scoping Opinion (Marine Directorate, 2024). 

However, it was subsequently decided to separate the applications for onshore and offshore 

element of the Project and produce separate EIARs. Although the Applicant has not sought a 

separate Scoping Opinion from CnES for the Onshore Project, for the reasons noted at 1.6.1.4, they 

were consulted by MD-LOT as part of their Scoping Opinion for the Project.  
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1.6.1.4 Further consultation with CnES regarding the onshore works has also been undertaken by the 

Applicant prior to the submission of the EIAR. It has been agreed with CnES that a separate 

onshore scoping report is not required as the EIAR has been produced with due consideration to 

the MD-LOT Scoping Opinion received and the comments received from CnES therein. 

1.6.1.5 The EIAR sets out the feedback received from consultees with respect individual topic areas and 

how the application has addressed any of the comments raised. 

1.7 DESIGN 

1.7.1 ONSHORE PROJECT DESIGN PRINCIPLES 

1.7.1.1 The Onshore Project has been developed and designed in accordance with industry best practice 

and relevant health and safety regulations.  

1.7.1.2 The layout and design of the Onshore Project has been strongly influenced by the potential 

impacts on sensitive receptors and features within the surrounding environment. This information 

has been embedded into the iterative design process to minimise the potential for adverse effects. 

The design responds to the specific environmental, physical and contextual nature of its location. 

1.7.1.3 Several design principles have been considered to ensure the Onshore Project is sited and 

designed as sensitively as possible. In general, the design of all Onshore Project components and 

associated construction works have aimed to be technically feasible and:  

• Avoid crofts and croft land;  

• Avoid apportionments where possible;  

• Minimise peat disturbance;  

• Avoid areas of deepest and best quality peat;  

• Avoid ecological constraints where possible;  

• Maximise distance from residential properties;  

• Minimise impact on road users, community facilities and cultural heritage features;  

• Integrate input from other developers and SSEN where possible;    

• Integrate feedback from statutory consultees where possible. 

1.7.1.4 In relation to the Landfall and Landfall Substation (Scenario 2) design and associated construction 

works, the Onshore Project has aimed to:  

• Locate the Landfall and Landfall Substation (in Scenario 2) where the length of Offshore and 

Onshore cables is minimised; 

• Locate the Landfall and Landfall Substation (Scenario 2) outside the Ness and Barvas Special 

Protection Area (SPA) to avoid/minimise potential effects on SPA qualifying features;  
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• Use HDD as part of Onshore Project works at Landfall to avoid/minimise potential effects on 

the intertidal area and Barvas / Barabhas or Barbhas cliffs;  

• Locate the Landfall Substation as far northeast as possible to minimise potential disturbance 

and visual effects on the Barvas cemetery;  

• Use minimum height for Landfall Substation buildings (Scenario 2) to minimise potential visual 

effects;  

• Consider access options that minimise potential disturbance on Barvas cemetery receptors;  

• Consider programme restrictions and/or access options to avoid or minimise potential effects 

on Corncrake (Crex crex);  

• Location of permanent infrastructure that avoids most sensitive areas of previously unrecorded 

cultural heritage. 

1.7.1.5 In relation to the Onshore Cable Corridor route and associated construction works, the Onshore 

Project has aimed to: 

• Follow existing linear infrastructure for cable routing where possible;  

• Locate the Onshore Cable Corridor route outside the Lewis Peatlands Special Area for 

Conservation (SAC) where possible, and minimise potential effects on Lewis Peatlands SPA and 

Ramsar sites;  

• Minimise the Onshore Cable Corridor route length;  

• Maintain safe distances and avoid areas of existing and proposed SSEN overhead lines (OHL) 

where possible;  

• Construct haul roads to keep traffic off existing road infrastructure where possible, maximising 

the use of existing tracks and infrastructure to access proposed haul roads;  

• Minimise the number of road crossings;  

• Use HDD as part of crossings to minimise potential effects on watercourses and road 

infrastructure.  

1.7.1.6 In relation to the Grid Substation and associated construction works, the Onshore Project has 

aimed to:  

• Locate the Grid Substation as close to the proposed SSEN Lewis Hub as possible to minimise 

size and height of Grid Substation buildings;  

• Locate the Grid Substation in an area where there is existing, and consented large scale 

infrastructure;  

• Work with SSEN to share access and infrastructure where possible;  

• Provide safe distance buffers to SSENs OHLs and avoid BT communication lines;  

• Minimise disturbance to the Lochside Arena (Community Facility);  

• Maintain buffer to existing water bodies;  

• Avoid the Lewis Peat Works historic area.  
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1.7.1.7 In relation to the Multiuse Pathway, the Onshore Project has aimed to:  

• Maximise reuse of infrastructure developed during construction works to enhance local active 

travel infrastructure and help alleviate future traffic conflicts;  

• Accommodate Cycling by Design (Transport Scotland, 2021) guidance;  

• Promote cyclist safety;  

• Minimise peat excavation.  

