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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 OVERVIEW 

1.1.1.1 This Onshore Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report has been developed by Spiorad na Mara 

Limited (hereafter referred to as the ‘Applicant’) for the proposed development of the Spiorad na 

Mara Offshore Wind Farm (OWF), (the ‘Project’). The Project comprises both the onshore and 

offshore components required to generate and transmit renewable electricity from the OWF to the 

Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks (SSEN) Alternating Current (AC) Substation and High 

Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) Converter Station (referred to as the SSEN Lewis Hub), which is to 

be built on the Isle of Lewis. 

1.1.1.2 The onshore components of the Project (the 'Onshore Project') are located on the Isle of Lewis / 

Eilean Leòdhais in the Western Isles / Na h-Eileanan Siar, Scotland / Alba. The offshore components 

of the Project (the 'Offshore Project') are located off the northwest coast of the Isle of Lewis / 

Eilean Leòdhais in the Western Isles / Na h-Eileanan Siar, Scotland / Alba. 

1.1.1.3 The Onshore Project consists of the onshore components of the Project landward of Mean Low 

Water Springs (MLWS) and is referred to as the ‘Onshore Project’ or ‘Onshore Transmission Works’ 

(OTW) throughout this Onshore PAC Report. The Offshore Project, comprising of the offshore 

components of the Project seaward of Mean High Water Spring (MHWS) is referred to as the 

‘Offshore Project’ and is assessed within the Spiorad na Mara Offshore Wind Farm Environmental 

Impact Assessment Report (‘Offshore Project EIAR’). 

1.1.1.4 The SSEN Lewis Hub itself is not part of this application and is to be built as part of the separate 

upgraded Western Isles HVDC Link between the Isle of Lewis and mainland Scotland. The boundary 

for the whole Project and proposed location for the SSEN Lewis Hub is shown in Figure 1.1 Project 

Location, Volume 3.  

1.1.1.5 This Onshore PAC Report is a critical component in the context of the Project’s consent 

application(s). The Applicant is submitting separate consent applications for the Offshore Project 

and for the Onshore Project (component infrastructure landward of MLWS). This Onshore PAC 

Report is a supporting document that has been submitted, as part of the Onshore Application, to 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (CnES) under the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (as 

amended). A separate Offshore PAC Report was submitted to the Marine Directorate - Licencing 

Operations Team (MD-LOT) in February 2026 as a supporting document to the Offshore 

Application, consisting of the Section 36 (s36) Consent application and the Marine Licence 

application for the Offshore Project. 

1.1.1.6 This Onshore PAC Report provides an overview of the stakeholder engagement and consultation 

activities conducted throughout the planning phase of the Onshore Project. These activities have 
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been designed and implemented in compliance with the requirements outlined in the relevant 

Scottish legislation and requirements (Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 as amended 

and the Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 

2013, see Section 2). 

1.1.1.7 Subject to the receipt of all relevant consents and approvals, construction could potentially 

commence in 2028, with electricity generation expected to start by 2031. The Project could 

generate enough energy to meet the annual average electricity needs of approximately 1.2 million 

Scottish homes1.  

1.2 THE APPLICANT 

1.2.1.1 Spiorad na Mara Ltd (the Applicant) is the company that owns the Project. Northland Power Inc. 

(Northland) indirectly owns 75.5% of the share capital in the Project, while Electricity Supply Board 

(ESB) indirectly owns the remaining 24.5%.  

1.2.1.2 Northland is a Canadian independent power producer focused on the development, construction, 

and operation of renewable energy projects. Founded in 1987, the company has a diverse portfolio, 

including offshore and onshore wind, solar, and thermal power plants. Northland is committed to 

advancing clean energy solutions and has established a strong presence in both North America and 

international markets, particularly in Europe and Asia. The company emphasises sustainability and 

reducing its carbon footprint while aiming to meet the growing demand for renewable energy. 

Through strategic investments and partnerships, Northland continues to expand its operations and 

contribute to the global transition to low-carbon energy. 

1.2.1.3 ESB is a leading Irish energy company that operates in the generation, transmission, and 

distribution of electricity. Established in 1927, ESB plays a pivotal role in Ireland's energy sector, 

providing reliable power to homes, businesses, and industries. The company has a diverse energy 

mix, including renewable energy sources like wind (onshore and offshore), solar and hydroelectric 

power, alongside conventional thermal plants. ESB is committed to sustainability and reducing 

carbon emissions, with a strategic focus on decarbonising its operations and increasing its 

renewable energy capacity with an expanding presence across Great Britian. The company also 

explores innovative solutions in energy storage, electric vehicle infrastructure, and smart grid 

technology, aiming to support the transition to a low-carbon energy future. 

1.2.1.4 The Applicant adopts a build-to-own approach from the start of any development, considers the 

long term when making decisions, and will work to strengthen the solid bonds already formed with 

 

1 More than 1.2 million homes powered per annum based on the average Scottish annual household electricity 

consumption of 3,078kWh in 2022 (https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/regional-and-local-authority-electricity-

consumption-statistics), together with a minimum projected 50% wind load factor and a projected installed capacity of 

up to 900 MW. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/regional-and-local-authority-electricity-consumption-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/regional-and-local-authority-electricity-consumption-statistics
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communities and stakeholder representatives in the Western Isles / Na h-Eileanan Siar and 

northwest Scotland / Alba. As part of this approach, the Applicant will eventually transfer the 

offshore transmission assets to an Offshore Transmission Owner (OFTO). An OFTO is responsible 

for operating and maintaining the offshore electric power transmission infrastructure, ensuring the 

efficient delivery of electricity from the wind farm to the National Grid. This transfer process is 

managed through a competitive tender process overseen by The Office of Gas and Electricity 

Markets (Ofgem), which aims to partner wind farm developers with the most efficient and 

competitive transmission operators. This ensures that the transmission infrastructure is maintained 

to high standards, ultimately benefiting both the generators and consumers. 

1.3 PROJECT BACKGROUND 

1.3.1.1 The Applicant is proposing to develop the Project, which comprises both onshore and offshore 

components. The offshore element of the Project consists of an OWF of up to 60 fixed-bottom 

Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs), with an anticipated capacity of 900 megawatts (MW). The Project 

will generate and transmit renewable electricity to the National Grid. The Applicant has a 

connection agreement with SSEN for a connection to the grid network on mainland Scotland / Alba 

via the SSEN Lewis Hub. 

1.3.1.2 The onshore elements of the Project, to which this document relates, consists of the following 

components as shown in Plate 1-1. The OTW/Onshore Project components landward of MLWS, will 

include:      

• The Transition Joint Bays (TJBs) located within the Onshore Landfall Area, above MHWS at 

Barvas / Barabhas or Barbhas, where offshore cables will connect to Onshore Cables;   

• The Landfall Substation (in Scenario 2) at Barvas / Barabhas or Barbhas, which will step up the 

voltage received from the WTGs for onward transmission to the Grid Substation proposed 

northwest of Loch Cnoc a’ Choilich, southwest of Stornoway / Steòrnabhagh; 

• The Onshore Cable Corridor, which includes the following sections: 

• Section 0 (in Scenario 2 only), connecting the TJBs with the Landfall Substation; 

• Section 1, connecting the TJBs with the Grid Substation (in Scenario 1) or the Landfall 

Substation with the Gird Substation (in Scenario 2); 

• Section 2, connecting the Grid Substation with the proposed SSEN Lewis Hub at Arnish 

/ Moor / Mointeach Airinis, proposed grid connection point. 

• Grid Substation, which will step up the voltage received from the OSP (in Scenario 1) or 

Landfall Substation (in Scenario 2) for onward transmission to the proposed SSEN Lewis Hub, 

southwest of Stornoway / Steòrnabhagh; 

• Multiuse Pathway, which will convert some of the haul roads developed to support the 

Onshore Project construction works into a new shared use path. 
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Plate 1-1 Onshore Project Location 

 

1.3.1.3 Further details regarding the Project Design Envelope (PDE) can be found in Chapter 3: Project 

Description, Volume 2 and Chapter 4: Consideration of Alternatives, Volume 2  

1.3.1.4 The Applicant seeks a minimum consent duration of 35 years. If the Applicant opts to repower the 

Project in the future, it will submit an application for a separate consent to extend the Project's 

lifespan. 

1.4 PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT 

1.4.1.1 Consultation has largely been undertaken for the Project as a whole. Therefore, where this report 

refers to the Project, this is relevant to both the Onshore Project and the Offshore Project. The 

purpose of this Onshore PAC Report is to provide details of the consultation undertaken specific to 

the Onshore Project and provide an overview of consultation undertaken at a whole Project level. 

Engagement and consultation undertaken which was specific to the Offshore Project has been 

detailed in a separate Offshore PAC Report which was submitted to MD-LOT as a supporting 

document to the Offshore Application in February 2026. 
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1.4.1.2 This Onshore PAC Report outlines the approach taken to inform and engage stakeholders and the 

public throughout the consultation process. It provides a summary of the key activities undertaken, 

feedback received, and the main themes and issues raised throughout the planning development 

phase of the Onshore Project, both during the PAC process and through the wider programme of 

engagement in the community and beyond. The report also explains how comments and concerns 

have been considered and, where appropriate, incorporated into the Project Design and 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) approach. Evidence of consultation activities, including 

copies of notices, advertisements, and engagement materials, is provided in the Appendix A to 

Appendix U to demonstrate compliance with statutory requirements and a transparent 

consultation process. 

1.4.1.3 This engagement process reflects the Applicant’s commitment to fostering open dialogue with all 

stakeholders involved. This has included local communities, Common Grazing committees, 

environmental groups, governmental authorities, and other relevant parties who have an interest in 

the development of the Project. By actively seeking input and feedback from these stakeholders, 

the Applicant has sought to ensure that their perspectives and concerns are considered, thereby 

enhancing the overall Project Design and reinforcing the Applicant’s shared vision of creating a 

sustainable future through responsible and inclusive development practices. 
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2 LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT AND PAC REQUIREMENTS 

2.1 COMMITMENT TO ENGAGEMENT 

2.1.1.1 The Applicant is fully committed to undertaking meaningful and inclusive engagement with 

communities and stakeholders in line with the legislative requirements outlined below. This 

includes ensuring early, transparent, and accessible opportunities for stakeholders to understand 

the Onshore Project and provide feedback throughout its development. 

2.2 SCOTTISH ONSHORE POLICY AND GUIDANCE 

2.2.1 NATIONAL PLANNING FRAMEWORK 4 

2.2.1.1 The National Planning Framework (NPF) 4 was adopted following the approval of Scottish 

Ministers, replacing NPF3 on 13 February 2023 as the updated national spatial strategy aimed at 

decreasing greenhouse gas emissions, adapting to the future effects of climate change, and 

aligning with the United Nations (UN) Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) through to 2045. 

Through the establishment of Strategic Renewable Electricity Generation and Transmission 

Infrastructure (including both onshore and offshore renewable electricity generation), electricity 

generation from renewables that is projected to exceed 50 MW capacity is designated as Priority 

National Developments.  

2.2.2 THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING REGULATIONS 1997 (AS AMENDED) AND THE TOWN 

AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) 

REGULATIONS 2013 

2.2.2.1 The Onshore Project requires planning permission under the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) 

Act 1997 (as amended), hereafter referred to as ‘the Act’. The Act forms the basis of the Scottish 

planning system and determines the roles of the Scottish Ministers and local authorities regarding 

development plans, management and enforcement.  

2.2.2.2 The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 

2013 came into force on 30 June 2013 and specify the pre-application requirements for planning 

applications in Scotland / Alba. The amendments introduced by the Town and Country Planning 

(PAC) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2021 impose additional requirements beyond those 

established in the 2013 Regulations. The requirements from both regulations are detailed in Table 

2-1 and, where relevant, the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (as amended) is also 

considered.  
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Table 2-1 PAC Requirements under the Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013 

Regulation and Associated PAC 

requirements 

 

Approach Implemented 

Regulation 6 – Content of 

proposal of application notice 

(PoAN)  

6. A proposal of application 

notice must, in addition to 

those matters required by 

Section 35B(4) of the Act, also 

contain an account of what 

consultation the applicant 

intends to undertake, 

[including information as to] 

when such consultation is to 

take place, with whom and 

what form it will take.  

 The Act 1997, Regulation 35B  

(3) A period of at least 12 weeks [but 

no more than 18 months] must 

elapse between giving the notice and 

submitting any such application.  

(4) A proposal of application notice is 

to be in such form, and have such 

content, as may be prescribed but 

must in any event contain—   

a) a description in general terms of 

the development to be carried out,  

b) if the site at which the 

development is to be carried out has 

a postal address, that address,  

c) a plan showing the outline of the 

site at which the development is to be 

carried out and sufficient to identify 

that site, and   

d) details as to how the prospective 

applicant may be contacted and 

corresponded with.  

The PoAN was issued to CnES on 29 August 2024 which was 

approved by CnES on 15 September 2024.   

Following feedback received during public consultation events in 

September and October 2024, and subsequent feedback from 

stakeholders, the boundaries presented within the approved 

PoAN were updated to refine the Landfall option and to 

encompass additional land near Arnish / Àirinis identified as 

potentially suitable for peat management and restoration 

purposes.  

A new PoAN was issued to CnES on 16 April 2025 which was 

approved by CnES on 6 May 2025.  

A copy of both PoANs are available in Appendix A - Proposal of 

Application Notices.  

The Onshore Application has been submitted more than 12 

weeks, but less than 18 months, after the PoAN was issued on16 

April 2025. 

Regulation 7 – Pre-application 

Consultation  

7. (1) The prospective applicant 

is to consult as respects a 

proposed application every 

community council any part 

The PoAN was issued to CnES on 29 August 2024. It was also 

issued to:  

• Barraigh agus Bhatarsaigh Ward Councillors;  

• Uibhist a Deas Ward Councillors;  

• Uibhist a Tuath Ward Councillors;  

• Na Hearadh Ward Councillors;   
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Regulation and Associated PAC 

requirements 

 

Approach Implemented 

of whose area is within or 

adjoins the land where the 

proposed development is 

situated and in doing so is to 

give a copy of the proposal of 

application notice to the 

community council.  

• Sgire Nan Loch Ward Councillors;   

• Sgir’ Uige Agus Carlabhagh Ward Councillors;  

• An Taobh Siar Agus Nis Ward Councillors;   

• Loch a Tuath Ward Councillors;  

• Steornabhagh a Tuath Ward Councillors;  

• Steornabhagh a Deas Ward Councillors;  

• Sgire an Rubha Ward Councillors.  

Community Councils:   

• Airidhantuim Community Council;  

• Back Community Council;   

• Bernera Community Council;  

• Breasclete Community Council;  

• Carloway Community Council;   

• Kinloch Community Council;   

• North Lochs Community Council;   

• Ness Community Council;   

• North Tolsta Community Council;   

• Pairc Community Council;   

• Point Community Council;   

• Sandwick Community Council;   

• Shawbost Community Council;   

• Uig Community Council.  

Holyrood Member of Scottish Parliament (MSP):  

• Alasdair Allan.  

Westminster Member of Parliament (MP):   

• Torcuil Crichton.  

Following feedback received during public consultation events in 

September and October 2024, and subsequent feedback from 

stakeholders, the boundaries presented within the approved 

PoAN were updated to refine the Landfall options and to 

encompass additional land near Arnish / Àirinis identified as 

potentially suitable for peat management and restoration 

purposes.  

A new PoAN was issued to CnES on 16 April 2025 to reflect these 

changes, which replaced the previous PoAN issued on 29 August 

2024. The new PoAN was also issued to the same parties as listed 

above for the PoAN in 2024. It was also issued to Stornoway 

Community Council, which was not in existence at the time the 

original PoAN was issued in 2024.   
7. (2) The prospective applicant 

is to—  

There were 3 phases of pre-application consultation held 

including Phase 1 Consultation (PC1), Phase 2 Consultation (PC2) 

and OTW Specific Consultation (consisting of the Updated Grid 
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Regulation and Associated PAC 

requirements 

 

Approach Implemented 

(a) hold at least [two public events] 

where members of the public may 

make comments to the prospective 

applicant as regards the proposed 

development; and  

Substation Consultation (UGSC) and the Final OTW Consultation) 

(as detailed in Section 6 to 8).  

For PC1, a total of 7 in-person public exhibition events were held 

between 24 September 2024-3 October 2024 and for PC2 a total 

of 5 in-person public exhibition events were held between 2 June 

2025-5 June 2025. Online consultation ran for 1 month in parallel 

for PC1 and 1 month in parallel for PC2. For both phases, the 

consultation covered onshore and offshore elements of the 

Project and members of the public and interested parties were 

invited to provide feedback.  

The UGSC which was held to share details of, and seek feedback 

on, a revised location for the Grid Substation and associated 

infrastructure. This consultation focused only on the Grid 

Substation and associated infrastructure as this was the only 

design change made following PC2. The UGSC took place in 

September-October 2025 consisting of 2 in-person public 

exhibition events and online materials, with a 2-week period to 

provide feedback.  

The Final OTW Consultation was then held to share details of, and 

seek feedback on, the updated Onshore Project proposals. The 

Final OTW consultation took place in November-December 2025 

consisting of 3 in-person public exhibition events and online 

materials, with a 1 month period to provide feedback. 

