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Sandwick Road 

Stornoway, HS1 2BW 

 
Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

Application by Spiorad na Mara Limited for the construction, operation and 

decommissioning of onshore electricity transmission infrastructure associated 

with the Spiorad na Mara Offshore Windfarm 

 

Multiple locations on the Isle of Lewis - landfall location on the northwest coast 

near Barvas, site location on or near the Arnish Moor, land to the West of 

Stornoway and corridor across the Baravas Moor between these two locations. 
 

E-Planning Online Reference: 100739510-001 

 

Spiorad na Mara Limited Ltd (‘the Applicant’) are pleased to submit a full planning application under 

Section 32 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 to Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (CnES) 

for a proposed development comprising the: 

 

Construction, operation and decommissioning of onshore electricity transmission infrastructure 

associated with the Spiorad na Mara Offshore Windfarm comprising up to 12 electricity cables and 

associated transmission joint bays (TJBs) to the landfall point; up to two onshore substations located at 

landfall and to the southwest of Stornoway; underground electricity cables and associated infrastructure 

connecting the TJBs and onshore substation(s) with the SSEN Lewis Hub; temporary and permanent 

access roads and tracks; and associated access, ancillary infrastructure and works. 

 

Overview of the Proposed Development 

The proposed development comprises the onshore components of the Spiorad na Mara Offshore 

Windfarm. A Section 36 and Marine Licence applications for the Offshore Wind farm were submitted to 

the Marine Directorate on 2 March 2026 (MD-LOT References: MD-00011742 & MD-00011743). 
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The main components of the proposed development are: 

 

Landfall 

• Above Mean Low Water Spring (MLWS): Up to 12 HDD entry points and Transition Joint Bays 

(TJBs). These onshore entry points and TJBs will be located on the landfall site near a coastal 

cliff at Barvas / Barabhas or Barbhas.  

 

Energy transmission infrastructure that will consist of either: 

 

• Scenario 1: up to 2 Onshore Cables will connect from the transition joint bays to a Grid 

Substation southwest of Stornoway; or  

• Scenario 2: an Onshore Landfall Substation will be required to be built and up to 12 Onshore 

Cables will connect from the TJBs to the Onshore Landfall Substation located near Barvas / 

Barabhas or Barbhas. From the Onshore Landfall Substation, up to 2 Onshore Cables will 

connect to a Grid Substation southwest of Stornoway. 

Grid Substation 

 

• The Grid Substation southwest of Stornoway will connect to the grid connection point at the 

planned new Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks (SSEN) Lewis Hub converter station 

via underground cables. 

• Associated infrastructure including temporary and permanent access roads and tracks; and 

associated access, ancillary infrastructure and works. 

 

The proposed development is ‘national development’ (as classed under the Town and Country 

Planning (Hierarchy of Development) (Scotland) Regulations 2009. A Proposal of Application Notice 

(PAN) was submitted to CnES and validated on 29 August 2024 with reference 24/00327/PAN. The 

Applicant submitted a new PAN to reflect some adjustments to the application boundary on 19 April 

2025 with further consultation dates set out. The PAN was registered with reference 25/00131/PAN. A 

series of consultation events and actions have been undertaken in the period up to submission, in 

accordance with the legislative requirements.  A Pre Application Consultation Report which outlines 

the consultation undertaken and the Applicant’s responses to comments in terms of the design and 

delivery of the project has been prepared and is submitted within the application package.  

 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and Habitats Regulations 

The proposed development is ‘EIA development’ and is therefore supported by an Environmental 

Impact Assessment (EIA) Report informed by a Scoping Opinion received in May 2024 in accordance 

with The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 

(as amended) (the EIA Regulations). The EIA Report (Volumes 1 to 6) has been submitted as part of this 

planning application. 

 

A Habitats Regulations Appraisal (HRA) has also been completed as required under the Conservation 

(Natural Habitats, & c.) Regulations 1994, and the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 

2017. In accordance with these Regulations a Report to Inform an Appropriate Assessment (RIAA) has 
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been completed based on the outcome from the HRA Screening (assessment of likely significant 

effects (LSE)). 