1.7.1.8 The final siting and design for the proposed Landfall Substation has been deliberately sited to 

utilise existing landform to screen the substation from key views as far as possible e.g. from Barvas 

cemetery.  

1.7.1.9 Preliminary colour studies have been undertaken at both substation locations to provide an initial 

colour palette for building materials to minimise visual impact. The proposed final colour and 

finishes will be determined prior to construction and in consultation and agreement with CnES. 

This study is presented at Appendix A9.3: Colour Study, Volume 4. 

1.7.2 ONSHORE PROJECT DESIGN EVOLUTION  

1.7.2.1 Chapter 4: Consideration of Alternatives, Volume 2 of the EIAR outlines the various design 

alternatives considered by the Applicant and provides justification for the selection of the Onshore 

Project and is therefore not repeated here. It is noted that the Onshore Project design has evolved 

as new engineering and environmental information has become available, and in response to 

consultation and stakeholder feedback. 

1.7.2.2 Since the submission of the Project Scoping Report to MD-LOT in September 2023, a number of 

design evolution changes have been made and the Onshore Project refined. In summary those 

relevant to the Onshore Project include: 

• Number of Export Cables in Scenario 1 (OSP) and Array Cables to Landfall (in Scenario 2 

(Landfall Substation) has been refined; 

• Landfall site selection: of the 3 Landfall Areas of Search (AoS) originally identified along the 

west coast of the Isle of Lewis / Eilean Leòdhais in the Scoping Report, Landfall AoS 2 has been 

selected as the preferred location for the Onshore Project;  

• Landfall construction works – of the 3 Landfall construction options originally described in the 

Scoping Report, HDD has been selected as the preferred Landfall construction method;  

• Refinements of the Substation dimensions; 

• Onshore Cable Corridor routing and dimensions have been refined and reduced; 

• Onshore Cable construction works – the Scoping Report considered potential for both 

underground cabling and use of overhead lines (OHL) to be part of the Onshore Project. Only 

underground cabling is proposed, following the feedback received through the EIA scoping 
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process, including responses from community organisations, and the intention to minimise 

visual disturbance and ecological impacts associated with the operation of an OHL; 

• Introduction of a proposed Multiuse Pathway – the identification of haul road reuse 

opportunities and conversion into a Multiuse Pathway has been identified during Onshore 

Project design progression and in response to public consultation. 

1.7.3 PROJECT DESIGN ENVELOPE 

1.7.3.1 In accordance with current best practice and guidance provided by the Scottish Government 

(Scottish Government, 2022a), the Applicant has defined a range of design parameters relating to 

the location, design and size of the Onshore Project, which provide the basis for the maximum 

design scenario (MDS) presented within the EIAR. 

1.7.3.2 Engineering teams and preliminary design information have informed an iterative development of 

the Project Design Envelope (PDE), which has also considered the avoidance of sensitive 

environmental and social receptors where possible, in line with the Onshore Project design 

principles described above. 

1.7.4 DESIGN OPTIONALITY  

1.7.4.1 Given the nature and scale of the Onshore Project, a number of components are yet to be 

determined and finalised. Refinement of the Onshore Project will be undertaken during the 

detailed design phase, and as noted, a PDE approach is used in accordance with good practice. 

Further details on the optionality proposed is provided in Chapter 4: Consideration of 

Alternatives, Volume 2 of the EIAR.  

1.7.4.2 The PDE approach defines a design envelope and maximum parameters within which the final 

design will sit. As such, the PDE approach allows for a project to be assessed based on a worst-case 

scenario or MDS and provides flexibility for future project refinements while ensuring all potentially 

significant effects are assessed within the EIAR.   

1.7.4.3 Key design optionality has been retained in relation to the following components: 

• Location of the Substation onshore or offshore;  

• Substation transformer voltage options;  

• Development of alternative access to Onshore Landfall Area; 

• Onshore Cable Corridor – alternative options for 2 subsections; 

• Grid Substation access option. 

1.7.4.4 Further refinement of the design will take place within the MDS as the design of both the Onshore 

Project and offshore wind farm are developed further and more detailed ground investigations and 

other pre-construction surveys are completed.  
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1.8 ACCESS  

1.8.1.1 A DAS is a single document combining the Design Statement which addresses the design of the 

development and an Access Statement which demonstrates observance of the equal opportunities’ 

requirements. The Statement should explain and justify the accessibility of the Onshore Project. 