PC1 was held under the August 2024 PoAN. PC2, the UGSC and 

the Final OTW Consultation were held under the April 2025 PoAN.  
(b) Publish in a local newspaper 

circulating in the locality [in which 

the proposed development is 

situated]—   

i. a notice in respect of the first public 

event containing the information 

specified in paragraph (2a), and  

ii. a further notice in respect of the 

final public event containing the 

information specified in the sub-

paragraphs (a) to (c) and (e) of 

paragraph (2A)  

(2A) The information is—  

a. A description of, and the 

location of, the proposed 

development,  

For PC1, a local newspaper public notice was published in the 

Stornoway Gazette on the 5 September 2024 and in Fios on the 

6 September 2024.   

For PC2, a local newspaper public notice was placed in the 

Stornoway Gazette on 22 May 2025.   

For UGSC, a local newspaper public notice was placed in the 

Stornoway Gazette on 18 September 2025. 

For the Final OTW Consultation, a local newspaper public notice 

was placed in the Stornoway Gazette on 13 November 2025. 

 A copy of each notice can be viewed in Appendix B - PC1 Public 

Notices, Appendix C - PC2 Public Notices, Appendix D - UGSC 

Public Notice, and Appendix E - Final OTW Consultation 

Public Notice. 

Additionally, further outreach and awareness-raising of the events 

was carried out through leaflet mail drops to all properties in HS1 

and HS2 postcodes, adverts placed within local media, email 

mailshots sent to opted-in individuals and stakeholder contacts 
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Regulation and Associated PAC 

requirements 

 

Approach Implemented 

b. Details as to how (including 

by what electronic means) 

further information may be 

obtained concerning the 

proposed development,  

c. The date and place of the 

public event,  

d. A statement explaining how, 

and by when, persons wishing 

to make comments to the 

prospective applicant relating 

to the proposal may do so, 

and  

e. A statement that comments 

made to the prospective 

applicant are not 

representations to the 

planning authority and if the 

prospective applicant submits 

an application there will be 

an opportunity to make 

representations on that 

application to the planning 

authority.  

on the Project mailing list, and posters advertising UGSC and the 

Final OTW Consultation placed in local supermarkets and other 

venues (see Sections 6.4, 7.4, 8.2.4 and 8.3.3.5).  

  

7. (3) A public event held by the 

prospective applicant in 

accordance with paragraph 

(2)(a) is not to be held earlier 

than 7 days after notification 

of the date and place of [the 

public event is given under 

paragraph (2)(b)(i) or (ii), as 

the case may be, and the final 

public event must be held at 

least 14 days after the first 

public event].  

[(4) The prospective applicant must at 

the final public event provide 

feedback to the members of the 

public in respect of comments 

received by the prospective applicant 

The requirements of Regulation 7 (3) have been exceeded as the 

4 rounds of consultation each comprising multiple public events, 

were held more than 14 days apart (PC1in September/October 

2024, PC2 in June/July 2025, UGSC in September/October 2025 

and the Final OTW Consultation in November/December 2025). 

The in-person public exhibition events for each phase were held 

more than 7 days after each of the public notices published in the 

Stornoway Gazette.  

The main purpose of PC2 was to present the updates/feedback in 

respect of the comments received during PC1, with both 

consultation phases covering both the onshore and offshore 

elements of the Project. Updated Project proposals, incorporating 

feedback received, where relevant, were also presented as part of 

the PC2 events and further feedback sought.  

Following the further updates to the Onshore Project proposals 

regarding the Grid Substation location, the UGSC was held. 

Feedback received during this consultation was considered to 

finalise the Onshore Project proposals which were later presented 
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Regulation and Associated PAC 

requirements 

 

Approach Implemented 

as regards to the proposed 

development.]  

at the Final OTW Consultation. At the Final OTW Consultation, 

responses to the feedback collected from PC2 and UGSC were 

provided to the public.  
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3 ENGAGEMENT AND PAC PLAN 

3.1 ENGAGEMENT PROGRAMME 

3.1.1.1 The Project stakeholder engagement programme was designed to ensure timely, transparent, and 

inclusive engagement with stakeholders and the public at key stages of the Project. Plate 3-1 

presents a timeline of the engagement process, highlighting key milestones and consultation 

activities, and opportunities for feedback throughout the pre-application period. Key consultation 

phases included: Pre-Scoping from 2021-2023, EIA Scoping from 2023-2024, PC1 held in 2024, PC2 

held in 2025 and OTW Specific Consultation held later in 2025. Consultation throughout all phases 

of the Project with the exception of the ‘OTW Specific Consultation’ Phase, has been both general – 

covering all topics of the Project – and also targeted to address specific concerns of each 

stakeholder group. Public consultation events held during the ‘OTW Specific Consultation’ phase, 

included both the UGSC and Final OTW Consultation, which took place in September to October 

2025 and November to December 2025, respectively.
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Plate 3-1 Engagement Programme 
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3.2 ENGAGEMENT APPROACH AND METHODOLOGY 

3.2.1.1 The engagement approach and methodology were developed by the Project team in 2023 and 

finalised in early 2024. The approach to engagement was designed to ensure meaningful, inclusive, 

and timely engagement with stakeholders and the public throughout the consultation process. An 

overview of the engagement approach and methodology includes: 

• The identification of key stakeholder groups; 

• The identification of the most appropriate range of engagement methods and tools; 

• The approach to communication, including the use of multiple communication channels; 

• The scheduling of consultation activities aligned with Project milestones; 

• A clear process for capturing and responding to feedback. 

3.3 STAKEHOLDER MAPPING 

3.3.1.1 Initial identification of stakeholders took place in 2022 prior to the submission of a bid as part of 

the ScotWind leasing process and formed the basis of early engagement by the Project, prior to the 

development of a clear set of Project proposals. 

3.3.1.2 In November 2023, a more comprehensive stakeholder mapping exercise was undertaken to 

identify further individuals, groups, and organisations with an interest in or the potential to have 

influence on the Project. This process involved analysing the geographic, social, economic, and 

environmental context of the Project to ensure that relevant stakeholders, including statutory 

consultees, local authorities, community groups, industry representatives, and members of the 

public, were appropriately identified. The mapping informed the engagement approach and 

methodology and ensured that communication was tailored to reflect the interests and levels of 

influence of different stakeholder groups. 

3.4 COMMUNITY CONSULTATION AREA 

3.4.1.1 The community consultation area covered the HS1 and HS2 postcode districts (see Plate 3-2). This 

ensured the inclusion of residents in the immediate vicinity of the Project locations and those living 

in other regions of the island. All consultation materials were made available online during all 

consultation periods to ensure accessibility for all communities on the island and further afield.  
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Plate 3-2 Spiorad na Mara Consultation Area 
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4 PRE-SCOPING CONSULTATION PHASE 

4.1 OVERVIEW 

4.1.1.1 As shown in Plate 3-1, the Pre-Scoping Consultation phase includes all engagement that took 

place prior to the submission of EIA Scoping in 2023. Engagement efforts began in 2021 for the 

Project, which were increased following the announcement that the Applicant had secured the 

rights for the N4 Plan Option area in January 2022, following the ScotWind Leasing process held in 

2021 by CES. 

4.1.1.2 The N4 Plan Option area is located 5-13 km off the northwest coast of Lewis / Eilean Leòdhais and 

was named Spiorad na Mara (which translates from Scottish Gaelic to ‘Spirit of the Sea’) during the 

autumn and winter of 2022. The naming process involved active engagement with local community 

members, including national and secondary level island schools and collaboration with the Gaelic 

department at the University of the Highlands and Islands (UHI) North, West and Hebrides 

(formerly known as UHI Outer Hebrides) to establish an appropriate and meaningful name for the 

Project, which reflected local heritage and island identity. 

4.1.1.3 A series of initial consultation and engagement activities were undertaken to introduce the Project 

to key stakeholders and to gather essential early feedback that would inform the development 

process. The engagement approach included meetings with statutory consultees and targeted 

outreach with local authorities as well as introductory briefings with the community. This approach 

was essential to ensure compliance and alignment with regulatory requirements and to ensure 

open and proactive engagement with the community. 

4.1.1.4 The overarching aim of this early engagement effort was to proactively identify any immediate 

concerns that stakeholders might have and to establish clear and open lines of communication. 

This initial phase of engagement was also important in shaping the Project's overall approach to 

stakeholder engagement, which would ensure that stakeholder views were not only acknowledged 

but actively integrated into the development process from the outset. By doing so, the Project 

team created a foundation for transparent, open and proactive communication. 

4.2 STAKEHOLDER MEETINGS AND CONSULTATION 

4.2.1.1 After the N4 Plan Option area agreement was signed in April 2022, a series of public information 

events were held across four key locations in May 2022 - Galson / Gàbhsann, Breasclete / Breascleit, 

Grinneabhat, and Stornoway / Steòrnabhagh. These events provided an early opportunity for local 

residents to learn about the Project and share their initial thoughts. In total, 93 individuals attended 

these sessions, reflecting a strong level of early interest from the community. 
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4.2.1.2 In parallel, a business breakfast event was organised in collaboration with Highlands and Islands 

Enterprise (HIE) and CnES. This event was specifically aimed at initiating contact with CnES and 

highlighting potential economic and supply chain opportunities that could arise from the Project. 

4.2.1.3 In order to facilitate broader community engagement efforts, a dedicated Community Liaison 

Officer (CLO) was appointed in Autumn 2022. A Project office was also established in Stornoway / 

Steòrnabhagh to provide a local point of contact and facilitate ongoing dialogue with the local 

community. In October 2023 a Consultation and Local Engagement Lead was appointed with 

responsibility for managing all community engagement and managing and delivering all pre-

application consultation activities of the Project. 

4.2.1.4 From the outset, the Project team has prioritised direct engagement with key stakeholders. 

Immediately following the ScotWind announcement, engagement was carried out with local estate 

groups and trusts within the proposed onshore infrastructure areas, Stornoway Port Authority, UHI, 

HIE, and local primary schools. Pre-scoping consultation also included engaging with local political 

representatives, MSP Alasdair Allan and (then) MP Angus Brendan MacNeil. 

4.2.1.5 Throughout late 2022 and into early 2023, the CLO and wider Project team continued to build 

relationships across the community. This included informal introductions to a wide range of local 

individuals, businesses, and community groups, helping to foster transparency, trust, and a shared 

understanding of the Project’s goals and potential benefits. 

4.2.1.6 An overview of this early engagement throughout the Pre-Scoping Consultation phase is included 

in Table 4-1. 

Table 4-1 Overview of Engagement during Pre-Scoping Consultation Phase 

Year Stakeholder Engagement 

2021 

 

Local MP and Local MSP Contact was established with local MSP Alasdair Allan and 

(then) MP Angus Brendan MacNeil in 2021, prior to the bid 

submission. Several update meetings were held subsequently, 

and both were later included in the Project mailing list. 

2021 West Side Estates Group 

(WSEG) 

An initial meeting took place in 2021, and Northland Power 

signed a Memorandum of Understanding with WSEG and the 

Stornoway Trust in July 2021, prior to the bid submission. A 

follow-up meeting was held in November 2022. 

From early 2023, a regular pattern of meetings was 

established, occurring approximately every 6–8 weeks. 

2021 Stornoway Trust An initial meeting took place in 2021, prior to the bid 

submission. 

2021 

 

Stornoway Port Authority Engagement commenced in 2021 during the bid process. The 

Applicant met with the Chief Executive on multiple occasions 
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Year Stakeholder Engagement 

to provide Project updates and gain insight into their 

ongoing deep-water port development.  

2021 UHI An initial meeting took place in 2021, and Northland Power 

signed a Memorandum of Understanding with UHI in July 

2021, prior to the bid submission. 

Engagement continued into early 2022, with regular 

meetings. As part of this collaboration, the Project 

committed—alongside other developers in the region—to 

fund a STEM (Science Technology Engineering and Maths) 

Co-ordinator for the Outer Hebrides for a 3-year period. 

2022 CnES Regular update meetings were held discussing the Onshore 

Project. 

2022 MD-LOT  

NatureScot -Marine 

Team 

As part of the quarterly Offshore Project updates to MD-LOT 

as the primary regulatory authority for the Offshore 

Application, regular updates on the Onshore Project have 

also been shared. 

2022 HIE Regular meetings were held with Stornoway / Steòrnabhagh-

based HIE staff from early 2022 onward. 

2022 Local schools The Project team engaged 2 local schools in the naming of 

the Project, an initiative which was well received. As the 

Project developed local schools were also engaged with in 

2025 regarding the scholarships programme and the Project 

team attended careers events (see Appendix A5.2: 

Stakeholder Consultation and Engagement, Volume 4 of 

the Onshore EIAR). 

2022 Ofgem Engagement on the process for obtaining generation licence 

and the OFTO. 

2022 SSEN 

National Energy System 

Operator (NESO) 

Other developers 

Engagement to discuss the Project grid connection and 

Holistic Network Design Follow-up Exercise (HNDFUE) 

workshops. 

2022 Scottish Government, 

Crown Estate Scotland 

(CES) and Department 

for Energy Security and 

Net Zero (DESNZ) 

 

Periodic roundtables for Scotwind developers have been held 

by the Scottish Government. Quarterly meetings take place 

with CES and with DESNZ to brief them on Project progress, 

including relevant stakeholder engagement activities, survey 

activity, grid connection updates, supply chain readiness 

work, and discussion of government policy topics.  
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4.3 OUTREACH AND COMMUNICATIONS 

4.3.1.1 Following the announcement of the ScotWind Leasing process outcome, the Applicant took 

immediate steps to ensure transparency and accessibility of information regarding its offshore wind 

projects. Initial details were promptly shared on Northland’s main website2. 

4.3.1.2 In the initial stages, prior to the formal EIA Scoping process and throughout the EIA Scoping 

Consultation phase, efforts were made to ensure that clear, accessible information about the 

Project was made available to the public and key stakeholders. To oversee and manage this 

effectively, a Communications Advisor was appointed to the Project team in December 2022.  

4.3.1.3 As part of the early engagement efforts, a bespoke Project website was developed and launched in 

March 20233 to further enhance public access to Project-specific information with the aim of 

building awareness and transparency from the outset. This platform serves as a central hub for 

stakeholders, community members, and interested parties, providing up-to-date, clear and concise 

information about the Project’s scope, anticipated development timelines, and key milestones. The 

website is a main channel used to share updates and provide a range of contact points for 

members of the public to engage with the Project team, including a general online contact and 

feedback form.  

 

2 The Northland Power website can be accessed here: https://northlandpowerscotwind.co.uk/. 

3 The Spiorad na Mara website can be accessed here: https://northlandpowerscotwind.co.uk/spiorad-na-mara/ 

https://northlandpowerscotwind.co.uk/
https://northlandpowerscotwind.co.uk/spiorad-na-mara/
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5 EIA SCOPING CONSULTATION PHASE 

5.1 OVERVIEW 

5.1.1.1 The EIA Scoping Consultation phase ran in parallel with the development and submission of the 

Project’s EIA Scoping Report, which covered both the Onshore Project and Offshore Project, and 

was formally submitted in September 2023 (SnM, 2023). During the EIA Scoping Consultation 

phase, the Project team focused on deepening its engagement with key stakeholders, statutory 

consultees, and the wider community to ensure that the EIA process was informed by local 

knowledge, regulatory expectations, and environmental sensitivities. 

5.1.1.2 Primary engagement efforts included targeted consultation to inform the Project’s EIA Scoping and 

Habitats Regulation Appraisal (HRA) Screening processes, as well as wider public consultation in 

the community and engagement with potentially impacted Common Grazing Committees, 

community organisations, local authorities and businesses, and other stakeholder groups. 

5.1.1.3 Although the EIA Scoping Report submission was a key milestone, the EIA Scoping Consultation 

phase extended well beyond the EIA Scoping Report itself. A notable milestone was the release of 

the first Project Newsletter in June 2023, marking a significant step in proactive communication 

with the wider community (see Appendix F – Spiorad na Mara Summer 2023 Newsletter).  

5.1.1.4 In May 2024, the Project received a Scoping Opinion from MD-LOT which detailed stakeholder 

consultation responses gathered by the Scottish Ministers in the process of determining the 

Scoping Opinion (MD-LOT, 2024a). Although the Applicant has not sought a separate Scoping 

Opinion from CnES for the Onshore Project, CnES were consulted by MD-LOT as part of their 

Scoping Opinion. Further consultation with CnES regarding the Onshore Project has since been 

undertaken by the Applicant prior to the submission of the Onshore EIAR. It was agreed with CnES 

that a separate onshore scoping report was not required as the Onshore EIAR has been produced 

with due consideration to the MD-LOT Scoping Opinion received and the comments received from 

CnES therein.  

5.1.1.5 The Project also submitted its HRA Screening Report (SnM, 2024) which was informed by 

engagement with NatureScot. The Project received a consolidated HRA Screening Response from 

MD-LOT in November 2024, which detailed stakeholder consultation responses gathered by the 

Scottish Ministers covering both the Offshore Project and Onshore Project (MD-LOT, 2024b). 

Comments raised in the HRA Screening Response and associated Appendix 1 have been addressed 

and incorporated into Supporting Document 6.3: Onshore Report to Inform Appropriate 

Assessment (RIAA), Volume 6. Within the Onshore RIAA, a summary of consultation is provided, 

which includes how each of the comments in the HRA Screening Response have been considered 

by the Applicant towards the Onshore Project and subsequently where and how the comments 
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have been addressed within the Onshore RIAA (see Supporting Document 6.3: Onshore RIAA, 

Volume 6). 

5.1.1.6 In parallel with the Scoping process and on receipt of the Scoping Opinion, the Project carried out 

engagement with various stakeholders to inform the EIA. Details of this consultation are included 

within the relevant chapters of the Onshore EIAR (see Chapter: 6 to Chapter: 18, Volume 2). 