 

Application Documentation  

The documents submitted as part of the planning application package comprise:  

• This Cover Letter; 

• Planning Application Forms & Certificates;  

• Site Location Plan; 

• Planning Drawings:  

 

Drawing No. Document Number Details 
Drawing 1 SNM-SNM-PAC-DWG-0001 Overarching site plans 

Drawing 2 SNM-ARP-PAC-DWG-0001 ONSS1 Proposed Site Plan 

Drawing 3 SNM-ARP-PAC-DWG-0002 ONSS1 Construction Compound 

Drawing 4 SNM-ARP-PAC-DWG-0003 Landfall HDD Construction Compound 

Drawing 5 SNM-ARP-PAC-DWG-0004 Construction Compound 

Drawing 6 SNM-ARP-PAC-DWG-0005 HDD construction Compound 
Drawing 7 SNM-ARP-PAC-DWG-0006 Cable trench details 

Drawing 8 SNM-ARP-PAC-DWG-0007 Access Junction to Landfall 

Drawing 9 SNM-ARP-PAC-DWG-0008 Bell Mouth Access 

Drawing 10 SNM-ARP-PAC-DWG-0009 Joint Bay & link box details 

Drawing 11 SNM-ARP-PAC-DWG-0010 HDD river crossing profile 

Drawing 12 SNM-ARP-PAC-DWG-0011 Cable route & landfall plan (no substation) 
Drawing 13 SNM-ARP-PAC-DWG-0012 Access to ONSS2 

Drawing 14 SNM-ARP-PAC-DWG-0013 ONSS Construction Compound 

Drawing 15 SNM-ARP-PAC-DWG-0014 ONSS" Proposed Site Plan 

Drawing 16 SNM-WSP-PAC-DWG-0001 Landfall substation plan view 

Drawing 17 SNM-WSP-PAC-DWG-0002 Grid substation plan view 

Drawing 18 SNM-WSP-PAC-DWG-0003 Grid Substation elevations 
Drawing 19 SNM-WSP-PAC-DWG-0004 Landfall substation building elevations 

Drawing 20 SNM-WSP-PAC-DWG-0005 Landfall substation building elevations 

Drawing 21 SNM-WSP-PAC-DWG-0006 Grid substation building elevations 

Drawing 22 SNM-WSP-PAC-DWG-0007 Grid substation building elevations 
 

• Planning Statement; 

• Environmental Impact Assessment Report: 

- Volume 1: Non-Technical Summary (NTS) 

- Volume 2: EIA Chapters  

Emily Whiting (EYWNG)
Rectangle

Emily Whiting (EYWNG)
Stamp
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- Volume 3: Figures 

- Volume 4: Appendices 

- Volume 5: Confidential Appendices. 

- Volume 6: Supporting Documents: 

Design & Access Statement;  

Pre-Application Consultation (PAC Report);  

Outline Biodiversity Restoration and Enhancement Plan; 

Outline Breeding Bird Protection Plan; 

Outline Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) ; 

Outline Construction traffic Management Plan (CTMP); 

Outline Soil and Peat Management Plan; 

Onshore RIAA 

• Offshore Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

 

The planning application package (with the exception of the EIA Report and Offshore EIA Report) has 

been submitted via eplanning (Reference 100739510-001). The EIA Report is submitted directly to 

CnES as agreed in pre application discussions, by way of electronic transfer. 

 

A copy of the submission will be provided to the Council in hard copy and documents will be available 

to the public for viewing at the following locations: 

 

Location  Address   Opening Hours  

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar   Comhairle nan Eilean Siar Sandwick Road 

Stornoway Isle of Lewis HS1 2BW  

Monday - Friday 9:00 – 

17:00, by appointment only  

  

Stornoway Library  19 Cromwell St, Stornoway HS1 2DA  Tuesday-Friday 10:00 – 

17:00, Saturday 10:00-16:00  

Horshader Community 

Development  

Raebhat House, North Shawbost, Isle of 

Lewis, HS2 9BD  

1 Monday – Thursday 9:00 – 

17:00  

Friday 9:00 – 16:00  

Carloway Community Centre  Knock, Carloway, Isle of Lewis, HS2 9AU  2 Monday – Saturday 10:00 

– 17:00  

  

 

A copy of the EIA and the application submission are available to view online at the following 

dedicated Project website: https://northlandpowerscotwind.co.uk/spiorad-na-mara/   

 

Once the application is validated, the application documents will also be available to view at Comhairle 

nan Eilean Siar website at  https://planning.cne-siar.gov.uk/PublicAccess/ using the assigned planning 

application reference number. 

 

Public Notices 

It is understood that the Council will undertake the statutory advertisement required to reflect the 

submission of an EIA, as required by the EIA Regulations. 

https://northlandpowerscotwind.co.uk/spiorad-na-mara/
https://planning.cne-siar.gov.uk/PublicAccess/
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The application e-planning reference number is Online Reference: 100739510-001 and the associated 

planning application fee, based on The Town and Country Planning (Fees for Applications) (Scotland) 

Regulations 2022 (as amended) a fee of £ £178,560 will be paid directly by the Applicant (based upon 

Energy Generation (Category 7 (b)).   

 

We trust the submission is complete and look forward to confirmation of registration in early course. If 

you require clarity on any aspect of the application package as submitted, please contact me directly 

at the earliest opportunity. 

 

Yours sincerely 

  

 
 

Martin Whyte 

Project Director 

 

On behalf of Spiorad na Mara Limited 

 

 

 