1.8.1.2 Accessibility to major infrastructure is fundamentally different by virtue of health and safety and 

operational regulations, than to that of a public or commercial building, and as such general public 

access will not be permitted.  

1.8.1.3 The Onshore Project, in particular the two substation areas, has been designed largely to facilitate 

access for maintenance and operational authorised personnel only, and to ensure these areas are 

secure from intruders. Access will be facilitated to such personnel regardless of age, gender or 

disability, in line with relevant legislation and the Applicant’s own company policies. Access by 

members of the public would not be permitted to these restricted substation areas. 

1.8.1.4 There are no Public Rights of Way or public access at either landfall (including the Landfall 

Substation) or Grid Substation. 

1.8.1.5 The exception to this is the proposed Multiuse Pathway which will convert 12. 4 km of the haul 

roads developed to support the Onshore Project construction works, as well as sections of new 

path at Barvas and Newmarket, into a new shared use path. The Multiuse Pathway will connect 

Barvas / Barabhas or Barbhas with Stornoway / Steòrnabhagh to enhance local active travel 

infrastructure, providing new shared use paths for walking, cycling and other active-travel modes, 

such as scooters. The Multiuse Path will also be used on occasion (approximately once every three 

years) for access by operation and maintenance vehicles during operation and monitoring of the 

Onshore Project. The Multiuse Path will have a maximum width of 5 m and length 14 km. 

1.8.1.6 The Multiuse Pathway supports the aspirations of CnES as set out in the Active Travel Strategy1 and 

its associated Delivery Plan2 and will be designed in accordance with Cycling by Design3 guidance.  

1.8.1.7 An indicative Multiuse Pathway route is shown in Figure 3.6, Volume 3 of the EIAR, and 

reproduced at Plate 1-3 below. This will be subject to further stakeholder engagement and 

detailed design. 

 

1 Comhairle na Eilean Siar (2021) Outer Hebrides Active Travel Strategy 2021-2025 Available at: https://www.cne-
siar.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-10/Outer_Hebrides_Active_Travel_Strategy_2021-2025.pdf Accessed 05/02/2026 
2 Comhairle na Eilean Siar (2023) Outer Hebrides Active Travel Strategy Delivery Plan Available at: https://www.cne-
siar.gov.uk/sites/default/files/imce/Committees/Transportation%20and%20Infrastructure%20Committee/2024/February/E-5B-
App-1-Outer-Hebrides-Active-Travel-Delivery.pdf Accessed 05/02/26 
3 Transport Scotland (2021) Cycling by Design Available at: https://www.transport.gov.scot/media/50323/cycling-by-design-
update-2019-final-document-15-september-2021-1.pdf Accessed 05/02/2026 

https://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-10/Outer_Hebrides_Active_Travel_Strategy_2021-2025.pdf
https://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2025-10/Outer_Hebrides_Active_Travel_Strategy_2021-2025.pdf
https://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/sites/default/files/imce/Committees/Transportation%20and%20Infrastructure%20Committee/2024/February/E-5B-App-1-Outer-Hebrides-Active-Travel-Delivery.pdf
https://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/sites/default/files/imce/Committees/Transportation%20and%20Infrastructure%20Committee/2024/February/E-5B-App-1-Outer-Hebrides-Active-Travel-Delivery.pdf
https://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/sites/default/files/imce/Committees/Transportation%20and%20Infrastructure%20Committee/2024/February/E-5B-App-1-Outer-Hebrides-Active-Travel-Delivery.pdf
https://www.transport.gov.scot/media/50323/cycling-by-design-update-2019-final-document-15-september-2021-1.pdf
https://www.transport.gov.scot/media/50323/cycling-by-design-update-2019-final-document-15-september-2021-1.pdf
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Plate 1-3 Indicative Location and Route of Multiuse Pathway 

 

 

1.8.1.8 Section 1 (Barvas), with an approximate length of 380 m, the Multiuse Pathway will start at Sgoil 

an Taobh Siar Primary School on a new segregated roadside path running along the west side of 

the road, crossing the A857 before joining Section 2. 

1.8.1.9 Section 2 (Haul road), with an approximate length of 12.4 km, the haul road constructed during 

Onshore Cable Corridor construction works will be repurposed as part of the Multiuse Pathway, 

removing vulnerable road users from a national speed limit road. Wooden type footbridges will be 

installed across the watercourse crossings where HDD crossings were utilised for the cables.  

1.8.1.10 Section 3 (Newmarket), with an approximate length of 750 m from the point the haul road 

crosses the A857 to Newmarket park, where the route ends.  