5.1.1.7 Throughout the EIA Scoping Consultation phase, the Project continued to provide Project updates 

to key stakeholders including CnES, MD-LOT, NatureScot, CES, HES, The Royal Society for the 

Protection of Birds (RSPB) Scotland, Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) and DESNZ. 

5.1.1.8 A Project update newsletter was published in July 2024 which shared in-depth information on the 

overall Project, provided updates on the development of the EIA and the Social Impact Assessment 

(SIA)4 Baseline, and introduced future public consultation (see Appendix G - Spiorad na Mara 

Summer 2024 Newsletter). 

5.1.1.9 Engagement efforts throughout the EIA Scoping Consultation phase helped to build awareness and 

lay the groundwork for more formal consultation activities in the subsequent PAC phases (PC1, PC2 

and OTW Specific Consultation, see Sections 6, 7 and 8).  

5.2 STAKEHOLDER MEETINGS AND CONSULTATION 

5.2.1 SCOPING WORKSHOPS 

5.2.1.1 While not formally part of the statutory PAC process as defined under Scottish planning legislation, 

scoping workshops were an important component of early engagement with key stakeholders 

including statutory and non-statutory consultees and regulators. These sessions were held during 

the initial stages of Project development and in advance of the submission of the request for a 

Scoping Opinion. They were designed to support the EIA Scoping process by discussing potential 

environmental Impacts, identifying key constraints, and gathering technical input to shape the EIA 

approach. 

5.2.1.2 The scoping workshops provided a valuable forum for dialogue with statutory consultees, 

regulators, and technical stakeholders. They enabled the Project team to gather early insights, 

clarify expectations, and build a stronger understanding of the local context. While these 

workshops were not open to the general public and did not influence the design of the Project nor 

the structure of future consultation activities, they played a meaningful role in shaping the 

approach to the EIA and contributed to a more informed EIA Scoping Report. 

 

4 Work is underway to develop a bespoke methodology to assess the social impacts of developments in highly rural 

and island settings which has informed the relevant chapters of the offshore and onshore EIAs and will be used as part 

of the SIA. 
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5.2.1.3 Formal scoping workshops were held in May and June 2023 to inform the EIA Scoping Report. A 

total of 5 scoping workshops were held covering 17 technical topics, 3 of the scoping workshops 

were relevant to the Onshore Project and are outlined in Table 5-1. 

Table 5-1 Scoping Workshop Summary 

Workshop Date Technical Topics Stakeholder Organisations in Attendance 

15 May 2023 • Onshore Ecology 

• Hydrology and Hydrogeology 

• Peat, Geology, Soils and Contaminated 

Land 

• CnES 

• NatureScot 

Invited but could not attend:  

• SEPA 

13 June 2023 • Marine and Nearshore Ornithology 

• Onshore and Intertidal Ornithology 

• CnES 

• MD-LOT 

• NatureScot 

Invited but could not attend:  

• RSPB Scotland   

13 June 2023 • Landscape and Visual Impact 

Assessment (LVIA) 

• Onshore Archaeology and Cultural 

Heritage 

• Marine Archaeology and Cultural 

Heritage 

• Seascape, Landscape and Visual 

Impact Assessment (SLVIA) 

• CnES  

• MD-LOT 

• Historic Environment Scotland 

• NatureScot 

 

5.2.2 PUBLIC INFORMATION EVENTS 

5.2.2.1 In June 2023, the Project was formally introduced to the wider island communities through a series 

of public information events. Over the course of 2 days, 4 events were held in key locations across 

the Isle of Lewis / Eilean Leòdhais: Stornoway / Steòrnabhagh, Barvas / Barabhas or Barbhas, 

Carloway / Càrlabhagh, and Bernera / Beàrnaraigh Mòr. These events provided an opportunity for 

local residents to meet the Project team in person, ask questions, and learn more about the Project. 

5.2.2.2 A total of 115 individuals attended the events, engaging directly with 15 members of the Project 

team, who represented a range of disciplines. Feedback was actively encouraged at each event, 

with 50 attendees completing a feedback form. These responses offered valuable insight into local 

perspectives and highlighted some of the themes that mattered most to the community. Key issues 

raised included: 

• The need for the Project team to ensure meaningful and lasting benefits for local communities; 

• The need for a commitment to responsible environmental management; 

• Potential visual Impacts of offshore infrastructure;  
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• The importance of delivering low-cost electricity as part of the Project's legacy. 

5.2.2.3 This feedback played an important role in shaping the Project's ongoing engagement approach 

and areas of focus. 

5.2.2.4 An overview of further engagement activities that took place during the EIA Scoping Consultation 

phase is included in Table 5-2. 

Table 5-2 Overview of Engagement during EIA Scoping Consultation Phase 

Year Stakeholder Engagement 

2023 CnES A briefing was provided to the full Council membership 

in June 2023. Council members were invited to attend 

the public information events held that same month. 

Regular engagement took place with key officials on 

matters relating to planning and EIA, Project updates 

(such as the EIA Scoping Report), and land use.  CnES 

were regularly updated through meetings and emails. 

2023 WSEG Regular meetings took place throughout 2023, which 

included detailed updates on Project progress, timeline 

and activities, e.g. surveys, site investigations.  

2023 Stornoway Trust A number of meetings took place throughout 2023, with 

updates provided on Project progress, timelines and 

activities each time.  

2023 Common Grazing Committees Project land agents were appointed in 2023 to 

strengthen relationships with local landowners. 

Dedicated sessions were held to introduce the Project 

and provide opportunity for questions from members of 

Common Grazing Committees. Targeted engagement 

has been carried out with each of the 10 Common 

Grazing Committees to discuss site investigation and 

survey activities. 

2023 Community and voluntary sector The CLO reached out to local groups to introduce the 

Project and provide updates. The Project also supported 

several local organisations through sponsorships and 

donations, as highlighted in the Summer 2023 newsletter 

(see Appendix F – Spiorad na Mara Summer 2023 

Newsletter).  

2023-

2025 

Community Councils in 

Airidhantuim, Ness / Nis, Breasclete 

/ Breascleit, Carloway / Càrlabhagh, 

Project updates have been shared with the community 

councils via the Project mailing list. Members of the 

Project attended community council monthly meetings 
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Year Stakeholder Engagement 

Shawbost / Siabost, Bernera / 

Beàrnaraigh, Uig, and Stornoway / 

Steòrnabhagh. 

in 2024 and 2025, during which a Project update 

presentation was given, followed by an opportunity for 

the community council members to ask questions.  

2023-

2025 

• NatureScot 

• SEPA 

• Historic Environment Scotland 

• CnES 

• RSPB Scotland 

• Western Isles District Salmon 

Fisheries Board 

Engagement with the various stakeholders was 

undertaken regarding the validation of baseline data, 

survey design, EIA approach and Embedded Mitigation 

where relevant. 

2023 SSEN Regular meetings to provide Project updates with 

overlapping developer to facilitate co-operative working 

2024 SEPA Direct request for feedback on the area of search for the 

cable Landfall and substation options. Additional 

discussions surrounding cable route design and 

substation options in relation to peat management and 

handling. 

2024 RSPB Scotland Meeting held to discuss the Onshore Project design and 

mitigation measures. Further consultation was 

undertaken relating to Landfall selection process and 

overhead versus underground cables. 

2024 Historic Environment Scotland Discussions relating to the Landfall selection process.  

2024 University of Highlands and Islands 

– Gaelic Department 

Meeting to discuss how the Project can best incorporate 

Gaelic language into materials appropriately.  

2024 CnES 

NatureScot 

Meeting held to discuss and agree the viewpoints for the 

photography for the EIA. 

2024 CnES Ward (6,7,9,10) Councillors  

NatureScot 

Meetings held to provide a Project update and get 

feedback on proposed public consultation plans. 

2024 NatureScot 

MD-LOT 

Engagement to agree the HRA Screening Approach. 

2024 Fisheries Management Scotland 

(FMS) 

The Project responded to FMS on their stakeholder 

comments on the HRA Screening. 

2024 Community Community drop-in sessions from June 2024 to April 

2025 discussing a range of topics covering both onshore 

and offshore elements of the Project.  
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5.3 OUTREACH AND COMMUNICATIONS 

5.3.1.1 The Project website is regularly updated with news and announcements, including the 

commencement of offshore and onshore surveys, ground investigation works, and other early-

stage activities. It has also become the primary repository for publicly available Project 

documentation—such as links to the EIA Scoping Report and consultation materials—ensuring that 

all relevant and up-to-date information is easily accessible in one place. Similar to the Project 

website, regular information and updates are shared on the Project’s LinkedIn5 page, which was 

launched in January 2024, with the aim to broaden the reach of communications and engagement. 

5.3.1.2 When the EIA Scoping Report was submitted, a press release6 was issued to all local media, as well 

as to relevant national and trade media, making them aware of the publication and including a link 

to where it could be found. An information sheet, explaining the purpose and content of the EIA 

Scoping Report as well as the next steps in the process, was also added to the Project website for 

the benefit of the local community and wider stakeholders. Additionally, an email was sent to 

relevant stakeholders – including community, industry, political and regulatory stakeholders – 

making them aware of the submission of the EIA Scoping Report and its purpose. A link to where 

the EIA Scoping Report could be found was also included, as well as contact details for relevant 

Project team members, should any questions arise, or further information be needed.  

5.3.1.3 In 2023, the Project began sharing email updates via the Project mailing list with stakeholders in its 

database on key updates and milestones on the Project. The mailing list is open for anyone to sign 

up to via the Project website. 

5.3.1.4 In 2024, the Project team started to work closely with a local Gaelic media company on the Isle of 

Lewis / Eilean Leòdhais to ensure that initiatives and Project materials used Gaelic as widely as 

possible. 

5.3.1.5 This multi-channel approach to outreach, combining digital platforms, written communications, 

and direct engagement, aimed to build on the ongoing approach of transparent, proactive and 

inclusive dialogue with stakeholders as the Project continued to progress. 

 

5 The Project’s LinkedIn page can be accessed here: https://www.linkedin.com/company/spiorad-na-mara.  

6 The press release can be accessed here: https://northlandpowerscotwind.co.uk/press-release-scoping-report-issued-

and-capacity-update-at-spiorad-na-mara-offshore-wind-farm/.  

https://www.linkedin.com/company/spiorad-na-mara
https://northlandpowerscotwind.co.uk/press-release-scoping-report-issued-and-capacity-update-at-spiorad-na-mara-offshore-wind-farm/
https://northlandpowerscotwind.co.uk/press-release-scoping-report-issued-and-capacity-update-at-spiorad-na-mara-offshore-wind-farm/
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6 PHASE 1 CONSULTATION (PC1) 

6.1 OVERVIEW 

6.1.1.1 The first phase of formal public consultation undertaken as part of the PAC process for the Project 

(PC1), took place in 2024. PC1 formed a key component of a broader programme of consultation 

activities designed to support the ongoing refinement of the Project’s design and the preparation 

of its EIAR. 

6.1.1.2 PC1 was structured to ensure that local communities across the Isle of Lewis / Eilean Leòdhais had 

multiple opportunities to engage meaningfully with the Project team, learn about the emerging 

Project Design proposals, and provide feedback. A series of face-to-face events were held at 

accessible locations across the Isle of Lewis / Eilean Leòdhais, with the aim of maximising 

participation and ensuring geographic coverage. These events were complemented by a virtual 

exhibition, which allowed those unable to attend in person to access the same information and 

submit their views digitally. In addition to the formal PC1 in-person public exhibition events, the 

Project team also held information clinics (small group meetings) and one-to-one discussions with 

interested individuals, community representatives, and local organisations.  

6.1.1.3 PC1 focused on sharing initial Project plans and gathering feedback on key aspects such as the 

proposed offshore and onshore infrastructure, environmental considerations, and potential 

community benefits. The input received during this phase played an important role in shaping the 

approach to Project Design and assessment, ensuring that local knowledge and concerns were 

taken into account, alongside technical and environmental requirements. 

6.2 PC1 CONSULTATION ACTIVITIES 

6.2.1 PC1 IN-PERSON PUBLIC EXHIBITION EVENTS 

6.2.1.1 As part of PC1, a series of in-person public exhibition events were held across the Isle of Lewis / 

Eilean Leòdhais in late September and early October 2024. These events formed the foundation of 

the Project’s consultation approach, offering a direct and accessible way for local communities to 

engage with the Project team, ask questions and share feedback. 

6.2.1.2 There were 7 exhibition events which took place between Tuesday 24 September-Thursday 

3 October 2024, at a range of community venues selected for their accessibility and geographic 

spread (see Table 6-1). In line with PAC requirements, each venue was carefully chosen to ensure it 

was suitably accessible to all members of the public. This included considerations such as step-free 

access, proximity to public transport routes, and availability of parking. The venues were chosen to 

ensure that the closest communities were prioritised.  All venues are well-utilised community 

venues with which local people are familiar. The aim was to remove as many barriers to 
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participation as possible, ensuring that everyone—regardless of physical ability or location—had 

the opportunity to attend and engage meaningfully with the Project team. 

6.2.1.3 At the events, visitors were able to explore a wide array of materials, including display boards, 

maps, photomontages, and printed brochures that mirrored the content of the virtual exhibition. A 

3D interactive visualisation model was also available, offering a dynamic view of the indicative array 

layout options and onshore infrastructure. These resources helped attendees understand the scale, 

layout, and potential impacts of the Project in a clear and accessible way. All materials and visuals 

made available at the events are included in Appendix H - PC1 Consultation Materials. 

6.2.1.4 Members of the Project team, representing a range of disciplines, from environmental assessment 

to engineering and community engagement, were present at each event. The team engaged with 

attendees, answered questions, explained technical details, and discussed many topics such as 

visual Impact, marine biodiversity, land use, and community benefit initiatives.  

6.2.1.5 To ensure that feedback could be captured effectively, attendees were invited to complete a PC1 

feedback form on-site or take them home with pre-paid return envelopes. The printed consultation 

brochures, which featured the same detailed information about the Project that was accessible 

through the virtual exhibition, were provided for attendees to take home and/or share with 

neighbours or family members who could not attend in person. These can be viewed in Appendix 

H - PC1 Consultation Materials. 

6.2.1.6 A total of 322 people participated in the 7 events, reflecting strong local interest and engagement 

in the Project’s early-stage proposals. 

Table 6-1 PC1 Locations and Dates 

Location Date Time No. of 

attendees 

Clan MacQuarrie Centre Tuesday 24 September 2024 3pm – 8pm   30 

Barvas and Brue Community 

Centre 

Wednesday 25 September 2024 3pm – 8pm   61 

Shawbost Old School Hall Thursday 26 September 2024 3pm – 8pm   66 

Stornoway Town Hall Monday 30 September 2024 3pm – 8pm   78 

Carloway Community Centre Tuesday 1 October 2024 3pm – 8pm   35 

Uig Community Centre Wednesday 2 October 2024 3pm – 8pm   32 

Great Bernera Community Centre Thursday 3 October 2024 3pm – 8pm   20 

6.2.2 PC1 VIRTUAL EXHIBITION 

6.2.2.1 To complement the PC1 in-person public exhibition events, Spiorad na Mara launched an 

interactive PC1 virtual exhibition through its dedicated website. This digital platform was designed 
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to enhance accessibility and allow community members to explore the Project at their own pace, 

from any location. 

6.2.2.2 The PC1 virtual exhibition was live for a full month, from 23 September to 23 October 2024, and 

featured a wide range of content covering both onshore and offshore aspects of the proposed 

Project. Visitors could navigate through themed sections that explained key elements of the 

Project, including the proposed Project Design, Landfall options, EIA, SIA, supply chain 

opportunities, Project timelines and the Project's approach to community benefits and engagement 

(see Plate 6-1).  

6.2.2.3 Visual materials played a central role in the online experience. Detailed maps illustrated potential 

locations for infrastructure, while photomontages showcased two indicative offshore array layouts, 

helping users visualise how the development might appear from various key viewpoints on the 

island. 

6.2.2.4 The PC1 virtual exhibition attracted 1,265 visits during its open period. Among the most popular 

features were the photomontages, which drew the highest levels of engagement. To encourage 

two-way communication, the PC1 virtual exhibition included the PC1 feedback form and contact 

options, enabling users to share their views, ask questions, and contribute to the consultation 

process.  

Plate 6-1 PC1 Virtual Exhibition 
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6.2.3 PC1 INFORMATION CLINICS 

6.2.3.1 Following the PC1 public events, a series of 5 information clinics were held to offer more 

personalised, one-to-one engagement opportunities (see Table 6-2). These small-scale sessions 

allowed individuals or small groups to speak directly with Project team members, ask detailed 

questions, and explore topics of personal interest. A total of 13 people attended, with discussions 

covering a range of subjects. Where immediate answers weren’t available, the Project team 

followed up with responses after the events. 

Table 6-2 PC1 Information Clinics Locations and Dates 2024 

Location Date Time 

An Lanntair Friday 4 October 2024 4pm – 8pm  

Cabarfeidh Hotel Saturday 5 October 2024 10am – 2pm  

Raebhat House, Horshader Monday 7 October 2024 5pm – 9pm  

Breasclete Community Centre Tuesday 8 October 2024 9am – 1pm 

Spòrsnis Wednesday 9 October 2024 1pm – 5pm  

6.2.4 COMMON GRAZING DROP-IN SESSIONS 

6.2.4.1 Recognising the importance of Common Grazing Committees as key stakeholders, ahead of PC1, 

the Project land agents scheduled 5 drop-in sessions over a 2-week period. The informal sessions 

offered Project updates and information on the progress of the proposed onshore infrastructure, as 

well as an opportunity to address any questions or concerns that any members may have. 

6.2.4.2 The specific engagement for the Common Grazing Committees took place in local venues in 

Stornoway / Steòrnabhagh and Barvas / Barabhas or Barbhas, between 3-12 September 2024 (see  

6.2.4.3 Table 6-3) allowing all members to attend at a time that best suited individuals. The Common 

Grazings Committees in attendance included: 

• Holm; 

• Lower Barvas and Barvas Park; 

• Coll; 

• Brue; 

• Melbost and Branahuie; 

• New Valley Laxdale; 

• Upper Shader and Ballantrushal; 

• Laxdale, Guershader and Laxdale Lane. 
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Table 6-3 Common Grazings Drop-in Sessions Locations and Dates 

Location Date Time 

Cabarfeidh Hotel Tuesday 3 September 2024 11am – 7pm  

Barvas & Brue Community Centre Wednesday 4 September 2024 11am – 7pm 

Cabarfeidh Hotel Tuesday 10 September 2024 11am – 7pm 

Barvas & Brue Community Centre Wednesday 11 September 2024 11am – 7pm 

Cabarfeidh Hotel Thursday 12 September 2024 11am – 7pm 

6.2.4.4 The Project land agents engaged with the clerk of each Common Grazing inviting them and their 

members to the drop-in sessions. They also provided the clerks with a letter to circulate to their 

members, which included details of the drop-in sessions and contact details for the land agents to 

allow for the submission of comments. 

6.2.5 PC1 FISHERIES BRIEFINGS 

6.2.5.1 Although fisheries stakeholders are primarily concerned with the Offshore Project, consultation 

during PC1 covered the whole Project. Dedicated PC1 fisheries briefings and meetings with national 

and local fishing representatives were held in September 2024, during the PC1 events, to present 

the Project and discuss potential impacts.  

6.2.6 PC1 STAKEHOLDER BRIEFINGS 

6.2.6.1 In the week leading up to the PC1 events, the Applicant held 2 advance briefing sessions with 

community stakeholders who had previously engaged with the Project and who had expressed a 

desire to be kept up to date with Project events. These sessions aimed to raise awareness of the 

upcoming consultation activities, explain what they would involve, and encourage wider 

community participation through local networks. A total of 57 people attended the briefings, which 

took place in Borve / Borgh and Stornoway / Steòrnabhagh on 19  September 2024. 

6.2.6.2 On 17 September 2024, a dedicated briefing was held with the Member Officer Working Group for 

Energy of CnES. Hosted in the council chamber in Stornoway / Steòrnabhagh, the session was open 

to all local councillors, with some attending in person and others joining remotely. The purpose 

was to ensure elected members were well-informed about the consultation process and equipped 

to share information with their constituents. 
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6.3 PC1 FEEDBACK 

6.3.1 PC1 FEEDBACK MECHANISMS, COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS 

6.3.1.1 To ensure broad and inclusive community engagement, feedback was collected in both online and 

hard copy form. The hard copies of the PC1 feedback form were made available at the in-person 

public exhibition events and from the Project office, while the online version could be accessed 

within the PC1 virtual exhibition on the Project website. The PC1 feedback form covered a range of 

topics including onshore and offshore elements, environmental considerations, community 

benefits, and employment opportunities, with space for open-ended comments. Project team 

members were present at events to assist attendees and to record verbal feedback from those who 

preferred to share their views in conversation. 

6.3.1.2 Across the 7 PC1 in-person public exhibition events, 5 PC1 information clinics, PC1 stakeholder 

briefings and PC1 fisheries briefings, a total of 397 people participated in person. The PC1 virtual 

exhibition, hosted for 1 month, received 1,265 visits. In total, 275 pieces of feedback were collected 

through various channels: 135 hardcopy forms, 55 online submissions, 8 emails, 2 handwritten 

notes, and 67 verbal contributions recorded by the team during events. Lastly, meeting minutes 

were also recorded during the information clinics (5 in total) and the fisheries consultation sessions 

(3 in total). 

6.3.1.3 All feedback was logged into a central database and anonymised where requested. It was then 

categorised into themes and sub-themes to identify common concerns, suggestions, and areas of 

support. This structured analysis enabled the Project team to understand the feedback and 

community priorities in detail. 

6.3.1.4 The Project’s Stakeholder Engagement and Community team led the initial review, highlighting key 

themes and identifying short-term actions. These findings were shared with the wider Project team, 

including specialists in consents, engineering, environmental, procurement, and commercial 

planning, as well as those working on the EIA and SIA. A dedicated workshop brought together all 

discipline leads to explore the feedback in depth, ensuring that nuanced perspectives were fully 

considered. This was followed by a series of focused internal meetings on specific topics which 

allowed community input to shape the evolving Project plans. The final updated Project plans were 

then prepared to be presented at PC2 in June 2025 (see Section 7). 

6.3.2 PC1 FEEDBACK SUMMARY 

6.3.2.1 Following the collection and analysis of the feedback received from the public as part of the PC1 

consultation activities, the ‘Phase 1 Public Consultation: Summary Report’ (see Appendix I - PC1 

Summary Report) was published and shared on the Project’s website. The PC1 Summary Report 

was also shared on social media and emailed to the 515 individuals and organisations on the 
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Project mailing list, which contains names and contact details for those who expressed a desire to 

be kept informed of the Project’s development.  

6.3.2.2 The questions in the feedback form used for PC1 were split into 10 topics including: 

1. General Opinion; 

2. Offshore Elements; 

3. Onshore Elements; 

4. Landfall; 

5. EIA; 

6. Economic Benefits; 

7. Community Engagement; 

8. Community Benefit; 

9. Additional Comments; 

10. This Consultation. 

6.3.2.3 All feedback received was analysed and summarised by themes, which then formed the structure 

for the ‘PC1 Responses to Feedback’ booklet (see Appendix J - Responses to Feedback from 

PC1). Table 6-4 summarises the topics raised and the Applicant’s responses from the 'Responses 

to Feedback from PC1’ booklet. The feedback and responses to feedback informed activities and 

areas to be addressed for PC2. 
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Table 6-4 Summary of Responses to Feedback Specific to the Onshore Project and Whole Project Topics from PC1   

What we heard from your feedback How we have taken this into consideration 

Onshore Infrastructure 

Concern about substation size, scale, and 

location 

Substations sited to reduce visual and cultural Impact; colour and noise assessments included in EIA; visuals 

available. Further details of the assessment are provided in Chapter 9: Landscape and Visual Impact 

Assessment, Volume 2, Chapter 11: Onshore Archaeology and Cultural Heritage, Volume 2, Chapter 15: 

Airborne Noise and Vibration, Volume 2 and Appendix A9.3: Colour Study, Volume 4 of the Onshore EIAR. 

Preference for Landfall Site 2B and 

request for clearer visuals 

Landfall Site 2B confirmed; visualisations from key viewpoints provided. 

Further details of the assessment are provided in Chapter 9: Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, 

Volume 2 of the Onshore EIAR. 

Suggestions for underground cabling and 

industrial siting 

Cables to be buried along A857; temporary haul road planned; Grid Substation in vicinity of Creed Industrial 

Park. 

Further details of the assessment are provided in Chapter 3: Project Description, Volume 2 and Chapter 12: 

Traffic and Access, Volume 2 of the Onshore EIAR. 

Noise 

Queries on infrasound and health 

Impacts 

No infrasound assessment planned; current studies show no adverse health Effects. 

Further details of the assessment are provided in Chapter 15: Airborne Noise and Vibration, Volume 2 of the 

Onshore EIAR.  

Queries on construction noise 

management 

Construction Environmental Management Plans (CEMPs) will guide noise control; community engagement will 

inform residents. 

Further details of the assessment are provided in Appendix A15.3: Construction Noise and Vibration 

Assessment, Volume 4 and Appendix A15.4: Construction Traffic Noise Assessment, Volume 4 of the 

Onshore EIAR.  
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What we heard from your feedback How we have taken this into consideration 

Construction 

Concern about traffic and emergency 

access 

No full road closures; haul and access roads planned; coordination with emergency services. 

Further details of the assessment are provided in Chapter 12: Traffic and Access, Volume 2 and Chapter 18: 

Human Health, Volume 2 of the Onshore EIAR. 

Concern about road conditions and long-

term improvements 

Roads used for construction will be restored; new access roads built and maintained. 

Further details of the assessment are provided in Chapter 12: Traffic and Access, Volume 2 of the Onshore 

EIAR. 

Concern about worker influx and 

accommodation 

Workforce details pending; engagement with housing agencies underway to manage Impacts. 

Further details of the assessment are provided in Chapter 6: Socio-Economics, Volume 2 of the Onshore EIAR. 

Onshore Environment 

Concern about peat disturbance and 

carbon release 

Peatland surveys conducted; design to minimise disturbance; carbon balance considered in EIA. 

Further details of the assessment are provided in Chapter 8: Greenhouse Gases, Volume 2, Chapter 13: Peat 

Geology, soils and Contaminated Land, Volume 2 and Chapter 14: Hydrology and Hydrogeology, Volume 

2 of the Onshore EIAR. 

Concern about biodiversity and habitat 

loss 

Ecological surveys completed; mitigation measures planned; biodiversity net gain considered. 

Further details of the assessment are provided in Chapter 10: Onshore Ecology and Ornithology, Volume 2 of 

the Onshore EIAR. 

Concern about cultural heritage Impacts Cultural heritage assessments included in EIA; design to avoid significant sites. 

Further details of the assessment are provided in Chapter 11: Onshore Archaeology and Cultural Heritage, 

Volume 2 of the Onshore EIAR. 

Human, Social and Culture (Economic Benefit, Supply Chain, Jobs etc.) 

Request for local economic benefits and 

job creation 

Project may generate 750–1,000 temporary and 80–120 permanent jobs. Focus on local employment, training, 

and business readiness. 

Further details of the assessment are provided in Chapter 6: Socio-Economics, Volume 2 of the Onshore EIAR. 
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What we heard from your feedback How we have taken this into consideration 

Need for transparency in supply chain 

ethics 

Procurement will follow legal and ethical standards; supplier selection is pending and will align with Northland 

Power’s policies and Spiorad na Mara Project Governance. 

Concern about housing availability and 

social Impact. 

Workforce details are not finalised; engagement with housing agencies is underway to manage accommodation 

needs. 

Further details of the assessment are provided in Chapter 6: Socio-Economics, Volume 2 of the Onshore EIAR. 

Call for local training and career 

development 

Project supports apprenticeships, STEM outreach, and scholarships to build long-term local workforce capacity. 

Further details of the assessment are provided in Chapter 6: Socio-Economics, Volume 2 of the Onshore EIAR. 

Community Benefits and Issues 

Calls for community ownership and local 

benefits 

Project prioritises local spending and supports community ownership discussions; proposes community benefit 

fund for the operational lifetime of the Project. 

Concern about cultural Impacts and 

tourism 

Project supports Gaelic heritage and tourism, includes sponsorships and infrastructure support; Impacts 

assessed in EIA; 

Further details of the assessment are provided in Chapter 6: Socio-Economics, Volume 2 of the Onshore EIAR. 

Concern about economic strain and 

infrastructure 

Infrastructure Impacts assessed in EIA; collaboration with local forums; study shows minimal property value 

Impact. 

Further details of the assessment are provided in Chapter 6: Socio-Economics, Volume 2 and Chapter 12: 

Traffic and Access, Volume 2 of the Onshore EIAR. 

Lack of trust in consultation process Project partners committed to extensive public engagement beyond requirements; ongoing community liaison 

and events. 

Further details of the process are provided in Appendix A5.2: Stakeholder Consultation and Engagement, 

Volume 4 of the Onshore EIAR.  

Suggestions for community engagement 

and infrastructure 

Project offers scholarships, donations, and infrastructure supports; further benefits explored through 

independent consultation. 
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6.4 AWARENESS-RAISING AND MAXIMISING PARTICIPATION 

6.4.1.1 As outlined above, a key aim of PC1 was to ensure the consultation events and information was 

accessible, informative, and inclusive, encouraging broad participation across communities. Public 

exhibition venues were chosen for their geographic spread, accessibility and familiarity to local 

residents. Alternative venues were used for information clinics, offering flexible appointment times, 

including evenings and weekends, to accommodate different schedules. To maximise engagement, 

the PC1 virtual exhibition remained open for a month, and feedback forms were accepted for 

slightly longer. Pre-paid envelopes were provided for convenience, and community members could 

contact the team directly for accessibility support. 

6.4.1.2 Equally important to ensuring accessibility to information was the effort to raise awareness of the 

consultation activities and provide communities with sufficient notice to participate in the 

consultation process. A wide range of communication tools, platforms, and outreach methods were 

used to inform the public and encourage engagement. These included both digital and traditional 

channels, tailored to reach different segments of the community effectively. The aim was to ensure 

that as many people as possible were aware of the opportunities to participate. A full breakdown of 

the communication methods used is provided in Table 6-5 and copies of each can be found in 

Appendix K - PC1 Methods of Engagement and Awareness-Raising.  

Table 6-5: PC1 Methods of Engagement and Awareness-Raising 

Engagement Methods 

Mail Drops Over 11,000 leaflets were distributed via Royal Mail from 26 

August 2024 to all HS1 and HS2 postcode areas. The leaflets 

provided details about the PC1 consultation events and how to 

participate. This was a key outreach method to ensure 

widespread community awareness. 

Newspaper/News Site Advertisements Adverts were placed in local newspapers ahead of PC1 to share 

event details and invite public feedback. This included 

statutory notices for both offshore and onshore developments. 

Adverts appeared in The Press & Journal on 13 August 

2024, Stornoway Gazette on 15 August 2024 and 5 September 

2024, and Fios on 6 September 2024. Using trusted local 

publications helped ensure the information reached a wide 

local audience. 

Press Releases Issued on 16 September 2024 ahead of PC1 to local and 

regional media outlets, including Stornoway Gazette, We Love 

Stornoway, Fios, Hebrides News, BBC Stornoway, Western 

Highlands Free Press, CnES, and various community newsletters 



 

Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works Supporting Document 6.9: Onshore PAC Report, Volume 6  Page 37 

May 2026 

Engagement Methods 

(e.g. Carloway / Càrlabhagh, Uig, Breasclete / Breascleit, 

Fuaran). 

Mailshots Many stakeholders requested to be added to the Project 

mailing list to stay informed about Project updates. Between 

July and September 2024, 5 mailshots were issued, including 1 

sent just before PC1. This final update provided key details 

about the consultation process and upcoming activities, 

helping to ensure stakeholders were well-prepared to engage. 

Website The Spiorad na Mara website serves as a central platform for 

transparent and inclusive stakeholder engagement. During 

PC1, it featured a dedicated public consultation page hosting 

the virtual exhibition, downloadable materials, event details, 

and contact information. 

LinkedIn Page The Spiorad na Mara LinkedIn page is used to share regular 

updates, Project milestones, and educational content. In the 

lead-up to and during PC1, posts promoted the consultation 

events and encouraged feedback, helping to maintain visibility 

and engagement with a wider professional audience. 
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7 PHASE 2 CONSULTATION (PC2) 

7.1 PC2 OVERVIEW 

7.1.1.1 The second phase of formal public consultation, PC2, as part of the PAC process for the Project 

took place in June 2025, marking another significant milestone in the Project’s development and 

engagement journey. PC2 built on the previous PC1 events and allowed further refinement of the 

Project’s design and the preparation of its EIARs.  

7.1.1.2 PC2 followed a similar structure to PC1 to ensure that local communities across the Isle of Lewis / 

Eilean Leòdhais could revisit the Project Design and learn how the feedback they provided in PC1 

informed the development process. A second series of face-to-face events was held at accessible 

locations across the Isle of Lewis / Eilean Leòdhais. This allowed for optimum participation and 

ensured wide geographic coverage. These events were complemented by an updated virtual 

exhibition (see Section 7.2.2), which allowed those unable to attend in person to access the same 

information and submit their views digitally. In addition to the formal PC2 in-person public 

exhibition events, the Project team also offered additional information clinic appointment; small 

group meetings and one-to-one discussions with interested individuals, community 

representatives, and local organisations.  

7.1.1.3 This second phase of consultation focused on sharing updated Project plans and detailing how 

feedback received during PC1 was used to inform these updated proposals, including specific 

changes made to the design parameters. A leaflet summarising the updates to the Project 

parameters and Project benefits was made available as part of the PC2 consultation materials (see 

Section 7.2.1 and Appendix L - PC2 Consultation Materials). Further feedback was gathered on 

key aspects such as the proposed offshore and onshore infrastructure, environmental 

considerations, and potential community benefits. The input received during this phase played an 

ongoing role in shaping the approach to Project Design and assessment, ensuring that the local 

knowledge and concerns that were received in PC1 could be seen and reviewed by participants and 

further feedback could be gathered on the updated Project Design proposals. Feedback received 

during PC2 is presented in further detail in Appendix M - PC2 Summary Report. 

7.2 PC2 CONSULTATION ACTIVITIES 

7.2.1 PC2 IN-PERSON PUBLIC EXHIBITION EVENTS 

7.2.1.1 As part of PC2, 5 in-person public exhibition events were held across the Isle of Lewis / Eilean 

Leòdhais in June 2025. The events held were a key part of the public consultation process which 

offered a second informative and interactive opportunity for the community to engage with the 

Project team, ask questions and share feedback.  
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7.2.1.2 A total of 150 people attended the PC2 in-person public exhibition events which took place 

between Monday 2 June and Thursday 5 June 2025 at a variety of community venues (see Table 

7-1). 4 of the 5 venues used had also been used during PC1, the exception being the Cabarfeidh 

Hotel in Stornoway / Steòrnabhagh, which was used instead of Stornoway / Steòrnabhagh Town 

Hall (due to unavailability on the consultation dates). All venues, including the Cabarfeidh Hotel, are 

familiar to the community and accessible, with ample parking. 