1.8.1.11 Along the Multiuse Pathway, rest stops may be provided, such as informal seating, cycle parking 

and/or windbreak seating. Bollards will also be implemented at access points, which will also be 

used during the Operation and Maintenance phase of the Onshore Project if required.   
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1.8.1.12 Full details of the Multiuse Pathway are set out within Chapter 3: Project Description, Volume 2 

of the EIAR. 

1.9 CONCLUSION 

1.9.1.1 The Applicant has given careful consideration to the siting, design, layout and access of the 

Onshore Project to ensure it is designed sensitively for the surroundings. The Onshore Project 

seeks to fit a functional development which avoids significant impacts on nearby receptors. The 

design has been progressed to fit sustainably into the environment in which it sits whilst satisfying 

technical requirements and functionality.  

1.9.1.2 The Applicant has undertaken consultation with key consultees and the public and has sought to 

address concerns and provide opportunity to influence the design process, where appropriate. 

Where possible public and consultation comments have been taken on board in the design 

process, within the context of technical parameters and requirements. 

1.9.1.3 The design and scale of the substations are derived primarily from technical requirements for such 

electrical infrastructure, however siting, design and mitigation measures have been considered in 

the design process to minimise impacts.  

1.9.1.4 The Onshore Project will support the delivery of sustainable development and reaching net zero 

targets and increased generation of renewable energy. 

1.9.1.5 Unauthorised access to infrastructure sites of this nature is prohibited. The Onshore Project has 

been designed to reflect the function and technical requirements of the Applicant and relevant 

health and safety requirements. Access is strictly controlled and limited, with the exception of the 

new Multiuse Pathway.  

1.9.1.6 The inclusion of the Multiuse Pathway as part of the Onshore Project has been a positive response 

to public consultation and aligns with CnES’s Active Travel Strategy and its associated Delivery Plan 

and the ambition to introduce new active travel infrastructure connecting communities on the 

Island.  
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1.10 GLOSSARY OF TERMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 

1.10.1.1 A list of key terms and acronyms used in this report are provided in Table 1-1 and Table 1-2.  

Table 1-1: Acronyms and Abbreviations 

Term Definition 

AC Alternating Current 

AoS Areas of Search 

DAS Design and Access Statement 

CnES Comhairle na Eilean Siar 

EIAR Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

HDD Horizontal Directional Drilling  

HVDC High-Voltage Direct Current 

JB Joint Bay 

LB Link Bay 

LDP Local Development Plan 

MD-LOT Marine Directorate - Licensing Operations Team 

MDS Maximum Design Scenario  

MHWS Mean High Water Springs 

MLWS Mean Low Water Springs 

NPF4 National Planning Framework 4 

OHLDP Outer Hebrides Local Development Plan 

OSP Offshore Substation Platform 

OTW Onshore Transmission Works 

OWF Offshore Wind Farm 

PAC Pre Application Consultation 

PAN Proposal of Application Notice 

PDE Project Design Envelope 

SAC Special Area for Conservation 

SPA Special Protection Area 

SSEN Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks 

TCC Temporary Construction Compound 

TJB Transition Joint Bay 

WTG Wind Turbine Generator  
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Table 1-2: Glossary 

Term Meaning 

the Applicant   Spiorad na Mara Limited (the Project owner). 

Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report (EIAR) 

The Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) prepared to 

assess the likely significant effects of the Project on the environment.  

Grid Substation The onshore substation located adjacent to and connecting to the 

SSEN Lewis Hub. This allows the voltage to be increased to meet 

onward transmission requirements. 

Landfall This consists of works from offshore Horizontal Directional Drill (HDD) 

exit pits (located below MLWS) to onshore at the Transition Joint Bays 

(TJB) (located above MHWS). The infrastructure and installation 

methods associated with the Landfall involves both onshore and 

offshore components.  

Landfall Substation The optional onshore substation located on the west side of the Isle of 

Lewis. Includes the platform, buildings and associated components 

which allows the voltage to be increased to meet onward transmission 

requirements. 

Offshore Project The components of the Spiorad na Mara offshore wind farm (the 

Project) located seaward of Mean High Water Springs (MHWS).  

Onshore Cable Corridor The area within which Onshore Cables and associated infrastructure 

will be located which is routed from the Transition Joint Bays (TJB) to 

the SSEN Lewis Hub.  

Onshore Transmission Works 

(OTW) / Onshore Project 

The components of the Spiorad na Mara offshore wind farm (the 

Project) located landward of Mean Low Water Springs (MLWS).  

Project  The Spiorad na Mara offshore wind farm development. This term 

describes the whole development, including all offshore and onshore 

components. 

 

 