Table 7-1 PC2 Locations and Dates 

Public Consultation 2 Location Date Time Number of 

attendees 

Cabarfeidh Hotel, Stornoway / 

Steòrnabhagh 

Monday 2 June 2025 3pm - 7pm 31 

Clan MacQuarrie Centre Tuesday 3 June 2025 12pm-2pm 20 

Barvas and Brue Community Hall Tuesday 3 June 2025 4pm - 7pm 36 

Shawbost Old School Hall Wednesday 4 June 2025 3pm - 7pm 37 

Uig Community Hall Thursday 5 June 2025 3pm - 7pm 26 

7.2.1.3 At the PC2 events, information about the Project’s purpose and potential benefits, updated 

proposals for the offshore and onshore elements, updates on environmental assessment work, 

Responses to Feedback from PC1 and recently announced benefits were shared through a variety 

of formats, including: 

• Display boards; 

• Map booklets; 

• Photomontages (including night-time photomontages of the array layout options); 

• Interactive 3D visualisation computer model – which allowed attendees to view the indicative 

Project Design from anywhere on the island; 

• Information brochures – which included a printed version of the virtual exhibition boards; 

• Updated Project parameters and benefits factsheets; 

• ‘Responses to Feedback from PC1’ booklet. 

7.2.1.4 All materials and visuals made available at the events are included in Appendix L - PC2 

Consultation Materials; the ‘Responses to Feedback from PC1’ booklet is included in Appendix J 

- Responses to Feedback from PC1. 

7.2.1.5 Similar to PC1, members of the Project team with a range of expertise from environmental 

assessment to engineering and community engagement were present at each event. This allowed 

the attendees to follow up with many of the same team members and discuss a range of topics and 

technical details such as visual Impact, biodiversity, land use and community initiatives.  

7.2.1.6 Attendees could complete the PC2 feedback form at the events and submit them at the feedback 

stations, or they could take the PC2 feedback form and pre-paid envelopes away to complete and 
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post in their own time. This also allowed people to take forms away for friends or family members 

who could not attend the events themselves. In the same manner, attendees were provided with 

various materials such as information brochures, updated Project parameters and benefits 

factsheets, as well as the 'Responses to Feedback from PC1’ booklet, all of which were available for 

them to take away and distribute to others if they wished. 

7.2.2 PC2 VIRTUAL EXHIBITION 

7.2.2.1 An updated interactive PC2 virtual exhibition was hosted on the Spiorad na Mara website to 

provide an online platform for community engagement (see Plate 7-1). This ran alongside the in-

person public exhibition events but remained open for 1 month between 2 June and 2 July 2025. 

The PC2 virtual exhibition featured all the same updated materials that were shared and available 

at the PC2 in-person public exhibition events.  

7.2.2.2 The PC2 virtual exhibition attracted 1,223 visitors in total over the course of the month, with the 

most visited section being the photomontages. To ensure the PC2 virtual exhibition provided the 

opportunity for public input, an online version of the PC2 feedback form was integrated into the 

exhibition, allowing visitors to complete it either at the end of the virtual tour of the exhibition 

room or at a later time if preferred. The online PC2 feedback form was also downloadable and 

could be returned by email or printed and returned as a hard copy. 

Plate 7-1 PC2 Virtual Exhibition 
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7.2.3 PC2 INFORMATION CLINICS 

7.2.3.1 PC2 information clinics were dedicated sessions available to members of the public, offering one-

to-one or small group meetings with Project team members by appointment. These sessions were 

offered following the PC2 in-person public exhibition events, with the Project team available to 

meet for a total of 15 hours between Monday 9 June and Friday 13 June 2025. The PC2 information 

clinic dates and times (see Table 7-2) were advertised in public materials and on the Project 

website, highlighting that the team were flexible to accommodate specific time requests to suit 

community members. 

7.2.3.2 In total, 2 people booked and attended the PC2 information clinic appointments, in which a range 

of topics were discussed. The venues for the PC2 information clinics were chosen to accommodate 

the preferences of the participants. Of the 2 individuals who attended, 1 clinic was conducted at the 

Project office in Stornoway / Steòrnabhagh, while the other took place at An Lanntair in Stornoway 

/ Steòrnabhagh. 

Table 7-2 PC2 Information Clinic Dates and Time  

Date Time 

Monday 9 June 2025 9am - 12pm 

Tuesday 10 June 2025 3pm – 6pm 

Wednesday 11 June 2025 12pm – 3pm  

Thursday 12 June 2025 6pm – 9pm 

Friday 13 June 2025 9am - 12pm 

7.2.4 PC2 STAKEHOLDER BRIEFINGS 

7.2.4.1 Prior to the commencement of PC2 events, the Applicant held 2 PC2 stakeholder briefing sessions 

with community stakeholders who had expressed a desire to be kept up to date with Project 

events. Similar to the PC1 stakeholder briefings, these sessions aimed to raise awareness of the 

upcoming consultation activities and explain the new information which would be shared through 

PC2, to encourage a wide range of residents and community members to participate or re-engage 

in the consultation process. A total of 25 people attended the 2 sessions, 1 of which was held in 

Borve / Borgh and the other in Stornoway / Steòrnabhagh, on 28 May 2025. 

7.2.4.2 On 29 May 2025, a briefing was held with the Member Office Working Group for Energy of CnES. 

All local councillors were invited to attend the hybrid briefing which was held in the council 

chamber in Stornoway / Steòrnabhagh. Attendees joined both in-person and online. 
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7.3 PC2 FEEDBACK 

7.3.1 PC2 FEEDBACK MECHANISMS, COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS 

7.3.1.1 PC2 feedback was collected using both online and hard-copy forms. Hard copies of the PC2 

feedback form were available to the public at the in-person public exhibition events and from the 

Project office. The online version of the PC2 feedback form could be accessed through the PC2 

virtual exhibition hosted on the Project website. The PC2 feedback form included space for open-

ended comments on topics including onshore and offshore elements, EIA, community benefits, 

supply chain and jobs, and additional comments. The Applicant and Project team contact details 

were included in the feedback section of consultation materials, including phone numbers, 

individual and Project email addresses and the Stornoway / Steòrnabhagh office address, allowing 

feedback to be shared with the Project team through various channels depending on a person’s 

preference. Project team members present at the in-person public exhibition events were available 

to assist attendees with filling out a PC2 feedback form and also recorded relevant verbal feedback 

from those who shared their views in conversation. 

7.3.1.2 In total, 304 pieces of feedback were collected through various channels including: 

• 248 online PC2 feedback forms through the PC2 virtual exhibition; 

• 12 hard-copy PC2 feedback forms submitted at the PC2 in-person public exhibition events; 

• 33 hard-copy PC2 feedback forms posted to the Project office; 

• 1 PC2 feedback form submitted via email; 

• 2 feedback notes recorded from PC2 information clinics; 

• 8 feedback notes recorded by the Project team members through discussions at in the PC2 in-

person public exhibition events. 

7.3.1.3 After the virtual consultation room for PC2 closed and the deadline for feedback submission was 

reached, both on 2 July 2025, all feedback received was collated into a survey database via 

Tractivity7 which was anonymised where requested. Each PC2 feedback form was analysed and the 

feedback received was categorised into themes and sub-themes. This allowed the Project team to 

clearly identify common concerns, themes that were consistent through each consultation phase, 

and themes, suggestions and statements of support new to PC2.  

7.3.1.4 The review process of PC1 feedback as outlined in Section 6.3.1 was repeated for PC2. This allowed 

the Project team to better understand the communities’ priorities and conduct a further review of 

the overall proposed Project plans prior to submission of the consent applications. 

 

7 Stakeholder engagement and management platform: https://www.tractivity.co.uk/  

https://www.tractivity.co.uk/
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7.3.2 PC2 FEEDBACK SUMMARY 

7.3.2.1 Following the collection and analysis of the feedback received from the public as part of PC2 

consultation activities, the ‘Phase 2 Public Consultation: Summary Report’ (see Appendix M - PC2 

Summary Report) was published and shared on the Project’s website.  The PC2 Summary Report 

was also shared on the Project’s LinkedIn page and emailed via the Project mailing list to 690 

individuals and organisations whose emails are held on the Project database, based on an 

expressed desire to be kept informed of the Project’s development.  

7.3.2.2 All feedback received was analysed and summarised by themes, which then formed the structure 

for the 'Responses to Feedback from PC2’ booklet (see Appendix N - Responses to Feedback 

from PC2). Table 7-3 summarises the key comments and concerns received according to question 

and category.



 

Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works Supporting Document 6.9: Onshore PAC Report, Volume 6       Page 44 

May 2026 

Table 7-3 Summary of Responses to Feedback Specific to the Onshore Project and Whole Project Topics from PC2 

What we heard from your feedback How we have taken this into consideration 

Onshore Infrastructure 

Some respondents raised concerns about the location of 

the Landfall Substation north of Upper Barvas / Barabhas 

or Barbhas 

The proposed Landfall Substation location is as far as possible from Barvas / Barabhas or 

Barbhas Cemetery within the onshore Landfall area.  

Options to further reduce the visibility of the Landfall Substation will be considered; however, 

due to the nature of the local landscape, blending the buildings more with their surroundings 

may not be possible. The Project is also looking at painting colours and techniques that will 

help the infrastructure blend into the surroundings.  

Disproportionate scale of the Grid Substation The Grid Substation is proposed to be located at a site which lies northwest of Loch Cnoc 

a’Choilich. As described above for the Landfall Substation, a colour study will be completed to 

assess how the potential visual Impact of the Grid Substation may be reduced. 

Concern about potential health Impacts from lighting and 

noise during construction and Operations and 

Maintenance (O&M) of the Landfall Substation, Grid 

Substation and Onshore Cables 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Potential human health impacts are considered in Chapter 18: Human Health, Volume 2 of 

the Onshore EIAR. Further details on the assessment of potential health Impacts associated 

with lighting and noise from the Landfall Substation and Grid Substation are provided in 

Chapter 9: Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, Volume 2 and Chapter 15: Airborne 

Noise and Vibration, Volume 2 of the Onshore EIAR. 

Lighting of the Landfall Substation and Grid Substation will be carefully planned to ensure 

safety and minimise Impact.   

There is no conclusive evidence that high-voltage cables cause health problems, however 

further details are provided in Chapter 18: Human Health, Volume 2 of the Onshore EIAR. 
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What we heard from your feedback How we have taken this into consideration 

Concern about potential fire risks at substations If the Project receives all required consent approvals, there will be ongoing close engagement 

with the local emergency services to ensure good communication and understanding is in 

place between all relevant parties. Emergency response plans, Fire prevention and suppression 

systems will be in place on site, and an emergency response plan will be in place as well as 

protocols detailed in the CEMP.  

Concern around the potential Impacts from the 

construction of the Onshore Cable 

The proposed Onshore Cable Corridor has been carefully refined to avoid deep, high-quality 

peat and particularly sensitive machair habitats, where possible, by staying close to the Barvas / 

Barabhas or Barbhas Moor Road (A857).  

In order to minimise the disruption to traffic during construction, a temporary haul road will be 

installed adjacent to the main road, which will be used by construction vehicles. No full closure 

of the A857 will be required at any time when works are taking place. 

Calls for greater clarity on technical aspects of the Onshore 

Cable 

The Onshore Cable will be laid in a trench approximately 0.8 m below the surface. Once the 

cable is laid, the trench will be backfilled, ensuring the cable is both stable and protected.  

Operations and Maintenance (O&M) 

General support for the preferred O&M base located at 

Stornoway Port 

The Project is committed to working with local support agencies to create awareness of 

opportunities that will arise during the Project and to support the training and 

upskilling/reskilling of a local workforce. In addition, the Project has appointed a full-time Local 

Supply Chain and Skills Development Officer to develop relationships with and support local 

businesses to help them to position themselves to compete for contracts on the Project. Note: 

The O&M base does not form part of this application, it will be the subject of a separate planning 

application at a later date. 

Concern around offshore working and safety 

considerations 

Maintenance will only be carried out when safe to do so, in accordance with offshore Health 

and Safety Executive (HSE) standards and guidance. Also, all contractors carrying out work on 
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What we heard from your feedback How we have taken this into consideration 

the Project will be required to prepare health and safety plans and to carry out all necessary 

risk assessments before commencing new activities. 

Calls for more clarity on maintenance activities Activities associated with the offshore O&M phase of the Project have been considered in both 

the Onshore EIAR and Offshore EIAR and will be reported on as part of the supporting 

documentation.  

Calls for more clarity on post-construction monitoring The Project will be required to comply with all conditions associated with its consents. This may 

include ongoing or periodic monitoring during construction and operational phases of the 

Project. 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

Concern around potential Impacts to birds and the 

location of the Array Area overlapping migratory and 

foraging routes 

An assessment of the potential Impacts to birds from the Onshore Project is included within 

Chapter 10: Onshore Ecology and Ornithology, Volume 2 of the Onshore EIAR. 

Concern around potential pollution Many pollution prevention design principles have been adopted as part of the mitigation 

embedded into the design, such as the inclusion of buffer distances between the Onshore 

Project and watercourses wherever possible. 

General support for renewable energy projects This feedback is noted and aligns with the overall objectives of the Project, including to 

support the Scottish Government targets of 50% renewable energy by 2030. 

Concern about the potential visual impacts at cultural sites, 

west coast cemeteries and beaches 

Within the proposed Landfall area, the Project has proposed to locate the Landfall Substation 

as far as possible from the Barvas / Barabhas or Barbhas Cemetery and will consider options to 

further reduce visibility where possible. This is covered in Chapter 9: Landscape and Visual 

Impact Assessment, Volume 2, Chapter 11: Onshore Archaeology and Cultural Heritage, 

Volume 2, and Chapter 17: Land Use, Tourism and Recreation, Volume 2 of the Onshore 

EIAR.  
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What we heard from your feedback How we have taken this into consideration 

Concern about the potential property devaluation Several studies have been conducted to assess the potential Impact of onshore wind turbines 

on house pricing; however, there are limited studies in relation to offshore wind turbines. 

Concern about the Outer Hebrides depopulation issues We anticipate that the Project could bring benefits to the Isle of Lewis / Eilean Leòdhais 

through local job and supply chain opportunities, skills development and community 

initiatives, with the potential to help retain local people by creating long-term job 

opportunities. 

Concern about the potential human health Impacts from 

noise and visual Impacts 

The potential impacts of the Project on human health are assessed in Chapter 18: Human 

Health, Volume 2 of the Onshore EIAR. 

Potential visual and noise Impacts are assessed in Chapter 9: Landscape and Visual Impact 

Assessment, Volume 2 and Chapter 15: Airborne Noise and Vibration, Volume 2 of the 

Onshore EIAR.  

The importance of Gaelic culture and heritage must be 

considered 

The potential Impacts to culture and heritage – including the Gaelic language – are fully 

assessed within Chapter 6: Socio-Economics, Volume 2 of the Onshore EIAR. 

Separately, we are committed to supporting Gaelic language and culture activities through 

Project initiatives such as sponsorship and donations and other programmes.  

Concern about the potential increased pressure on local 

infrastructure and services 

It is important to note that the majority of the workforce required for offshore construction 

activities is expected to be offshore most of the time, meaning that potential impact to 

accommodation and local services should be reduced. The Project remains committed to 

working collaboratively with other developers and in conjunction with CnES and HIE, through 

the Major Developments Forum, to help minimise pressures on local infrastructure. These 

concerns are addressed within Chapter 6: Socio-Economics, Volume 2 of the Onshore EIAR.  

Community Engagement 
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What we heard from your feedback How we have taken this into consideration 

Recognition of community engagement efforts This feedback is welcome and appreciated. We have worked hard to broaden and deepen our 

engagement, including the range of engagement and consultation opportunities we provide, 

over the last 18 months and will continue to work on this further as the Project progresses. 

Mixed views on the consultation materials and 

visualisations 

We have worked hard to make our consultation materials extensive yet accessible for the 

community. 

It is not possible, at this stage, to provide precise details of what all aspects of the Project will 

look like should it go ahead. All of our materials are developed in accordance with statutory 

requirements and in line with best practice engagement and consultation standards. Specialists 

with extensive expertise in this area of work have been engaged to advise on and oversee the 

development of these materials.  

Calls for community-led discussions Providing a range of consultation opportunities is important in gathering wide-ranging views 

and feedback. The Project has done this at every stage and has dedicated team members 

(including a full-time island-based CLO) working on an ongoing basis on community 

engagement and consultation.  

Need for more advertisement of the public consultation The public consultations were widely advertised through local channels and details were 

published through the Project website, circulated directly to everyone on our emailing list and 

promoted on our LinkedIn page. Following feedback received from PC2, the Project has also 

incorporated posters into its advertisement process, placing these in local retail venues, and 

has improved signage. 

Community Benefits 

West Coast Community Benefit Fund Aquatera Ltd. was appointed to carry out an independent consultation process earlier this year, 

to gather views on how the fund should be set up, administered and used. The 

recommendations arising from this report are being considered and next steps will be 

progressed in 2026.  
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What we heard from your feedback How we have taken this into consideration 

Cycleway/Multi-use path These comments have been considered and an update on the cycleway/multi-use path was 

shared during the Final OTW Consultation at the end of November 2025. 

Call for more benefits that can improve the local 

communities 

As the Project progresses, we will continue to explore opportunities to bring benefits to local 

communities. The outputs from the Aquatera Ltd. independent community benefit 

consultation report will be considered in this regard. 

In terms of community ownership, this is something we have had initial discussions with Eilean 

Siar Energy about and these discussions will continue. 
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7.4 PC2 AWARENESS-RAISING AND MAXIMISING PARTICIPATION 

7.4.1.1 As outlined in Section 7.2.1, all but one of the in-person public exhibition events for PC2 were held 

in the same venues as PC1, and these were selected based on familiarity and accessibility for the 

local communities. Flexible timings and venues were offered to public members who attended the 

information clinics.  As with PC1, the PC2 virtual exhibition remained open for 1 month allowing 

people to read all materials multiple times if wished and to provide feedback. Similar to PC1, during 

PC2 free stamped envelopes were made available at the in-person public exhibition events to 

facilitate posting hardcopy PC2 feedback forms. 

7.4.1.2 Several methods were used to advertise PC2 and raise awareness in the community of the events. 

Table 7-4 below summarises all the methods of engagement carried out by the Project to 

advertise PC2. These can be viewed in Appendix O - PC2 Methods of Engagement and 

Awareness-Raising. 

Table 7-4 PC2 Methods of Engagement and Awareness-Raising 

Engagement Methods 

Mail Drops Over 11,000 leaflets were distributed via Royal Mail from 28 April 

2025 to residential and business addresses within HS1 and HS2 

postcode areas. The leaflets provided details about the PC2 

consultation events and how to participate. 

Newspaper/News Site 

Advertisements 

Adverts were placed in local newspapers ahead of PC2 to share 

event details and invite public feedback. This included statutory 

public notices for both offshore and onshore developments. The 

public notices were placed in the Stornoway Gazette on the 17 April 

2025 (relating to the offshore elements) and 22 May 2025 (relating 

to the onshore elements). Several adverts for the consultation events 

were published including: 

• Stornoway Gazette on 15, 22 and 29 May 2025; 

• Fios on 16 and 20 May 2025; 

• We Love Stornoway from 15 May - 5 June 2025. 

Press Releases Issued on 27 May 2025 ahead of PC2 to local and regional media 

outlets, including Stornoway Gazette, We Love Stornoway, Fios, 

Hebrides News, BBC Stornoway, Western Highlands Free Press, CnES, 

and various community newsletters (e.g. Carloway / Càrlabhagh, Uig, 

Breasclete / Breascleit, Fuaran and Bernera / Beàrnaraigh). 

Mailshots Many stakeholders requested to be added to a mailing list to stay 

informed about Project updates. On 2 June 2025 a mailshot was sent 
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Engagement Methods 

to all announcing the commencement of PC2 with details of the in-

person public exhibition events and a link to the virtual exhibition. 

Website The Spiorad na Mara website continued to serve as a central 

platform for access to up-to-date, trustworthy Project information 

and engagement. During PC2, it featured a dedicated public 

consultation page hosting the virtual exhibition, downloadable 

materials, event details, and contact information. 

LinkedIn Page The Spiorad na Mara LinkedIn page is utilised to share news and 

regular updates, project milestones, and educational content. In the 

lead-up to and during public consultation, posts promoted the 

consultation events and encouraged feedback, helping to maintain 

visibility and engagement with a wider professional audience. 
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8 OTW SPECIFIC CONSULTATION 

8.1 PROJECT CONSULTATION AND ENGAGEMENT FOLLOWING PC2 

8.1.1 OVERVIEW 

8.1.1.1 Further public consultation events specific to the Onshore Project were held following the 

conclusion of PC2. The OTW specific consultation included one-off meetings with key stakeholders 

on specific topics such as peat management, as well as 2 Onshore Project-specific periods of public 

consultation: the UGSC - addressing the newly proposed location of the Grid Substation and 

associated infrastructure (see Section 8.2), and the other serving as the final consultation on the 

Onshore Project (Final OTW Consultation) (see Section 8.3). These events built on feedback 

received from PC1 and PC2 and enabled further refinement of the Project Design Envelope and 

preparation of the Onshore EIAR. The consultations included in-person public exhibition events in 

Stornoway / Steòrnabhagh for the Grid Substation consultation, as this is the community likely to 

be most affected by those works, and in Stornoway / Steòrnabhagh, Barvas / Barabhas or Barbhas 

and Borve / Borgh for the Final OTW Consultation. For both consultations, the in-person public 

exhibition events were complemented by online materials posted on the Project website to ensure 

all stakeholders had access to the relevant onshore information and the opportunity to provide 

feedback.  

8.1.1.2 The UGSC was held due to the design change to the Grid Substation location following the 

submission of SSEN’s application to develop the Lewis Hub. The Final OTW Consultation was held 

in line with the requirements under the Town and Country Planning (Development Management 

Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013, due to the new PoAN issued on 16 April 2025 (see 

Appendix A - Proposal of Application Notices). The Town and Country Planning (Development 

Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013 require 2 PAC events to be held covering the 

onshore aspects of the Project. The Final OTW Consultation ensured that the Project meets this 

requirement following the submission of the new PoAN which resulted in the ‘first event’ being 

held during PC2 and the ‘second event’ being held during the Final OTW Consultation. The 

Applicant has gone above and beyond the legal requirements by holding a series of events over 

several days, at multiple locations, and by also undertaking PC1 and the UGSC.  

8.1.2 STAKEHOLDER MEETINGS AND CONSULTATION 

8.1.2.1  A summary of additional engagement undertaken outwith the PAC requirements after the EIA 

Scoping Consultation Phase (as described in Section 5) is provided in Table 8-1. 



 

Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works Supporting Document 6.9: Onshore PAC Report, Volume 6 Page 53 

May 2026 

Table 8-1 Project Engagement Undertaken after the EIA Scoping Consultation Phase outwith the PAC Requirements 

Year Stakeholder Engagement 

2025 SEPA Meetings to discuss Cable Route Design, Handling, and 

Development Design and Peat Management Strategy. 

2025 Stornoway Wind Farm Ongoing regular updates to facilitate co-operative 

working arrangements.  

2025 CnES  Meeting to discuss the Grid Substation relocation, 

Onshore Ground Investigation works, construction Traffic 

Management Plan, cycleway/multi-use path, potential 

impacts on roads and re-routing of bin lorries during 

construction. 

2025 Historic Environment 

Scotland 

Correspondence regarding the Study Area and Scope of 

Assessment for the Onshore Archaeology and Cultural 

Heritage impact assessment. Discussion relating to the 

Grid Substation relocation. 

2025 Western Isles District Salmon 

Fisheries Board 

Discussions regarding watercourses. 

2025 NatureScot and SEPA Meetings focused on the proposed peat re-use strategy 

related to the Onshore Project 

2025 Lochside Arena Trustees Online meetings with members of Lochside Arena to 

discuss potential concerns regarding proximity of new 

Grid Substation location to the local equestrian facility. 

2025 –2026 NATS Discussions surrounding Grid Substation location and 

potential influence of infrastructure with radar system at 

Stornoway Airport.  

8.1.3 OUTREACH AND COMMUNICATIONS 

8.1.3.1 A range of communication tools, platforms, and outreach methods were used to inform the public 

and encourage participation. These included both digital and traditional channels, tailored to 

effectively reach different segments of the community. Communication methods included mail 

drops, advertisements in newspapers and on news websites, posters within the local area, press 

releases, and website updates. 

8.1.3.2 The Project website continues to be regularly updated with news and announcements and acts as 

the main communication channel for all publicly available Project documents, including the 

Onshore EIAR and this supporting Onshore PAC Report.  
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8.1.3.3 The Project continues to share key updates via the Project mailing list open to any stakeholders 

with legitimate interest in the Project or who have previously signed up either via the Project 

website, through consultations or by contacting the Project team to be added. 

8.1.3.4 The Project’s community engagement team continue to support engagement with the local 

community and wider stakeholders, including being available to meet with them and respond to 

queries. 

8.2 UPDATED GRID SUBSTATION CONSULTATION (UGSC) 

8.2.1 UGSC OVERVIEW 

8.2.1.1 Following a change to the initial proposed location for the Grid Substation, further public 

consultation events were held to share details of, and seek feedback on, a revised location for the 

Grid Substation and associated infrastructure. The UGSC took place in September-October 2025 

and was key to the further development of the Onshore Project plans. 

8.2.1.2 The UGSC was structured to be more specific and smaller in scale to the previous PC1 and PC2 

consultations, with a focus only on the Grid Substation and its associated infrastructure. 2 in-person 

public exhibition events were held in Stornoway / Steòrnabhagh, with the aim to prioritise the 

closest communities to where the new proposed location would be. To maximise participation and 

ensure access for those unable to attend the in-person public exhibition events, all materials were 

shared on the Project website including an online feedback form through which people could 

submit their feedback digitally.  

8.2.2 UGSC CONSULTATION ACTIVITIES 

UGSC In-person public exhibition events 

8.2.2.1 As part of the UGSC, 2 in-person public exhibition events were held in Stornoway / Steòrnabhagh. 

The events held were a key part of the UGSC process which offered a localised, informative and 

interactive opportunity for the community to engage with the Project team, ask questions and 

share feedback.  

8.2.2.2 A total of 32 people attended the 2 UGSC public exhibition events which took place on Tuesday 30 

September and Wednesday 1 October 2025 in a local hotel, the Caladh Inn (see Table 8-2), which 

is familiar to the community, is accessible and has ample parking. 
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Table 8-2 UGSC Locations and Dates 

UGSC Location Date Time Number of 

attendees 

Caladh Inn, Stornoway Tuesday 30 September 2025 12pm-3pm 10 

Caladh Inn, Stornoway Wednesday 1 October 2025 5pm-8pm 22 

 

8.2.2.3 At the UGSC events, information about the Project’s revised proposals for the Grid Substation and 

associated infrastructure was shared through a variety of formats, including: 

• Display boards; 

• Map booklets; 

• UGSC information brochures – which included more detail to accompany the display boards. 

8.2.2.4 All materials made available at the events are included in Appendix P - UGSC Consultation 

Materials. 

8.2.2.5 As with previous public consultation events (PC1 and PC2), members of the Project team with a 

range of expertise from environmental assessment to engineering and community engagement 

were present at each event. This allowed attendees to engage with Project team members who 

lead the onshore aspects of the Project as well discuss any community-related topics.   

8.2.2.6 Attendees could complete the UGSC feedback forms at the in-person public exhibition events and 

submit them at the feedback stations, or they could take the UGSC feedback forms and pre-paid 

envelopes away to complete and post in their own time. This also allowed people to take forms 

away for friends or family members who could not attend the in-person public exhibition events 

themselves. In the same manner, attendees were provided with the UGSC information brochures 

which were available for them to take away and distribute to others if they wished. 

UGSC Online materials 

8.2.2.7 As the UGSC was a smaller scale consultation to PC1 and PC2 with a focused aim of sharing the 

revised proposals for the Grid Substation location, all consultation materials were made available 

on the Project website, including a link to the online feedback form, but there was no full virtual 

exhibition room. 

8.2.2.8 The online materials remained available on the website throughout the 2-week consultation period 

to allow participants to review the information when convenient. 
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8.2.3 UGSC FEEDBACK 

UGSC Feedback Mechanisms, Collection and Analysis 

8.2.3.1 UGSC feedback was collected using both online and hard-copy forms. Hard copies of the UGSC 

feedback form were available to the public at the in-person public exhibition events and from the 

Project office in Stornoway / Steòrnabhagh. The online version of the UGSC feedback form could be 

accessed through the UGSC section of the Project website. The UGSC feedback form included 

space for open-ended comments on the revised proposals for the preferred alternative Grid 

Substation location and associated Onshore Cable Corridor, important factors to be considered for 

the siting of the Grid Substation and additional comments. The Applicant and Project contact 

details were included on the UGSC feedback form, including the Project email address and the 

Stornoway / Steòrnabhagh office address, allowing feedback to be shared with the Project team 

through various channels depending on a person’s preference. Project team members present at 

the in-person public exhibition events were available to assist attendees with filling out a UGSC 

feedback form and recorded relevant verbal feedback from those who shared their views in 

conversation. 

8.2.3.2 In total, 49 pieces of feedback were collected through various channels including: 

• 42 online UGSC feedback forms through the online feedback link on the Project website; 

• 1 hard-copy UGSC feedback form submitted at the UGSC in-person public exhibition events; 

• 2 hard-copy UGSC feedback forms posted/handed into to the Project office; 

• 1 UGSC feedback form submitted via email; 

• 3 feedback notes recorded by the Project team members through discussions at in the UGSC 

in-person public exhibition events. 

8.2.3.3 After the closing date of the UGSC and the deadline for feedback of the 14 October 2025, all 

feedback received was collated into a survey database via Tractivity which was anonymised where 

requested. Each UGSC feedback form was analysed and the feedback received was categorised into 

themes and sub-themes. As with the previous consultations, this allowed the Project team to clearly 

identify common concerns, themes that were consistent through each consultation phase, and 

themes and suggestions new to the revised proposals.  

8.2.3.4 The review process of PC1 and PC2 feedback as outlined in Section 6.3.1 and Section 7.3.1 was 

repeated for UGSC. This allowed the Project team to better understand the communities’ priorities 

and conduct a further review of the revised Grid Substation proposals prior to the final OTW 

Consultation and submission of the Onshore Application. 

UGSC Feedback Summary 

8.2.3.5 All feedback received was analysed and summarised by themes, which then formed the structure 

for the 'Responses to Feedback from UGSC’ booklet (see Appendix Q - Responses to Feedback 
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from UGSC). Table 8-3 summarises the key comments and concerns received according to 

question and category.
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Table 8-3 Summary of Responses to Feedback from UGSC 

What we heard from your feedback How we have taken this into consideration 

Q1. What are your views on the preferred alternative grid substation location and associated cable route corridor, as presented in the information materials? 

Concerns about potential impacts to peatland Outline Soil and Peat Management Plan, Outline Onshore CEMP and Outline Biodiversity Restoration 

and Enhancement Plan have been submitted as part of the Onshore EIAR which will each be 

developed into a comprehensive plan in agreement with relevant stakeholders prior to construction. 

Concern about potential pollution of nearby 

watercourses, particularly the River Creed 

Potential impacts to relevant watercourses and to freshwater fish habitats have been assessed within 

Chapter 10: Onshore Ecology and Ornithology, Volume 2, of the Onshore EIAR. A buffer zone has 

been implemented into the Project proposals between the River Creed and Loch Cnoc a’Choilich to 

prevent potential run-off and pollution, and a significant amount of peat probing has been 

completed in the area of the Grid Substation. Revised design of the Grid Substation reflects the area 

of shallowest peat, minimising disturbance to deeper peat and reducing the risk of pollution 

incidents. All work in the vicinity of watercourses will be managed through the CEMP and best 

practice environmental monitoring and auditing. The Outline Onshore CEMP has been submitted as 

part of the Onshore EIAR. 

Concern about the scale of the Grid Substation and 

new roads 

The Grid Substation location remains near existing infrastructure and the Lewis Hub and still within 

the Project’s red line boundary. The Grid Substation’s overall footprint is almost unchanged from the 

initial proposed plans shared during PC2, with minor layout adjustments. Access roads into the Grid 

Substation will be designed to avoid areas of historic peatland restoration. Plans include flexibility to 

reduce size and height before construction and retain potential for shared use with the Lochside 

Arena and SSEN’s future works. 

Q2. What factors do you feel are most important as we progress our plans for the siting of this part of the proposed project? 

All factors were felt to be important but the most 

selected response was ‘Avoiding environmentally 

Feedback reaffirmed the factors prioritised by the Project when considering revised locations for the 

Grid Substation. Construction impacts will be managed carefully through the CEMP and visual impact 
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What we heard from your feedback How we have taken this into consideration 

sensitive features/habitats’. Other factors raised 

included water contamination risk, health and safety 

risk, and cultural identity. 

has been assessed in Chapter 9: Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, Volume 2 of the 

Onshore EIAR. Appropriate health and safety procedures will be in place throughout construction 

and operation. A full assessment of the Grid Substation on the setting of nearby Scheduled 

Monuments has been included within Chapter 11: Onshore Archaeology and Cultural Heritage, 

Volume 2 of the Onshore EIAR. 

Q3. Please provide any additional comments you wish to make about this aspect of the Project. 

Highlighted previous pollution incident as a result of 

other works in the area 

Aware of previous incident and has been considered as part of the onshore EIA process. Variety of 

construction management plans will be in place at the time of construction and best practice 

construction methods will be implemented to minimise the risk of pollution incidents. Local 

engagement will continue to be an important part of the Project during the construction phase 

ensuring community input such as site-specific local knowledge, where relevant, is used to inform 

construction methodology in sensitive locations. 

Importance of the Lewis Chemical Works Site The local history of the area was considered when selecting the preferred Grid Substation location, 

and ongoing community engagement with relevant local stakeholders will inform any peat 

restoration and management in the area to ensure this important site is not negatively impacted. 
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8.2.4 UGSC AWARENESS-RAISING AND MAXIMISING PARTICIPATION 

8.2.4.1 As outlined in Section 8.2.1, in-person public exhibition events for UGSC were held in the Caladh 

Inn, Stornoway / Steòrnabhagh. This venue was selected based on familiarity and accessibility for 

the local communities. The online materials and feedback form remained available on the Project 

website for 2 weeks allowing people to read all materials multiple times if they wished and to 

provide feedback. Similar to PC1 and PC2, free stamped addressed envelopes were made available 

at the in-person public exhibition events to facilitate posting hard-copy UGSC feedback forms. 

8.2.4.2 Several methods were used to advertise UGSC and raise awareness in the nearest communities to 

the UGSC in-person public exhibition events. Table 8-4 summarises all the methods of 

engagement carried out by the Project to advertise UGSC. These can be viewed in Appendix R - 

UGSC Methods of Engagement and Awareness-Raising. 

Table 8-4 UGSC Methods of Engagement and Awareness-Raising 

Engagement Methods 

Newspaper/News Site 

Advertisements 

Adverts were placed in local newspapers ahead of UGSC to share 

event details and invite public feedback. This included statutory 

public notices for the Onshore Project. The public notice was placed 

in the Stornoway Gazette on the 18 September 2025. Several adverts 

for the consultation events were published including: 

• Stornoway Gazette on 18 September 2025 and 25 September 

2025; 

• Fios on 19 September 2025; 

• We Love Stornoway from 9 September-30 September 2025. 

Press Releases Issued on 9 September 2025 ahead of UGSC to local and regional 

media outlets, including Stornoway Gazette, We Love Stornoway, Fios, 

Hebrides News, BBC Stornoway, Western Highlands Free Press, CnES, 

and various community newsletters (e.g. Carloway / Càrlabhagh, Uig, 

Breasclete / Breascleit, Fuaran and Bernera / Beàrnaraigh). 

Mailshots Many stakeholders requested to be added to a mailing list to stay 

informed about Project updates. On 23 September 2025 a mailshot 

was sent to all sharing the details of the upcoming UGSC, including 

details of the in-person public exhibition events and a link to the 

Project website which hosted the online materials. It also described 

the process and options for providing feedback. 

Website The Spiorad na Mara website continued to serve as a central 

platform for access to up-to-date, trustworthy Project information 

and engagement. During UGSC, it hosted a dedicated public 
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Engagement Methods 

consultation page with all the downloadable consultation materials, 

event details, online feedback link and contact information. 

LinkedIn Page The Spiorad na Mara LinkedIn page is utilised to share news and 

regular updates, project milestones, and educational content. In the 

lead-up to and during public consultation, posts promoted the 

consultation events and encouraged feedback, helping to maintain 

visibility and engagement with a wider professional audience. 

8.3 FINAL OTW CONSULTATION 

8.3.1 FINAL OTW CONSULTATION OVERVIEW 

8.3.1.1 The Final OTW Consultation was held to share details of, and seek feedback on, the Onshore 

Project proposals prior to submitting the Onshore Application. In line with the Town and Country 

Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013, the Final OTW 

Consultation was held as the ‘second event’ (with PC2 being the ‘first event’) in line with the new 

PoAN approval issued by CnES in May 2025. The Final OTW Consultation therefore ensured the 

Project consulted in full compliance with Regulation 7 (2a) (see Table 2-1).  

8.3.1.2 The Final OTW Consultation took place in November-December 2025 and was key in sharing 

responses to feedback received from previous public consultations prior to the submission of the 

Onshore Application. The Final OTW Consultation was structured to share all final proposals for the 

Onshore Project as well as focus on sharing the Project’s responses to all feedback received from 

PC2 and the UGSC. In-person public exhibition events were held in Stornoway / Steòrnabhagh, 

Borve / Borgh and Barvas / Barabhas or Barbhas, with the aim to reflect the geographical spread of 

the Onshore Project and prioritise those communities closest to where the Onshore Project would 

be. To maximise participation and ensure those unable to attend the in-person public exhibition 

events, all materials were shared on the Project website including an online feedback form for 

people to view and to submit their feedback digitally.  

8.3.2 FINAL OTW CONSULTATION ACTIVITIES 

Final OTW Consultation In-person public exhibition events 

8.3.2.1 As part of the Final OTW Consultation, 3 in-person public exhibition events were held in suitable 

venues across the Isle of Lewis / Eilean Leòdhais, in November and December 2025. The events held 

were a key part of the Final OTW Consultation process offering a several informative and interactive 

opportunities for the community to engage with the Project team, ask questions and share 

feedback.  
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8.3.2.2 A total of 59 people attended the 3 Final OTW Consultation public exhibition events which took 

place between Monday 24 November and Tuesday 25 November 2025 in various community 

venues (see Table 8-5). All venues are familiar to the community, with the event in Stornoway / 

Steòrnabhagh and Barvas / Barabhas or Barbhas being held in the same locations as previous 

consultations held by the Project. All venues were suitably accessible for members of the public, 

with ample parking.   

Table 8-5 Final OTW Consultation Locations and Dates 

Final OTW Consultation Locations Date Time Number of 

attendees 

Caladh Inn, Stornoway Monday 24 November 2025 4pm-8pm 31 

Borve House Hotel Tuesday 25 November 2025 12pm-3pm 5 

Barvas and Brue Community Hall Tuesday 25 November 2025 5pm-8pm 23 

8.3.2.3 At the Final OTW Consultation events, information about the overall Onshore Project as well as 

Project responses to feedback received during PC2 and UGSC, was shared through a variety of 

formats, including: 

• Display boards; 

• Map booklets; 

• Final OTW Consultation information brochures – which included more detail to accompany the 

display boards; 

• Photomontages; 

• Interactive 3D visualisation computer model – which allowed attendees to view the indicative 

Onshore Project design from anywhere on the island; 

• Responses to Feedback from PC2 booklet; 

• Responses to Feedback from UGSC booklet; 

• UGSC information brochure (see Appendix P - UGSC Consultation Materials). 

8.3.2.4 All materials and visuals made available at the events are included in Appendix S - Final OTW 

Consultation Materials, the ‘Responses to Feedback from PC2’ booklet is included in Appendix N 

- Responses to Feedback from PC2 and the ‘Responses to Feedback from UGSC’ booklet is 

included in Appendix Q - Responses to Feedback from UGSC. 

8.3.2.5 As with all previous public consultations held by the Project, members of the Project team with a 

range of expertise from environmental assessment to engineering and community engagement 

were present at each event. The core team leading the Onshore Application were available to 

ensure discussions and queries around the Onshore Project could be addressed. 

8.3.2.6 Attendees could complete the Final OTW Consultation feedback forms at the events and submit 

them at the feedback stations, or they could take the feedback forms and pre-paid envelopes away 

to complete and post in their own time. This also allowed people to take forms away for friends or 
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family members who could not attend the events themselves. As this was the final consultation to 

be held prior to submission of the Onshore Application, for completeness, all information 

brochures and ‘responses to feedback’ documents from previous consultation were made available 

at these events and were available for people to take away and distribute to others if they wished. 

Final OTW Consultation Online materials 

8.3.2.7 All materials from the in-person public exhibition events were made available in a dedicated public 

consultation section of the Project website to allow anyone to view the consultation materials and 

provide online feedback when convenient for them. The online materials and online feedback link 

remained available for a full month from 24 November 2025-24 December 2025, similar to PC1 and 

PC2. 

Final OTW Information Clinics 

8.3.2.8 The Project made dedicated information clinic appointments available to members of the public, 

offering one-to-one or small group meetings, either online or in-person, with Project team 

members to discuss specific aspects of the Onshore Project. These sessions took place following 

the Final OTW Consultation in-person public exhibition events, with the Project team available to 

meet for a total of 9 hours between Tuesday 2 December-Thursday 4 December 2025. The Final 

OTW Consultation information clinic dates and times (see Table 8-6) were advertised in public 

materials and on the Project website, highlighting that the team were flexible to accommodate 

specific time requests to suit community members. No appointments were made for these clinics.  

Table 8-6 Final OTW Consultation Information Clinic Dates and Times 

Final OTW Consultation 

Information Clinic 

Date Time 

Venues were to be chosen to suit 

preferences of those booking; no 

appointments were made.  

Tuesday 2 December 2025 9am - 12pm 

Wednesday 3 December 2025 12pm – 3pm 

Thursday 4 December 2025 6pm – 9pm  

8.3.3 FINAL OTW CONSULTATION FEEDBACK 

Final OTW Consultation Feedback Mechanisms, Collection and Analysis 

8.3.3.1 Final OTW Consultation feedback was collected using both online and hard-copy forms. Hard 

copies of the Final OTW Consultation feedback form were available to the public at the in-person 

public exhibition events and from the Project office in Stornoway / Steòrnabhagh. The online 

version of the Final OTW Consultation feedback form was available through the Final OTW 

Consultation section of the Project website, where it could be submitted online or downloaded to 

print and then sent as a hard-copy. The Final OTW Consultation feedback form included space for 

open-ended comments on the Grid Substation and associated infrastructure, Landfall Location and 

Landfall Substation, Onshore Cable Corridor, and additional comments. The Applicant and Project 
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contact details were included on the Final OTW Consultation feedback form, including the Project 

email address and the Stornoway / Steòrnabhagh office address, allowing feedback to be shared 

with the Project team through various channels depending on a person’s preference. Project team 

members present at the in-person public exhibition events were available to assist attendees with 

filling out a Final OTW Consultation feedback form and recorded relevant verbal feedback from 

those who shared their views in conversation. 

8.3.3.2 In total, 33 pieces of feedback were collected through various channels including: 

• 16 online Final OTW Consultation feedback forms through the online feedback link on the 

Project website; 

• 8 hard-copy Final OTW Consultation feedback forms submitted at the Final OTW Consultation 

in-person public exhibition events; 

• 1 hard-copy Final OTW Consultation feedback form handed into the Project office; 

• 8 feedback notes recorded by the Project team members through discussions at the Final OTW 

Consultation in-person public exhibition events. 

8.3.3.3 After the closing date of the Final OTW Consultation and the deadline for feedback of the 24 

December 2025, all feedback received was collated into a survey database via Tractivity which was 

anonymised where requested. Each Final OTW Consultation feedback form was analysed and the 

feedback received was categorised into themes and sub-themes. In line with all previous PAC 

consultations, this allowed the Project team to clearly identify any reoccurring or new concerns, 

general themes, statements of support and suggestions. 

8.3.3.4 This review process of the Final OTW Consultation feedback repeated the review process followed 

for PC1, PC2 and UGSC as outlined in Section 6.3.1, 7.3.1, and 8.2.3 respectively. This enabled the 

Project team to gain a clearer insight into the communities’ priorities and review them in relation 

with the Final OTW Consultation proposals prior to the submission of the Onshore Application. 

Final OTW Consultation Feedback Summary 

8.3.3.5 All feedback received was analysed and summarised by themes, which then formed the structure 

for the ’'Responses to Feedback from the Final OTW Consultation’ booklet (see Appendix T - 

Responses to Feedback from the Final OTW Consultation). Table 8-7 summarises the key 

comments and concerns received according to question and category.
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Table 8-7 Summary of Responses to Feedback from the Final OTW Consultation 

What we heard from your feedback How we have taken this into consideration 

Grid Substation and Associated Infrastructure 

Mixed responses of support and concern about the 

new preferred Grid Substation location 

The new preferred Grid Substation location remains within the same Project Boundary as presented 

during PC2 and this location remains in an area where there are other large buildings and proposed 

and consented developments. Overall footprint of Grid Substation is largely unchanged, now 60,800 

m2 compared to the previous 60,000 m2. The access road will be designed to retain potential for 

shared use with Lochside Arena and SSEN’s future works. 

Concerns about potential environmental impacts Grid Substation is located on the shallowest peat of all sites considered, resulting in less disturbance. 

Potential environmental impacts assessed within the Onshore EIAR, including potential impacts to 

peatland and birds which are assessed within Chapter 10: Onshore Ecology and Ornithology, 

Volume 2 and Chapter 13: Peat, Geology, Soils and Contaminated Land, Volume 2 of the Onshore 

EIAR. An Outline Biodiversity restoration and Enhancement Plan which focuses on offsite peatland 

restoration, machair habitat restoration, and hen harrier and corncrake habitat improvements. A full 

plan will be developed and agreed with stakeholders prior to construction and will be supplemented 

by a Bird Protection Plan and use of an Ecological Clerk of Works (ECoW) during construction. Other 

relevant plans submitted with the Onshore Application include the Outline Soils and Peat 

Management Plan and Outline Onshore CEMP. Continue to work with NatureScot and RSPB Scotland 

to develop appropriate mitigation and enhancement plans. 

Request for heritage-specific assessments Project continuing to work with NatureScot, HES and the Archaeology Service in CnES. Potential 

settings effects at locations onshore arising from onshore infrastructure/activities associated with the 

Project are assessed within Chapter 11: Onshore Archaeology and Cultural Heritage, Volume 2 of 

the Onshore EIAR. The assessment is informed by consultation with relevant stakeholders. 
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What we heard from your feedback How we have taken this into consideration 

Repeated concern about potential risk of pollution 

incidents near Loch Cnoc a’Choilich and River 

Creed 

The Project has embedded a buffer zone between the River Creed and Loch Cnoc a‘ Choilich into the 

design to prevent potential run-off and pollution. A significant amount of peat probing has been 

carried out in the area of the Grid Substation. The design of the Grid Substation will utilise the area of 

shallowest peat on the site, minimising disturbance to the deeper peat and reducing the risk of 

pollution incidents. All works within the vicinity of these watercourses will be managed through 

appropriate construction methodologies, the Onshore CEMP (which will include a Pollution Prevention 

Plan) and best practice environmental monitoring and auditing. 

Concern about the scale of the Grid Substation and 

potential impacts to Marybank residents 

The size of the Grid Substation is based on the equipment required to safely and efficiently connect to 

the grid. Avoiding residential areas was a key consideration in selecting the new location. The 

minimum distance from the closest residential property is more than 350m. Regarding traffic, 

Cumulative Effects with other proposed developments are assessed within Chapter 12: Traffic and 

Access, Volume 2 of the Onshore EIAR. An Outline Construction Traffic Management Plan has been 

submitted as part of the Onshore Application. 

Landfall Location and Landfall Substation 

Concerns about potential impacts to environmental 

and local archaeology 

Potential impacts to habitats, including machair habitat, will be included in Chapter 10: Onshore 

Ecology and Ornithology, Volume 2 of the Onshore EIAR. An Outline Biodiversity Restoration and 

Enhancement Plan has been submitted as part of the Onshore Application. The final Landfall 

Substation location was chosen within the Area of Search to avoid the most sensitive cultural heritage 

and archaeological features identified within the Barvas / Barabhas or Barbhas area. Potential impacts 

to the setting of nearby assets are assessed in Chapter 11: Onshore Archaeology and Cultural 

Heritage, Volume 2 within the Onshore EIAR. 

Concerns about the size of infrastructure and 

proposed location 

We intend to position the Landfall Substation sensitively to minimise visual impacts on Barvas / 

Barabhas or Barbhas cemetery and other receptors. A colour study has been undertaken to assess the 

proposed onshore substation locations (Landfall Substation and Grid Substation) to consider how the 
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What we heard from your feedback How we have taken this into consideration 

potential visual impacts may be reduced (see Appendix A9.3: Colour Study, Volume 4 of the 

Onshore EIAR). Of all Landfall locations considered, the chose location is most distant from local 

villages and residential areas. 

Onshore Cable Corridor 

Support for the proposed route and for using 

underground cables 

We welcome support and suggestions to minimise potential impact of Project construction traffic and 

prioritise safety. Construction traffic management will be implemented where required. More details 

are included in the Outline Construction Traffic Management Plan submitted with the Onshore EIAR 

which will be developed further prior to construction. During construction phase the Project will liaise 

closely with the local emergency services. 

Concern around the level of disruption and 

potential impacts to protected peatland 

Onshore Cable Corridor design avoids the deepest and highest ecological-quality peat areas. Being 

close to the A857 road, the route also avoids the high-quality areas of the designated Lewis Peatlands. 

Potential impacts to the Lewis Peatlands designated sites are assessed within Supporting Document 

6.3: Onshore RIAA, Volume 6 of the Onshore EIAR, submitted alongside the Onshore Application. 

Potential impacts on peat and carbon rich soils (peat disturbance, displacement or loss) and potential 

impact on peat stability are assessed within Chapter 13: Peat, Geology, Soils and Contaminated 

Land, Volume 2 of the Onshore EIAR. Potential impacts to habitats including peatlands will be 

assessed within Chapter 10: Onshore Ecology and Ornithology, Volume 2 of the Onshore EIAR. 

Flood risk and potential impacts to hydrology and hydrogeology will be assessed within Chapter 14: 

Hydrology and Hydrogeology, Volume 2 and associated appendices within the Onshore EIAR. 

Awaiting final cable route As the Project is using a PDE approach for the Onshore Application, some details such as the exact 

cable route are yet to be confirmed. The PDE approach allows for more flexibility to refine the Project 

proposals as a detailed design stage while ensuring the maximum parameters are assessed within the 

Onshore EIAR. 

EIA 
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What we heard from your feedback How we have taken this into consideration 

Concern about potential impacts to peat and from 

released contamination 

Potential impacts to peat are assessed within Chapter 13: Peat, Geology, Soils and Contaminated 

Land, Volume 2 of the Onshore EIAR. An Outline Peat Management Plan has been submitted as part 

of the Onshore Application which will be developed further prior to construction. Aware of some 

concern regarding the potential re-mobilisation of Caesium (Cs-137). This has been considered in 

Chapter 13: Peat, Geology, Soils and Contaminated Land, Volume 2 of the Onshore EIAR and 

subsequently scoped out of the assessment in line with a recent report from SEPA which concludes 

the potential resuspension of buried Cs-137 in Scottish peatlands does not pose a realistic risk to 

human health. 

Concern about potential impacts to birds Potential impacts to birds, including within the Ness / Nis and Barvas SPA, are assessed within 

Chapter 10: Onshore Ecology and Ornithology, Volume 2 of the Onshore EIAR and the Supporting 

Document 6.3: Onshore RIAA, Volume 6. Onshore Project specific bird surveys (breeding and 

wintering birds) have been completed as agreed with relevant consultees which informed the 

ornithology assessment within the Onshore EIAR. An Outline Bird Protection Plan and an Outline 

Biodiversity Restoration and Enhancement Plan have been submitted as part of the Onshore EIAR. 

Importance of local archaeology and cultural 

heritage 

We recognise the importance of archaeological features and the island’s cultural heritage. Potential 

impacts to archaeological and cultural heritage assets are assessed within Chapter 11: Onshore 

Archaeology and Cultural Heritage, Volume 2 of the Onshore EIAR. The Project will continue to 

consult with relevant stakeholders and welcome local knowledge from individuals and organisations. 

Community Benefit 

Supportive of the Project with funding into the 

correct benefits 

The Project will continue to explore opportunities to bring benefits to more local communities, 

including those on the east coast, aligned with local needs. The Project will continue to work with local 

organisations to ensure any benefits can be delivered effectively and equitably. Maintenance of the 

cycleway/multi-use path is a topic that is being discussed, and will continue to be, with CnES. 

Additional Comments 
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What we heard from your feedback How we have taken this into consideration 

Early thought into mitigation is essential to reduce 

impacts to protected sites 

The Onshore EIA assesses several potential impacts, including those on protected sites such as SPAs 

and Ramsar sites. Working with stakeholders and subject matter experts, the EIA identifies any 

potential significant impacts that are likely and considers appropriate Embedded or ‘Designed-in‘ 

Mitigation measures that can be put in place. The potential impacts to protected sites have been 

considered throughout the design process, from scoping to current design, and a comprehensive 

suite of mitigation measures are presented within the Outline Biodiversity Restoration and 

Enhancement Plan submitted as part of the Onshore EIAR.  

Opposition to more renewable projects in Scotland 

/ Alba 

While Scotland / Alba has made significant progress in renewable energy, continued development is 

key to meet both current and future needs. The Scottish Government has set ambitious targets, 

including achieving net zero emissions by 2045 and generating 50% of Scotland’s / Alba total energy 

consumption from renewable sources by 2030. The Project and other similar projects are key to 

delivering these goals, ensuring energy security, and supporting a just transition away from fossil 

fuels. Further investment in renewables strengthens Scotland’s / Alba position as a leader in clean 

energy innovation and creates long-term economic and employment benefits for communities across 

the country. 

Offers of collaboration and innovation 

opportunities 

We encourage local businesses to get in touch via the Supply Chain portal on our website. The Project 

is committed to collaborating with local businesses where possible. It is important to note that many 

opportunities available to local businesses will be through the main construction contractors. The 

potential development of future innovative energy solutions locally, such as hydrogen, are not the 

focus of the Project and therefore have not been assessed as part of the EIA process. The consultation 

and EIA assessment process is focused solely on this Project, though we will listen to local 

stakeholders and explore partnerships as needed. 



 

Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works Supporting Document 6.9: Onshore PAC Report, Volume 6       Page 70 

May 2026 

What we heard from your feedback How we have taken this into consideration 

Suggestion to have an independent role 

coordinating the multiple proposed developments 

The Project remains committed to working collaboratively with other developers and in conjunction 

with CnES and HIE, through the Major Developments Forum, to help minimise pressures on local 

infrastructure. The resourcing and coordination of this work is not a matter for the Project alone, but 

we participate actively in all discussions on these topics. 

 

 



 

Spiorad na Mara Onshore Transmission Works Supporting Document 6.9: Onshore PAC Report, Volume 6 Page 71 

May 2026 

8.3.4 FINAL OTW CONSULTATION AWARENESS-RAISING AND MAXIMISING PARTICIPATION 

8.3.4.1 As outlined in Section 8.3.1, in-person public exhibition events for the Final OTW Consultation were 

in venues selected based on familiarity and accessibility for the local communities. The online 

materials and Final OTW Consultation feedback form remained available on the Project website for 

1 month allowing people to read all materials multiple times if they wished and to provide 

feedback. Similar to all previous public consultations held by the Project, pre-paid envelopes were 

made available at the in-person public exhibition events to facilitate posting hard-copy Final OTW 

Consultation feedback forms. 

8.3.4.2 Several methods were used to advertise the Final OTW Consultation and raise awareness in the 

nearest communities to the events. Table 8-8 summarises all the methods of engagement carried 

out by the Project to advertise the Final OTW Consultation. These can be viewed in Appendix U - 

Final OTW Methods of Engagement and Awareness-Raising. 

Table 8-8 Final OTW Consultation Methods of Engagement and Awareness-Raising 

Engagement Methods 

Mail Drops Over 11,000 leaflets were distributed via Royal Mail from 27 October 

2025 to residential and business addresses within HS1 and HS2 

postcode areas. The leaflets provided details about the Final OTW 

Consultation events and how to participate. 

Newspaper/News Site 

Advertisements 

Adverts were placed in local newspapers ahead of the Final OTW 

Consultation to share event details and invite public feedback. This 

included statutory public notices for the Onshore Project. The public 

notice was placed in the Stornoway Gazette on the 13 November 

2025. Several adverts for the consultation events were published 

including: 

• Stornoway Gazette on 13 November 2025, 20 November 2025 

and 27 November 2025; 

• Fios on 14 November 2025 and 28 November 2025; 

• We Love Stornoway from 11 November-23 December 2025. 

Press Releases Issued on 18 November 2025 ahead of the Final OTW Consultation 

to local and regional media outlets, including Stornoway Gazette, We 

Love Stornoway, Fios, Hebrides News, BBC Stornoway, Western 

Highlands Free Press, CnES, and various community newsletters (e.g. 

Carloway / Càrlabhagh, Uig, Breasclete / Breascleit, Fuaran and 

Bernera / Beàrnaraigh). 

Mailshots Many stakeholders requested to be added to a mailing list to stay 

informed about Project updates. On 19 November 2025 a mailshot 
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Engagement Methods 

was sent to all sharing the details of the upcoming Final OTW 

Consultation, including details of the in-person public exhibition 

events and a link to the Project website which hosted the online 

materials. It also contained information on the process and methods 

for providing feedback. 

Website The Spiorad na Mara website continued to serve as a central 

platform for access to up-to-date, trustworthy Project information. 

During the Final OTW Consultation, it hosted a dedicated public 

consultation page with all the downloadable consultation materials, 

event details, online feedback link and contact information. 

LinkedIn Page The Spiorad na Mara LinkedIn page is utilised to share news and 

regular updates, project milestones, and educational content. In the 

lead-up to and during public consultation, posts promoted the 

consultation events and encouraged feedback, helping to maintain 

visibility and engagement with a wider professional audience. 
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9 ADDITIONAL ENGAGEMENT AND CONCLUSION 

9.1 OVERVIEW 

9.1.1.1 The Applicant has undertaken a comprehensive and inclusive engagement process that not only 

meets, but exceeds, the statutory and regulatory obligations required for the Onshore Project. The 

Project team’s approach has endeavoured to ensure that the consultation to date has been 

proactive, widespread and meaningful. As detailed in supporting documents, feedback from 

stakeholders and the community has been considered and, where appropriate, has informed the 

design of the Project.    

9.1.1.2 The Applicant’s objective is to ensure the Onshore Project is developed with community and key 

stakeholder involvement by providing transparent and meaningful engagement throughout; this 

engagement will continue throughout the Project life cycle. 

9.1.1.3 Every effort was made to ensure that all measures were taken to involve the wider community in 

the development of the Onshore Project and this approach has contributed to the building of 

strong relationships between the Project team and stakeholders. Valued feedback received from 

the stakeholders and community at all stages of the pre-application consultation has been 

appropriately considered as part of the Onshore Project proposals. The Applicant intends to 

continue working with the community and stakeholders in the future. 

9.2 WIDER ENGAGEMENT 

9.2.1.1 Wider engagement carried out by the Project team that goes beyond the PAC requirements has 

been outlined in further detail in Appendix A5.2: Stakeholder Consultation and Engagement, 

Volume 4 of the Onshore EIAR. 

9.3 CONTINUED ENGAGEMENT 

9.3.1.1 Post-submission of the Onshore Application, the Project team is committed to staying engaged 

with stakeholders and the community. Relevant updates will be shared via the Project website and 

Project mailing list, and the Project team will continue to engage with the community and wider 

stakeholders locally, including being available to meet with them and responding to queries.  

9.3.1.2 Should the Applicant gain consent to develop the Onshore Project, further engagement will be 

carried out in relation to the community benefit, supply chain and skills development opportunities. 

Specific communication and engagement processes will also be put in place throughout the 

construction phase (including for contractors supporting the Onshore Project), to ensure local 

communities are well-informed and can share feedback and insights. 
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9.3.1.3 The Applicant will remain available to answer any questions or discuss any aspect of the Project via 

the website contact page, telephone or email, details of which are shown in Table 9-1. 

Table 9-1 Spiorad na Mara Contact Details 

General Enquiries Project Postal Address 

Via the Project website: 

https://northlandpowerscotwind.co.uk/contact/  

 

By email: 

spioradnamara@northlandpower.com 

Spiorad na Mara Project 

Stornoway Business Hub 

9 Bank Street 

Stornoway 

Isle of Lewis 

HS1 2XG 

Please note that a hybrid working model is followed and 

the office is not open to the public. If you would like to 

make an appointment to meet, please contact Kathleen 

(kathleen.milne@northlandpower.com). 

Community Liaison 

Kathleen Milne 
Community Liaison Officer  
E kathleen.milne@northlandpower.com  

M +44 7442585935 

Denise Horan 

Consultation and Local Engagement Lead  

E denise.horan@northlandpower.com 

M +44 7396818000 

9.4 NEXT STEPS 

9.4.1.1 The Onshore EIAR and associated documents (including this Onshore PAC Report) are available in 

paper format and can be viewed publicly at the following accessible locations: 

• Stornoway Library, 19 Cromwell Street, Stornoway / Steòrnabhagh, Isle of Lewis, HS1 2DA; 

• Raebhat House, North Shawbost, Isle of Lewis HS2 9BD;  

• Carloway Community Centre, Knock, Carloway, Isle of Lewis, HS2 9AU; 

• Stornoway Office, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, Sandwick Road, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, HS1 

2BW. 

9.4.1.2 All documents are also available for download on the Project’s website 

(https://northlandpowerscotwind.co.uk/spiorad-na-mara/). Any issues accessing these documents 

can be reported to spioradnamara@northlandpower.com and the Project team will provide 

support. Similarly, the Onshore Application is available via the CnES website at https://www.cne-

siar.gov.uk/planning-and-building-standards/planning/planning-applications.  

9.4.1.3 If you wish to comment on the Onshore EIAR or make representations to CnES, any comments or 

representations must be submitted directly to CnES via the contact details below within the 

https://northlandpowerscotwind.co.uk/contact/
mailto:spioradnamara@northlandpower.com
mailto:kathleen.milne@northlandpower.com
mailto:denise.horan@northlandpower.com
https://northlandpowerscotwind.co.uk/spiorad-na-mara/
mailto:spioradnamara@northlandpower.com
https://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/planning-and-building-standards/planning/planning-applications
https://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/planning-and-building-standards/planning/planning-applications
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deadlines set out in the notice advertising the submission of the Onshore Applications and 

Onshore EIAR.  

9.4.1.4 CnES can be contacted at planning.representations@cne-siar.gov.uk, or written to at: 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 

Sandwick Road 

Stornoway 

Isle of Lewis 

HS1 2BW 
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10 GLOSSARY OF TERMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 

10.1.1.1 A list of key terms and acronyms used in this Supporting Document are provided in  Table 10-1 

and Table 10-2. Further definitions used throughout this EIAR are provided in Appendix A1.1: 

Glossary and Abbreviations, Volume 4. 

Table 10-1 Acronyms and Abbreviations 

Term Definition 

CEMP Construction Environmental Management Plan 

CES Crown Estate Scotland 

CnES Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 

Cs-137 Caesium 

DESNZ Department for Energy Security and Net Zero 

ECoW Ecological Clerk of Works 

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

EIAR Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

ESB Electricity Supply Board 

FMS Fisheries Management Scotland 

HDD Horizontal Directional Drilling 

HIE Highlands and Islands Enterprise 

HNDFUE Holistic Network Design Follow-up Exercise 

HRA Habitats Regulations Appraisal 

HSE Health and Safety Executive 

HVDC High Voltage Direct Current 

LVIA Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 

MD-LOT Marine Directorate – Licensing Operations Team 

MHWS Mean High Water Springs 

MLWS Mean Low Water Springs 

MP Member of Parliament 

MSP Member of Scottish Parliament 

MW Megawatt 

NESO National Energy System Operator  

NGET National Grid Electricity Transmission 

NPF National Planning Framework 

O&M Operation and Maintenance 

Ofgem The Office of Gas and Electricity Markets 

OFTO Offshore Electricity Transmission 

OSP Offshore Substation Platform 
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Term Definition 

OTW Onshore Transmission Works 

OWF Offshore Wind Farm 

PAC Pre-Application Consultation 

PC1 Public Consultation 1 

PC2 Public Consultation 2 

PDE Project Design Envelope 

PoAN Proposal of Application Notice 

RIAA Report to Inform Appropriate Assessment 

RSPB Scotland Royal Society for the Protection of Birds Scotland 

SDG Sustainable Development Goals 

SEPA Scottish Environment Protection Agency 

SIA Social Impact Assessment 

SLVIA Seascape, Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 

SSEN Scottish and Southern Energy Networks 

STEM Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths 

TJB Transition Joint Bay 

UGSC Updated Grid Substation Consultation 

UHI University of Highlands and Islands 

UN United Nations 

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 

WSEG West Side Estates Group 

WTG Wind Turbine Generator 

ZSL Zoological Society of London 

Table 10-2 Glossary 

Term Definition 

the Applicant   Spiorad na Mara Limited (the Project owner).  

Array Area  The offshore area within which the offshore wind turbine generators (WTGs), 

associated foundations, Offshore Cables, and Offshore Substation Platform 

(OSP) (if required), will be located. This area encompasses the Turbine Area that 

will contain all above water surface infrastructure (WTGs / OSP) and an 

additional area within which further below water infrastructure (foundations and 

cables) may also be located. 

Effect Term used to express the consequence of an impact. The significance of an 

effect is determined by correlating the magnitude of the impact with the 

importance, or sensitivity, of the receptor or resource in accordance with defined 

significance criteria. 
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Term Definition 

Embedded or 

‘Designed-in’ 

Mitigation 

Mitigation measures to avoid or reduce environmental effects that are directly 

incorporated into the preferred design for the Project. This can include standard 

practice in accordance with or without guidance. Embedded Mitigation is 

considered as part of the impact assessment, before effect significance is 

identified. 

Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report 

(EIAR) 

The Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) prepared to assess the 

likely significant effects of the Project on the environment. 

Grid Substation The onshore substation located adjacent to and connecting to the SSEN Lewis 

Hub. This allows the voltage to be increased to meet onward transmission 

requirements. 

Impact Change that is caused by an action; for example, land clearing (action) during 

construction which results in physical loss of soils (impact). 

Landfall This consists of works from offshore Horizontal Directional Drill (HDD) exit pits 

(located below MLWS) to onshore at the Transition Joint Bays (TJB) (located 

above MHWS). The infrastructure and installation methods associated with the 

Landfall involves both onshore and offshore components. 

Landfall Substation The optional onshore substation located on the west side of the Isle of Lewis. 

Includes the platform, buildings and associated components which allows the 

voltage to be increased to meet onward transmission requirements. 

Offshore Application The application for Marine Licences under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 

(between 0 and 12nm) and a Section 36 consent under the Electricity Act 1989. 

Offshore Project  The components of the Spiorad na Mara offshore wind farm (the Project) located 

seaward of Mean High Water Springs (MHWS). 

Onshore Application The application for consent under the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 

1997 (as amended). 

Onshore Cable 

Corridor 

The area within which Onshore Cables and associated infrastructure will be 

located which is routed from the Transition Joint Bays (TJB) to the SSEN Lewis 

Hub. 

Onshore Transmission 

Works (OTW) / 

Onshore Project 

The components of the Spiorad na Mara offshore wind farm (the Project) located 

landward of Mean Low Water Springs (MLWS). 

Onshore Transmission 

Works Boundary / 

Onshore Project 

Boundary  

The ‘red line boundary’ encompassing all temporary and permanent works 

associated with the OTW/Onshore Project. 

Project  The Spiorad na Mara offshore wind farm development. This term describes the 

whole development, including all offshore and onshore components. 
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Term Definition 

Project Boundary The ‘red line boundary’ encompassing all offshore and onshore components of 

the Project. 

Project Design 

Envelope 

A description of the range of possible components that make up the Project 

design options under consideration when the exact engineering parameters are 

not yet known. 

Scoping Opinion  A report presenting the written opinion of the Scottish Ministers, with input from 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (CnES) for the OTW, as to the scope and level of detail 

of information to be provided in the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for 

the Project. 

Scottish and Southern 

Electricity Networks 

(SSEN) Lewis Hub   

This is the National Grid Electricity Transmission (NGET) interface. A transmission 

system operator substation into which the Project will connect for onward 

transmission through the existing grid network. 

Transition Joint Bay 

(TJB) 

The point at which offshore cables are connected to Onshore Cables. The TJB is 

located onshore above MHWS. 

Wind Turbine 

Generator (WTG) 

The wind turbines that generate electricity consisting of tubular towers and 

blades attached to a nacelle housing mechanical and electrical generating 

equipment. 
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